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THE IRISH LAND QUESTION.

Inaddition to this there are two very importantpronounce-
mentsinreference tothis question. One isaresolutionpassed
by the IrishBishops,under the presidency of the Archbishop
of Dublin,on the 25thof January. In this resolution they
declare that thepresentstateof the Land Code of Ireland is
intrinsically dangerous to the peace and happiness of the
people, and thatmutual confidence betweenvarious classes of
societycan ne-verbe finally established until the Land Code
shallundergo a searching and thoroughreform. The otheris
from the penof the learned and ableBishopof Elphin. In
his pastoralletter accompanyingthe publication of the letter
of Leo XIII. Dr. Gillooly urges his flock to follow the
Pope's advice, exhorts his people and priests to contiirae
strict observance of the law, and to wait patiently for the
Land Billpromised byMr.Gladstone. But theconclusion
of this weighty letter contains words of great significance.
We cannot do better than transcribe them as we find them
written. His Lordship says* "Whilst we express this con-
fidence in the peacefuldisposition of our people, we feel it a
duty to declare, that should the Government andLegislature
fair io satisfy the justdemands of the cultivators of the soil,
they shall at once forfeit all further claim in restraining in-
fluences, which thehope of remedial legislation has hitherto
inducedalargesectionof theclergy toexercisein theirfavour."

From these may becaught aglimpse of the state of the
questionso far as Irish public opinion is concerned. One of
the Commissioners, indeed

— Mr.Kavanagh,a high Conser-
vative—has not joined his colleagues insigning the report,
andhas writtenone of his own,evidencing,it appears,great
knowledgeof the subject, and great ability. This we have
not before us now,but the London Tablet,which will publish
it in its next issue, says that it does not differ from that of
his colleagues as much as it had expected. It would appear,
then, that there is a consensusof opinionin Ireland in favour
of the settlement of the question on the lines of the three
F's. Such asettlement would,we are convinced,give peace,
prosperity and contentment to Ireland: but we are equally
convinced that nothing less willsatisfy the people

The responsibility now rests exclusivelyon the people of
Englandand Scotland, and their representatives in Parlia-
ment. The Irish peopleof allclasses, religions,and shades
of opinion arein favourof the three F's at least, and "were
there aParliament inCollege Green a law embodying their
principlewould beenactedin aweek, so unanimous and clear
is public opinion on the subject. But will the British Parlia-
ment, composed for the most part of landlords, let go the
aristocraticgrip of the land and root out landlord tyranny
and avarice. It is to be hoped, in the interests ot the Em-
pire, that it willbe so.

But we must confess we hay« misgivings on the point.
[ Wlien has the English Parliament everpassed a full measure

of justice for Irelandon any question? Has it not invariably
happened that measures which,on leavingthe Houseof Com-
mons, were pretty fair have been mutilated and grievously
disfigured,nay, rendered worse thanuseless by the House of
Lords? Bat this House mayhave at length learned that it
is neither wise nor safe for three or fourhundred English,

j Irish andScotch landlords to refuse common justice to five
millions of Irishmen.

HE present state of this question is most interest-
ing,and gives everyreasontoanticipate an early
andsatisfactorysettlement. TheRoyalCommis-
sionon the subjecthas sentinitsreport,longex-
tracts from which appear in the London Tablet
of 29th of January last. It appears that the
Commission held sixty-five sittings, at sixty-
oneof whichevidence was taken; they examined

upwardsof sevenhundred witnesses,ofwhomeightywereland-
owners, seventy land-agents, five hundred tenant farmers,
"besides several clergymen of different denominations,several
officials,barristers,solicitors, landsurveyors, and professional
valuators. The Commissioners who signed this Report are
Baron Dowse, the O'Connor Don,and Mr. Shaw.

The Commissioners declare that "the gravity of the
present occasion does, indeed, require that the remedynow to
be proposed for an admitted grievance should be complete.
We wish," they continue, "to place on record our decided
opinion thatunless themeasure is a full and exhaustive one,
going to the root of the whole matter, and settling it per-
manently,it wouldbebetternot to interfere with the question
at all." Theybear testimony to the general moderation of
the tone of those whofeel themselvesaggrievedby theexisting
law, and to the almost complete absence of demands for
measures of confiscation and of proposals tending to create
antipathy between class and class, as is evidenced by the
immensemass of evidence takenby them. This isvery satis-
factory and affords a crushing answer to the calumniators of
the Irishpeople.

The Commissioners recommend the adoption of what is
known as the threeFs

—
that is, rair Rents,Fixity of Tenure,

and Free Sale of the tenant's interests. Inreference to these
recommendations the London Tablet says

— "This able and
sympatheticReport must placethe Irish Land Question in a
new light bcfoie the British people. Everyclaim advocated
on both sides, by landlord as well as tenant, is thoroughly
sifted and discussed,bo*h equitably ami economically. We
point to its recommendationswithfeelings ofpardonable pride,
as it scarcely contains one suggestionfor the settlemeutof the
Irish Land Question which has not beenadvocated by us for
years. . . . The three Fs, the tentative creation of an
occupyingproprietary,reclamation of waste lands,and allot-
ments foragricultural labourers,all are advocated."

The Government of the United States have claimed tke sur-
render by the British Government of Mr. Michael Boyton,who is an
Americancitizen, and who was the first member of theLandLeague
arrestedunder the Coercion Act. Mr. Boytonis also adistinguished
engineer, and holds a, foreign decoration conferred upon him for
services performed abroad in theprosecutionofhis profession.

Clouds begin to gather once more on the Europeanhorizon.
Not only is italmost certain that hostilities must immediately occur
betweenGreece andTurkey, but it has alreadybeen announced that
the accession of Cear Alexander IU.must lead toa speedysettlement
of the Eastern Question, and this can hardly be accomplished peace*
fully. The semi-offi-ial journal of the German Government, more*
over, attacks M. Gatnbetta, and declares that his prominence in
France betraysa warlike disposition on the part of that country—
thetruthbeingmost probably that Bismarck judges thejtime close at
handfor a fresh campaign.

Mb.PaS-NETX is atpresentinIreland, anditis said, his abaenoo
fromhis place in Parliament is occasioning surprise. We ar<', how-
ever,inclined tobelieve that the party he leads have sufficient con-
fidenceinhim to judge thathis movements are undertaken with due
consideration and directed tosomeprofitable end.

Mr.GladstoneannouncestheintroductionoftheLandBillforApril7.
On thefollowingd»y the Housewill adjournfor tineBaiter recess. It
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