Friduy, Dec, 9, 1881.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

13

CRIME IN IRELAND AND ENGLAND,

—————

THEBR was a tacit understanding that {he Coercion Act was merely
designed for the temporary maintenance of order pending the funda-
mental settlement of the Irish land question. Butit seema that Mr,
Forster still insista on applying this hursh measure, and on keeping
persona arrested on suspicion in jail. The pretext for a course which
is not caleulated to fortify the confidence of the Irish people in the
good intentiona of the Gladstone Government is the alleged prevalence
of social disorder and agrarian violence, It is curiows, in view of Mr,
Forster'a assertion, to compare the statistics of crime in Ireland and
England which have been lately collected for the Catkolic Werld.

There {s an absurd impression current among English people that
the Irish, as a Celtic race, are irresistibly impelled to violenee and
disorder. It was the existence of this deeprooted, but wholly indefen-
sible prejudice, which ‘enabled Mr. Forster tocarry through his
Coercion bill. Yet Mr. Gladstene himself in 1870 asked the House of
Commons to investigate and determine in which province of Ireland
The tatio of aprarian crime, o the number of ejectments was highest,
They would find, he said, tkat in Connaught, where the Celtic race.
largely predominated, the ratio of agrarian outragesto evictions was
far lower than in Ulster, which has the largest infusion of non-Celtic
blood. Equally preposterous is the notion that the inflzence of the
Catholic Church fails to sensitly arrest the criminal impulses of the
Irish people, With a view of testing the effect of confession upon
morals, an extensive jnquiry was instituted some years ago by Dr.
Forbes, one of the Queer’s physicians, in regard to the number of
illegitimate children, in each of the tour provinces of Ireland. It
turned out that the proportion of children not born in wedlock coin-
cided almost exactly with the relative prevalence of the Catholic and
Protestant religious in each province, being large were the Protest-
ant element was large, and small where it was small, A well-known
Presbyterian organ, the Scotsman, has admitted that in respect of
offences againat purity, England was nearly twice, and Scotland
almost three times, as bad as Ireland and that in Ireland itself the
ratio of illegitimaey was largest in the north.-eastern distriet, which
compriged the semi-English and Scotch plantations of Ulster.

But, it may be said, admitting that Ireland is relatively free
from transgressions of sexual morality, is pot the case widely differ
ent with such crimes against the percon as bomicide and attempts to
kill7 We can answer this question by contrasting the criminal statis-
tica of England and Ireland in regard to all those serions offences
against the person which are punisbable after irial by jury only. For
this purpose the population of the last-pamed country shounld, of
course, be compared with a proportionate fraction of the much denser
population of England. We find, then, tbat of the crimes specified
there were committed in 1878 in Ireland 2,886, and in England, for
the same population, 4,189, This exhibit ia bad enough for the latter
nation, but Beotland is in a still less creditable condition, for here
the judicial return, if we keep in view propoertionate numbers would
foot up 5,925, As for murders, there were but five in Ireland during
1880, whereas in England four were reported in a single day of that
year. 1t is astonishing, indeed, to note how great a decrease has
taken place in the erime of maunslaughter in Ireland within the last

balf century.  In 1883 there were recorded no less than 172 homicides.
There were 176 in 1846, the year before the great famine. But by
1852 the number had declined to 68, and by 1838 to 36, In 1878

only five persons were found guilty of murder, and in 1879 but four,
That so few murders were committed in 1880, when & third bad barvest
had brought a large part of the country to the verze of famine, ie a
striking comment on the long-suffering spint of the Irish,

The mere the evidence supplied by criminal statistics is sifted. the
more questionable appear the motives which prompted the Coercion
act. It appears from a return presented to the House of Commons
that in the thirteen months preceding Japuary 31, 1881, the whole
number of agrarian offences, including threatening notices, was but
987, whereas in the year 1870, when no Coercion act was demanded,
the number of such outrages teached 1,3569. It is known. moreover
that at the very time Mr. Forster was proclaiming the ipadequacy of
the ordinary tiibunals and urging the necessity of rtringent coercion
the repo ts of the Irish courts were remarkably satiefactory, At the
summer zssizes in 1880 the Judgesin all parts of the country bore
testimony to the eomparative subsence of crime. In Wexford there
were only three cases to go before the Grand Jury: in Galway, the
poorest and most distorbed county in the island, only four ; in Wick-
low, one ; in Louth, two; in Donegal five ; in the city of Cork, none.
In North Tipperary, a district noted for the excitable temper of the
people, Judge O'Brien vouchsafed for the fact that there were no agra-
rian outrages at all, and at Drobeda, Judge Fitzgibbon declared that
the complete absence of crime was pot in any way owing to
the inability of the police authorities to detect offences. So much
for the alleged frequeney of crimes agaiost human beings, As to the
charge of cruelty to animals, which is one of the accusations most
frequently brought against Ireland since the beginning of the land
agitation, this can be easily disposed of. Sir Charles Dilke assighed
as one reason for coercion thatduring the ten monthas preceding Novem-
ber 1880, forty-seven cattle had been killed or maimed in Ireland. Now
in England during the year 1879 no less tban, 8,725 convictions for
cruelty fo animals were had, including sach atrocities as pulling the
tongues out of horses, burning cats alive, and pouring turpentine down
dogs’ throats,

The last argument to which those who defend coercion have re-
course is the pretended impossibility of convicting criminals. Tt is
true that Mr, Foreter failed to get the verdict of a jury against Mr.
Parnell and bis ccadjators when they were tried for an alleged breach
of the peace. Yet almost at the very time when that event occurred
three charges of murder were being tried in KEnglish courts, and in
each cage the trial resulted in an acguittal. Why might not the Irish
presa with show of justice, bave proclaimed on such evidence the

miscarriage of Englich justice andthe inefficincy of the ordinary
tribunals

In view of facta like these, we can muarvel at the bitter resent-
ment provoked in Ireland by a coercion act, passed by a Legislature
in which Irish members do not constitute one.fifth of the whole
number—an act, too, which empowers an alien Governor to imprison
men on suepicion, aund deprives the Irish people of the writ of Aaboas

corpus, the precious privilege which Englishmen would defend with
their life's blood,—.V, ¥, Sun,

A BOER CUTRAGE.

