
We, Nation, take the followingexcellent article from the Newcastle
Daily Chronicle. Itis one of the most conclusive replies we have
met with to the recent speech of Mr.Bright, and one of the most
effectiveexposures of the sophisms with which that so-called states-
manhas attempted toreconcile his support of Liberaldespotism in
Ireland withLiberal principlesof Government:

—"One worddescribesMr. Bright's speech
—

recantation. His de-
liverance being throughout an apology for politicalconduct whichhis
long, energetic,anddistinguished public lifehas been mainly occu-
piedindenouncing, itcould not well beotherwise than thathe should
be driven torecant. True, the denunciations of the pastmisgovern-
ment were instrict harmony withhisformer utterances;his casting
of the wholeblame of bygone misrule upon political opponents was
also characteristic of him;andhis expressionof repentance forBri-
tish injustice towards Ireland in other days was a kindly pieceof
commonplace longfamiliar, not only to Mr. Bright's audiences, but
to thepublic platformsof both partiesia the State. In these re-
spects, then, theChancellor of theDuchy appearedashehas always
done. Nor indeclaring thatheis no Democratdid he make any re-
cantation. That he neverhas beenis perfectly true. Among other
measuresof a popular character, kis oppositionto the extension of
suffrageprovedthis; which wasalso testifiedto by the hostility he
encountered from the rank, file,and leadership of Chartism

—
the

only genuinely democratic movement that this country has
ever seen. Mr. Bright has done much valuable service to
the cause of freedom amongst us ; since his first appear-
ance among the public men of our country, he has been
one of the purest, most single-eyed, and best among them.
Buthe has neverpretended to be aDemocrat. While determinedly
opposedtothose political notions which, when unrestrained,ledup
to the"gagging Acts

"
of Sidmouth and Castlereagh, to"blanket

meetings
"

in England, to secret societies in Ireland, and to the
arrogantexerciseof force all round

—
while thus opposed,Mr.Bright

has neverrealised the ideal of Democracy seeking toassert itself as a
dominantinstitution, rather thanas a simple political element under
oneor other form of Government. As such,itaims at that system of
rule

—
the highest conception of Liberalism

— " according to which
everymember of society is consideredas aman, andnothingmore."
Mr. Bright has beenall along a politicianof theManchester school,
whoseprime characteristicis to supplant feudalism by capital, trans-
ferring the gilt of the former's sword to the yard-stick of the latter.
It hates the titled aristocracy;but it by no means regards the
labouring class asona footingof equality with itself. Politically it
is a schoolnot without charity, and is willing to make concessions
andgrant political favours to the wages-winning multitude

—
not, it

is true, according to the Democratic formula of
"Liberty,equality.

andfraternity," but accordingas its ownsenseof superiority suggests
whetheror not themultitude is fitted to receive them,or according
as its senseof safety is shaken into yielding them. Butiv all these
things theell isits measure,alikeofpoliticsandof morality, whether
itis gatheringmoney inits churches to convert theheathen Hindu,
ormaking wheels inits workshopsfor thecarof Juggernaut. English
middle-classLiberalism issomething verydifferentfrom Democracy;
andnomanknows this better thanMr.Bright.

The ChancelloroftheDuchy wasnolessunhappy inhis references
to the action of the American Irish

—
to the money they send over

and the sympathy which is maintained between them and their
brethren in the old country. To say nothing of his taking up the
taleof thepartizau andhackneyedargument which wilfully ignores
the vastsums of moneynow being collected in Ireland itself, and
which deniesall constitutional aims and honest intentions to the
LandLeague organisers in England, Mr. Bright forgot at this point
his ownrecent summingupof themoneyssent home bytheAmerican
Irish, the plaudits he poured out about it, and the arguments he
drew fromitas topoliticaland social virtues of the highest order.
He whonowreviles the actionof the Irish beyond the Atlantic and
the home-sympathy with that region thus spoke in 1866, in the
Rotundo,Dublin:

— "A few days ago a most esteemed citizen of
Dublin toldmethat he believed thata verylarge portion of whathe
called the poor, amongst Irishmen, sympathised withany scheme or
any propositionthat waaadverse to the Imperial Government, He
said, further, that thepeoplehere areratherin thecountrythan of it,
and that they arelookingto England. Ithink there is a good deal
in that. When weconsider howmany Irishmenhave founda refuge
in America,Idonot know now we can wonder at thatstatement.
Youwillrecollect that when the ancient Hebrew prophet prayed in
his captivity heprayedwithhis window opened towards Jerusalem.
Sou know that the followersof Mahomiaed, when they pray, turn
their faces towardsMecca. When the Irish peasant asks for food,
and freedom, and blessing, his eye follows the setting sun; the
aspirationof hisheart reachbeyond thewide Atlantic,and inspirit
he grasps hands with thegreatRepublicof theWest." Mr. Bright's
talk aboutarmedresistance would havebeenin place had any but
fools contemplated itin a country totally disarmed, and swarming. with troops three times more numerous than the English army at

J~ Waterloo. But by far the curellest allusion he didmake wasregard-" ingthe representationofIrelandas comparedwith that of England.
Ireland,itis true, has morethanher dueproportionofmembers;but
itis her governing classes thathavethem, while thegreat bulk of the
populationisentirely deprivedofthe franchise. Mr.Brightmaintains
that the grievances of Ireland have been practically all redressed
and thatshe hasmore than her share of politicaladvantages. One
would think he shouldknow the contrary tobe true. Hemust know
that theReformBill of 1868 didnotrefei toIreland, and that there
the household suffrage for Parliamentary purposes does not exist.
He mustknow about the £4 rating, theabsenceof compulsoryrating,
and the fact that,inthelarge towns,wheretenantspaybythequarter,
they arenot putnponthe ratebook. Leeds,whichis % smaller town
thanDublin, has nearly four times the number of Parliamentary
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suffrage is only one out of a great numbsr of inequalities between
thetwocountries that couldbe mentioned, and that are continually
being exposedMr. Bright asserts, in common with all part legisla-
tors for Ireland,that thepresent Governmenthas given the finishing
stroke to her wants;butatno distant date hemay be shown that
this ishis greatest mistake ofall. His speechsadlybelies his career;
andout of respect for theman, and in full recollectionof the good
hehasdone, we acknowledgeit with sorrow.

