
altarswerecovered with lovely flowers, that ot the Sacred Heartinparticular, which wasa mass of glorious scarlet and whiteblooms.
The churchwaslikewise largely attended at Vespers, when thehigh
altar was more than usually grand from the tasteful display of
flowers, candles,etc., the large and handsome standards adding to
the air ofdevotion. The sermon waa on the text

"
Ibringyou tid-

ings of great joy,"etc. (St.Lukeii.,10 and 11). The object of the
preacher'sdiscourse wastoinstruct his hearersin thewonderfulbless-
ings whichhavecome tomankind throughthemystery ofthe Incarna-
tion, and thereby to make themraise their hearts to heavenin gra-
titude forsuch favors, and consequently pay their fitting tribute of
welcome to the crib ofBethlehem. The Rev. Father also enlarged
on the stateof the world at the time of the birlh ef Christ, and
showed the lamentablecondition of mankind whenitsDelivererap-
peared. One is glad thatat the Hospital and Asylum efforts were
made tomake this happy time one of joy to the poor patients. In
theHospital the corridor and wards were prettily decorated, and
plenty of mottoes,wreaths, starsandcrosses weretobe seen. At the
Asylum efforts were made for the enjoyment of as many of the
patientsas possiblein thegrounds, someof thewards weredecorated,
and extra tobacco wasdistributed. But by far the most original,
and, letushope,unparalleled way of celebrating this joyful season,
tookplaceatPangarehu, where " themen

"
not only hadaholiday,

decoratedand illuminated their tents,but also, to the number of 200.
wentout anddestroyed about 150 acres of Maori crops, intending
moreovertorepeattheir scandalous pastime.

The school treat wascertainly a verygreat success.
thk About 700 children, and almost as many adults,

SCHOOL TREAT, were present, and a very lengthy programme of
amusements was provided,all of which passed off

with greateclat, under the direction of the Rev.Father O'Donnell,
assisted by severalgentlemen. The parishpriestvisitedthe sceneof
enjoyment during theday ; the Rev.Father Chataigner, of Timaru,
and theRev.Father Walsh, of Lyttelton,were also present. The
children, with their parents and friends,had assembled inchurch at
9.30 a.m.to assist atHolyMass, and they returned in the evening
about6 o'clockforBenedictionof the Most Blessed Sacrament. At
Mass theparishpriestexhorted this favouredportionof his flock topass the day innocently andhappily,urging them toput awayduring
Mass allthoughts of the coming sports;andinthe eveninghe asked
them toreturn thanks for having been preserved from all dangers
whilst engaged in their innocent pastimes. Thus terminated a day
full of joy and pleasant recollections for the children and their
parents, andof sincere gratification to Father O'Donnell, who was
unwearied inhis exertions topromote the comfort and pleasureof all
present.

On many occasions during the past few years
dangers OF Catholicshaveheard theparishpriestdwell on the

mixed terribleevils of
''

MixedMarriages,"and although
marriages, to persons ignorantof these evils, his condemna-

tory remarks might appear somewhat severe, yet
facts so glaring as those frequently brought forward tostrengthenhis
arguments cannot fail tobanish from our minds any misgivings— if
suchwe couldhaye—

asto the dangers otthesemarriages.Itisnot long
since theRev.Father mentioned the cases of two families, the chil-
dren of which

