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The Farm. inches deep,as larger onessometimes get broken from the frames
by theknockingabout which the hive undergoes while on its way
home.

—
Dublin Freeman.

Egg-Producing.— -"Fanny Field," whose exceptional achieve-
ment in egg-production daring the coldmonths has been heretofore
chronicled in these columns, reports to the Prairie Farmer her

imethods of feeding,about which some of our readershave inquired.,Hens must be supplied with egg-making material,and this mustnot
be consumed as fuel to keep themwarm. Success presupposescom-
fortable and clean quarters. Corn is fattening, but on this ration
alone, eveninabundance, " there will not beeggs enough topay for
the shelling of the corn." "My wayof feedingfowls inwinter— and
it works wonderfully well

—
is to give thema warmbreakfast every

morning justas soonasthey can seeto eat, a few handfulsof grain
at noon, and a full feed of grainatbight. The warmbreakfast is
made of vegetables, turnips, beets, carrots, or potatoes, boiled and
mashedup with wheatbran;or oatmeal scalded with skimmilk;or
refuse from thekitchen boiled up,and thesoup thickenedwithbran;
andwhensweetapples are plentiful, we boil them and mix themIwithcornmeal

—
sometimesone thing and sometimes another. We

!don'tbelievein feedingon one thing all the time,and thehens don't
believeiniteither. Idon't think that mybiddies need the noon
food because they are hungry, but Igive it to them tomake them
scratch

—
for exercise,and tokeep themoutof mischief. Iscatterit

around among the litter under the shed, and let them dig it out.
This

'
lunch

'
is generally oats or buck wheat, and once in a while

sunflower seed. AtnightIgenerally feed with corn;but if Icould
getwheatcheap enough,Ishould feed thatat leasthalf of the time.
My fowls have waterormilk by themall the time, and greenfoodis
supplied by fastening cabbage-heads up where the fowls can help
themselves. Sometimes,whensomebody has time t« attend toit,we
give them a change of green food in the shapeof raw turnipsor
sweetappleschopped fine. Two wintersagoItookanewdeparture
on the meatquestion, andnow,instead of fussing to cookit anddeal
outalittle at a time,Ijust hangupa pieceandletthe fowls eatall
they want. When they havemeat withinreach all the time thereis
not the slightest danger of theireating toomuch. Iget cheapmeat
from thebutcher, andIamsureIampaidtwice over for theoutlay."
—The Field.

NOT IN THE BACK WOODS.
The scandalous practiceofselling advowsons, with "

next presenta-
tions tothe livings," has given rise from time totime toextraordinary
scenes,butnever,perhaps,to one more extraordinary than that of
whicha reportnow lies before us. We shallnot say just yet where
itoccurred,but will summarise thedescription for the benefitof our
readers.

There wasanadvowsonto be soldby publicauction,and,accord-
ing to the auctioneer, whosename was Tewson, many advantageous
circumstances wereattached tothe "property." In the first place
the incumbent was 66 yearsof age

—
had,in fact, reacheda time of

life whenit might be a tolerably safe speculation to discount his
death. Then the purchaser would be allowediper cent, on his
money while waiting for theold gentleman's retirement to another
and better world. Besides, wheneverit should please Providence to
create the expected vacancy in the living, the reverend purchaser
would findthathe badobtained excellent value for his money in a
variety of ways. He would not, for insUuce, be subject to rates or
taxes for the farms included in theliving, for the obvious reason that
the tenants weresaddled with them. He wouldcome intopossession
of

"
a commodious family residence," with stabling for five horses,

withcoach-house,harness-room, granaries,greenhouse, forcing-house,
kitchen garden,orchard— all very desirable things for a man who
wanted to livesumptuously

—
and, inaddition there weretennis and

croquetlawns in which he could amuse himself if he were young
enough, andin whichhis sons anddaughterscould amusethemselves,
supposing he had a family. Finally, ''the neighbouring society was
good"

—
adeciied desideratum to a man with-grown up sons and

daughters;and there was" fair shooting over the glebe," to suit the
tastes of the incoming parson should be have a turn"for field sports.