Inthematters abovementionedMr.Bright didnot recede from
any positionhe has hitherto occupied;but,otherwise, his speech was
a recantation throughout. All he said was a resolute attempt to
refute whathehadso oftenmentionedbefore, and particularly what
he said,only twelve months ago, in declaring that "Force is no
remedy.

"
To begin with,his opinion asto the sourceof Irishdis-

order has become thoroughly revolutionised;and what he formerly
so stoutlymaintainedas the effecthe now regards asthe cause. He
contends that disorder is the main spring of Irish want and the
secret of itshaving little or no trade. He thought differently, how-
ever, whenhemaintainedthe veryoppositeinthe Rotundoor Dublin
and when, speaking in the House of Commons on the misery and
disorder inIreland, he made the memorable statement thatno man
couldtravelthecountry"withoutfeelingthatsomeenormouscrimehad
beencommitted by the Government under which the peoplelive.

"
Government misrule and not popular misbehaviourwas his fervid
contentionfor therootof thewhole evil,whenaConseivativeGovern-
mentwas advocatingcoercion. Nowhebelievesthat the suspension
of habeascorpusis justifiable;thenhe denounceditinhoming termi
as anact of barbarity ;andthe worldhas notbeenallowed to forget
his burning words in St.James'sHall againet the act of despotismby
which" individualliberty, exceptby consent of the executive," wai
abolished in Ireland,or his accussationthat"LordDerby, as the
representative of his party inParliament, is himself the fomentor of
the discord

"
toallay whichwascalledup

" that ancientand rudeand
savage remedy

—
the remedy ofmilitary force.

"
Itis lamentableto

think, for the sake of political consistency, thathe whohas given
the key-note to ten thousand denunciationsagainst suspending the
constitutionover theheads of a whole peopleshouldbe now posing
as the advocate of that course, and that he who rebuked political
opponents for being unable to govern Ireland with less than 26,000
troops shouldbe activein a Government which miserably fails to
do thesame thing with three times thatnumber,supplemented with
every requisite of arbitrariness. The wretched simile of a captain
and his crew might tell beyond the Vistula, where themillions are
at the bidding of despot'snod. Butit is obnoxiousina freecountry
professing tohold the doctrine that the popularwill is alonesupreme— the true captainof thenational ship. Insucha country the major-
ity of the peopleneverbecome unruly without sufficient cause;and
noone has maintained more energetically thanMr. Bright that in
such a case the responsibility rests with the Government. But he
has changed in this as he has changed in all his idean about
coercion and the propriety of confining respectable citizens in
prison without trial. The only well defined argument advanced
in the speech to justify repressive measures is that of Mr, Healy's
having said something in Parliament about knocking "Govern-
ment into acocked hat." Apart from any misapprehension of the
member for Wexford's reference, which we are inclined to think
there is, if that gentlemensaid anything worthyofimprisonment,let
him be imprisonedforthwith,and if he hasdone anything worthy of
being hanged, let him be hanged by all means. Butsurely what
he said or didis a childish reason for depriving a wholenation of
itsbirthright of freedom.

THE DUKE OF NORFOLK.

Thb spirit moved me this afternoon— All Saints day—
to attend

vespers atthe Chapel of the Nunnery of theAssumption, Kensington
square. The light streams through stained glass windowsof- exqni*
site beauty upon an altar rich with tracery and many coloured
marbles and decked with lovely flowers andcountleas lights. One
by one file in thenunsin long court trains ofdeep violetcloth. The
Prioress leads the choir and the singing is perfectly divine— ai
beautiful as thatof the Sisters of the SacredHeart an Borne. In the
placereserved forladies of rank,Isaw a tall rather stout lady,pray-
ing with great devotion. Ifound out afterwards that it wasthe
Duchess of Norfolk, who is now ona religious retreatin thisholy
house, whilßther husbandis awayat Lourdes ona pilgrimagewith.
his sick son, the infantEarl of Arundel andSurrey, thehopeof the
great house of Howard. The child is notdeaf anddumbas repre-
sented, but nearly blind— a light passed beforehis eyesmakes very
little impression. The pious father hopes" theLady of Sorrow and
pity " will intercede for him, and in this faithless age,his faith,I
think, is most touching, when weremember what amanheis

—
the

father of the poor,the verycomforter of thesorrowing. AllEngland
bears witness of theholiness of life, theuntiring charity, thenobility
and liberality of this most modest and retiring, but also princely
man. The Duchess, after the Queen and Princess of Wales' the
greatest lady inEngland, is themost timid of living women,and the
equal in all that is good withher husband. Some time agoapoor
littlestreet sweeper was runover. The Duchess was passing inher
carriageand saw what happened. In an instant she jumped out,
and lifting the wounded waif, allmuddy and dirty as he was,had
him brought to her carriage, and carried him onher knees to the
Children's Hospital,where you maybe sure everyattention waspaid-
to him.-'An English correspondent.

The Pope has received from Mgr. Veriti, on the partof the
Catholicsof France,amagnificent reliquary,decoratedwithpreciont
stones, and containingportions of thebones of the newlycanonised
SaintBenoit Labre.

21