—
ten oreleven in number

—
are now being reared in

openhostility to the Church, in the tenets of Weslejanism ; their
piousmothers having died whilst the children were young. But a
more cruel outrageoffered to the memory of a deceased Catholic can
hardly be recollected than that to which theparishpriestalludedlast
evening at vespers. The talecould not be better told thaninhisown
unvarnished words,whichIwill therefore give asnearly as possible.
Having, according toa fixedand piouscustom,prayed for persons ill
intheparish,theRev.Father requestedprayers for the repose of the
soulof a Mrs.Fisher, whose remains were yesterday interredin the
Churchof England Cemetery,and thuscontinued,"lestitshould seem
strange to youthatIshould ask prayers for one whose remains were
borneto the Church of EnglandCemetery,ImuststatethatMrs.Fisher
wasbornaCatholic,anddieda Catholic. About11o'clockon Christmas
night, two Protestant ladies called at the Presbytery and requested
me tocomeand sec the dying person. Knowing the obstacles paced
in her wayas regarded thepractice of her religion,Iinquiredif her
husband wished thatIshould see his wife; the ladies answered in
the affirmative,adding that it wasathis special request they had
come forme. WhenIreached thehouse, hemet me at the door, and
immediately conducted me tohis wife's room. Irequested allpre-
sent to withdraw for a few moments,and after about three to five
minutes had elapsed,IaskedMr. Fisher and one of the ladies who
hadcome for me to return to the sick room. Willingly andeagerly
they gaveme every facility to administer the Saetanieutof Extreme
Unction, andgive the Apostolic Benediction. The followingnightI
met with the samepolite reception,and, with the husband, remained
a goodwhile atthe bedsi.le of the dying lady. Her death took place
on Thursday morning, andin the evening of the same day, the hus-
bandcalled to request me toconsent toher burial in the Church of
England cemetery. Having explained to him the doctrine of the
Catholic Church on thematter, and having pointed out bis ownun-
accountable inconsistency, he retired, promising to reconsider the
suhjeot. However.he persevere! in hi* firstintention and buried
heraccordingly. Whilst," continued the parishpriest, '"Iask you to
pray for the repose of her soul,Iprotest against such cruel tyranny,
andsuch anoutrage offer*dto thememory of a Catholic;Iprotest
not only in thename of every Catholic of the c'ty,butIalso protest
in thenameof every Catholic of Christendom, whose feelings are
outragedby having a Catholic buried without rites which she held
sacred,and which sometime previously in a solemn profession of
faith, she promised before the altar to revere as sacred, with God's
assistance, to the endof her life." Such is the sad tale Ichronicle
with minglel feelings of pain,r-'gret, and disgust, and with a firm
hope th it for the future the wisdom of the One True Church will be
ever recognised and reveredby her children in the matter of those
sad anddangerous evils,"MixedMarriages."

(Fromour owncorrespondent.)
January 2,1882.

In connection with the Social Science Congress
education of recently held inDublin, Itake the following fiomwomen. an English Protestant paper :— "Thelargest atten-

dance wassecured in the Educational Department,
when two ladies,Mrs. Byeraand Miss Blackburn,read papers on the
Higher Educationof Women ;anda paper was readby Miss Cusack
(theNunof Kenmare)onEducation as a PreparationforEmigration.
The general enthasiasm on behalf of female higher educationwas
not shared by Professor O'Ryan, of Cork, who was altogether
scepticalas to thevalue of a technical college education for ladies.
The ladies, however, found a champion in the Provost of Trinity
College, whose argument, unfolded amid loud cheers, substantially
was, thatwhat, wasintellectually sauce for thegander wasalso saucefor thegoose.Miss Cusack's paper

