
Mr. Parnell, answeringaninterrogation as to the dietary sup-
pliedto thepolitical prisoners,made this statement

— "The cost of
maintaining thesuspects nowin jail through thecountry is not less
than £400 per week. This is a heavy burdenuponthepeople,and
weare now considering whether we shallnot all inalittle time con-
tent ourselves with theprisonfare allowed by theGovernment while
we remaininprison."

Inreference tothe above report the following telegram from
Mr.Parnell from Kilmainham appearedinTuesday's Freetnan:

—
The reportpublishedin this morning's Freeman purporting to

give an account of an interview with me here on Saturday, is in
almost every respect inaccurate and misleading, and altogether mis-
representsmy view of the recent decisions of Mr. Gladstone's sub-
commissioners.

The Freeman adds :—:
—

Inconnection with the hon.gentleman's telegram, wefeel bound
to state that theparticularsof theinterview were communicated by
one of Mr. ParneU's visitors, and the print gives accurately the
version suppliedtous.

A DASTARDLY WAR.

(Glasgow correspondenceof theNation.)
At the recent meeting in the grand National Hall, Mr.Ferguson
enunciated someviewson thequestion, which, as theyhavenot been
hithertonoticed or reported, may be of interest inview of theforth-
comingdebate. Hepointed out how theGovernmenthad notdared
tosay thatit wasillegal for aman to advise another not to pay rent
until certain conditions had been fulfilled, such advicebeingboth
legal and moral, and being given daily. Earl Fitzwilliam,in the
Reform agitation, adviseda runuponthe Bank of England, and Earl
Russell advised the people to strike against the taxesuntilreform
wasconceded. His (Mr. Ferguson's) disagreement with theno-rent
manifesto was simply thatit was inexpedient. If such a move had
beendesirable,a year or so should have beenspentin educating the
people up to the doctrine before thestrike was declared,as in the
case of Griffith's valuation,when it took the Leaguenearly twoyears
toeducate the peopleinto making their demand. The Government
declares it illegal to intimidate men against paying rent. No
Government can tolerate intimidation,andMr. Fergusonholds it tobe, as he always held it, an immoral as well as anillegal weapon.
By careful education in the trueprinciplesof thequestionthe agri-
cultural classes could have been unitedtodo whatNassau Senior, a
Governmentman, morethan 20 yearsagosaid would settle theques-tion—viz., to quietly, legally, and firmly declare against all rent
until the necessary reforms which would enable them to live were
conceded. But a better course than this could havebeen adopted,
andthat is

—
the Land Bill having become law,itshouldhave beenutilised,not by quietly settling down into the erroneousbelief that

the Bill is a permanent or even present settlement. The League
could have fairly put it before the world that in three yearsithad
carrieda bill whichcontainedprinciples which justified its existence
and future action, as well as principles which wouldbenefit the
agricultural classes by millionssterling annually. With the prestige
of this work it could have then pointed out theartificial and un-
scientific character of the Bill. A court toregulaterent is as absurd
as attemptsmade on theContinent to fix thepriceof beef,andhave
jt sold withoutbone. Now,in fact,if asixthof the farmers of Ire-
land went into the. court,all the barristersin thecountry, aided by
all the sub-commissioners whocould reasonably be appointed, would
not in five years have got over half the cases, and in the meantime
if the farmers refuse topay, as they reasonably could, until the fair
rent was fixed

—
by lodging themoney in the court oroffering todo

so
—

half the landlordsof Ireland wouldbe sold off by their creditors,
or wouldsell off verycheap themselves,and this wouldbe "norent"
with a vengeance. All this the League could have pointed out
clearly enough as the consequence of anartificial bill which went
right in the teeth of economic science, and of which the Dukeof
Argyllsays :— "Itis abarbarousenactment against science, andthe
best that canbehoped it will do is speedily tocompleteits o^vndeath
andburial." Mr. Fergusondoes not wish tobe wise after the event.
Those who heardhim yearsago will recognise the sentiments. He
admits that the cowardly and unstatesmanlikearrestof Parnell and
theproclamation of theLeague were enoughtomake boldand bravemen take thecourse that was taken; still, like the chargeat Bala-clava,he declares,"itmayhavebeenbeautifuland magnificent

—
butthen,it wasnot war." To win thegame is the objectof theLeague.wemust now close our ranks, and,without discord, or dissension,or

talkingabout thepast, see whatcourse is tobe takenfor thefuture.
Ifthe expressionofopinion inIreland is to be followedby arrestand
imprisonment, then it is necessary that a number of meetingsbe
arranged, and thatmen whosemoderation in the past could giveno
ground for their arrestshall take their placesat those meetings and
discuss the questions as freely as inEngland, andif arrested they
will break the teethof persecution

—
justas the arrest of Bunyanandthe Noncomformists in Puritan times, and Southwell,Carlisle,and

others inradical timesdid inEngland.

WORD FROM KILMAINHAM.

(FromtheDublinFreeman)
Wab upon womanis not what might be regarded by wise menasthe
most suitable and appropriate fact to characterise the reign of a
woman. However,Queen Victoria reigns, andothersgovern. But,
notwithstanding that she is actually free of responsibility in thematter,andprobably quite ignorant of the extent to which the war-
fare upon womengoes in Ireland,there is nodoubt thathistory will
enumerate it as one of those curious paradoxes which sometimesscandaliseman's senseof the fitness of things that (under the reign
of a woman) women have been bullied and bayoneted in Ire-
land.

