
BesidesthequestionofEgypt, whosecontrolbyEuropeanpowers
M.Gambettaadvocates,and that of North Africa generally, affairs
in the Pacific tend towards requiring theinterchange of explanations
betweenFrance and England. Theintentionof theFrench toannex
Harotongais, for example,said to be contrary to the terms of the
treaty made by the islandinquestionwith Great Britain.

A boy of about sixteen yearsof age was finedatChristchnrch
for drunkenness the otherday.

A smart shock of earthquakewas felt at severalplacesonboth
the east and westcoastof the Middle Island on Monday morning.
At Christchurch a moulding was displaced on the summit of the
cathedral spire, and thebells of the church were made tosound.

The Irish National Convention, assembled at Chicago,have
passedresolutions approving of a National Government,basedon the
will of thepeople, forIreland, andof thenon-payment ofrents.

A dispute concerning thenavigationof theDanube is in pro-
press between Austria andRoumania.

Me MichaelBoyton, anAmerican citizen, who wasoneof the
first gentlemen airested under the Coercion Act inIreland,has "been
released. On teeotherhand, arrestsarestill numerous, and if some
be released,it seems only for the purpose of making room in the
prisons for others.

Mb DeLatjtour, speaking atNaseby the other night, declared
that the land question had been"settledby anadvertisement,which
saidthe land would allbe soldin March." This,or something else
of thekind,wehave little doubt,is the true stateof the case.

A publichall is about to be erectedinAshburton.'ata cost of
£8000.

The ChristchurchBench have refused tograntnewapplications
for licenses,in consideration of local option coming shortly into
force.

There havebeen serious firesinBoston,resulting in theloss of
property to the valueof 500,000d015.

Me J.C. Bbowkt reports that Sir GeoTge Greyhas declared that
he willneveragainbecome amember of any Government in New
Zealand. Ifthis be true, we can hardly regret it; there is much
that is valuable,much that is honourable,and to be remembered
with admiration and gratitude in the political career of Sir
George Grey,but our hopes for its futurehavefor sometime been
clouded.

Mr James Godso,a builder and contractor, well known in
Dunedin and its neighbourhood, wasdrowned on Monday by losing
his balance and falling into the water,in attempting toprevent the
windcarrying awayhis hat whilehe wascrossing the railwaybridge
at Pelichet Bay.

A Chinaman was chokedatBraidwood,N.S.W., while attempt-
ing to swallow cat's eyesas a cure for blindness. Tbeprescription,
most probably, wasgivenhimby some fellow-countryman of repute
for skill inmedicine. We have heard of such an one whowas
remarkable for the wonders of relief insickness he worked by means
of monkey's gall. He wasalso a deft surgeon, andon the complaint
of a certain matron thatshe suffered fromhead-aches, he proposed to
effecthercure by theremoval of about three inches of a vein from
some portion of her forehead. On her demurring,he produceda
friend, who testified that he himselfhad undergonethe operationin
questionto his completebenefit.

A man named Callander wassuffocated on Sunday,by bad air
in thenewshaft of acoal mine at SaddleHill.

A miner named Duncan Buchanan shot himself atNaseby on
Friday.

Emigration from the United Kingdom to America isreported
to be on the increase. NewYork is fullof immigrants,among whom
want of employment threatens to inflict hardship.

A correspondent of the Lyttelton Times reportsvery favour-
ably of things at the Lyell;wages, he says, are 12s. a day and
upwards, and the unemployed not known. The existence of new
reefs is undoubted and their richness probable, fiome of the reefs
being actually worked are paying highly :—":

— "Look atthe Welcome
for example,"he adds. "A gentleman told me that his wife, who
holds100 (£1) shares, received £35 as her last month's dividend.
There is another small private company, which consists of four
miners, whoduring the last twelvemonths have had threecrushings.
andhave each time divided£1,200 amongst them."

The pupils of the Marist Brothers have,we perceive,beendis-
tinguishing themselves bothat Home and in the colonies. The stu-
dents ©f St.Joseph'sCollege,Dumfries, havecomeoff most creditably
at themusical examinations of Trinity College,London, which were
conducted on June 17thin224 centre3of the United Kingdom, and
thepass-list of which contains, amongst the names of those who
tookhonours,aswellas ofthose whoobtained ordinary passcertificates,
severalbelonging to students sent up by the institution in question.
Referring to one of the students who obtained these certificates, a
contemporaryspeaksas follows :

— "
Inthe Glasgow University Local

examination,the result of whicb has been recently published, this
last-named student (Master Wynn) scored 96 per cent, in mathe-
matics (thehighest but two), andis the only one of all whowentin
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such as that -which now elevates them above the general
stature of their fellow colonists,may have become universal
amongus; and then, with one accord, all our land-owners
together will throw up theirprivaterights voluntarily and with
delight,and nationalisation will at once become theorder of
the brighter day.

