
class in Ireland who had not lost faith in the Irish executive.
(Hear, hear.) Ithadbeen replied that there was less demonstration
of discontent inIreland;but it was not because the people were
sullenand silent that they were satisfied. (Hear, hear.) Distrust,
discontent, disaffection, were the only terms tbat could describe the
stateof Irish feeling at thepresent moment. The simple recital of
these facts was the most eloquent condemnation of the conduct of
theG-ovemment that could .be offered. (Hear,hear.) They might
takepossessionof aman's body,butit wasimpossible toconquer the
goodwillof the Irishman by coercion. (Hear, bear.) The Govern-
ment should learnby experience that contentment was the best and
safest basis of loyalty. (Hear, hear.) Fifty-four persons had been
arrested under the Coercion Acts,but of whatclass did those persons
consist ? Ithadbeen pressedupon Parliament during thepassing of
the CoercionBill thatit was the practice in Ireland tomaim cattle
and commit arson; but, as a matter of fact, only one wretched
creature who could not speak a word of English, and whodidnot
know the names of the Prime Minister or of the members of the
Land League, hadbeen arrested onsuspicionof being concerned in
themaiming of cattle, and only threehad been arrested onsuspicion
of arson. The bulk of those who had been arrested under the
Coercion Acts had been charged with having made possibly unjust
charges against the Government and against the landlords, but it
was the characteristic of all agitation thatitshould lead to exaggera-
tion, and in the present case the agitation was being conducted
against a state of things which the Government themselves had
declared wasunjust and illegal. The men engaged in conducting
the land agitation in Ireland had the same end in view as Iler
Majesty's Government, only they wereseeking to arrive at that end
by different means. One thing could not be denied— namely, that
the Land League had created■& public feeling in favour of land
reform in Ireland. If there had been noLandLeague there would
havebeen noLandBill. (Hear, hear.)

Mr.A. M. Sullivan said:
—

Under the benevolent and amiable
member for Bradford Ireland was being subjected to a despotism
more mean and despicable than any the country had experienced
sincethe days of Castlereagh. The secret confidential circular was
to bekeptunder lock andkey and to be communicated to subordi-
nates only by word of mouth. With such instructions,in whatshape
wouldit be likely toreach the village policeman1 By the time that
circular reached the village policeman, it would have assumed this
form

— "We haveorders from Mr. Forster in the Castle to suspect
morecriminals and wemust sendupmoreprisonerstoDublin." But
who werethemenarrested under the Act? There weremany among
them whomhe wasproud toclaim asfriends. Ifhon.members were
to go over the list and teßt the matter by social respectability and
personalcharacter, they would find thatit wasnot "village ruffians,"
but men deserving and possessing the confidence of their fellow-
countrymen who werenow filling the cells of Kilmainham prison.
There was, for instance, young Mr. Higgins, there wasinhis own
county youngMr. Flood, who had been taken toprisonaspersons" reasonably suspected." Now, the Irish members "reasonably
suspected" the Chief Secretary forbeing the dupeof thepolice, and
for being a lamentable failure in the Irish Office. (Hear, hear.)
The last arrest was that of Mr. M'Sweeny, in Donegal. In the
barony fromwhich that gentlemanhad been takenthere wasnoman
ofbetter positionor greater social influence amonghis co-religionists.
He wasa man worthy of public respect, and he enjoyedit;and yet
hehadbeen torn fromhis home,not because he was a village ruffian,
butbecause he waspresidentof the local branchof theLandLeague.
AstoFather Sheehy,the hon. and learned gentleman asked, wasa
man tobe allowed to go scot-free because he was a clergyman of
somedenomination ? Now,it washis intention tocirculate a hand-
bill in Ireland to bhow what a Protestant clergyman wasallowed to
say and whata Catholic priest was imprisonedfor saying. Father
Sheehy,being asked his advice as to the course to bepursuedby a
mannamed Connor, told him to fight the battle to thebitter end,
andasked the neighbours to support Connor by their presence, and
tosavehim from theeffects of his stand against eviction. Let them
contrastthat with the language of Parson Kane, whosuggested to
his hearers to form clubs andpurchase arms inorder that they might
shoota Catholic priest in every parish where a Protestanthadbeen
murdered;indeed,Mr. Kane said that six Catholicpriestsought to
be shot for each. His bishopcalled his attention to the matter. In
reply, the rev.gentlemandid not retracthis words,but said, on the
contrary, that they were deliberately uttered and intended. Yet,
while theProtestant clergyman walked free, the Catholic priestwas
throwninto prison. He could not, therefore,butregret greatly that
the Chief Secretary shouldhave filled up themeasure of his lament-
able incompetency by insulting the sacred body of men whohadbeen
throughout the whole of Ireland the best and surest guardians of
peace,liberty,andorder.

Mr. Parnell said thatif the Governmenthad introduceda clause
into their Coercion Act giving courts anequitable jurisdiction with
regard toclaims made by landlords for rent they wouldhaveavoided
the presentpositionof affairs. Undoubtedly, if they wonldgoonas
they were goingon,giving the aidof armed forces of the Crown to
landlords for the purpose of evicting tenants, there wouldbe exten"
Bive bloodshed in Irelandduring thenext twomonths andbefore th«
LandBillcould be passed. Many tenants thought they had only to
continue their struggle. (Hear, hear.) With reference to the
suggestion of the hon. member for Clonmel that thehon. member
for Tipperary should be released on parole, it would bequite im-
possible for his hon. friend to be party to an arrangement of that
sort,because it would subject him to the condition thathe should
not continue the agitation in which he bad been engaged. An
explanationhadbeenoffered by the Government of thereason that
hadled thehon. member toreturn tohiscell insteadof remaining in
the gaolinfirmary;but what thehon. member himself said wasthat
he had been compelled to return to his cell in consequenceof the
insulting andoffensive conduct of the doctor, whoappearedtohave
received a commission from the landlords to insult and toannoy him.
The bon. member further declared that the statement that imprison-

