
Father Sheehy, whohas been ;eleased fromKilmainham, reports ths
condition of the jailas conducive to blood-poisoning, and says the
foodis unfit for humanuse. Inhis first speech afterrelease,he said:"Iam precisely of the &ame mind now asIwas before my arrest."
Whathas Englanddone by his imprisonment? Again proved her
ownmaUgnant stupidity.

—
Pilot.

The OsservatoreRomano announced the solemn retractation of
the AbbePersiaui whohad joined the Old Catholics.

John Stuart Mill said it wasnot Irishideas about land that were
peculiar, butEnglish ideas,and theNew York Dvening Post (Carl
Seburz'spaper) says thaton this subject (property inland) "the
Irish are in themain streamofhumantradition;itis theEnglish who
have goneup a little side creek."

London, Sept. 29.— The Times publishes the draft of the Scottish
landbillprepared by the Scottish Chamber of Agriculture, which
providesforan adjustment of rents by arbitration, a revaluation of
farms, andfor power in the tenant to sell his holding. The Times
says itis oneoE themost far-reachingmeasures on the land question
ever yet submitted to Parliament. Itmakes the strictest provision
relative to compensationfor improvements.

A negro wenthome from aGeorgia camp meeting in a stateof
ecstasy, declared that he was going to heaven by the way of
a tall tree thatgrew in thedooryard, climbed to a height of seventy
feet,and thenundertook to fly the rest of the journey. The fall
killed him.

According topresentarrangements,the Empress of Austria will
huntnext spring in county Meath, Ireland, andSummer Hillis being
preparedfor her Majesty's reception. The studis located atpresent
at Brownstown, on the Curragh,

The Jesuit Fathers have beenexpelled from their missions in
Kabylia,in the southwest of Algeria. Their only offence was the
gradual spreadof the French language and the publicationof tyro
dictionariesof the Kabyldi-ilect. Their schools were so successful
that fivenativepupils havepassed withhonorthe examination for the
military school of Saumurin France.

The Western Watchman says that"oneof thegreatest andbest
priests that ever worea .sto'eis now slowly dying of leprosy contracted
duringhis ministrations on the sick

"
in Louisiana, wht-re ihe old

plague is spreadsng incertain parts of the State. Itsauthority is the
State Boardof Health.

Mr.J. Stewart, chief-engii.eer of the Livingstonia Missionsettlement, has made a voyage in the
"
Ilala." the little steamer

which 300 African women carried upon their shoulders aroundMurchison's Falls, and which now navigates the beautiful Lak*
Nyassa.
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CRIME IN IRELAND AND ENGLAND. In view of facts like these, we cnn marvel at thebitter resent-

ment provokedin Irelandby a coercion act, passedby a Legislature
in which Irish members do not constitute one-fifth of the whole
number

—
anact, too, which empowers analien Governor to imprison

menon suspicion, and deprivesthe Irish peopleof the writ of habeas
corpus, the preciousprivilege which Englishmen woulddefend with
their life's blood.— N.Y. Sun.

A BOER OUTRAGE.

Mb. Chesson, Secretary of theAborigines ProtectionSociety, writes
to the Times :

— By the last mail from South Africa Ireceived the
statementof a native named lodabazimbi, which appears tome to
havea direct bearing upon the question now at issue between,the
British Government and the Transvaal Volksraad. Indahaximbi
states that abouta year ago he lividon a farmin theUtrecht district
belonging toone Isaac Meyer, and that,according tocustom,he sent
his son to work for that individual. When the war broke out the
Meyer family moved fartherinto the Transvaal,takingthe Kuffir boy
witb them as a herd. lodabazimbi himself accompanied them as
driver during a portion of the journey, and then returned home,
When the war wasover, the Meyers sent for him that they might
again have his services as driver; but the poor fellow on joining
them found thathis son bad disappeared, and his place had been
taken by another boy. He wished togo insearch of the missing lad,
or at lea«t to take steps to offer a reward for his recovery;but
neither thennor onbisr turn to the farm washe able to obtain the
necessary permission. Determined, if possible, to accomplish his
object, he left for the interior on bis own responsibility;but was
constrained toabandon his quest when he was told that the Boers
would be certain to shoot him forhavingnopa«B. Onhis return he
learnt from oneof his wives that several of the M-jyer family had
daily come to look forhim, "telliug them thatit was now no longer'
sjamboking

'
(flogging with hide whips) but for shooting themv"

When Indabazimbiheard this he took alarm, and collectingall his
goods, sought refuge on the Natal side of the Buffalo river. The
incensed farmers pursued and attacked him, and carried off every
aTticle he pos-essed, including the waggon and oxen which hehad
borrowed from tworelatives,andalargesum of money which, being
apparently a thrifty and industrious man, he had saved. This
outrage took placeearly in August, and a week later Indabazimbi
made a statementof the facts at Hilldrop,N<wcastle,Natal,in the
presence of Messrs. H. Rider Haggard (of the Wyndhara Club, St.
James's Square), A. H. Cochrane, and J. H. Gay Roberts. Mr,
Haegard,in sending me a copy of this statement, of which the above
is an outline, informs me that another ccpy had been sent to Sir
Evelyn Wood, Lieutenant-Governor ofNatal, and thathis Excellency

■ has forwarded it to the British Resident at Pretoria. Ihope that
there will be a searching inquiry into this matter,and that if Inda-
bazimbi's statement is established, his assailants will be compelled to
restorehim his property, and at the same time be made to under*
stand that such acts, when committed in Natal, renderedtheperpe-
tratorsof themamenable toBritish law.

