
Exeter Hall bas received grounds forgrievous
lamentation, but all men of true liberality and
breadth of mind may rejoice. The Archbishopof
Canterbury, in a word, the Earl of Shaftesbury

with other leaders of the "Evangelical
" world, and the Cardin a

Archbishop of Westminster, haveappeared togetheronaplatformin
London in advocacy of the same cause

— thatof the abolition of the
opium trade. This trade, we need hardly say,haslong been adeep
blot upon the fame of England ;we should, perhaps, say the deepest
blot if the spectacle of oppression in Ireland were not so vividly
before oureyes;andin the name of common humanity everyone is
bound todetest it. Cardinal Manning in proposing the second reso-
lution

—
i.e.,"That in the opinion of this meeting theresults of the

sale of opium inBritish Burmah are a disgrace toour government of
India, and demand the most thorough and immediate remedy"—
thus described its effects :—":

— "
In British Burmah, to which his

resolution referred, the population before we entered it weresober,
industrious, and orderly, and both their religion and their law
positively prohibited the use of opium. Now tbey found that,in
consequence of the introduction of opium, the people had been
involved in demoralisation, misery, and ruin, for which we were
exclusively respons.ble. The population were entirely wrecked in
body and soul,and there was auniversal consensus of opinionamong
the natives that the traffic should be utterly and entirely ex-
tinguished." There cannot, wo should think, be any differenceof
opinion among honest peoplewith respect to thenecessity that exists
for putting anend to so abominable a trade, whatevermaybe the
interests involved,and we find a double reason for gratificationin
notiDg the unionagainst itof all sections of Christians.

Theland agitation in Scotlandstill continues, and
Scotchmen, therefore, who condemn the Irish
National LandLeague condemn alsoaninstitution
under whose shadow their ownfellow-countrymen

arestriking for what they regard to be their rights. Itis evident
that it was thepersistency and ability with which the agitationin
Irelandhas been conducted that led to the movement among the
farmers in England and Scotland. The following paragraph clipped
from the weeklyedition of the Times of October 28 shows how the
matter is still being carried on :—":

— "On Friday afternoon a public
meetingof the East Lothian AgriculturalClub washeld in the Corn
Exchange,Haddington, toconsider the present agricultural depres-
sion. Mr. Harper Snawdon occupied the chair, and there was a
large attendance. The Chairman, after referring to some of the
causes of agricultural depression, said that mere temporary abate-
ment of rent would not availin the present crisis. There should be
a revaluationof farms and a substantial reduction of rent?. Were
the landrevalued and the reduction extended,say for five years, that
would enable farmers to keep theirlands cleanandingoodorder and
enable them togo onwith spirit and inhope. But thatmustbo done
at onceif it were to be of any benefit to the existing tenants. It
would evenbe trueaudsoundpolicy in the interests of the landlords
themselves. Without some such measure, he had no hesitation in
saying that a larger number of the present class of tenants would
nlowly but gurely bleed todeath, andbe turnedout of their holdings
ruined men. The following resolutions wereagreed to:

— '
That this

j meeting,believing that farms, taken for aconsiderableperiodback,

at first suppose. Inalmost all humid countries they are extraordin-
arily numerous,and for their sifce possess great muscular power. In
many partsof England a weight of more thau ten tons of dry earth
annually passesthrough their bodies,andis brought to the surface,on

each acreof land; so that the whole superficial bed of vegetable
mouldpasses through their bodies, in the course of every few years.
From thecollapsing of the old burrows the mould is in constant
though slow movement,and theparticlescomposingitare thusrubbed
together. By thesemeans fresh surfaces are continually exposedto
theaction of the carbonic acid in the soil,and of the humus-acids
which appear to he still more efficient in the decomposition of rocks.
The generationof thehumus-acids is probably hastened during the
digestionof the many half-decayed leaves which worms consume.
Thus the particiesof earth formingthe superficial mouldare subject
toconditions eminently favourablefor their decomposition anddisin-
tegration. Moreover,the particles of the softer rocks suffer some
amount of mechanical trituration in themuscular gizzardsof worms,
in wbich smallstones serve ag mill-stones." But the wormis not
only the fertiliser of the soil,and the destroyer of the rocks; heis
also the sourceof beauty andenjoyment. "When webeholda wide,
turf-coveredexpanse, we should remember that its smoothness, on
whichsomuchof itsbeauty depends,ismainly due toall the inequalities
havingbeenslowly levelled by worms. Itis amarvellousreflection
that the whole of the superficial mould overany such expansehas
passed,and will again pass, every few years, through thebodies of
worms." Before the plough was inventedthis ancient husbandman
tilled thesoil,andbeing of old-fashioned tasteshe failedtoadopt the
implement in question when it was invented,and still continues
todespiseits use.

