
ened to-day with the bread of life. This is the aim towards the
obtaining of which all our labours are directed, and to behold
such asight as this on any Sunday in tbe year, is to the priest hi3greatest consolation, andconstitutes his crown. Ihave tocongratu-
late you on this, and tosay thatIhavenot wordssufficient to express
my delight in seeingsuch a manifestationof faithand piety. Itonly
remains for me topray God togive you the graceof perseverancein
theseholy practices,and impressupon you the importanceof perse-
verance. Itmust be a consolation anda happinessto feel yourselves
eitherconfirmed in,or restored tofellowship with God,andstrength-
ened with thebread,not of angels, for they havenot been favoured
as you have been, but with the bread of eternal lifespokenof by
Christ here, as we read in St. John's Gospel, "He that eatethMy
flesh and drinketh My blood hath everlasting life, and Iwill
raise him up on the last day." By receiving the sacrament
of penance you shall be purified through the blood of your
Divine Redeemer and washed clean from every stain of sin,
whilst the Eucharist will be thefood of your souls, and strengthen
you toenableyou in this life todischarge your duties and to resist
the assaultsmade upon you by your enemies. Ipray, therefore, that
this scenemay be often repeatedin this church, and that you will
resolve to be regular and frequentcommunicants, and to be always
prepared todie aadappear before the Judge of the living and the
dead. The second pointupon whichIhave to congratulate you, is
the establishmentof aconvent in yourmidst. This is now anaccom-
plished fact;and theglory, the credit,aad therewardwillbe yours,
for it isyour generosity,inspiredbyyour faith, that has enabled it
tobe established. Itwillbe toyona sourceofinnumerableblessings ;
your children willnowbe broughtupin theknowledge and fear and
and love of God;and your girls especially will be educated under
proper auspices. Theywill not only be taught to be fit for the dis-
cbarge of their dutiesin this life,but their mannerswill beimproved,
and,above all.their souls will be so preparedto bea eightonwhich
the eyeof God himself will love to dwell with complacency. The
boys also will share in thebeaefit up toa certain age. We have, so
tospeak, stretched apoint toallow themtobe taught in the convent
school up to theage of 10 years. During that time a foundation of
religion and pietywill be iaid,and the rudiments of secular educa-
tion willbe imparted to theminsuch a way that their further pro-
gress willbe rapid. You willalso have the example of these holy
ladies before you whose lives will be amost eloquent sermon; and
there is nothing of more importance than good example,r Beyond
these advantages whichIhaveenumerated,there are many more on
which it is nowunnecessary for me to touch. Iwish, however, to
avail myself of this opportunity tospeakonanothersubjectintimately
connected with that to whichIhave just alluded. During the early
part of tbe recent session of Parliament, aBill wasbrought into the
House ofRepresentatives,having for its object,amongstother things,
ourrelief from theheavy"burden imposedonusby the law of educa-
tionin this colony. Our positionis anexceptionalone,asweare sub-
jected,inconsequenceof ourprinciple", to very serious disabilities.
Ancitizens we arebound to pay our share of the taxation of the
country,and toprovideout of it for thefreeeducationof the children
of thecountry. Now, if our principles permitted us to availour-
selves of theeducational system that is according to the law of the
land weshouldbesparedconsiderableexpense and trouble; but if
we donot availourselves of it, this very fact is a convincing proof
thatweabstain becauseitisimpossiblefor us todo otherwiseconsisently
with the obligation that we owe to Almighty God according to our
principlesandconscience. Instead of provoking angry opposition
this actiononour partought toconciliate respect from others, and to
induce them todo everythingintheir power to help us. Instead of
this being thecase,Iregret tosay our abstaining from whatIterm,
andhavealways termed,countenancing godlessschools,hasprevoked
thehatredandoppositionof the patronsof those schools. This ap-
pears tobe extraordinary,because the opposite sentiments ought to
be engendered, particularly whenitis borne in mind that themotive
for our conductis not one of opposition to the authorities of tbe
country,but a motivearising from the obligation we owe to God,
and to the highest interests of our children. In consequence
of this state of things your leaders in every part of the colony
have never ceased to demand, on your part, some aid out of
the public funds for the maintenance of Catholic schools. Tbis is
a most just andreasonable demandon their part, andone that ought
not to be resisted. Our demands for justice,however, arereceived
rotonly inaspirit of opposition,but in aspirit thatIdonofc care to
designate. Iholdinmy handa statementmade by one of our oppo-
nents,andIwill read a few extracts fromitinorder that you may
form your own opinionof them. Recently the Tablet,anewspaper
for the existence of which you ought to thank Almighty God, in
arguing thequestionverytemperately,stated that as wearea seventh
of the community, we are entitled to a seventhof the educational
expenditurefor our ownschools. And are we not entitled to a fair
share of the expenditure for our own schools ? Why should the
amount contributedby usbe spenton schools for other people'schil-
dren, whilst not a penny is spent on ourown1 Itis amost unjust
andiniquitous proceeding,andone against which weareentitled to
raise our voices. And weshallnevercease toagitateagainst such a
policy, because itis nothingmorenor less than public plunder and
downright robbery. These arestrong words,but the poverty of the
English language isso great that there arenoother wordsin which
to describe the injustice done to the Catholic body in this colony.
The article in theTab1 kt wentfurther,in stating thatinthelast four
years nearly two millions of money had been spent on godless
schools, and theCatholics hada right todemandrestitution. This
also is a most just andequitable demandjfor ofall themoney spent
in these four years,not oneshilling has been spent for thepurpose
of the education of Catholics. The Catholics,as abody, have stead-
fastlykeptaway from all participationin the expenditureof money
on tbe godless schools;and haveemphasised their protest by erec-
tingand continuingtoerect schoolsof their ownineverypart of the
country. Whilst so doing, they have been also paying towards the

