
Below willbe found the account of the grand ceremony that took
placeintheVaticaa, on Sunday, the 15th January, for the Beati*
fication of the Venerable Alphonso d'Oroczo Heligious of the
Augustinianorder,of the Provence of Castille. Alphonso d'Oroczo
wasbornin1500.at Orope9a,a flourishing districtin the diocese of
Avila. His family wasillustriousby bloodas well aaby thesplendour
of thehighest virtues. Hisfirst studies were made at Toledo, and
thenhepassedon to theUniversity of Salamanca, werehe made hit
Theology. In 1521 he entered the Convent of the Augustinians,
which had justbeforebecome distinguishedas thehomeof St.Thomas
of Villanova. He wassoona markedman in the Order,both fjrhis
learning and his piety. He was appointed Superior, first of one
Conventand thenanother,and everywhere he left indelibleproofsof
his prudence ingoverning. Incourse of time he became Superiorof
the ProvinceofMexico,Visitor of the Canaries, and first Rector of
thecelebrate1CollegeMary of Arragon, at Madrid, The Emperor
Charles V. chose him for his Court Preacher and intimate adviser,
andshortly afterwards (A. D. 1556) abdicatedthe crownof Austrim
andSpain, andretired into the Convent of St. Justus, in Spanish
Estramadura, there to meditate on the truths totified to him by
Alphonso. The latter too wished to retire from the court to his
cloister;but Philip, who succeededCharles, wouldnot consent, ashe
hadbecome accustomedtolay beforehim the importantaffairsof the
kingdom.

Blessed Alphonsodidnot confine himself topreaching the word
of GoJ ;but,being enjoined by the Blessed Virgin in a vision to
write,among other workshe left one on" the Twelve Privileges of
Mary." This visionhas been so well authenticated, that it formed
the subject of oneof the four large paintings, executed each by one
of the mastersof the day, conspicuous in the Hall in which th«
ceremonyof Beatification took place. Another of thf-se paintings
representedAlphonsj preaching to the Court of Madrid, on the
dutiesof Princes, in the presence of Charles V, who, soonafterwards,
renounced the crownandretired to a monastery.

Here aresome of the words addressed to Sovereigns by Blessed
Alphonso: "

Youare called to exercise an authority ordained for
thetemporal and the spiritualgoodof your subjects. Your treaaur*
must be thepossessionof their hearts, your only ambitionthe desire
of making them happy. Let the eloquence of your good example
speakaloud to themultitude, letit strike their senses, and induce
them to respect and love. All things here below pass away;
possession0,glory,riches;justice alone is immortal. Obedient to
the Church, the inexorable avenger of justice and truth, over
whose empireages pass insuccession as do yearsover your thrones,
nevtrceasetobe zealous for its triumphs and tomaintain its rights.
Ifyouviolateits laws,you will go straight, sooneror later on to
inevitable expiations;retributive justice,auch as comes in this world,
will enkindle from your very misdeeds the flames that devour them.

iDo not reject, then,as irksome the reflection that your crown is
transitory,a quiteuseless weight,unless by goodworksyouexchange
it for a crownin Heaven.

"
Has notLso XIIIbeen inspired from Heavea to authorise the

Beatification,at this verymoment,ofthe greatpreacher in the 16th
Century, whoin his day preached toPrinces in the very words in
which PopeLeo XIIIhimself addressed them as soon as he had
ascended thePontifical throne ?

Blessed Alphonsodiedin1591,the 19thSeptember. The process
of hiabeatification began very soonafter his death, but only in1732
a decree of theHoly Congregation of Rites dtdaied that he had
possessedthe Theological and Cardinal virtues ina heroic degree.
Jn 1874,Pius IXapprovedof tw» miracles that had been examined
by theCongregation ofRites, andin 1876 he signed the Decree for
the Beatification,
Ibelievein the Holy Catholic Church,the CommunionofSaint.— Bombay Catholic Examiner.

A south London postman on Monday discovereda sovereign in
a letter-box. Attachedto thecoin,by meansof a hole thathad been

I drilled through it, was a label stating that the money was intended
as a Christmas-box for the finder. Last year a similaramount was
foundin thesamebox
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lights in the room, ignorant ofthe fact that the vapour ignites at a
low temperature,andwhenmixed with the atmospheredetonates with
a violence scarcely less than that of dynamite. These data would
entirely agree withand explainthe fact that in thecase of theDoterel
there werethree distinct reports

—
thefirst probably being thatof the

drier,and the other twoof the separate chambers of tbe magazine
Since the explanations of the Triumph disaster one of tbe

carpenters on board the Doterel has came forward to describe the
storage of the xerotine siccative. Itis stated thattie roominwhich
it was contained was separated from the magazine only bya thitx
sheet of steel. A barrel containing the drier hadbeen burstbysome
mean9, and the exuding liquid gave off a disagreeable vapour.
Hands wereset down to"mop up" liquid and to removethe vessel,
and this wasbeing done when the shipblew up. The carpenterhat
nodoubt that the siccativebecame ignited, and thatit fired the gun-
powder. This was only to be expected, because the steel plate
partition didnot actually cut off themagazine from the paintstore-
room, not fitting ti»ht at the bottom, and,as a matter of fact, "
portionof the fluid flowed through into themagazineunder themetal
plate.

This matter will be at once referred to the committee now
investigating coal gas explosions in the navy, sitting under the
presidency of Vice-Admiral Luard, C. B. Tho Government, itU
understood, have also determined to re-open tbe Doterel court*

1 martial to inquireinto the facts abovestated.
—

Exchange.

THE VENERABLE ALPHONSO D'OROCZO.

XEROTINE SICCATIVE.

