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GLADSTONE'S ARRAIGNMENT OF PARNELL.
—_———— ’

I WILL go very briefly over the five points of Liish patriotism as it
was known in the tims of O0'Connell, and as it is now being made
known in a very different shepe {cheer-).  O'Connell professed
unconditional and unswerving loyalty to the Crowaof Eagland, Mr.
Parnell says that if the Crown of Englaad iy to be the link between
the two countries it must ba the oqly link ; but whether it iato be the
link at all—I am not quoting his words—is a matter on which he has
not, I believe, given any opinion whatsoever, (hear, hear). O'Connell
desired fricrndly relutions with the peanle of this couniry—cordial,
hearty friendship, ~ What does Mr. Parnili desire? e sxys the
Irish people must make maonfactures of their own, in order that
they may buy nothing in Eangland (laughter), I don't believe him
to be a profound political economist (hear, hear), but it may have
accurred to his mind that is may be ratker difficult for the Irish
people to provide themselves in a short time by the labour of their
own handg with everytbing that they vow derive from England. He
is prepared for that alternative, aud he says—*' If you cannot make
the manufactured articles yourselves, you must buy them from
foreign countries, but whatever you do you must not buy them from
England ” (shame). I say, gentlemen, I think you will begin to
perceive that in the strong language that I have used to describe the
position of affairs in Ireland Y am not wholly withont justification
(hurrah), and when Y proceed to say that, whereas friendship with
Epgland was the motto of (’Connell, hostility to Eugland and to
Scotland is the motto aud avowed principle of Mr. Parnell.
O'Copnell on every occasion declared his reapect for property and as
far as I know, consistently maintained it. What says Mr. Parnell
upon the subject!  Well, months ago he told the people of Ireland
that they ought to pay no rents which they had coveranted to pay—
that, whether they were able or not able to do sv, they were under
no obligation to pay those rents, but they must pay rents accoiding
to the views which were set down in Grifith's valuation—a valuation
much below the value in by far the greater number of cases, framed
for a different purpose. In fact, the announcement amounted to this,
that they were themselves to substitute an arbitrary standard of
payment for the standard to which they had themselves individnally
agreed. Now the Land Act has passed into law, and now that Mr.
Parnell is afraid lest the people of England, by their leng-continued
efforts, should win the hearts of the whole of the Irish nation, he has
now a new and enlarged gospel of plunder to proclaim. He says
that, whereas the rental of Iteland is seventeen millions of money,
the landlord is entitled to nothing but the original value of the land
before the spade was put into it, and that the reatal he may justly
claim is not seventeen millions, but possibly about three millions of
mouey. I ask you as honest men, not as politicians, not as Liberals,
notin any other capacity—I ask you whether it i possible to deseribe
proceedings of this kind in any words more just than the promulgation
of the gospel of sheer plunder, The next of the five points was respect
of law and human life, But I think O'Connell was consistent, and 1
believe he was upimpeachable. Mr. Parnell is very copious in his
references to America. He has said America is the only friend
of Ireland, but in al? bis references to America he has never
found fime to utter one word of disapproval of or misgiving
sbout what is known as the arsassination literature of that coantry,
Mot American literature; nothere is not an American who does
not spurn and loathe it as you do; but there are, it is sad to
say, 3 knot of Irishmen who are not ashamed to point out in
the press, which they maintain to poiut out, how the ships of
her Majesty’s navy ought to be blown into the air to destroy the
power of England by secret treachery, and how individuals that they
are pleased to select ought to be made the objects of the knife of the
aasagsin, and deprived of life because they don't conform to the new
Irish gospel (shame). You koow there have been some attempts of
this kind mad in this country. You may have beard of an explosion
of dymamite iu Salford not very long ago. There was a death of one
person in consequence of the explosion; the death of another was
expected, but I believe was averted ; and Mr, Parnell, the gentleman
to whom I refer, said that that occurrence in Salford appeared to him
to be in the character of a practieal joke (shame). Now, I go along
point by point, and I come finally to this. Whenever a measure was

