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ugly thing8. BishopJolivet of Pietermaritzburg, who was detained
by them for a fortnight at Potchcfstroom, declares not only that
he washimself well treated,but thatthe ill-treatment of theEnglish
inhabitantsreportedof was without foundation. Nobetter behaviour
he says,couldbe witnessedamong anequally large body of armed
men, without regular drillordipcipline,of anynation. Still theirattack
upon the menof the 94th regiment, even if it werenot a flagrant
breach of the rules of civilised warfare,as there are somereasons to
believe,must be regaTded as extremely questionable. There aTemore
versions thanone of theaffair, but whichever way it is represented,
it cannothutbe seen that the soldiers -were taken unawares and
mercilessly shot down before they wereable tostir somuch as a fin-
germtheir owndefence. Again,nothing couldbemoresavage than
the mannerin which Captains Lambart and Elliott, who were sup-
posedtobe travelling towards theFree Stateunder the protectionof
the insurgents, andreleased uponparole, wereforced by their escort
toattempt to ford the Vaalriver in the dipthof a stormy night, and
then, before they hadgonemore than tenor fifteen yardsout into the
current, firedupon,Captain Elliot being killed. Nor is it to the
credit of theDutch farmers generally that they refused to give Cap-
tain Lambartsomuch as the drink ofwater which he begged from
themhere and there ashepassedby their houses. Again, the attack
uponahunting party of fifteen Englishmen by about 300 Boers, in
which five of the hunters were killed, speaks very badly for the
Dutchmen. Moreespecially since oneof themen killed was shotin
a mostcold-bloodedmanner

—
ashe wasstanding unhorsed andhaving

thrown downhis gun
—

by aBoer whoafterwards boasted of the feat.
Inthefight atBoomplaatz,moreover,a Boer who wasclosely pressed
byanEnglish officer, threw downbis gun andbegged for quarter,but
the moment this was granted pickeduphis gun again andshot the
officer in theback. Barbarous also was the treatmentof adrummir
boy,belonging to the 94thregiment, who wasmarched for a distance
of thirty miles withhisheadbent down and fastened to a cordtied
roundhis knees,inorder thatbemight serve as an example to his
comrades, andinsure their obedience lest they should fare in like
manner. On the whole, then, quiteenough seems to have occurred
to throw doubt at least on certain opinionsexpressedby someof the
speakersat a meetingheld ata place called Murrayeburg, where it
wasafitrmed thatitdidnot greatlymatter how many soldiers were
killed

—
men paid to fight, and concerning whom no one knew or,

caredanything;bnt thatit wasquiteotherwise withregard to Boers
respectablemenall of them, with families.

—
Nevertheless it would

seemthat soldiers also may have families, for we are told that the
women and children of the 94th regiment arrived at Natal from
England just intime tohear of the sad reversesufferedin the Trans-
vaal by the regiment alluded to.

THE BOERS
The proclamationissuedby theBoersof theTrans- 4
vaal in justification of their rising, states
that they havenever acknowledged themselves to

be the subjects of Her Majesty; that Sir Bartle Frcre tried to per-
suade them to desist from their resistance, but in vain, that he
was forced to acknowledge their objections tobe more general than
hadbeenrepresented,and that theleaders in the movement against
annexation were theprincipal people of the country. He received
from them amemorialto the Queeninwhich it was stated that the
peoplewould not be subject toher Majesty,andhe said their repre-
sentations were worthy of serious consideration by Her Majesty's
Government. They believed they hadfound a defender inhim;but,
at the same time,in a private letter to H.M.s Secretary for the
colonies he had written that he "regretted not to have sufficient
artillery to chase this camp home." Her Majesty's Government,
misled byhim,had returnednoanswer to the Boers' memorial. Sir
GarnetWolseley had declared the feelingof the English Government
to be thatas long"asthe sun shinesthe Transvaalwill remainBritish
Territory." This thepeople answered with theresolution passed by
ageneral meeting that as therewasnohope of recovering independ-
enceby peaceful means,the Yolksraad should be convened to pro-
claim :