'A Pleafor EducatingPeople astothe requirementsof Countries to which they werebound toemigrate,
and for the Protection of Young Girls abroad, by founding
Establishments for their reception and guidance,' was favour-
ably discussed. Mr. Connolly, a gpntleman who has enter-tained several sections with experiences of his travels abroad,
related in rich brogue, and with a naive self-approbation
how he had dined with rich men abroad, who had edu-
cated themselves,aftermere schooling atHome,in the fundamentalattainments, readingwriting, and religion. His versionof the three
Rs commended itself particularly to the Roman Catholics, wholargely attended this section. The Nun of Kenmare, whois notunknown totheworld, was one who took part in theproceedings."
Probably a portionof the above is meant as a sneer atthe supposedvoluntary ignorance of "RomanCatholics," but we will letthatpass.Ithink wemust all feelgrateful toour veneratedBishop for his wisewords lately addressed to the pupils of the Wellington ConventSchools, as reported by you in a former issue. Without such an
authority andsupport tofall back upon, Ishould hardly havedared
to^expresssome of the thoughts which have been for years in mymind, and which the experienceof daily life only suffices toconfirm.Iamquite awarethatin the present rage for education so-called,it
is impossible for Catholicsto permit themselves to be left intheback-
ground, and that they arebound toprovide at least equaladvantages
with those offered in the Government Schools; and yetIwould
respectfully inquire of what practical use in the future life of thevast majority of the pupils are the multifarious accomplishments,
fciences,ologies,&c, to whichsomuchof theirtime andattentionis
devoted? At Homeit is a common complaint, evenin the case of
girls occupying a high social position, that on their marriage all the
expensive"knowledge" theyhave studied so longand diligently to
acquire,is quietly laid by for ever. The pianoforte is closed, the
pencil and brushdiscarded, the French, German, andItalian booksneveropened,and soon through the whole list. Itcannotbe denied
that whilethere are exceptional cases in which great talent or even
genius exists,and which will neverrun the risk of being overlooked
or discouraged; still the greater number of students never attainmore than a respectable mediocrity

—
oftentimes far less than that.

Would itnot toe far wiser and better for such as these to cultivatewith diligence the one talentor more theyareconscious of possessing,
andperfect themselves inall thosehomely anddomestic duties which
play so importanta partin the livesof each one of us ? No doubttosomeextentahighly cultivated mind anda varyhigh degree of edu-
cation are sources of pleasure and enjoyment to their possessors,
still,especially in thecolonies, wherethings seemoftenupsidedown,
and ladiesandgentlemen are,by thewill of God,placedinpositions
for which their birth andeducation totally unfits them, it is notdifficult toguess that very frequently their cultivation and refine-
mentmust ratherbe a source of discontent and repining, and thus
become astrong temptation. For thoseborn inless exalted positions
Ishould fear there must often be danger lest the"smattering

"
of

accomplishments they acquireshould leadthem to be ashamed of the
position in which God has placed them, perhaps even of the good
parents who have made such sacrifices to obtain for their children
theadvantages they themselvesnever possessed. Such at least is toooftenthe caseamongst the young folks whoattend the Stateschools.

The Right Hon. Sir William Heathcote,Bart., of
THE KULINO Hursley Park, County of Southampton, has lately

PASSIONstrongdied. He was a very High Churchman, squire of
INdeath. theparishof Hursley, where stands the beautiful

church built from the proceeds of the
"

Christian
year." Someof your readers willnot be familiar with the name of
the author of this work

—
John Keble,— the intimate friend through

life ofthe two great Cardinals, Henry Edward Manning and John
Henry isTc\vman. JohnKeblehovered"on theborders of the Catholic
faitb,but less happy than his illustrious friends, lacked either the
lightor the courage to embrace it. Whether the Catholic "taint"
wasunbearable to Sir William Heathcote, or whether any of his
nearor dear onesactually

'"
wentover

"
doesnot appear,buthis will,

justproved, contains fresh evidence of the undying prejudiceand
hatred of Protestantsagainst our boly faith. It stipulates that "if
any personmade tenant for life of his said estates, or tenant in tail
beforehe comes iuto possession, .shall join the Society of Jesus, or
any order of monks or community in communion with the Church of
Borne, heis to forfeit his interest in the said estates as if he were,
dead,and they are togo to thenextperson entitled."

This happy season was celebrated with great joy
CHBI3TMAS-TIDK. and devotionin the Church of the Most Blessed

Sacrament. The first Mass was said at a very
early hour, and was followed by four others, large congregations
being present ateach;andanother Mass was said at Halswell by
Theparishpriest,the Rev. Father Ginaty. The church wassuitably
decorated,in a light but effectivemanner, the pillarandarchesbeing
wreathedwithgarlands, as also the pulpit and altarrails. The side
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