1maintenanceof public schools;and tbisamounts to adoubletaxon

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
CONSECRATION OF THE CONVENT OF THE

HOLY ROSARY AT OAMARU.

Friday,Oct. 6,1882.

Some four or fire weeksago, tbeDominicannuns arrivedin Oamarufor tbe purpose of opening a convent and school, and the ceremony
of blessing the convent was performed last Sunday by his LordshipItbeBishop. *i

The Kigbt Rev.Dr. Movan arrived in Oamaru on the previousbaturday, and on Sunday morning at 11 o'clock celebrated HighMass in the chapel, assistedby the Rev.FatherBurke andMrLynch.After MasshisLordshipadministeredthesacrament of confirmation,andbefore doing so addressed those who came forward to receive iton their duties,and privileges. In so doinghis Lordship alluded totheimportanceof proper preparationfor the reception of so greatasacrament, which,,like alltheothers, bdre a very close relationship
to the Divine Redeemer. "For that reason"hesaid, "Itismostim-
portant initself,most honorable to you,'andmost necessary toyourspirituallife. Inorder toattain thatspirituallife,youstandinneedofthe graceof God because ofyourselvebyoucan do nothing. Thegraces of which you stand in need.cost theDivine Redeemer verydear indeed;and inorder that you may placeupon them apropervalue youshouldbear that inmind. Hfe is not a mere man—not acreature, however exalted,—not a sovereign, or king, or emperor iof this earth, but oneinfinitely greater ;'Kingof Kings, and Lordof!Lords;the creatorof the whole world,and themasterofall things.|He is the great beingwhohadnobeginning and will have no end;,for He existsby the forceof His own nature,and from eternity toIeternity. Yet exalted as He is, <md all sufficient in Himself, so

