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THE NATIONALISATION OF THE LAND.

OTTCHING the nationalisation of the land, con-
cerningwhich a good deal has of late been saidhere,but about which it seems rather animportant
matter that something less should be said infuture, we find that an able paperwas lately read
at the Social Science Congress by Professor

v Goldwin Smith,in his capacity as President of
the Economy and Trade Department,and, owing

to its importance and appositeness to the utterances wealludeto, weshallborrow as much from it as wecan conveniently
find room for.— Not that we suppose there is much danger
that any such measure as that inquestion islikely to win the
day here eventually,but,as we have alreadysaid ina formerissue, the report that it is being agitated, if it be spreadabroad,andmost probably in an exaggerated form, willbelikely to inflict serious loss upon the colony byrepelling from
its shores people about to emigrate from the oldcountry withthe fixed determination to become the owners of their farms,
and who couldnotunderany circumstances beinduced to turn
their faces towards a colony in which they were told it would
not bepossible for them to carry out their design;or where
they learned a political party were striving with any chance
of success to make this impossible for them, or to bring about
a state of thing by wh\ch the settlement they should make
would afterwards be disturbed. This it strikes us is the
practicalview of the matter whichit is of chief importance to
take at present, and which should drive all theories out of
sight.

But now for Professor Goldwin Smith's more scientific
dealing with the question: Theorists,he tells us,have advo-
catedthe abolitionof private property inland,as seeingin it
the source of pauperism,but their reasonings appear to him
merely the old tirades against capital, irrationally limited to
capital invested in land. Pauperism springs from various
causes with which land has nothing to do, and it is found
abundant inplaces where land-ownership barely exists,much
less exercises an important influence over the economical
condition of thepeople. On theother hand,in someinstanceswhere the ownership of land is emphatically the basis of
society,pauperism is verylittle known.

The theorists alluded to propose an amelioration of things
by a confiscation of landed propertyby the State,and without
compensation to the owners;but to confiscate one kind of
property is to destroy all. And if the State itself turnrobber where shall we find security ? Moreover,"confiscation,
in the true sense of the term, must always be an economicalblunder, as well as a political crime. It will certainly dis-
courage industry, and therefore it will certainly diminish
production." "Agrarian Communism would be famine
unless you wereto put the whip of the slave-driver into the
hands of the Government."

"One illustrious writer suggests that the State might
appropriate,not the land itself,butwhathe terms the unearned
increment

—
that is,everything whichis added to the value of

the landotherwise than by the exertionsof the owner. But
the netof this theory willbe found toenclose suchamultitude
of fishes that it breaks. Unearned increment is not peculiar
to land. Ibuy apairof boots. Next day leather goes vp

—
here wehave unearned increment. Has the State aright to
take tollof my boots ? . . . Every kind of propertyis
the subject of unearnedincrement, and also,be it observed,
of unmerited decrement, whichno one asks theState to make
good."

It is said that land contains elements and forces which no
man should monopolise,buteverything contains suchelements
and forces. Providence, it is said,has given the land ; but"Providence gives everything,including thesinews and brain
of man. If the land is common, so must be allthe products
of the land,and we shall be entitled to repudiate our milk
bills because the cow grazes on the field." The people,itis
said again,have aright to live on the land. True,but that
they may do so the land should be thoroughly cultivated,and
this it will be only by givingto the husbandman theincentive
of private ownership. So far, in effect,Professor Goldwin
Smith.

For ourselves, we say, once more, an agitation for the
nationalisation of the land

—
to be followed, no doubt, if

possibly successful,by anagitation for the nationalisation of
the gold mines,with equal show of reason, and so on

—
will

certainly be attendedby serious loss to thecolony arisingfrom
the intimidation causedto those who would otherwise bring
their capital here. Nay,more, it may in very manyinstances
drive people who have actually made theirmoneyhere,to take
it with them elsewhere for investment in freehold land. It
cannot, therefore, be too firmly deprecated.

To those advanced "thinkers" who are bent on it in
spite of all arguments and whatever consequencesmayensue,
we will venture to propose that,at least, on this one point
they keep quiet, awaitingthe day towardswhich,according to
their notions, we are progressing, and when enlightenment,
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MARRIAGES.

On the 16th November, 1881, in the Roman Catholic Chapel,Tinkers, by the Rev. Father SheehaD, Thomas Flannery, fourth
son of Thomas Flannery, Clooncunny, County Sligo, Ireland, toAnne Sammon,eldest daughterof JohnSammon,Middleline,County
Galway.

On the 24th November, 1881, by the Rev.Father Sheehan,atthe residence of the bride'smother, Tinkers, Bernard Flannery,
youngestsonof Thomas Flannery, Clooncunny, County Sligo, Ire-land, toMaey Donnelly,eldestdaughterof thelateFelix Donnelly,
Cookstown, County Tyrone, Ireland.— Home papers please copy.
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FOR SALE— A BARGAIN— IN TIMARU.

STOCK IN TRADE of a GROCERY STORE, doing
a good business, in Town of Timaru, with J-acre garden.

House containsshop and three rooms,with every other convenience.
Lease has 5£ years to run. Apply Office of this paper.

NOTICE.
"

SHOULD this come under the notice of a man named
KKAN, who wasworking with me 23 yearsago atMr. Tiffen's

Station, Waipawa, he will hear something to his advantage by
writing immediately to'JE.8.," Waimate P.0., South Canterbury.

"fX^ANTED— For St.Patrick's School, Greymouth, Head
Teacher, withsalary £200 a year. None but of steady habits and

first-classattainmeuts need apply.

Applications,with testimonials,tobe sent inbeforeIstJanuary

1882, addressed to FATHER M'GUINNESS.

WANTED, a few copies of Tablet of issue of July23rd,
1880. Subscribers holding same will oblige by forwarding

them tothis office. ______

"DERSONS desirous of obtaining Shares in the Colonial
Land Settlement and Endowment Association of New Zealand,
Limited,candosoby making applicationat this office.

CATHEDRAL FUND.
Ibeo to acknowledge, oabehalf of the Most Rev. Dr.Moran, the
followingsubscriptions towardsthe CathedralFund :—:

—
Children Convent School ... ... £3 0 0
Catholic Picnic at Glenderniid... ... 9 10 0

Wkkkly Subscriptions.
£ s. d. £ s. d.

Per Rev. W. Burke 2 8 6 Per Mr. J.Brennan 0 11 0„ „ N. Fitzgerald 3 8 6 „ � J. Daly 110 0„ Mr.W. J Hall 210 6 � „ J. Dillon 10 0„ „ J.Griffen 011 6 „ „ W Cunningham12 0„ „ D. McGirr 110 0 „ „ N. Smith 111 0„ „ P. Fitzpatrick 14 0 „ „ J.Harris 10 0„ „ J.Murray 14 0 � „ R. A.Dunne 10 0
M. Walsh.

COLLECTED AT ARROWTOWN, SHOTOVER, AND BRANCHES
FOR THE IRISH NATIONAL LAND LEAGUE.

Second Instalment.
James Cummins. £1 Is;Michael Dwan, £1 Is;Thomas Mancks.

£1 Is;Dredge Party, £1 ;JohnHealy, £1. The followinggave 10s
each:

—
Patrick Egan, Thomas Connell,T3ominick Layden, Henry

Quinn,John Quinn, Timothy Collins,EdwardFisher, FrancisCostello.
The following gave 5seach:

—
James O'Neall, Terence O'Neall, M.J.

O'Callaghan, William McLeod, John Henderson, Joseph Anderson,
Dominick O'Connor, Thomas O'Connor, JohnNolan.