Notwithstanding themanifold advantages thus set forth, there
wasaProtestint curate presentin theauction room who seemed to
entertain strong objections tosimony. The auctioneer asserted that
by his brogue it was evidenthe wasan Irishman

—
which, indeed, is

probably enough, seeing thathis nameis Hennessy. Mr. Henuessy,
beforebidding commenced, respectfully protested against the sale.
An interchange ofa coupleof civil questions and answers followed;
whenTewson suddenly burst forth witha declarationthat the curatewasseeking to introduce the system of terrorism and obstruction
whichprevailedin Ireland. Thereupon, though the relevance of the
auctioneer's remark was not particularly clear, the intelligent and
sympatheticaudience chorussed "Hear, hear." Encouragedby these
manifestations of approval,the auctioneer shortly afterwards descen-
ded from hifl rostrum, likeJudge Lynch from his improvised bench
engaged ina struggle with the curate whopreposterously objeoted to
simony, and, with the assistance of his clerks, eventually succeeded
inejecting the obnoxious curate from the public auction room. After
this feat, witha coat thathad been rent in the fray, he returned to
his rostrumin triumph, andsought for bids for "the property."

This disgraceful scene did not, as might be hastily supposed,
takeplacein the back woods of America. It occurred in a land
whosepublic writersarenever tired of lauding the staid and sober
civilisationof their countrymen

—
the calmness of demeanour, the

reasonableness,the respect for law andorder, and all the rest of it,
whichhave been so long vaunted asthe characteristicsof theEnglish
people. The Pharisaical cant is nowpretty wellexplodedeven with
foreign nations uponwhom at one time it imposed, and to deludewhom,chiefly the shocking false delineationof the English national
character was wont tobe painted. The incident above briefly des-
cribedisbut oneof thenumberless proofs furnished weekly by the
Englishpapers themselvesof the trueEnglish nature.

—
Nation.

PotX«BY Fabmikg.— There has been for seveial yeais a con-
stant supply of advice from sections of the public who are blessed
withmore theory thanpracticeupon the subject of poultry farming.
Some whoought toknow betterhave describedsystems showinghow
profitablethe idea might be made, while others, who never kept
more thanascoreof fowls in aback garden haveventured to teach
thepublic and to mislead them. Itis ofnouse for people to quote
what in done inother countries, and then apply the idea to thii»,
although,asamatter of fact,poultry farming is less oftenattempted
thanitis in England;andit would bedifficult tofindat thepresent
moment any single undertaking in France which can possibly be
termedapoultry farm. Just as thereare fowls and fowls, so there
are farmsand farms—the one an establishment which has resulted
from some hair-brained enthusiast, replete with fine buildings,
machinery, systemsof heatingappliances,andall thepure races you
can same; the other, which is notapoultry farm atall,but merely
afarmon whichpoultry arekept,having nothingof the fantastic or
expensiveabout it, but merely the plain, unpretending sheds and
buildings which arefound upon an. ordinary farm, and which are
converted for thepurpose withaslittle expenseand trouble as pos-
sible. The misfortune is that, in spite of all practical teaching,
peoplewill baseall eortsof ideasupanthemostelaboratecalculations
and come to the conclusion that a profit is certain and assured ;
whereasif a little trouble is taken <:t first to ascertain the proba-
bilitiesof return,a better idea willbeobtained. Presuming thatan
individualis able to place 1000 new-laid eggs in the market every
morning,Iwould ask, where would he find a customer at a price
which would remunerate him? Iwould undertake, at almost anyseason,to supplysuch a customer,iflie could name him,at a lowerpricestill, by meansofa few large farmers, who would be only too
glad to sell theireggs at anything buyond country prices. Inquiry
at any large retail establishmenths.s had but one result, such aswould be enough to depressanybutthemost determinedenthusiasts ;
for whenthey tell you that thebest French eggsare quiteasgood as
English new-laid andmuch cheaper,whatis theanswer to be? Lon-
donshopkeepersdonot care for English eggs, if they cost more than
the French;and they are certainly not willing to pay new-laid
prices,because they wouldbe robbed of so much of their profit. For
some timeeges havebeeninthe country as low as 14d. a score, and
Ihavenodoubtthat any dealercouldplace themupon themarket at
15d. to 16d.