'
much didhe lovehis fallen creatures that he becamea man;so thatby so doing, Hemight be asacrifice for yoursins, and earn for youaneternal crown. Couldthere be any greater kindness or strongermanifestationsof love? By His suffering and death He accom-plished the great mystery for which He came— the sacrifice for ;our sins. And in order that each individual sharer in fallennature should become a sharer in His graces, He establishedthe sacraments, of which you are about to receive one. Theseare the channels of thegraces of God; having their source in Hiswounded side, m theSacred Heart on; the cross, and they stretchon,as it were,from age to age throughout the entire world, to thesouls of theindividualswho receive theW and who are prepared to!
receivethem. One of these sacraments is confirmation, whichmakesyoustrongand perfectChristiana ;communicating to youpersonallytheHoly Ghost who brings with Him the gifts of wisdom,under-standing, counsel, fortitude, knowledge,1 piety, and the fear of theLord, and imprints a character not tobe blottedout. Itgives also a!specialgrace to enableyou to confess yourfaith openly andmanfully,toresist all theassaults made against itby the world, the devil,andyour own passions. The specialimportajnce of this sacrament arisesfrom the fact that it was specially intended to strengthen youinfaith, the most important of the virtues, which is called by the

'
Council ofTrent the rootand foundation of justification, and withoutwhich,according to St.Paul, itis impossible toplease God. You see,therefore,how great this sacrament is, tmd what wonderfulblessings
itbestowson those whoreceive it worthily; what ahigh bonourttconfers upon them, bringing them intointimateconnection with thethirdperson of theeternal Trinity, and .making them the soldiersoftheDivine Redeemer. To be sharers in theseblessings itis necessaryfor those whoreceive this sacrament to be properly prepared,andtherefore those whocome to years of discretionshouldbe instructedintheir religion, so that they may understand what they are doing,andbe enabled toact rationally in ratifying thepromisesmade forthem by their sponsors in baptism. Hence the importance of thecatechism, and of the instructions prepiratory to confirmation. Inaddition, it isnecessary tobe in a state of grace, that is— tobe freefrom mortal sm,and tobe in this stateitisnecessaryfor allthose whoareto be confirmed togo toconfessionandreceiveabsolution. All thesacramenteconfer on thosein properdispositiontoreceive them whatare termed the sacramentalgraces;butfas there areno limits to thebounty of God, there aremany other gVaces whichmay be receivedby those whose dispositions are of a Higher order. Those whoarepreparedbest receivemost graces,and those who are less wellpre-pared will receiveless;and those whose hope, faithandcharity arenot veryardentwill be,perhaps,put off with the sacramental graceonly. Whenyou consider the manydifficultiesyou have toencounteron theroad toheavenyou ought tobe zealous toobtainall the gracesyou possibly can. And Inow exhort you to enliven yourpiety inorder that youmay receive this sacrament with the plenitude of itsgraces." *

HisLordship thenadministered the sacrament, and afterwardsaddressed the recipients as follows: '"
Ihave to impress uponyou tbe importanceof thanksgiving:liou havereceived a great gift and asingular grace. Christ has con-firmed you;givenyououtof His ownsacred heartthegrace toenableyou toprofess your faith, to believe withgreater tenacity thanbefore,

and toresist all the assaults that can bemade on yourfaith. Youare bound to return thanks to Almighty God for havinggiven youthis sacrament;you will, therefore, set apart some little portionofto:day for that special purpose. During that time you will thankHim, and ask Him to bless youtill the endof your lives; to giveyougrace tobe good Christians and fervent Catholics :zealous for
tthepromotionof the honour and glory of God, for your own salva-
tion and thatof your neighbour. And while youdo this,don't for-get to offer upa littleprayer for theBishop who has administeredtoyou this sacrament."

His Lordship then addressed the crowded congregation asfollows:
—

"Ihave tocongratulate youon two points; first, inreference towhat we have witnessed to-day. The church has been fullat tbe
various services,andIfeel confidentIdonot exaggerate in sayingthat everyone present at the two first Masses receivedHoly Com-
munion. Numbers went toconfession yesterdayand wereotrength-

11


