
A Napiebnewspaperreports that theminahs acclimatisedthere
make continual war upon the pigeons, which arequite unable to
hold theirownagainst them.

Ds. Bulleb speaking the other day at Karori,gave itas an
instance of Maori selfishness that, on one occasion whenhe was
dispensing flour and sngar atFoxtona Native whorepresentedhim.
self as starving, made application for aid, but whenhehad been
given a bagof each of the commodities inquestioninquired. "Well,
but who's topayme for taking themhome1

"
The InangahuaTime*reports the Reefton mining prospects for

the new year to have opened well. He says the samplesof stone
obtaineduponseveral recently granted leasesby prospectorspromise
important finds.

In. the case of the Hon. Charles Johnston Pharazyntried the
other day at the Wellington supreme court for personation,there ap-
pearstohavebeen from thebeginning to the endaseries of bewilder*
mentandblunderingthatitisinfectious toread of. Thedefendantwas
bewildered and blunderedwhen he went into the wrongboothand
recordedhis voteashedidnotintend torecord it. The judge wasbe-
wilderedand blunderedeither whenhe first told the jury that the very
fact of the d«£ endant'9havingvotedtwice constituted theoffence,oi
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the country of secular education must in some degreeaffect
those who support it willingly,as well as those who are forced
to doso whether they willor not, and whom it's cost affects
oppressively. And that it does cost very much more than
thevoluntarysystem is undeniable.

To be willing, however, and even anxious, to pay more
for a systemof schools whose sole advantageis the negative
one, that it does not teach religion, may be accepted as a
questionable mark of wisdom.

But of the difference in cost between the secular system
and the voluntary we obtain the following particulars from
aletter writtento the London Timeson theproposed changes
in the educational system of England, by the Anglican
Rector of NorthWaltham :—:

—
Itake (he says) the complete returns for 1879-80, and

find, roughly speaking, that three out of every four of our
children are educated in voluntary schools, andquite as well
educated asin Board Schools. . . . For three-fourths of
our children ratepayers contribute nothing now;but,in the
alteredcase,four times the present school rate wouldhave to
be levied; and as voluntary schools, though demonetrably
equally efficient, cost far less thanBoardSchool?,the £750,000
now freely given for their support, would not only be lost,
but the presentvoluntary schools,if made into Board Schools
(apart from theenormous prime cost of the structures), would
require the present high rate of Board expenditure. In a
word, 7s. B^d. a head on nearly 2,000,000 of children now
voluntarily given would be thrown away, and the ratesbe
charged withno less than 18s.9fd.ahead for that enormous
and growingnumber. To be exact, this wouldraise (and the
worst of it iB, would unnecessarily raise) the educationrate
now leviedof £636,792 to noless than £2,447,732 !

It is evident, then, that secularists themselves,in common
with those upon whom they force their system, though at a
lower rateowing to their supportingno separate schools,must
pay for the advantage of awant of religious instruction,and
they, at least, show the sincerity of their dislike to this
by their willingness to be additionally taxed, inorder to keep
itoutof the schools. Let us do them all the justice they
deserve; they willingly "pay for their whistle."

The New Zealand Tablet.
Fiat Justitia.FRIDAY, JANUARY 13, 1882.

THE COST OP SECULARISM.