Drives Bbbs,
—

Althoughasvrarm containing from three and ahalf to four poundsof beeswill in& goodseasonbeablenot only to fill
alargehive with comb andbrood, but to store surplus honey and
give off alateswarmaswell,amoment's thought will makeitevident
that the samequantity of drivenbees would not be able to do sny-thinglike the sameamount of work, the reasons being that as the
seasonis much later, the days areshorter and sometimes toocold, and
thereismuch less time for the been to work in getting their hive
furnished andstored with honey for the winter. It follows, then,
that tomakeupagoodstrongcolony ofdriven bees we must put at
least eight ornine pounds of bees in each hive, and they must be
liberally fed withsugar syrupas a substitute for the honey which
they areunable togather so late in the year. For the purposes of
thisarticlewewill assumethat theweight of thebees in such skeps
as aregenerally tobe met withinIrelandis about four pounds, and
two lots of driven bees will be required for each frame hive. To
unite two such lotsall weneed do is, on the morning after driving,
toturn themup andsprinkle them with syrup scented with a few
i.ropsof peppermint, etc., etc., and throw the be- s out of oneskep
into the other,and tie up as rapidly as possible. If this is done
properly thebeeß out of one stock will not be able to distinguish
those from theother, and there will be no fighting amongst them.
Afterbeinghived,thebees willrequire from twenty to thirty pounds
ofsugar made intosyrup, which,supposing them tohave been driven
not later than themiddle of August, will enable them, to store the
hive with'sufficient food for winter consumption. Stocksbuilt upin
this wayalmostinvariably turn out well inspring, andare,asa rule,
ready toswarm orstore honey earlier than* old-establishedstocks.
Itscheapnesswillmake this plan commend itself to persons who
wish tobegin bee-keepingin frame hives with the smallest outlay.
Tomake thisclear, we willsuppose that foreight pounds of bees wepaysixshillings.; for twenty-five pounds of sugar six shillings and
threepence,wehave,at acost ofa littleover twelveshillings, agood
strongstock ofbees, the only drawbackbeingthatnoreturnof profits
needbe lookedfor tillnextspring. Itis unnecessary to point out
that the cost of thehive itself has not been taken into account,as its
pricemay be anything from ten shillings to almost asmany pounds,
according to thelength of purse and tasteof the purchaser;but as a
hive shouldbe bought inany case the cost willnot effectour calcula-
tion. Itmustbe understood that the bee-keepercannot utilise his
own beeß as describedfor the simple and sufficient reason that the
diffierentlotsofbees formingthe stock would,onreturning from the
fields after theirfirst flight, separate, and the beesof eachlot would
return to theirrespectivestands, where,as there were no hive to re-
ceive them, they wouldhover about till they became exhausted and
fell to theground. As bees at this time of year do not fly very
far from home, two bee-keepers living a couple of miles ormore apart might exchange; baes, and each lot would then keep
together. If a frame hive is notat hand, the best plan will be
toadvertise the bees for sale, and plenty of customers will turnup.
The frames ofthehivein which the bees are set to work must be
fittedwithsheetsof comb, foundation from three to seven inches in
depth. Althoughthe first cost of the full sheets will be double that
of thesmaller ones,itwillbemoreeconomical in the endtouse themifpossible,but in casethey have to be fixedin the frames where the
hiveisbought,it willbe safer to use sheets not more than three
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