
The correspondentof the Freeman, writing from Emly on Friday
Jan. 20th,says:

—
I

The blessing of the cross of the new Church of St. Ailbe was r

performed by his Gracethe ArchbishopofCasbel atEmlyyesterday.
Although the comingofthe Archbishop to Emly was known only a
few hours before the ceremony took place, the wholecountry from
within four or five miles of a radius turned outto meet him. Emly
itself made a holiday of the occasion,andhadits streetsgaily decked ]
with flagsand laurelarches.' The greatestenthusiasmprevailed,and
the reception given thepatriot prelate wassuch as for him has be- ,
comecharacteristicin the archdiocese. Theblessing of the cross was
performedin thepresence ofabout four thousandpersons. I

His Grace,oncoming forward toaddress thepeople,wasreceived
withprolonged cheering. In the courseof a lengthened and power- !
ful spsech be said

—
Ineednot wayhow delightedIam tomeet you.

Iam never so happy as when in themidst of my people (cheers).!
The peopleare thegoodpastor's pride, and will oneday behis crown;
andglory. Itaffords me special pleasuretobe here to-day,for, asI
waspresent, when theprimary stone of your beautiful church was
laid, close on two years ago,it appears to be most fitting that I
should be here to-day whenthe crowning stone of the building, the
cross, has been raised to its final resting-pl&ce (loud cheers). LongI
years,as youknow,have goneby since St. Patrick first planted the
cross on the foil of Ireland. What trials and troubles and strange!
vicissitudes havecome upon our country 6ince then1 We have hadi
wars, andrisings, and struggles ofright against might, repeatedover
andoveragain;onetriumphing to-dayonly tobedefeated to-morrow;
onestandard triumphantnow and torn to pieces tomorrow. But the

'

standard and the religion of the Cross, ever assailed on all sides by
fire andsword,and all thenameless persecutionswhich themalignity
of bad mencould suggest, have never been beaten downin Ireland
(loud cheers). The Cross has a fresh triumphhere to-day,andit is
my great pride to witnessit. Two yearsago,asIsaid before,Iwas
last here in your midst.

—
Itwas a memorable day

—
memorable for

the numbers that were assembled, for the enthusiasm displayed,
the generosity manifested, and memorable, above all, for the
fearless and emphatic pronouncement made by me in favour of
the great movementand the great men who guided it,which was
thenonly inits infancy, and which was assailedand misrepresented
by leading personages in Ireland (loud cheering). Istood up then
almost alone to defend that movement, and all Isaid then in its
defenceIwish to repeathere to-day (enthusiastic cheer-*). Ithen
sawnoreason why our goodandindustrious peopleshouldnot be as
wellfed,as well clad,as well housed, in every way as comfortable,
as the peopleof any other country, according to their class and
condition inlife (cheers). Iwish to be understood tosay the same
to-day,and to add that Ishall neverbe content, and that Ibelieve
thepeopler>f Ireland willneverbe content,until this,their plainright
"tolive and thrive

"
in their nativeland,shall have been practically

recognised (renewedcheers). My mottoalways has been, "Be just
and fear not

"
(hear, hear). Butbe just all round. Be jnst in meeting

all your legitimate engagements, but be just also to yourselves and
yourchildren (loud cheers). Beside the cross,as it restsupon the
top ofthenewchurch,Isee floatingthetime-honoured flagof Ireland.
Iampleased tosee this suggestive blendingof thetwogreat emblems
of our nativeland— the green flag thathas never been dishonoured,
and thecrossthat canknow nothing of defeat (loud cheers). They
typify beautifully theunionof priests aid people

—
thatunion which

Ihavealways striven to cherish and strengthen. Ishall only say,
in thewords .of one of the greatest patriot orators, Esto perpetua
(loud cheers). His Grace concluded by thankiug the people once
again for the warmth of their welcome.

KILLED BY LIGHTNING.

Washington, Jan. 26.
—

In the House of RepresentativesRobinson
(N.Y.)said Theodore of Abyssinia once took it into his head to arrest
anEnglishman travelling in his Territory. England interfered,and
by English force those prisoners were released, the capital of
Abyssiuia laid in ashes, and theKing killed. He did not ask for
anythingmore in this casethan that America should do the same
thing. (Laughter.) Itwas a good precedent. If we have any
respect for Americancitizenship,if we haveears tohear the groans
above the tinkle of the goblets of champagne, by which the repre-
sentatives ofour Government aredeftated. so they cannot hear them,
if our ears can hear them,Iask no more than that we follow the
exampleof England, send over troops enough to take these menout
of prisonand layLondon inashes by our artillery. Admiral Porter
is idle, General Grant is outof the army aniwants toget b-v*k, and
Sherman isaprettygood General. Let us send tkose men over with
enough forceof American cannonto take these prisonersout of Eng-
lish b%stiles.

Hazelton inquiredthenames oftheprisoners? WasParnell one?
Robinson

—
No,Parnell isnot me of our citizens, bnt it would beour

duty tomakehim one. Heis the son of thenoblest womanin this conn-
try. Heisagrandson of thenoblest American Conatnoiorewhobrought
low on the oceanthatflagwhich wasshamefullyhoisted afew dayssince
iat Yorktown. Kobinson referred to Ireland, and then stopping,'
begged correspondents and journalists not to say he was talking

1 aboutIreland whenhe wastalk:ngabout this great American subject." He referred tobia service as correspondent, and create! a burst of
laughter by stating thathe wasexpelled from a seat in the House of
Representativesin consequence of making a slighting: allu«ion to
Ohio sausages. Referring to the case of Michael Boyton, he
characterized the actionof the StateDepartment a cowardly crawl-

l ing outof the contest. Oh, that theUnited States had a vesseloffI the coastof England with powderand ball enough toopen the way
[ for American citizens tocome home. Great Britain had Ireland by
j the throat and inneed,and America lacked the manhoodandhardi-
I hood to interfere. He then ridiculed theaction of our foreign Min-
j ister*, declaring that about theironly business was in learning the
I tricks of monarchies and aristocratsandbringing them home andia-
|oculating our system with them;poisoning our blood with political
|pyaemia. "We are all gone orgoing," heexclaimed,"to the devil."