Meantime, let it be the effort of everyone to secure the
settlement of apopulation on the lands, unnationalised but
open to theeasy acquirement of those who areable andwilling
to cultivate them. To do this,and thwart the designs of
land-sharks of every description, inParliamentand out of it,
is apractical task worthy of attention,and should outweigh,
to the great advantageof thecolony,all high-flown theories
and philosophical vapourings. Toaccomplish it moreover will
prove a sufficient labourfor our legislators, whomsoever this
day's election mayprovethem tobe,and they willfind it needs
all the clearness and strength of their faculties undivided
to do so.

At ameeting of the English Farmers' Alliance lately held in
London, theLand Bill for England, preparedby a specialcommittee
of the Alliance, was asserted tobe a great improvementon the Irish
Act,itbeing moresimple. Itwill be remembered that one of the
reasons givenby Lord Derby for the imperfect working of the Irish
Act was that tenants would be preventedfrom availing themselvesof
its provisionsinmany cases,owing to their fear of law costs.

A WesleyA!* clergyman atNew Plymouth, in his sermon the
other day,ascribed the success of Mr.Bryce's diplomacy to thehon.
gentleman'suprightness. It is a pity the hon.gentleman was not
able to communicate some share in the quality inquestionto certain
members of the forces under his command, andanaccount of whose
exploitswill be foundin another column under the heading "High
Jinks atParihaka." However,as it was notdiplomacy,but violence,
that was called into play by Mr. Bryceat Parihaka, the Wesleyan
clergymanalluded tomayhavebeen speaking of some other eventin
his career. The hon. gentleman's uprightness, in any case,
wasnot veryconspicuous in his treatment of the Maoris

—
unless it

be an uprightness thattends tosntute the enemy under the fifth rib,
with which also history makes us in some degree acquainted.

The Speaker of theLegislative Council and several other pro-
minent gentlemen tookpart the other day in '" sweeps

"on theHutt
racecourse for the purpose of testing the GamingandLotteries Act.
If thestraining of points, also, inconnection with theLicensing Act
be continued as atpresent,it may,perhaps,be deemed necessary in
the interestsof freedom by some of our leading colonists to play
withintoxication, for the sake of bringing the Act into discredit and
obtaining a reasonable modification of itsprovisions. Something ia
that direction certainly seemsdesirable.

THE Hokianga riverhas been found navigable foi 24 miles by
steamer,to the great advantageof settlement.

Abchdeacon Dknisonhas condemned the revisedversionofthe
New Testamentas an"abomination in the sight of God." Itcer-
tainly is soif the excisions made by it are not justified;but other-
wise, except as to alterations in language and cadence, it is an un-
doubtedimprovementon theauthorised version. Perhaps,however,
betweenexcision andmistranslation there may not be verymuch to
choose.

TheDukeof Manchester's visit to the colonies has,as it might
naturally havebeen expected,resulted inan attempt toprejudice the
farmingclassesin Englandagainst cominghere. His grace is evidently
engaged inrunning downour agricultural prospects, in condemning
the system of free selection, and in a defence, not of the pastoral
interests whichare worthy of all consideration, "but of thepastoral
monopoly which is quite another thing. On the whole, leading
Orangemenhavenot lately exhibited themselves asof exceptionally
friendly dispositiontowards colonialsettlementandprogress.

The Irishin Londonand Newcastle haveprerented theLiberals
from holding certain meetings,appointedto beheldby them.

A tunnel is about tobe constructedunder thePyrenees for the
purposeof establishing direct railway communicationwith France.

Dablinoton and Co. are reported to have discovered arich
reef, traceablefora quarterof a mileand ofanaverage width of 3ft.,
at the Serpentine. Naseby.

Itis announcedthatthe Governmentareseriously contemplating
the abolition of trialby jury in Ireland. Undisguised despotism,
however, willnot be wholly wantingia advantages.

Russia proposes toaccept territory in Armenia instead of the
Turkish war indemnity. This seems tobe a step towards obtaining
a commandof theEuphrates valleywithitspossibilitiesofeasy com-
munication withIndia

MatteesinEgypt do not yet appear to have wholly settled
down. Mohammedanexcitement seems to be extending there, as
elsewhere, and there maybe serious trouble before things are finally
decided. A faaatic outburst of Islammight kindle a fire not only in
the Bastbutall throughEurope.
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