"
The plough is one of themost ancient andmost

valuableof man'sinventions ; but long before he existed the land
was, in fact, regularly ploughed, and still continues to be thus
ploughed, by eaTth- worms. Itmay be doubted whether there are
many ether animalswhich have played so important a part in the
history of the world,ashave theselowly-organised creatures." The
Spectator,inanarticle on the work from which we quote, alludes as
follows to its bearingupon theargument adduced toproveconscious
Design inNature:

— '" Wecall attention to the subject,however,not,
of course,becauc we can add anything whatever to the evidence
adducedby Mr Darwin,or to the physical inferenoes which he has
so acutely adduced from that evidence, but because he has said
nothingconcerning whatseems tousone of themostimportantof the
aspectsofthe case,

—
thebearing of this discovery of hison whatis

ordinarily called the argumentadduced toproveconscious Design in
Nature. Hitherto, the tendency of Mr. Darwin's writingshasbeen
declaredby thepreat school of Continental Atheism tobeallin favour
Of their materialistic view of Nature. It has been shown,they think,
that what wasmis'akin fox anticipatory purposes by our old natura-
lists, wasnothing but the selective tendency, necessarily resulting
from the great conflict far existence, to favour such variations in
organisation as help the individual to live,and toextinguish such
Tariationsinorganisation as render the individual less fit for the
greatmelee. Ithas often been pointedout that, though thiscriticism
wouldhavesome weight as regards all those variations which benefit
theindividual even in their initial and immature state, it has no
weightas regards thosevariationsin organisation which donotbene-
fit the individualat all until they are complete. The sensitive-
ness ofa nerve, for instance, is supposed to be the rudimentary stage
of a new perception; but though a new perception of the outside
world,so soonasit is rt-al)y complete, would constitute an immense
advantage to the creature possessing it,a new sensitiveness which
carried no new perception of external things, might well
constitute one of the greatest conceivable disadvantages in
the corjflict for existence. This consideration, however, has
not forced itself strongly upon the minds of materialistic
Atheists, probably because we know toolittle of the history of the
initial stages of those organs which, in their mature stage, areof the
greatestadvantage to the animal world,to bring its driftsuccessively
before the imagination. Iv the case,however, of the subject of Mr.
Darwin's present study, it appears peifectly clear that tha benefit
conferredupon the individual by the work of the earth-worms, is
almost in inverseproportionto the benefitconferred upon the indi-
vidualby that woik. lv otoer words, the more, earthpasses through
the worm in proportion to the nourishment whichit receives, the
morebenefit is conferred on the world at large, themore ploughing
is doneby the earth-worm for thebenefitof other cr.-atures,and the
more is the soil chemically improvedby its agency. Yet, of course,
the less work the worm has to do for its own adequatenourishment,
thebetter would be its chance of obtaining thatnourishment, andof
multiplying its species. We gather, indeed, from what Mr. Darwin
Siys, that part of the essential structure of earth-worms— the giz-
B»rdn, in which the earth is powdered,by being crushed up with the
littlestonesswallowed for this purpose— is provided solely for the
execution of this extra work,and is not tobe found at all in other
Tftrieties of the species which livein mud or water, and feedexclu-
sively ondead,or living vegetablematter, without taking the troxible
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togrind down anenormousproportion of innutritious soil, for the
cake of the very minute fragments of organic matter which it may
happento contain. The functionof earth-worms in their ordinary
stateappears to be closely analogous to thatof theminers who grind
quartz for the sake of the grains of gold which they find scattered
through it,but with this difference, that theminers donot know how
tofind thegrains of gold inequally largesuppliesinany other way;
while the earth-worms,hut for the instinct which compels them,at
certainpartsof the year,toswallow so large a quantity of earth,
would find amuch richer supply of the Hourjphment mostsuitableto
themon the surface of thegronnji, without passing somuelfthat, to
them, is pure wastethrough tfie'mili, for thesake of sominute a pro-
portionof food. It seemsperfectly clear, then, that the instinct of
the earth-worm has its end, mainly,not in the good ofthe individu<At
which does that work,butin the goodof other and more highly^
organisedbeing3,who didnot even begin to exist on the earth for
ages uponages after the earth-worm had beenpreparing the surface
of the planet for theirappearance. These creatures pierceand grind
downand bring to the surface theparticlesof the earth,not for their
own goodmainly—for they could obtain that good equally well,at
far less expenseof labour, if,likethe mud and water worms, they fed
onvegetable matter only

—
but for the ultimate good of Man. The

earth-worms are the ploughs by which the surface of the globe was
being preparedto yieldman harvests long before either we or our
harvestshadbeen even conceived,exceptin the mind of that Eternal
Wisdom to which the future is present, and the present contains the
augury of thefuture."
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