assed with a good intent for Treland, 0"'Connell accepted the measure,

owever short it might fall of what he thought Ireland was entitled
to claim., Have the present candidates for the leadership—for I will
not call them leaders (cheers)—and that is just the question which
has yet to be decided—bave the candidates for the leadership of the
people of Ireland acted upon that principle?  How has be met uas
during the last session ! With cvery effort to disparage, to discredit,
and, if he could. to destroy the Tand Bill. But he did not dare to go
beyond a certain point ; he did not dare to vete against the bill like
a man (leud cheering), because he knew that if he did his own Land
League in Treland would rise in a body agaiost hm (eries of bear,
hear). When the Tories—unfortunataly, as I think—determined to
oppose the bill on the second reading, and when the life of that bill
was at ftake, Mr. Parnell, with about thirty of his followers, withdrew
from the House, thus endeavouring indivectly to destroy the work we
bad begun, and so defeat the arduous efforts we had made (hear, hear),
Gentlemen, on every subsequent oceasion the same policy was puraued,
And now what does Mr. Purnell say ? I bolieve that the people of
Ireland, and this is a matter which the next few weeks or months will
have to determine, desire, in accordance with the advice of their old
frienda, their bishops. and trosted friends, to make a full trial of the
Land Act (hear, bear), And, pentlemen, if they do you may rely
upon it that it will give peace to the country—peace which is not the
obiect of these men ; and 1herefore in the prosecation of their policy
the very thing which is most of all what is necessary for them to do
is to intercept the progress of the Land Aet.  And how do they set
abunt it ? Mr, Parpell, with his myrmidons around bim, in his Land
League meetings in Ireland, has instructed the people of Ireland that
they are not to go into the court which the Parliament of the country
has established in order to do justice. They are not to go into the
court until he gives them leave (lavghter).  He says they arc not to

‘go there until he has framed certain test cases, and until he and the
president of the Land League have taken these test cases into the
courl.  What does ha mean by test eases, I will tell you what he
means ; it is perfectly plain that he mnans to take into court cases of
rents which are fair and moderate rents.  That cours is established
o administer equal justice, and not to obey the behests of Mr. Parnell
(loud cheers),  If Mr. Parnell, under the namea of test cases, carries
before the cowrt moderate and fair rents, of which thers are se many
in Ireland (hear, hear), the court will reject the application, and
when the court has rejected the application Mr. Parnell and his

train will tell the Irish nation that they have been betrayed, that the
court is worfhless, and that the Land Act ought to meet with their
unequivocal repudiation ; and so he will plav his game and gain his
object if the people of Ireland should listen to his fatal doctrine,
because, gentlemen, yon know as well as T dnthat the Parliament of
this country is not going to overturn the principles of public right
and public order {cheers). and Ithink you also know, what I fally
believe, that the peaple of this enuntry, in any such question relating
to the government of 2 portion of the Queen’s territory, weak ns
they may be if their cage is unjust, tn a just case are invincible
(applause), 1 am nobin any one of these. cascs, speaking except
in the strictest accord with what Mr. Parnell has promulgated
48 his new creed of Irish patriotism. And I see that among
hig latest declarations he has said—pray observe his words—
“We propose to test the Land Act, not use it.” Well, but
a fair test of an Act is to use it {cheers). What is said is this,
* You must not use it, you must test it ; you mast apply to it, and test
it and bring to light the disposition of the court upon the dootrine
which hasnow been promulgated—that the rental of Ireland, which
ig stated to be seventeen millions, is to be reduced to three millions
to satisfy just claims” (cheers). Now I think Iam not wrong in
speaking of this as a case of the utmost gravity (hear, hear). Ihave
spoken very strongly, but T have carefully striven to avoid exaggera-
tion (cheers) . I have indeed pondered on every word I'have used.
There i another misfortune in Ireland besides the fact that for the
first time in our history these degrading and immoral doctrines are
taught by men of education and men of respectable atation to their
social inferiors—and the other unhappy fact is the traditional slug-
gishness and incapability of the healthier portion of society in
Ireland to do anything whatever for themselves I hope there will
be a change in this respect; I am sure it is necessery. 1 will give
you yet one more brief quotation from one who writes thus upon the
eondition of Ireland, “ What is amazing and discouraging is that
during the past 18 months no Irishman in Ireland bas hifted up his
voice to warn his countrymen or to condemn the statements made by
Mr, Parnell,” There hag been no meeting of any importance, no
movementof any importance, and no expression of opinion in support
of public law and public order. The upper class, the landowners, ate
silent, or are refugees and their'power is gone. There is no middle
clags there ag there is in Englaad to step forward to sustain the
Goverament, and to denounce the evil. A geoeral cowardice seerns
to prevail among all the classes who possess properly, and the
{iovernment is expscted to preserve the peace with no moral force
behind it. We are convinced that the Irish nation desire to take free
and real advantage of the Land Aot ; but Mr, Parnsll says, # Vo, you