Ifit werepossibleto expect any calm and sagacious reflectionfromthose whoareinauthority in this country it might be put to
them forcibly whether they consider they arereally doing credit to
their Sovereign by sanctioning conduct which will leave a stigma
uponher reignsopeculiar initskindas to be indelible. We donot
ask them toconsider the country,nor the feelings of its inhabitants;
wedonot ask them tobethink themselvesthat there are acts whichmayberough yetsoon forgotten,and acts which are paltry whichremain for generations in the memory to envenom every wound.
Throughout theisland,in variouswidely severeddistricts,actsof this
kindhavebeen committed aad are being perpetrated than which
nothing canbe moreconflicting with the spirit of the Constitution,
nothingmoreoutrageous to theprinciples of freedom, nothingmorecertain to perpetuatethe shameandscandal of petty misrule.

The revelationsof theBelmallet inquiry are beyond comment,
forcomment wouldbe poor andpale side by side with the dreadful
facts alicited at the inquest. Thatarmedmen,belonging toanyforcewhatever,could bring themselves under circumstances of no real
peril to fire into a fleeingmob of unarmed peasants,womenandmen,
boys andgirls; that someof thesearmed troopsshould havesunk to
such a slough of cruel cowardice as to stab womentodeathwho were
hasteningfrom them to their wretchedhomes— these are revelation!
which recall the barbaritiesof a past era,andstamp with enduring
shame theconduct of all concerned. Butthe matter does not rest
withrevelations. When offences such as theseare discovered,which
revolt the moralsenseofmankind and evoke instant condemnation
from all just-judging men, thefirst question thought of must neces-
sarilybe the finding out of the offenders and the punishment of the
culprits. Ifsuch things are frankly begun aud honourablyexecuted,
thememory of theredstain would be obliterated by the passage of
Justice. But if, on the contrary, attempts be made to hush the
matterup, tocondone the conduct of the criminals, to screenand
conceal the designatedculprits from theavenging sword of outraged
Law, then, indeed, shall the crimson stain be made ineradicable,
widened,broadened,anddeepened,so as todissever thenations. It
is with regret that we confess to seeing no immediate prospectof such a vindicationof justice as that whichis somuch required.

The Freeman of Monday,November7, says :—:
—

On SaturdayMr. Parnell was visited by Judge Little andMr.George Delaney, two prominentmembers of the HomeRuleLeague'
The country willbe glad to hear that Mr.Parnell has almost entirely
recovered fromhis recent suddenandsevereillness. He is.however
not so strongas when he enteredprison, and the changed conditions
of his life are producing visible effects. Mr. Parnell, we learn,
entered freely into conversation with his visitors. The rule thatLandLeague policy and business should not be discussed was,of
course, rigorously observed,but the workings of theLand Act and
the decisions of the Bub-Commissionerswereunreservedly discussed.We understand that inreply to the questionwhat he thought ofthe Belfast and Castleblayney judgments,

Mr. Parnell stated that thereductions of rentmade by the Sub-Commissioners agree with the estimate he had formed— namely,
that rents inUlster should be reduced to Griffith's valuation. This
insubstance seemed to be the viewof the Sub-Commissionersso far,
andMr. Parnell believes that as a consequence largenumbers of theNortherntenants will resort to the LandCourt.

♥"What about the South?" wasasked.
Mr. Parnell replied—" Ibelieve the reductions in theSouth willprobably not be as large as in the North, andIfear will not satisfy

the tenants who appeal to the court. That at all events is myopinion."
Asked how he thought the reduction of rents generally toGriffith's valuation wouldaffect the landlords.
Mr.Parnell said he thought theeffect wouldbe todrivemany ofthe landowners into actual bankruptcy, while others would be re-duced togreatextremity. Thebulk of the landlordshad mortgagescharges,and claimsupon theirestates, reaching inthe aggregateto
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sums equalto therental of the Government valuation,and when the
actual rental was lessened to that standard a stateof things wonld
ensue which would compel the Government toadoptthe planof buy-
ing out the landlords, or else they would be confronted witha claim
for compensation for the landlords, whose living, in fact, depends;
upon their exaction of rackrents above the Government valuation.
The soundness of the policy of land reform baseduponthetrans-
formation of tenants into proprietors would thenbecomeplaineven
to the most invererate opponents. Reference having been made to
themass of business now before theLand Commission, Mr. Parnell
expressed his conviction that the appointmentof six additional sub-
commissioners would not remove the block. "Itshould not befor-
gotten," Mr. Parnell added, '* that an enormousamount of money
will be spentinlaw costs if the LandCourt is invoked tothe extent
that you (the visitors) appear to believe. You say that 500,000
tenants will require tohavea fair rent fixed. If they go to thecourt
the cost upon each will be at least some pounds,andmillionswill
thus go into thepocketsof thelawyers."

Replying to theobservation that such anexpenditureuponcosts
would hardly b<? made by the tenants.

Mr. Parnell agreed in that view, andsaid it wasprobablethat
a great number of tenantswouldarrange the rent question with their
landlords insteadof going to law. Inconnection with theresort to
the Land Court, the furtherance of appealsanddefraying of costs,
all the advantages, the hon. gentleman felt, lay with the landlord
party, whohadorganised their power and resourcesfor the business,
while the tenantry werewithout any organisation.

Passing from the topicof theLand Court,

21

General Steel is commander-in-chief in Ireland. Steel it asignificant name.


