
A tax uponforeign coal is proposedasan aid to the develop-
ment of the New Zealand mines. The superiority of Greymouth
coalover thatbrought fromNew South Wales baa had a proof in
Dnnedin, wherethe gasmade from theformer articleis vastly supe-
rior tothat yieldedby the latter. The tax would not be likely to
weighheavily upon thecountry.

South Australian applesarebrought to England with success,
and sell for ss. per stoneof Hlbs.

The acctdenta reported for the week are achildat Auckland
drownedinapool of water; eight horses burned at Invercargill;
aboy inDunedin severelyinjuredbyanexplosionofgunpowderwith
which he wasplaying;aboy atAucklandkicked on the head by a
horse;amanat Gisborne, whoße horses had bolted,killed by a fall
from adray.

Whiteiaw, the late Superintendent of the Wellington Lunatic
Asylum,hasbeen fined £50 with thealternativeof sixweeksimprison-
ment, for assault onalunatic. Itis said that a subscription is tobe
made atWellington topay the fine. Charity there must indeed be
overflowing.

Thk divisionon theno-confidencemotion has not as yet taken
place. Itis believedthatthe Ministry will haveamajority.

Heavt rains have fallen in Wellington and Canterbury with
mischievous results.

Agitationinconnection with theproposedtaxationof Native
lands continuesamong the Maoris,and not withoutreason. Itwill
be a pityif anything occurs to rouse them again fromthepeaceful
attitudenow shown by them, but to tax them for improvements
which they do not desire, which they regard with suspicion, and
whose benefits cannot possibly affect them, in most instances,
manyyears,is manifestlyunjust andunwise.

Wehavereceivedapaperon the
"Employment of Females and

Childrenin-Factoriesand Workshops,"by thelate SirJohnBichard-
son. We shall notice itat greaterlength inournext issue.

A FORGOTTEN ASSASSINATION.

TheNew York World describesthe Irish census as haviag ex-
posedthe frightful effects of eviction, Numerous villages are found
deserted. The village of Knock, the sceneof the apparitions,which
in'71 contained 600 settledinhabitants, to-day owns 30 only. The
young men and women of the West and South arenearlyall in
America, The American Consuls havebeeninstructed to sendaccu-
ratereportsof the Irish movement toWashington. The NewYork
Heraldproposes,as asolution of all difficulties, a grand Imperial
Parliament withrepresentativesfrom all thecolonies,aswell as from !
England, Scotland andIreland; considering, however,the degree in
whichbusiness is impededin theParliament that at present exists
theproposaldoes not recommenditself at first sight.

Guiteau, who woundedthe President,is a half-insane lawyer ;
for some timeheprofessed"conversion

"
and delivered lectures to"Christian youngmen."

The general condition of Irelandis illustratedby aresolution
passedby the Dublin Guardians to send 37 able-bodied paupers,
someof whomhadbeeninthe workhouse for twenty years, to Ame-
rica. A country whose workhouses canbe suffered to contain such a
populationmust, indeed,be inamiserable condition.

The ill-feeling betweenthe French andthe Italianscontinues to
spread. The Liberia accuses France of a desire to pick a quarrel
with Italy by way of atoning for someof her defeatsin the German
war. A Berlinpaper, again, attributes toher the ideaof financially
starving Germany. England, meantime, is perfectly content with
the aspect of affairs in Tunis, does not in the least believe that
there are any designs on Tripoli;and,inshort, welcomes France to
her greatly increasedpower in the Mediterranean. England grows
guileless andunsuspecting—

a verymodel of Christian charity.
Spain has invited the tormented Jews of Germany to take

refuge withinher boundaries. Sixty thousandofthemare expected
toaccept theinvitation.

The unfortunate apostateLoysongoes to Americato raise funds
inaid of the

"
Gallican Church." His preaching having failed to

touch the Frenchheart, and his prayers to Heavenfor its Boftening
influence havingremained unanswered,henowlooks for the aid of
Americanmoney toaccomplish all thathe desires. This,however,is
knownto beamost powerful meansof "*conversion," andhe is wise
tohaverecourse to it.

The harvest in Ireland is reported to promise great abun-
dance ; the potato crop being particularly good. Immense quan-
tities of fish are being taken on the coast;and last,but notle»st

}
the landlordsinmaty instances havegrown tiredof eviction andare
accepting Griffith's valuation. Mr. Parnell intends to go to the
United States in the Autumn, and Mr.Gladstone is reported tohave
forgottenhimself so far as to twithim withanintention of avoiding
the danger of imprisonment by themeansin question. IsMr.Glad-
stone afraid of Mr. Parnell's influence in the United States ? Itlooks
like it, since he seizes upon Buch a petty method of trying toprevent
its exercise. Mr. Parnell's moral courage, however, is proof against
much more than tbis. A new instance of American sympathy with
Irelandhas been shownin therefusal of theUnited States cable com-
panytoreceivepaymentfor messages forwardedby the secretaryofthe
LandLeague to theIrish World.

