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A PROTESTANT GOVERNMENT, CHURCH ANDPRESS ARE A HEAVYCURSE TO HUMANITY.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

WeekIto say that a Protestant Government, Press, Church andschool area curse anda heavy curse tohumanityIshould lay myselfopen to the imputation of folly,ignorance and impudence, if not oftreason. Iwillnot say such a thing as a matterof my ownopinion.Iwill,however,bring forwardothers to say it for me. These othersaremen who areof great credit with.Protestants, andwho knew thereal character and tendencyof the"Beformation" evenbetter than
the Protestantsof ourday do.

T^c foHotvingis fromthe pen of themagnanimous Lutherhim-self, the great apostleof the Reformation; the apostate "monk who"hookthe world" by his revolt against the Church of God,as thetne fallen angelLucifer shookheavenwhen, in the words of Milton,He defiedthe Omnipotent to arms, and led his embattledhosts towar. AfterLutherhadseparated from theChurch andhaddrawnmany otherunfortunates after him; after he had seen the banefulfruit of his unhallowedwork, or rather the beginning of those evilswhich the Reformation was to bring on the world, he wrote asfollows:— « Through the malice of the devil men are now moreavancions, more cruel, more disorderly, more insolent, and muchmorewicked than they wereunder Popery." Think of thatnow,yeOrange oratorsand luminaries,but don'tpublish it,mind.Melancthon, another eminent Reformation maa and fellow-
labourer with Luther, in his impious work, says:

"Among thereformed communities men's whole time is devoted to drunken-nessand intemperance. So deeply are the peoplesunkinbarbarityandignorance,thatmanyof them would imagine they woulddie inthenight were they to fast in the day." So much for the demo-ralising influence of the Lutheran Reformation in Continental.Europe. Imight quote more to the same purpose if your spaceallowed. Butwhatabout its effects in England, unhappy England,whereithas flourishedso long,and still flourishesinall its glory,orin allits shame and infamy rather ?
w"*

A M. r;*StuJ)b?l.Hter he bad made a tour in England in1599,ejlfncTJ°^he d̂dJIJI ôr of London of that day under thetitle of GoodWorks." This letter gives a deporable pictureof themoral,or rather immoral, state of the people of England after thereformation, and inconsequence of that foulrevoltagainst God andHis holy Church. "Ifound," saysMr. Stubbs, "a general decay ofgood works, or rather a defection or falling away fromGod. Forgood works,who sees not that in them the Papists in former timeswere far before us,and we far behindthem?" Mr. Stubbs appears tohave been a Protestant, but an honest and candid one in judgingbetween Protestantsand Papists,and other creeds. Such Protestants
?l*I now-a-days. But what didthe celebrated Erasmus
f -5. *°ii b-6Re?onnation- He was a Catholic,and held fast his firstfaith till his dyinghour. Buthe wasa " reformer," andused to lashthe clericals withoutmercy at thebeginningof the Reformationmovement. He was,in fact, what wenowcall a" Liberal Catholic,"somewhat after the pattern of Mr. J. Sheehan, M.H.R. He was,fiowever,a profoundscholar,aprinceamong scholars, which perhapsMr. J. Sheehan is not. At a laterperiodof his lifeErasmusdeploredthecourse whichhe had followed in giving encouragement to theenemies of theChurch. Itis tobe hoped Mr. J.Sheehan will followso goodan example,and say someday,« through my fault." Let usnear, then, what Erasmus, reformer, scholar, and Liberal Catholic,says about the Reformation of Luther. He was not prejudicedagainst it,hut the reverse. Hear him:

"
Who are those gospel men(Protestants),"sayshe. "Look around and show me one whohasbecome abetter man. Show me one who wasa glutton andis nowDecome sober, one who before was avaricious and is nowgenerous,one who before was impure and is now chaste. Icould point outmultitudeswhoare becomefar worsethan they werebefore/ Eventhe OrangeLodge and their spiritual diiector, Dr. Maunsell,mustIthink allow that this is pretty strong testimony against the Reforma-tion. Tilings have not got better, but rather worse, in Englandamong Protestants since Erasmus and Mr. Stubbs wrote. Erasmusadds the following cutting reflection:-"The Gospel now flourishesforsooth because priests and monks take wives in opposition tohuman laws andin despite of their sacred vows." The ProtestantwfeK fl"'* ZS ,S,