—_————

Mr. CEEs30N, Becreiary of the Aborigines Protection Society, writes
to the Fimes :—By the last mail from South Africa I received the
statement of a pative named Indabazimbi, which appears to me to
have a direct bearing upon the question now at issue between the
British Government and the Transvaal Volkeraad. Indahazimbi
states that about a year ago he lived or a farm in the Utreeht district
belonging to one Isnac Meyer, and that, acrording 1o custom, he sent
his son to work for that individual. When the war broke out the
Meyer family moved farther intn the Transvaal, taking the Eaffir boy
with them as a herd. Indabazimbi himself accompanied them as
driver during a portion of the jourpey, and then returned home,
When the war was over, the Meyers sent for him that they might
again have his services as driver; but the poor fellow on joining
them found that his son had disappeared, and his place had been
taken by another boy. He wished to go in search of the missing lad,
or at least to take steps to offer a reward for his recovery; but
neither then nor on his r turn to the farm was he able to obtain the
necessary permission, Determined, if possible, to accomplish his
object, be left for the interior on his own rerpomeibility ; but was
conatrained to abandoen his quest when he was told that the Boers
would be certain 1o shoot him for having no pass. On his return he
learnt from one of his wives that several of the M-yer family had
datly come to look for him, * telliug them that it was now no longer
‘ fjamboking ' (flogging with hide whips) but for shooting themi”
When Indabazimbi heard this he took alarm, aud collecting all his
goods, sought refuge on the Natal side of the Buffalo river. The
incensed farmers pursued and attacked him, and carried off every
article he pos-essed, inclnding the waggon and oxen which he had
borrowed from two relatives, and & large sum of money which, being
apparently a thrifty and indunstrious man, he had saved. This
outrage took place early in Angust, and a week later Indabazimbi
made a statemeut of the facts at Hilldrop, N: weastle, Nata), in the
presence of Messrs, H, Rider Haggard (of the Wyndham Club, 8t
James's Square), A. H. Cochrane, and J. H, Gay Roberts. Mr,
Hagpard, in sending me a copy of this statement, of which the above
is an outline, informs me that apoth r ccpy bad been sent to Bir
Evelyn Wood, Lieutenant-Governar of Natal, and that his Excellency
has forwarded it to the British Resident at Pretoria. I hope that
there will be a searching inguiry into this matter, and that 1f Inda-
bazimbi's statement is established, his arsailants will be compelled to
restore bim his property, and at the same time be made to under-
stand that such acts, when committed in Natal, renderad the perpe-
trators of them amenable to Britigh law,

Father Sheehy, who has been ieleased from Kilmainham, reports the
condition of the jail as conducive to blood-poisoning, and says tha
food is unfit for hnman use, In his first speech after release, he said :
“ 1 am precisely of the same mind now as I was before my arrest.”
What bas Eogland done by his imprisonment?  Again proved her
own malignant stupidity.— Pilof,

The Osservators Romano announced the solemn retractation of
the Abbe Persiani who had joined the Old Catholics.

John Stuart Mill said it was not Irishideas about land that were
peculiar, but English ideas, and the New York Brening Post (Carl
Schurz's paper) says that on this subject (property in lapd) * the
Irish are in the main stream of buman tradition ; it isthe English who
have gone up a little side creek.™

Linndon, Sept, 28.—The Zimes publishes the draft of the Scottish
land bill prepared by the Beottish Chamber of Agriculture, which
provides for an adjustment of rents by arbitration, a revaluation of
farms, and for power in the tenant to sell his holding. The T%mes
says it is one of the moat far-reaching measures on the land question
ever yet submirted to Parliament. It makes the strictest provision
relative to compensation for improvements,

A negro went home from a Georgia camp meeting in a state of
ecstagy, declared that he was going to heaven by the way of
a tall tree that grew in the dooryard, climbed to a height of seventy
feet, and then undertook to fiy the rest of the journey. The fall
killed him,

According to present arrangements, the Empress of Austria will
bunt next spring in county Meath, Ireland, and SBummer Hill is being
prepared for ber Majesty's reception. The stud iy located at present
at Hrownstown, on the Curragh.

The Jesuit Fathers have been expelled from their missions in
Eabylia, in the southwest of Algeria,  Their only offence was the
gradual spread of the French lamguage and the publication of two
dictionaries of the Kabyl dinlect.  Their schools were s0 successful
that five native pupils have passed with honor the examination for the
military achool of S8aumurin France.

The Western Watchman rays that* one of the greatest and best
priests that ever wore a sto'eis now slow!y dying of leprosy contracted
during his ministrativna on the sick ” in Lonisiana, where the old
plague is spreadsng in certain paris of the State. Its authority is the
Statc Board of Health,

Mr.J. Stewart, chief-engireer of the Livingatonia Mission
settlement, has made a voyage in the “Ilala.” the litile srcamer
which 300 African women carried upon their shoulders around

Murchison’s Falls, and which now navigates the beautiful Lake
Nyassa,