must wait until I have submitted ensas—until I tell you whether the
court that Parliament hag established can ba trustel.” ‘Prusted for
what ? Trusted to reduce what he says is seventeen millions a year
of property to the three millions which he graciously allows. And
when he finds it is not to be trusted for that, then he will endeavour
further to work his will by attempting to procure from the Irish people
a repudiation of the Act, He says that until he has sabmitted his

test cases any farmer who pays hisrent is a fool. It is a dangerous

thing for a man to be dencunced in Ireland as a fool by the head of

the most violent party in the country, and it must afford the greatest

tetn ptation to misdeeds. It is no amall matter if he desired to arrest

the operation of the Act to stand as Moses stood, between the living

and the dead ; but he stands there, not as Moses stood, to arrest, but

to spread the plague (loud cheers), These cpinions, gentleaen, ara

called forth by the grave state of the facts. I do motgive them to

you as anything more than opiniens, but they are opiniocus sustained
by references to words and to actions ; they all have reference to this

great impending crisis, in which we d- pend on the good sense of the

people and in which we are determined £hat no force and no fear of

force and no fear of ruin through force, shall, so far as we are concerned

and g0 far as it is in our power to decide the question, prevent the

Irisk people from havine the full and free benefit of the Land Aet.
And if, when we have had thit short further experience to which I

have referred. it thould appear that there i3 still to be fought the

fical conflict in Treland between law on the one side and sheer law-

lessness on the other—if the lnw purged from defect and any taint of
injustica, is still to ba violated, and the first condition of politieal
socicty to remain unfultilled, then [ say, gentlemen, without any besi-
tation, the resources of civilisation will not yet be exhausted [cheers]

T shall recognise in full, when facts are ripe—and their ripeness is
approaching—the duty and the responsibility of the .Governmant
[cheers]. L ecall upon all orders and degrees of men in these two
kingdoms— in these three king loms—to support the Government in

discharging its onty [cheers]; and in aequ-tting itself of its responsi.

bility, And I for one, in that state of facts, relying upon my fellow-

countrymen ian these three nations associaterd tugether, have nota

doabt of the result (loud and prolonged chevring).

Messrs, Cosseus and Black, engincers, millwrights, snd iron.
foundurs, Crawford street, Dunedin, are ready ta supply all possible
reguirements in connectinn with their business at moderate charges
and of superior workmanship.

Measts, Corbett and Knox, Octagon, Dunedin, are prepared to
gupply estimates in connection with all kinds of plumbers’ gas-
ﬁttelzu’, zinc-workers, brass-finishers’, and tin and coppersmiths’
work,

Mr. I. Beiver, Great King street, Dunedin, is prepared to supply,
at the cheapest possible rates, bedding and cushions of every de~-
scription,