S baiß-tOryb
a
iß -tOry ° f the Ref<>rmation, speaking of the5X25^5rtXvp*** in Edward VI. reign, says: "The sins ofEngland didat that timecall down fromheaven heavy curses." Arethe sins of England less now than in Edward VI.day ? Ibelievethey aremuch heavier, orequally heavy at least,andare increasing;sins of intemperance,impurity and avarice moreespecially. Intheface of allthis isitan extravagant or unreasonable thing inme or

Sne
f
eiBet°i>8a7 that-a Governmeat, Church and Press, based andconducted onReformation principles,areaheavy curse tohumanity?From the verynatureof things a Protesfaut system of Govern-mentmust be, ina religious andmoral sense,a curse and not a bles-clfh v

"am,b?dy of tfae Peopleof the BritishEmpire, to the
Wh li° °L thT moreeßPecmlly-no inconsiderableportion.Why ? Because the Protestant Reformation was based,as historytells us, on sacrilegious robbery,on heartlesscruelty, oppression andshamelesshypocrisy. Can anything really good ever be expectedtoissue from a religion and system of Government having such an17 n faf£f\ 0W PSeßtnt New ZealandByßtem of State educa-ZV nf Jvctou,tcomeo

T
f ««» principles of the Protescant Govern-meiit of this colony. It has been organised by a GovernmentSSS.7SUf*?*.?* the aid Of * c:ever> bustling, notS«d.u

f
Ddf t^e patronage, or dictation rather of aPre*iSn r*,I I' Wbftt °an weCatholics do toprotect ourselvesagainst such » system of education so supported, and wbich is in-junous,not to Catholicsonly,but toall classes asa Christian nation ?Unaided we can donothing; we are prostrate and helpless. Butthn»l^f i
rVarC T?7"li?i0"and fair-minded P.otestantswhoalready feel disposed toaidusm our efforts to emancipate our-selves from the tyranny of the present education penallaw. The"I gOOd P"**^*9 will,no doubt, increase as timegoe» on. They tee, or will see, ere long, that our cause is really

their own. They, no less than we,areanxious that their childrenshould be reared, so far as it possibly can be done,inChristianschoolsandunder Christian influences—which they cannotbe underthe present system of public education. They,no less than we,«canxious that the financesof this heavily-burdened colony shouldbe
economically and judiciously expended,andnotsquanderedrecklessly
on a system of educationlikethepresent, whichis obviously failing
to secure themain endof allpopulareducation— the moral elevationof themasses ;

—
nay,which is evenhavinga directly oppositeeffect.Itis breeding larrikins, that is juvenileblackguards andruffians, in

profusion.
Ifthe Government,and the Press which supports them in thiseducation policy do not see this, they must be hopelessly afflictedwitha judicialblindness. Our duty, as Catholics, in the meantime,

is plain, tokeep clear of Governmentschools asfar as circumstanceswill permit, and to have our children educated inChristianand
Catholic principles in schools of our own. Our Protestant friends
andneighbours, such of them whose good opinionis worthhaying,
wemay rest assured, will respect usall the more for ourdoing so.Howeverstrongly andconscientiously Protestants may be opposedto
our principles, or some of our principles, they all, atleast,admire
consistency, and despise the double-faced and temporisingman, be
he Catholic or Protestant. In the presentage the Catholic religion
and Christianity in general,Ibelieve, are ingreater danger than
they were in times of open and bloodjp persecution. Fraud, gold
and duplicity are what the Catholics and the Churchhaveto fear
rather than open forceinour time as against their faith.
Ioftenhave a talk withintelligent men— English, Irish,Scotch,