(Laughter.) Robinson said thatwhether theBritish flag wassaluted
at Yorktowninamoment ofgush and folly or aj3tbet:'sm it wasnot
doneby the sanction of this House. Cox (New "-.jfk) said this
questionof reaching out ahelping hand to Irishman who had been
naturalized hadmany valuable and useful precedents. Personsof
foreign birth,but naturalized in this country, must be regarded as
"ntitled toevery rightand protectionwhichbelonged toanative-born
citizen,and when thenation wasforgetful of its duty to one of its
citizen?, it wasinprocess of doc<»dence. He attributed in part the
|present distressed conditions of Ireland tothe policy of England, in
;closing its prison doors upon its chosen representative men. In
;arresting,under asuspensionof habeas corpus, American citizensand

British members of Parliament, Mr. Gladstone placed himself out-
side the paleof humanity. Cox eulogized the Irish race, and was
greetedwithapplause.

In Yorkshire,England, lately, a burglar was found in a very
tight place indeed. His legs werehanging downa chimney in which
he hadstuck,and it wasnecessary to take down the mantlepieceand
part of the chimney torelease him.

A return was issued from the War Office, Dec. 29, showing the
total number of troops of allarmsquarteredinIreland during each
yearsince 1861. In thatyear the military force numbered 24,000
but in thefollowing yearit fell to21,000, from which it fellto 20,000
during the three succeeding years,and it did not go beyond the
figurefor 1861nntil 1871, whenitreached 26,000. In 1872node-
crease in the strengthof themilitary establishment is shown,but in,
1873 it wentdown to 24,000,and in subsequent years up to 1878 it
vaiied from 21,000 to 23,000. In1879 a large fallingoff is shown, as
theforce is put downat 18,000,and in 1880 it is only a thousand
more. This diminutionis readily accounted for by theBoer, Afghan
and Zulu wars,which necessitated the withdrawal of all available
troops to the field. In the presentyear themilitary force in Ireland
had reached thi extraordinary total of over forty thousand, very
nearly double what it hadbeenduring any year for the pasttwenty.
During the yearsof the Fenian risrngjit never exceeded twenty-two
thousand.

(Correspondent of Graaf Reinet Advertiser,}
Aberdeen,28th Jan.,1882.

The drought has been veryseverein some partsof this district, for
therehas been norain for months. Farmers havebeen unable to
sow mealies, pumpkins, &c. for want of water. Many intheKariega
ward have been compelled to abandon their farms, and trek with
theirstock insearch of water.

But the season for thunderstorms,in this district, has now com-
menced ;and several havealready passed overparts of the district,
pouring out their fertilising showers and filling dams and other
reservoirs with the precious liquid. Thonderstorms have been
anxiously desired by many a thirsty soul in thisdistrict, this season.
But, while they do an immense amount of good,yet they have their
dark side. And the sad intelligence has beenbrought into town to-
day that, a farmer andbis wife have bothbeenstruck deadby light-
ning.

JanE6terhuizen,of Steinbokvlakte,a farm about 20 miles tothe
westof Aberdeen,incompany withhis wife,about3 o'clock yesterday
afternoon, went from their house to a dam about 200 or 300 yards
distant,to watcha stream ofwater flowing into it from a distant part
"whererainhadrecently fallen. The dam hadbeen nearly, orquite,
emptied by the drought ;and they would naturally feel anxious to
haveUnfilled again. Butthe thunderstorm,which wasin theirneigh-
bourhood, appearedto be recedingfurther from them. Suddenly a
flashof lightning dartedacross theheavensand killed them both.

Some peopleon anadjoining farm say that they were watching
the storm, that they observeda small cloud,detached from themass,
andnearerEsterhuizen's house. Andwhilethey wer« watching they
mwaflash of lightning proceed from the small cloudinan oblique
direction towards Esterhuizen's house. This was the only flash of
lightning theyobserved in that immediate neighbourhood.

Esterhuizen, although owner of the farm and possessorof con-
siderableflocks, doeenot appeartohavehadany servants. (Perhaps
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he wasnot singular in that respect.) His children those who were
able tended the flocks;and wereatthat time so employed. One of
the younger children discoveredhis parentsat the dam,and was
greatly alarmed by seeinghis father'shair andclo'hes burning. He
immediately ran and called one of his signers, who came, and, in
extinguishing the fire,burned her hands. She then called her eldest
sister, who wastending a flockof sheep, and toldher what hadhap-
pened. t?he immediately caught two horses, spanned theminto the
cart,anddrove to herUncle's for help. Shehad to travelmore than
twelve miles.

Helpdid notcomeuntil long after dark. The corpses werethen
conveyed to the house, andgrave-clothe3pnt on them;and they were
laidBide by side,ready for the inspection of theDistrict Surgeon and
Resident Magistrate, to whom the intelligence was soon communi-
catedby Mr. Sbipmao, aneighbourresiding on thenextfarm. Since
hebeardof the sad event Mr. Shipman has done all that could be
done by ordering the coffins,andsending messengers tovarious mem-
bers of the family, andinother ways.

A family ofsix or sevenchildren, whoseagesrange from 18 years
down to7 months, is suddenly deprivedof bothparentsby one fell
stroke.

IMPRISONED IRISHMEN.
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