These wasa tacit understanding that theCoercionAct wasmerely
designed for the temporary maintenance of order pending the funda-
mental settlement of the Irishland question. But it seems that Mr.
Forsterstill insists on applying this harsh measure,and on keeping
personsarrested onsuspicionin jail. The pretextfor a course which
is Dot calculated to fortify the confidenceof the Irish peoplein the
goodintentions oftheGladstone Government is theallegedprevalence
of social disorder andagrarianviolence. Itis curions, in view of Mr.
Forster's assertion, to compare the statistics of crime in Irelandand
England whichhavebeen lately collected for tbe Catholic Werld.

Thereis anabsurd impression currentamong English people that
the Irish,as a Celtic race,aTe irresistibly impelled to violence and
disorder. Itwasthe existence of thisdeeprooted,butwholly indefen-
sible prejudice, which 'enabled Mr. Forster tocarry through his
Coercion bill. YetMr. Gladstone himself in 1870 asked the House of
Commons toinvestigate anddeterminein which province of Ireland
The ratio of agrarian crime, tothe numberof ejectments washighest.
They would find,he said, thatin Connaught, where the Celtic race,
largely predominated,the ratio of agrarian outragesto evictionswas
far lower than inUlster, wh'ch has the largest infusion of non-Celtic
blood. Equally preposterous is thenotion that the influence of the
CatholicChurch fails tosensibly arrestthe criminal impulsesof the
Irish people. With a view of testing the effect of confession upon
morals, an extensive inquiry was instituted some yearsagoby Dr.
Forbes, one of the Queen's physicians, in regard to the number of
illegitimate children, in each of the tour provinceaof Ireland. It
turned out thatthe proportionof children not born in wedlock coin-
cided almost exactly with therelative prevalenceofthe Catholic and
Protestant religions in each province, being large were the Protest-
ant element waslarge,andsmall whereit wassmall. A well-known
Presbyterian organ, the Scotsman, has admittedthat inrespect of
offences against purity, England was nearly twice, and Scotland
almost three times, asbad as Ireland and that in Ireland itself the
ratio of illegitimacy was largest in thenorth-eastern district, which
comprised the semi-English andScotch plantationsof Ulster.

But, it maybe said,admitting that Ireland is relatively free
from tranpgressions of sexualmorality,is not the case widely differ
ent with such crimes against tbe person ashomicide and attempts to
kill ? We can answerthis question by contrasting the criminal statis-
tics of England andIreland in regard to all those serious offences
against the person which are punishableafter trial by jury only. For
this purpose the population of the last-named country should, of
course,be comparedwitha proportionate fraction of themuch denser
populationof England. We find, then, that of the crimes specified
there werecommitted in1878 inIreland2,886, and in England, for
thesamepopulation,4,189. Thisexhibitis badenough for the latter
nation,but (Scotland is ina still less creditable condition, for here
the judicial return, if wekeepinview proportionatenumbers would
footup 5,925. As for murders, there werebut five inIrelandduring
1880, whereasinEngland four were reportedina single day of that
year. It is astonishing, indeed, tonote how great a decrease has
taken place inthe crime of manslaughter in Ireland withinthe last
half century. In1833there wererecordednoless than 172homicides.
There were176 in1846, theyear before tbe great famine. But by
1852 tbe number had declined to69. and by 1858 to 36. In1878
only five persons were foundguilty of murder, and in1879 but four.
That so fewmurders werecommittedin1880,whenathirdbadharvest
had brought a largepart of the country to the verge of famine, is a
striking comment on the long-suffering spiritof theIrish.

The mere theevidencesuppliedby criminal statistics issifted, tbe
more questionableappear tbemotives which prompted the Coercion
act. It appears from a returnpresented to the House of Commons
that in tbe thirteen months preceding January 31, 1881, tbe whole
number of agrarian offences, including threateningnotices, was but
987, whereasin the year 1870, when noCoercion act was demanded,
thenumber of suchoutrages reached 1,359. Itis known, moreover
that at tbe very time Mr.Forster wasproclaiming the inadequacy of
the ordinary tribunals and urging the necessity of stringent coercion
the repoitsof the Irishcourts wereremarkably satisfactory. Attbe
snncmer assizes in 1880 the Judgesin all parts ofthe country bore
testimony to the comparativeabsence of crime. InWexford there
wereonly three cases to go before the Grand Jury :inGalway, the
poorest andmost disturbed county in the island,only four;in Wick-
low, one ;inLoutb, two;inDonegal five ;in thecity of Cork, none.
InNorthTipperary, adistrict noted for the excitable temper of the
people,Judge O'Brien vouchsafed for the fact that there werenoagra-
rianoutrages atall, and at Droheda,JudgeFitzgibbon declared that
the complete absence of crime was not in auy way owing to
the inability of the police authoritiestodetect offences. So much
for the allegedfrequency of crimes against humanbeings. As to the
charge of cruelty to animals, which isoneof the accusations most
frequently brought against Ireland since thebeginning of the land
agitation, this can be easily disposedof. Sir Charles Dilke assigned
asonereason forcoercion thatduring the tenmonthsprecedingNovem-
ber1880,forty-sevencattlehadbeenkilledormaimed inIreland. Now
in England during the year1879 no less tban,3,725 convictions for
cruelty toanimals werebad, including such atrocities as pulling the
tonguesout of horses, burningcats alive,andpouring turpentinedown
dogs' throats.

The last argument to which those who defend coercion have re-
course is thepretended impossibility of convicting criminals. It is
true that Mr. Fort ter failed to get the verdict ofa jury against Mr.
Parnel)andhis coadjutors when they weretriedfor analleged brtach
of thepeace. Yet almost at the very time when that event occurred
three charges of mur<!er were beiug tried in English courts,and in
each case the trial resulted in anacquittal. Why mightnot the Irish
press with show of justice, have proclaimed on such evidence the
miscarriage of English justice andthe inefficincy of the ordinary
tribunals
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