Wb hardly care to blow our own horn very loudly, but we
believe our readers will admitit to tobedue tous toacknowledge
that wehavedonesomething towards advocatingand defending the
Irishcause allthrough thepresentagitation,and for our ownpart we
promise that we shall continue to do so to the end without faltering
orhesitation. But inorder that we shouldbe inapositionto dothis
with good effect, as well ai to fulfil the otherendsfor which the
Tablet wascalled intoexistence,itis verynecessary that themoral
"upportaccordedus inour readers' approval,and whichweso highly
value,should bebacked upby the aid thattheprompt settlementof
accounts is capable of affording us. Itis oneof the conditions of
humanlife that howevermuch engaged themindmay be aboutex-
alted topics, thebody needs to be maintained in a vigorous condition;
ivnewspaperlife also wefind that while our columns aredevoted to
patriotic, religious, politicalandother topics, all ourmachinery must
be keptingood working orderand forthis it is absolutely necessary
that,inplain terms, weshouldhavesufficient money alwaysinhand.
We, therefore,appealto our subscribers toremember ourclaims upon
them, andbediligent andgenerous in acquitting themselvesof them.
Inany particular case the amountdoe to us ma; seeminconsiderable
andsuch as wecan afford to wait for, but when taken altogethera
largesum remains in'thehands of our subscribers,whichit is, never*
theless, most desirable that we should receive withoutdelay. We,
therefore earnestly request of each subscriber to forward us the
amount owingby himas soonaspossible.
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G.RAND INTERCOLONIAL ART-UNION
(Promotedby theVictorian Central Committee of the Irish

NationalLand League), in Aid of theFunds of the
IRISH NATIONAL LAND LEAGUE, and the IRISH LADIES'

LAND LEAGUE, To be drawn for on the
CENTENARY of the DECLARATION OF IRELAND'S INDE-

PENDENCE,MONDAY, 17th APRIL, 1882."We want theLand thatboreus,
We'll make thatcry our chorus;
We'll have ityet

—
though hard to get

—
By theHeavensbending o'er us."'

Pbizes VALUED at £200.
Special Giftprizes from Miss AnnaParnell and theLadies' Land

League,and from Mr. Davitt,Mr.Egan,Mr.T.D. Sullivan,M.P.,Mr.
T.M.Healy,M.P.. andMr. J. W. Walshe

TICKETS, ONE SHILLINGEACH.
Persons desirous of assistingby selling books will be suppliedby

applying toD.J.Denehy, Advocate Office, Melbourne.
/CONVENT OF SACRED HEART, WANGANUI.

The Sisters of St. Joseph will have Accommodation for a few
moreBoarders early inJanuary, whenthe twonew wings just being
addedtothe Convent will be finished.

Terms:Plain Education, Board and Washing, £28 per year.
Music, Drawing,Flower-making,Sec,are extra.

For further particulars,Address
REV. SUPERIORESS,

Conventof theSacredHeart, Wanganui.

T^ANTED— For St.Patrick's School,Greymouth, Head
Teacher,withsalary £200 a year. None but of steady habits and

first-classattainmeutsneed apply.

Applications,with testimonials,to be sent inbefore IstJanuary

1882,addressed to FATHER M'GUINNESS.
VjTTANTED, Certificated Female Teacher for St.*

Patrick's School, Arrow, to open 16th January. For
particulars,apply to

REV. JOHN MACKAY.
NOTICE.

~

Mb. Timothy Mtjkphy has been appointed Canvasser and
Collector of theN. Z. TabletCompany for thecountry. Mr. Murphy
willvisit InvercargillandSouthland next week,where we bespeak
for him thekindly countenanceof our friends andsupporters.

CATHEDRAL FUND.
IBEG to acknowledge,onbehalfof the Most Rev.Dr.Moran, the
followingsubscriptions towards theCathedralFund :—:

—
Mr. Francis Meenan ... ... £5 5 0
Children Convent Schools ... 3 0 0
J. Lennon ... ... 15 0
Waikari ... ... 2 12 6

Weekly Bubscbiptions.
£ s. d. £ s. d.

Per Rev.N.Fitzgerald 3 0 0 Per Mr. J.Dillon 0 7 6
M „ W. Burke 4 0 0 „ „ R. A. Dunne 10 0
„W. J. Hall 2 3 0 „ „ J.Griffin 113 6
„N. Smith 116 0 „ „ P. Fitzpatrick 016 6
„J.Daly 115 0 � � T.B.Conway 10 0„ McGirr 110 0 „ „ W. Cunningham 10 0
„J.T.Harris 0 8 0 „ � J. Brennan 018 0

M. Walsh.