Themembers of the Blenheimbranch of theH.A.C.B. Society and
a few of their friends celebrated the eve of St. Patrick's Day by \
dining together in the old church, which the Rev. Father Foley has
lately had fitted for the girls' school, for which it is extremelywell
adapted,being quite a credit to the district. The roomwas taste-
fully decorated for the occasion of the dinner, and the good things
provideddoubtlessseemed all the more inviting from the fact that
thoseabout to partake of them had passed the day onmeagre fare
tnat they might regale themselves in the evening free from Lenten
restrictions. J. Ward, Esq., J.P., occupied the chair, and Mr. J.
Morrison the vice-chair. The Rev. Fathers Foley and McCaughey
honoured the Society by their presence, and contributedmuch to the
success of the entertainment.

The toast"Our Holy Father Leo XIII.," aa natural in such a
purely Catholic gathering, was received with enthusiasm, and as
becomes Catholics who,whenreally trueto their religion, areever true
and loyal to dulyestablished authority. Her Most GraciousMajesty
was also duly honoured. Most of the usual toasts received their
share of attention, and amongst the rest as specially welcomedmay
bementioned"theclergy,"coupledwith the nameRev.Father Foley."The H.A.C.B. Society and the feast we meet tohonour," proposed
by Mr. Kennedy, was also veryheartily received.

The Rev. Father McOaugbey,inresponding to this the toastof
the evening, said :— Mr. Chairman aud membersof the Blenheim
branch of the H.A.C.B. Society, need Isay thatIamproud to be
here this evening;and that for morereasons than one. First, lam

Sroud tobe here to join with you in celebrating the anniversary of
irin's Patron Saint (St. Patrick), and cherishing the memory of

Ireland;second, toacquaint youof a fact thatperhaps you arenot
awareof, that is:Ihave had the honour of being enrolled in the
ranksof the Wellington branch of yeur Society. Many yearshave
passedaway since, aud yetIhave never asked for my clearance, so
thatIam afraid to do so now, lest Imight have to "anty up

"
the

arrears. (Laughter.) Ithink the bestthingIcandois to join your
branch as a new member. Speaking of the day we celebrate,needI
bring youback in memory to the days of yore and times goneby,
whenSt. Patrick first Bet his foot on Irish soil,and tell youhow he
foundIreland apagan nation, and lefther Christian. NeedIbring
youback to those days, and tell you how he anointed her forehead
with the ointment of faith, and which, from that day to this, has
neverbeeneffaced. No !youknow it,yon believeit. This is some-
thing to be proudof ;and evt-ry Irishheart, in every land andevery
clime, should hear withdelight and say withpride:nonationunder
the sun has kept thi faith as well as Erin's Isle. My friend*, as
Hibernians, you are to cherish the memory of Ireland, tocondole
withher inherafflictions, to rejoice withherin her prosperity. But,
alas !it is the former partyou arecalled upon to donow. The baud
of the oppressoris layingheavily upon the nation;she groans with
theburden;whatyoucan do torelieveher do it. Atleast let your
sympathieswaft across thebroad Atlantic and blend in the voiceof
theland,

— "Let allunite in peacefulagitation, in order toobtain our
rights of national legislation.""The Officers of the Blenheim branch

"
was proposedby Mr.P.

O'Sullivan, andrespondedtoby thePresident,Mr.James O'Sullivan.
Perhaps the heartiest reception of all was reserved fur

"
the

Emerald Isle,"proposedby the Chairman and responded to by Mr.
Morrison.

The healthof the caterer, Mr. McCartney, camein due course,
proposedby Mr.O'Neill, andthe opportunity was taken to show that
Mr. McCartney'seffortswereappreciated.

At the conclusionmusical honours were accorded the Chairman,
whose health wasproposed by Bey.Father McCaughey.
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There is "very reasontobelieve that the recent explosion on board
her Majesty's shipTriumph baabrought to light the true causeof the
lamentabledisaster by which the Doterel was destroyed, and the '
lives of 145officersand mensacrificed on April26th last. Tbe couit- |
martial which inquiredinto the sad catastrophe came t« the conclus- \
ion thatit was occasionedby the accidental ignition of the coalgas i
liberated in thebunkers,andspecial methods of ventilation wereat i
onceadoptedonboardsomeof the largest shipsin the navy to avoid
therecurrence ofa similar calamity. By theaccidentto the Triumph,
however,anewandstartling light has been thrown on the whole
matter. Thatexplosionwas tracedbeyondquestionto theaccidental
ignition of a

" patent drier
"

known as " Xerotine siccative,"
and this facthas educednewevidence with regard to the Doterel,
making itin tbehighest degree probable that her destruction was
attributable to the same cause.

Itwouldseem that in the year which has ju6t"closed there were
three.very similar explosionson boardshipsof the'navy. Tbe first ofthese',occurring without fatal results, called the attention of the
Admiralty to tbe dangerous character of the patent driers,and in
June last— a considerabletime afterthewarning

— "my lords
"

issmd
ageneralcircular not nearly speci'.c enough asto the peril tobe
guarded against

— urging caution in the storage of this material.
Meanwhile the awfuldisaster to theDoterel bad happened, but had
beenset down toother causes. Then before theyear closed camethe
leakageonboard the Triumph, the diffusion of thevapourinthe ship's
compartment, its accidental ignition and explosion, causing the
deaths of threemenandserious injuries to sevenothers.

It now transpires that the Doterel also carries a quantity of
xerotinesiccative in her paintroom, and this was next the powder
magazines. Further, it is known that immediately preceding the
explosionsome of tbe hands were employed in moving a vessel

Containing this verysubstance, and from which,it was leaking and
givingoff a largeamouDtof vapour. This they weredoing, employing