Theee is a great fuss in England over the discovery of six in-
fernal machines seized in Liverpool among the cargo of the ship
Malta from America. They were hidden in barrels of cement, and
nothing can be discoveredconcerning whence theycameand whither
they werebound. There is, of course, asuspicionof Fenianism, and
apanic throughout England will be the consequence, but theremost
probably the matter will rest. The effect on the aspect of Irish
affairs will, however,be adverse,and it is not impossiblethat some
good friends to the cause mayhaveplanned the importation andits
discovery for just such anend.

Itis rumoured, that a hitchhas occurred in winding up affairs
with theBoers, and thatprobably sj satisfactory a settlement may
after all beinterfered with.

Small-poxcontinues to gainground inSydney, and three chil-
dren havebeenattackedby itinBrisbane. Fortunately thehot sea-
son has notas yetset in,anditis to behopedthe disease will have
disappeared before its arrival.

Thb Minister of Education also recommends a more strict
enforcement of the compulsory clauses of the Act,anddesires to see
themmade moreeasy of working. But, on the contrary, it seems
that there is somechance of animperativenecessity arising for their
completerepeal. Itis not tobe supposed that, inthe event of the
Bible-in-Schools movement meeting with success, Catholic children
canbe forcibly driveninto the schools, which willthen be distinctly
Protestant. Ifthis be done,wemay all begin to prepare ourselves
tohave theBible crammed downour throats at the endof the police-
man's baton.

The spirited sympathisers withIrelandin Southbridge,Leeston,
andLincoln have forwarded tous, through their like-minded pastor,
theRev.Father Chervier, £109 10s. 6d. for transmission to the Trea-
surer of the Land League.

(From theLeeds Mercury.)
To-day « theCzar Bleeps 1

"
Ithasbeen saidthat sincethe day when

Henry IV. fell under theknifeofRavailleac,noassassinhasbeen suc-
cessfulinhis attackson royalty. This is not true. Gustavus Adol-
phusllL,King of Sweden, fell mortaly wounded by a masked
assassin at a ball given in this Kings honour on March 18,1792.
Gustevushadmade himselfabsolute,andoverthrownthe aristocracy.
Ankarstrom,then a" fedrikar

"
in the Blue Guards, wastheavenger,

butthrSot waswidespread. He escapedfor a tune-a very short
time Pistols foundin theball-room weredeclaredby a gunsmith to
havebeenorderedby Mm fromEngland. Ankarstromwasarieepin
ted when thelieutenantof the police took him. Thisman,Jujen-
sparre, thenproceededto arrestothers, who, since the ball at the
opera house, hadbeen going about talking loudly, that
toeking's assassinationwasonly the work of some
tionist. One had theaudacity tocome tocourt; batas thepresump-
tuous lie passedhis lips, « Itis among theFrench weshould^«*k <*«
culDrit

" a heavy hand was laid on his shoulder, and theBaron
dfflelt repliedf"To theshame of my country, it « a Swedish
nobkTwho has done the deed-one of the;Blue Guards l» "Ishe
discovered ?

"
said theman,afterapause.

"Yes," repliedM.deJil-Sparrl/fixinghis eyeon'him,"Iarrest you,Count Bibang, ash»
accomplice." Other arrests followed. One man hanged himself as
ttesTdierssurroundedhis house;Baron Bjelke was> found poisoned
inhisroom. Gustavus wassodeeply hurt at the treacherydisplayed
by some whomhehadknownthathedeclaredhe wished*knowno

£eTfii^^^
were over. Three nobles weg

banished, come were acquitted, others pronounced *
wrtJPKJJJguilty ;" but Ankarstrom, the strange assassin, heardhis fearfulsen-

tence withthemost astonishing sangfroid. "Iwished toJaU the
king,but notto tormenthim," he said, and turned to his"Jgto*"*,
beUevinghimself tobe a martyr sure of an e,te^ heTr?whSSthesalvos of artillery announced the king's death, himsett
onhis knees—" Thank God,he suffers nomore,andmy task has been

■""rffSSSmentofAnkarstrom lastedfor four days; three time,
he endured fifteenblows at differentplaces m the city on three.con-
secutivedays; the sufferings caused weredescribedas great, yet je
maintainedhis composure. On the fourth day, &Tf"»^>£ 1

"
his head wascut off,his remains werequartered and left expose*on
four wheels. As he con9ideredhimself amartyr his partjrmade this
his shrine, till at last theGovernmenthad the bones«~**kafig
added by thebiographer that the soundparty of the once tfff"nobility forgave Gustavns for the abolition ofthe Senate' « "TOjfor
the triplereason thatbia administration had been £»£Sfirm athome, and thathe hadbeen chivalrous inmoat
of his dealings. A melancholy halo surrounded. h« e*d'*"a ft

sufferer must alwaysmeetwiththesympathie3of his fellow-men
Ithas beenthought that this short account of the

a
enso£a^J

spiracy mightbe of interest to thepublic now, as it aeems to have
been entirely forgottenjust atpresent.
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