OnFriday,June3,theadjourneddebate on Mr.McCarthy'smotion on
the subject of the arrest was resumed. We abridge as follows the
reportof the debate which appearedinthe limes :—:

—
Mr. T.O'Connor,in the course of an eloquent andable speech,

said the recent return of evictions proved that the total number of
threatened evictions reached an appalling total. At the JCaster
sessioßß alone thenumber of decrees obtained was,accordingto this
return,3000, There werebesides 91 decrees of ejectments from the
superiorcourts;thatmade a totalof about 12,000 people threatened
withevictions. But ate heunderstood that return,it took noaccount
of the actions against tenantsbrought for the recoveryof debt—that
was tosay, the actions which enabled the landlord to sell oat the
interest of the tenant,and thereby todeprivehim of allbenefits from
the Act-of 1870 or the Land Bill that was now before theHouse.
These actions,as thecollisions between the emergencymen and the
LandLeaguers showed,had become one of themost common forms
of proceeding against the tenant. Putting all these things together,
he was within the limitin saying that15,000 peoplein Ireland were
mow threatened withbecoming what the Prime Ministerdescribedas"

houseless andhomele6B, without hope and withoutremedy." The
Government told them thattheLandBill would better their position
as tenantß. They would have ceased to be tenants by the time this
Billhadbecome law. Could anythingbe more cruel mockery than
tobid thesepeoplehope with thebailiff at the door and the crowbar
already on the roof-tree, while theGovernment measurecrept along
and the Conservativeand Whig Obstructionists proposed frivolous

ajMfd dilatory amendments,and the Ministerial positionwas that ofTJRdingin this work of destruction by soldiers, sailors, and police,
chargesof cavalry, threatened bombardment,and by gunboats, and
by the way of making the causeof the tenants still more hopeless
they imprisoned everyone whodared toraise his voiceon belialf of
the oppressed? The future was darkand dangerous, but wasmade
so by the relentless avarice of many landlords and the criminal
neglect of theGovernment. (Hear,hear,)

The Speaker said that the questionbefore the House was the
adjournment of the debate. He would suggest that themotion of the
adjournment of the debate should be withdrawn in order tbat the
debate should be carried on upon themain question.

Mr. Parnell asked,on behalf of the hon.member for Limerick,
who wasnot present,to be allowed to withdraw themotion for the
adjournment of the debate.The motion wasby leavewithdrawn.

The Solicitor-Generalfor Irelandand Mr.Moorehaving spoken,Mr. Cowensaid it could not be too strongly orrepeatedly im-
pressedupon the minds ofthepublic thataLiberalGovernmentand
a Liberal Parliament bad placed the liberties of Irishmen at themercy of anarbitrary magistracy,of apaidpolice,of the vilest and
meanest of all created things,*a political spy. (Hear,hear.) Andwhatbad been the result of the enforcement of the powers which theGovernmentbadobtained? TheIrish executive themselves admittedthatIreland wasin a more disturbed condition than ever— a moredisturbed state than she had been in during the last half century.(Hear,hear.) Coercion had failed— it had failed disastrously ;and,
speaking as an English democrat, he said it had failed deservedly.
(Hear, hear.) Ithadbeen justly observed that.therewasnot asingle
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have been had the Faure cell not been available, because in the
circumstances the surgical electrician, with his paraphernalia of
voltaic battery to b« set up beforehand, would not have been
practically admissible." The Times in a leader commenting on this
letter says :—":

— "That which Sir William Thompson regards as likely
to be thefirst,at least in pointof time, is the use orFaure's batteries
inprivate houses, as reservoirs of electricity for domestic purposes*
such a lighting, heating, working sewing-machines, so that no
interruptionof action would be produced by a temporary interrup-
tion of the electric supply given by any main engine from whichit
was derived." And, again, in concluding his article he writes as
follows :—":

— " Itis possible that (persons nowliving) may see electri-
city brought by electric railwaysfrom thecoast, orfrom theestuaries
of tidal rivers, anddelivered in thegreat towns for the fulfilmentof
all the purposes for which coal is at present either directly or
indirectly employed;and it would not be easy to exaggerate the
benefits, from many points of view, which such a substitution of
electricity for coal would afford. Ifwecan imagine the atmosphere
of London smokeless and clean, uncontaminated eitherby the solid
or by the gaseous products of combustion;with flowers and fruit
nourishing in town gardens; with our rooms, and especially our
public roomsand places of assembly, freed fromtheheat which gas

ftoccasions;and with nature and art manifestin their true colours by
night aswell asby day; our picturesuninjured, ourpreciousmetals
uncorroded; and, indeed, with many of the chief features of un-
wholesomeness which now arise from the aggregation of masses of
peoplesomuch alleviatedas to be scarcely perceptible,weshall be
able to form some estimate of the advantages which the displace-
ment of coal,its congeners and its products, by electricity, wouldbe
notonly likely, but sure to accomplish. Such is the future which
canbe foreshadowed with some certainty for our descendants, even
ifnot for ourselves;and a great stepin the direction of itsbeing
brought about, a great step towards lifting it from the regionof
merehypothesis into that of high probability, was taken when the
littlebox, withits stored million of foot pounds of electric energy,
was conveyed by our correspondentfrom Paris toGlasgow."
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