Friday, Dec. 23, 1881,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

18

benevelent  lawyer " will he crowned with the success they merit,

and I venture, with much respeet, to commend the whele subject to

the favonrable consideration, and active co-operation, of the Catholic

Literary Society.

The result of the examinations just beld in the

TYHE CONVENT Conveat schools—the Select Scheol, 8t. Marv's, 8.
SCHOOLS Joseph's, and the Angel Guardiang', have been in
every way most satisfactery. The Rev. Father

Ginaty distributed the handsome prizes, thelist of which is really

quite formidable, and one is struck with the number and variety of

the subjects in which the pupils receive instruction. So many young
ladies distinguished themselves by obtaining a very large number of
prizes that I hope I shall not be thought to make an invidious dis-
tinction by mentioning that the gold medal for exemplary conduct
was gained by Miss Ellen Holley, who also secured prizes in drawing,
French, and fancy work, and a special one for excellence in illumi-
natipg, ornamental writing, recitation, grammar, ancient and modern
history, geography, mapping, use of the globes, composition, astron-
omy, and botany., Miss Holley deserves the greatest credit for the
very great assiduity and perseversnee she must have displayed to
achieve such praiseworthy resnits, but were 1 in her place, I should
be above all most proud of the reward for exsmplary conduet, and
such would T hope be the feeling of most Catholics, bowever ridiea-
lous an old-fashioned sentiment of this kind wounld appear in the
eyea of the pupils of the State Schools. Amother young lady, Miss

Crone, carried off noless than 13 prizes, In company with some

ladies, T paid a visit to & large schoolroom which really piesented

almost the appesrance of a well arrapged bazear, containing as it

did & large collection of useful’aud ornamental articles, the work
-of the yeung ladies during the past year. Fhe exercise books con-

taining specimens of compusition, analysis, book-keeping, &e., were

really meritorions, There were also water-colour paintings, erayon
and chalk drawings, maps, illuminations, and a wealth of needle-
work of all fkinds, from artistic crewelwork to plain usetul garments
for the little ones, and wy fair friepds expressed much admiration
* for the beauntiful specimen of crewel work which gained the' fiyst
rize, also for some pretty brackets, mantelpiece horders, macramé
ace, and— ebove all—some magnificent point lace, which must have
taken months of patient and skilful labour. There was a nice use-
ful kopitted quilt, and’ I was informed that the plain
needlework iu all classes was most creditable-—some pocket-hand-
kerchiefs being exquisitely embroidered in satin-stitch, and that the Ber-
lin work, some with beads, some without, was well executed ; in fact,
that the whole of the exhibits in needlework were of a superior
character. Just one specimen of useful work I did oot
see, and that was darpning, Does anyone know the miseries
of & badly mended sock, to which the familiar and time-
honoured penance of peas in one's bools, must be the veriest trifle ?

If0,Iam sure, [ghall meet with sympathy and approval when I venture

to express the hope that the Sisters will see their way auot'her year

to offer a prize for excellence in this mouch needed accomplishment,
or if they would accept one at the hands of ap outsider, I shall have
very  great pleasure in thus testifying to a *fellow-feeling fora
" fellow-crenture,”  In connection with this very useful if homely art,

I am glad to learn that the Sisters propuse to open in the new

convent a room to be ueed asa laundry, where ironing is to be

thught to their pupils, and that possibly otber much needed lessons,
such as instruction in cookery, may follow all in poed time,