'"
That the people declares that with the help of God,it

demandsa strongform ofthe S. A. .Republic, respect for the laws,
the prosperity and progressof the country,and thatit promises man
for man toco-operate for that purpose, and to defend the Govern-
ment until death. So truly help us, God Almighty." An official
notice of this, given to Sir Garnet Wolseley, was answeredby the
accusation of high treasonbrought against Messrs. M. W. Pretorius
andF.Bock;accusations, however, only intended to frighten. The
attitude of thepeople has,meantime, beenmisrepresented;they had
determined topay taxes only when compelled,but it was officially
reportedin England that they contentedly paid them. Hence the
English Parliament allowed the annexation to pass unchallenged.
Like reports from Pretoria deceivedSir George Colley who declared
last October at the opening of theLegislative Councilin Natal, that
order wassupreme inthe Transvaal,and that the taxes were univer-
sallypaid there. The peoplewereangeredextremelyat finding the
enforced paymentof taxes by them employed as a weapon against
them,andonall sidesdeclarationsweresigned thatthey wouldeither
wefuse to pay,or only pay under protest. These declarations made
the Governmentin Pretoria fear theiruntruths would be found out,
andinconsequence they prosecuted for the publication of sedition
the editor whopublished them. Small collisions werecaused by the
people'snnwillingness to pay,but theleaders of the peopledid every-
thing to prevent a public disturbance of thepeace. With the appro-
val of the Colonial Secretaryand Mr. Kruger it was decided to try
if thepeople'smeeting, whichwasnearat hand, couldbring1 about a
peaceful solution of the difficulties.- The Government of Pretoria,
however,has thought good, two daysbefore themeeting, to publishn
proclamation leaving no choice between treatment as rebels or
the exercise of the rights of a free people. "We declare before God,
whoknows thehearts, and before the world:Anyone speaking of us
as rebels is a slanderer ! The people of the South African Republic
haveneverbeen subjects of Her Majesty, and never will be." The
proclamation goeson toannounce theappointmentof Messrs.Kruger,
Pretorious, and Joubcrt,as a triumvirate; and promises protection
toall wellbehaved inhabitauts of the country, and forgiveness to all
burghers of the S. A. Republic who have for a time deserted the part
of thepeople. It, nevertheless, precludes from pardon those who
assume the positionof openenemies to the people and continue to
deceive iheEnglish Governmentby falserepresentations.Itreserves to
thesaid Governmenttheright tomaintain aconsul ordiplomaticagent
inthe country torepresent tbeinterestsof British subjects.Meantime,
although there is reason to suppose the insurgents have been repre-
sented as guilty of greater barbaritiesthan those really committed by
them, there caube little doublbut that they have done some vciy

BRUTALLY
MUBDBRBD.

A British subject has been brutally murdered,
andin cold blood, by President Banjos,of Guate-
mala. Will England, demand an explanation,or
enforce any penalty because of it? It bas been

her habit to do so in such cases; "we remember several instances
inwhich she hasdone so. The Abyssinian war was undertaken in
thecause of English subjects, who were missionaries, imprisonedb/
King Theodore. China and Greece have been made to payheaTy
fines for the murder of English subjects committed there. Are
President Banjos and theRepublicof Guatemala to go scot free? We
suspect they are, and yet a brutal murder has been committed by
themon theperson of a Britishsubject. Why then shall themurder
go unanswered for? Only because the murdered man had been a
Jesuit priest The Jesuits have been banished from Guatemala, but
thispriest,Father Gillett, went there expecting to be uninterfereel
with because ho did not go for the purpose of performing any
sarccrdotal function, butmerely torecruit his health, whichhadbeen
impaired by his labours in British Honduras, where his piety,
eloquence,and learninghad gained him the respect andadmiration
ofall classes belonging to the coinmumtj', andof the members of all
creeds. He had hardly arrived in the country, however, whenhe was
laidviolent hands on, loaded with irons, and thrown into a dungeon,
from whence he was taken only to be marched almost naked and
barefooted, betweennoon riding on mules, over themountains for a
numbed mikb tv Guatemala city, where ho waspublicly shot on the