andEvenWelsh
—

of the workingclass on the subject of ourpresentGovernmentschoolsystem. Theyinvariablycondemn it as impolitic
and hurtful. One Protestant Irishman said to me that whenhecame to New Zealand some fourteen years ago, before these fine
schools were set up, you got civility from the youngsters,but nowyouget nothingbut impudenceand "cheek,"as he expressedit,andj they arefar worse in theneighbourhood of schools. By way of con-
trast to this Imaymentiona factIsaw recorded by the late BirJohnForbes, H.M.S. physician, in his "Notes of a TourinIreland "—a
most interestingbook, andhighly to the honour of Irish Catholics,
though Sir John was a Protestanthimself. He said whereverhe saw
anumber of particularly well-behavedgirls collected on the roads oron the street, he made sure there was a convent school not far off,
and he found be was right. Ionce said to adouce Presbyterian
Scotchman in Auckland:"Now, do you really think schools fromwhichall religious tuitionis banished can possibly be calledrespect-
able ?

"
He said:"No, Ido not." "

Then why do you support
such a system ?

"
His reply was ''Oh! youseeSir GeorgeGrey, Sir

GeorgeGrey— we wereall mad after Sir George Grey, that is the
reason." A Protestantmother of the middle class, whohadaGov«
eminent school ather verydoor, once said to me:

"Iwould never,
neversend a child of mine to that school. The bad language the
children use among themselves is t something awful,'

"
as sLe ex-pressed it. "I would rather," she said, "make an effort to have

them educated athome, or. send them away to a boarding-school."
For such schools as these, Isay, the people of this colony arein-debted to the Reformation, to Sir GeorgeGrey, Mr. J.Sheehan,and
indirectly totheProtestant clergy, whohavemade no effort to pre-
vent such a system of education as the present being established,buthave rather encouragedit. Mr. McCulloch,in his"Statistical His-
tory of the British Empire," a standard work of reference, and
withinhalf acentury ago, said it wasa verycommon belief in Eng-
land that theIrish of the humbler classes were grossly ignorantanduneducated;but this wasa great mistake. If reading, writing,and

!the ability toperform the common operationsof arithmetic, he said,
be regardedas education, the Irish commonalty werethen far moregenerally educated than the peopleof England. Many of the Irishboysin the veryhumblest ranks of life could calculate the angles
and areasof the triangles of the Governmentsurveyors,and did so
for a half-pennya triangle. Idoubt if many youths in the samerank of life in England or New Zealand could do that, evennow.Mr. McCullochmoreoverremarked that theIrishhad agreatpassion
for knowledgeor education, andmade greatefforts toobtainit; thatthe many disorders socommoninIreland werenot due to the ignor-
ance of the people,but to the injustice they had suffered an>7 theinsults so often offered to their failings.— -Note that Mr.<SW,and Mr.Herald too.

From the hullaballoo made recently about education in thig
colony,one would imagine that schools for thepeople,good schoolswere unknownin Christendomprior to theadvent of Mr.J. Sheehanand other modern political luminaries such as he. What a gross
mistake this is may be gatheredby referring to the extract from Mr.McCulloch's work above made. If a boy or girl in the humblerranks of life can read and write well,dosimple sums inarithmeticandknow their Catechism, they are fit to go anywhere and do any-thing, like the Duke of Wellington's soldiers. After that theycaneducate themselves if they havea wish to learnmore. Some of thegreatest men in England— men who have laid the foundations of
England's commercial prosperity by their important inventionshad little or no "schooling" in their youth. Had they been"

crammed
"
ina Government school like those Mr. J.Sheehao andhis friends havebeen themeans of setting up amongus, theproba-

bility is they would have been spoiled— their naturalgenius wouldhavebeen cramped. This is not my opiniononly, but the opinion ofsuch men j»s_Mr. Smiles,expressedin his able work entitled "
Self-help,"in which he maintains thatpopular education is being greatly

overdone, to tb« injury of the public. Higher education with toe" ologies
"

is all very well for therich few, but not for thepoor mil-
lion who form the great bulk of the pupils in our Governmentschools.

Waiving the opinion of such men as Mr. Smiles, some of the
most experienced English criminal judges have stronglyexpreaied
their conviction that schools such as Sir George Grey and Mr.Sheehanhaveset upinthiscolony area positive curse to humanity
—to the

" human race,"— and are leading to an increase of crimeand immorality of theworstkindamong the people. BatitU rain
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