_ THE latter portion of a recent letter was 80 hur.
riedly written that in mentioning the Catholic
Book Depot, I now sce that I omitted what oughy
tohave been said as toits firststarting. This wasundoubtedly originated
by the painful reflections suggested to him by the circalation of so
mapy bad and infidel books, for which there then existed scarcely
any antidote. These same bad and mischievous books have occupied
a good many of my thoughts lately, from the fact that peveral times
recently when Thave bad occasion to go to a certain ehopin this city
for the purpose of buying the #Field the Awstralatian and other
papers not always procurable in tbe principal shops, on returming
home [ have found that a list of the most immoral and infidel worky
has been slipped inside the newspapers. It scems of little avail to
keep the most scrupulous watch over the contents of our booksellers
shope when guch tacties are resorted to, and the cariosity of thoughtless
young folks thus excit.d, nay, perhaps the rain of many a soul
effected. T could wish that the police had the ample powers they
possess in England where such proceedings wc}ﬂd not be tolerated ;
perkaps this power may be available here, but it so, I cannot thyxk
that it is ever exercised. People are not at liberty to k!_ll_Lhelr bodu:_a.
or more correctly, I should say that it they attempt suicide and fail,
they undergo rome punishment st the handa of the law, such also is
the case with wonld-be-maurderers ; but as for murderers and suicides
of the soul, who cares to punish them ! Ihave just read some very
admirable remarks from tbe pen of a distinguished writer, so per-
tinent to my present subject that I feel sure you will have pleasurein
allowing me to add them, *A fire has blazed throughout Europe
for more than half a century ; and it threatens toset the whole world
in flames before long, This fire arises in the minds and beartsof men ;
it spreads by words ; it communicates itself to whole nations; it
buras at the foundation of Slates, and at the roots of social order; it
undermines thrones and altars, changes the earth into one immanse
voleano, and seems destived to destroy the universe at last in ome
universal conflagration. 1s it from hell that the first sparks of th:.t
flame have come forth 7 Yes ; most certainly. Tt i8 9of on fire by Aelt,
Have wicked men served as instruments to the powers of daikness,
to diffuse and extend ite ravages! Yes; most certainly. Have the
seditions and the corrupting discourses of tbese mew, their Furious
and impieus declamations been, as it were, the torches and brands
with which they have set all around them on fire? ¥es; the uu-
verse is a witness of the fact ; apd they boast of it themselves ; it is
their tongue has tet the whole world in a bluze. ILipgua ignis est.
It tbey bad nothing else to produce such disastrous eflects except the
tongue and voice which they have received from Nature, the mischief
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which they mighi cause would be very circumscribed, and of necessity
limited to the narrow circle of hearers by whom they might be sur-
rounded ; they require another tongue which is far more powerful—
& tongue which never tires—another voice much louder than their
own—a voice which may be heard atthe same time in every place
—another mouth besides their own, which may be ever open to cir-
cu'ate and vomit afar off the burning and ever-succeeding waves of
their calumnies and their blasphemy, This indefatigable tongue is
their pen ; this voice, which is everywhere heard, issnes from their
books ; this mouth which continually vomits forth the fiery torrent
with which it covers the whole earth, is the press, which at the pre-
sent day is so prolifie, so criminal, so formidable to Governments, to
religion and morality. In plain language, bad books and their
pernicious circulation are the fire which has come forth from the
abyss—the fire which has caused snch frightful devastation and
wrapped the two hemispheres in one destructive blize. Bad books
multiplied almost to infinity —translated into every language—cir-
culated with unlimited population throughout every country—filling
every lib ary—finding their way into every human habitation, from
the rick man's palace and philosopher’s closet, to the labourer's cot.
tage, the tradesman’s workshop, and the poor man's hnt—corrupting
every ape, every sex, every condition, every people ; this is the morld
of inigquity of which the Avostle spoaks, and which it is impossible to
mistake, lingua universitas iniquitatis. Bad books breathing revolu-
tion and war against the God of Heaven, and againat all the lawful
powers of the earth—disturbing the Church. the Sate, the private
circle, and every other society of men—exciting and inflaming every
violent and vindictive passion—provoking discord and wars, and the
revolutions of empires ; this is the wnguiet eril which spraads uni-
versal agitation and terror, and no longer leaves any spot undis-
tnrbed throughout the world. Behold all the guilt which we ses
around us, and which we cannot toa earnestly deplore—crimes the
most unprecedented and ecormous, becomivg ordinary events which
no louger oceasion the least surprise—the most horrible catastrophes
exhibited as daily spectacles to a cold cariosity which has now ceased
to be excited by such atrocities—the eternal foundations of social
order overturned —injustice converted into right—and licentiousness
styled law—all that generations have revered as sacred for the last
six thousand years consigned to ridicnle and contempt—the most
monstrous paradoxes of libertinism and infidelity couverted into
maxims and doctrines-—-morality abandoned, faith almost extin-
guished, and the ties of humanity itself forgotten; these are the
fruits of bad booka--the new poisoned branch which has sprung from
the tree of knowledge, and which, as it were, produced the froit of a
second original sin, has once more perverted and degraded the human
race. Lingwa maculat totum corpus. How deeply seated this wound |
how poisoned |

Considering the short existence of St, Leo’s High
School, together with other circumstances, the prin-
cipal is to be cordially congratulated on the gratis
fying results of the late examination, which showed marked progress,
No particulare have reached me, but I believe the same remark is
substantially correct with reference to the examination of the boy's
parish school. The children of Papabui and Halswell will be exam-
ined during the course of the present week., The parish priest yes-
terday announced that the Sacrament of Confirmation, which wan to
have been administered on the first Sunday in the new year, has been
unavoidably postponed wntil the second Sunday, 8th January, | I
regret to hear that the subscriptions towards the new convent coma
in but slowly, Apart from the satisfaction which must be generally
felt by those who have lately visited the noble building now rapidly
approaching completion, one cannot but feel the importance of s
work like this in a_great and powerful centre such as Christchurch,
the influence of which work must as it were radiate far and wide,
without in the least detracting from the value of other and similar
foundations, such as the ove at Timaru  Undoubtedly the times ars
hard, and money far from abundant, still I feel sure it is only neces-
sary fo state that ghould the convent be uafit for oscupation when
the middle of February comes, the Bisters will suff-r serious loss by
being unable to receive a number of additional boarders already pro-
mised ; and Catholics will eagerly come forward to avert the possi-
bility of 8o unfortunate an event., Ihe bazaar, it is understood, is
bardly likely to be held bef re April. Gigantic preparations ara

VARIETIES.

going oa for a magniicent picnic and  regalar parish  out-
ing on Boxing Day, to be held on the  Racecourse,
which has been kindly lent by the Jockey Club, All
is under the supervision of Father O'Donuell, I say

a regular parish .outing, since not only the childrem, but the
parents are invited, not only to grace the festivities by the charms of
their presence, but also to have the comfort of easiag their anxious
hearts by ocular demonstration that their hearts’ treasures come to
no harm. Every one in the parish will hope that wind and weather
will be propitious on the eventiul day.

Messra. Smith and Smith, Octagon, Dunedin, bave latsly enlarged
and improved their premises, in order to keep pace with the constant
jucrease in their huginess as painters, and paperhangers, and in all the
other branches of the trade in question. Their establishment will be
found to perform all commissions entrusted to it with the utmost
satisfaction to its patrona,

The Port Chalmers Restaurant, Moant strect, Port Chalmers, has
been opened by Mra. Cuffey,who is a lady in every way caleulstcd to
conduct a hotel and boarding-house with respectability and comfurt.
The house is 2 convevient one, and offers excellent accommod v'isn,
Mra. Coffey, it will be remembered, is the widow of Bergeant Coffey,
whose sudden death occurted some little time agn at the Bluff—
purtly, as it ir belicved, in consequence of services required of bim at
& corgner’s inquest. The lady in question, then, has a double claim
to patrovage, arising both from her own qualifications and the
sympatby due to the family of a public officer, who to a certain
extent must be regarded ag baving fallen a victim fo his duties,



