
Charles btewartParnell is accused of a great many crimes, ani
so is T. D. Sullivan,and all their followers. They are about beins:
arraignedas youknow atpresent,and will ina few days be involve\
ina State prosecution. Idont know how many counts there ac
against them, but Iwill tell you one or two. They have,so the
Government says,upset the coutracts thathaveexisted betweenland-
lords and tenants. Now whatare these contracts? What is a con-
tract? A contractmeansa bargain between man and man on fair
grounds. If yougo into my friend, Mr. Kelly, (laughter) for a 4ft
loaf, and that hewants topawn a twopenny on you, would you give
himthe fourpence ? If yougo into any merchant or trader,and that
they want topawnbad poods upon you for yourgoodmoney,you will
enter intono contract with th<%e people,and why1beause you can
go elsewhere and get the valueof your money. But it is different
with thepoor tenant farmer ;hecannot go elsewhere. What frort of
a contract woulditbe between a cat and a mouse (laughter). The
landlords, most of them, were the cats, and we the poor mice;we
had totakehiR termsor go to America, if we were able, or rot in the
workhouse. (Hear,hear.) These were not fair contracts, because
thetenant -wasnot a free agent,andIsay that to upset unfair and
unjust contracts is an act for which Mr. Parnell and his associates,
though they maybe arraigned here below, will never be arraigned
above. (Load cheers.) What sort of a contract was it there beyond
between the priestsof Maynooth College and the bishops of Ireland
andhis Grace the Duke ? (Groans.) The casewas very wellbiought
before the public a few days ago by the res ected and venerated
presidentof the college, the VeryRev. Canon Walsh. You all e-
member his letter. What did theDuke object toon the pait of those
who werehis tenantsso long? Was it that they would not pay him
therent? (No, no.)Was it tbat they werenot solvent tenants? (No,
and laughter.) Was itthatthey werenotpeaceablepeople? (Renewed
laughter and cries of "no") You are right, my friends; it was
becaus; tbey would not sanction by their high authority andapproval
andby thoir signature this infamous Leinster Lease. (Groans) If
the bishnpqsigned this lease,andIask younow to give three cheeis
for thr bishops of Ireland . (Great cheering).

A Voice.
—

Another for the Archbishop of Cashel. (Renewed
cheers.)

FatherBehan— Ifthebishopssigred the lease,oh then theDuke
could go about to his tenantsandhe could say, " Well now my good
fellows, sure youhaveno sense;look at their lordships,look at the
greatbishops! Are you not Catholic people;don't you take the
word from the lipsof yourpriests;wereyou not always led by them
and wont you be led nowby the great heads of them all." They
wouldnot sign this lease. Ifthey signed it the lands of Laraghbryan,
as they helonged to the college, so the collegecould have kept them
on. (A Voice

—
And they will, too. Cheers.) This land question,I

say,is the great question of Ireland. Whatelse have we,asIsaid a
moment ago,but the land ? What have our masters done "for us for
centuries goneby in developing the resources of this veiy fertile
country ? Where are our manufactures ?

A Voice
—

Gone,
Father Behan

—
They arenot gone, beause weneverhad them.(A

laugh.) Where areour minerals andmines— how are they developed?
Look at the great rivers that flow through the country idly into the
sea. Tf these rivers were in England there wouldhe mills and facto-
ries on eTery half mile of them ifpossible,or less;bat we havea
paternalGovernment, tobe sure. We have fathers overus;how are
they minding their children? (Badly.) Tbey leave us unprovided
for, they leave the industries and re&ources that would bein the
country undeveloped;they leave us, then, with hut the land, and
now,forsooth, when wehave beenground down forcenturiesby these
badlandlords, and when we rise in ourstrength atlong last,andGod
knowsitwas time, and whenwehave recourse to the only weapon
at our hand, that is, rational, leeitimate, agitation, Mr. Parnell and
his associates are branded as Communists, firebrands, disturbers of
the publicpeace, andso forth. What did weeverget from England
in Irelandexceptby agitation. (Nothing.) There are someof you
who well remember the superhuman efforts of that greatestof Ire-
land's sons, the veneratedandever tobe lamented J. K.L.,bishopof
Kildare andLeighlin, the greatDr. Doyle (cheers). By letteis and
by speecheshe advocated the causeof thepeople,andwasthemeans,
to a great extent,of getting up wholesome agitation to put down
that accursed tithes system. These things he preached. He told the
people not to violate the law,but to evade the law, the very thing
thepeopleare doingnow by Boycotting. And bis words were taken
up,and whentheparson wanted anauction of a few little ranthauns
of calves (laughter) here and there,or a few little stackeens of oats,
he would haveno one tobid whenhe wouldgo to theplace;or where
he thought there werea few beeves and fatlings they were sure tobe
gone. (Criesof "bravo.") " Peelers," he said, at that time,—

March on with themusket andsword,
And fight for my tithes in the name of theLord.

(Great laughter.) The agitation that time did good, andhas not the
agitation this year done good? (cheers and cries of "yes"), andit
will do greater goodstill, for trom the moment that the Government
made up their mind to prosecute Charles Stewart Parnell (cheers)

He adds, in another place, that the rates of transportationof
theseemigrants would amount to a sum less than it wouldcost to
support themin the workhouse for asingle year. That is onepoint
of view of the question. Ido not doubt that this was a scheme
approvedof by the then LordLansdownefromhumane motives ;its
execution was grossly faulty. Its history is still told, and thehill
sides ofKerry,and the traditions of theplace keptalive the story of
the Lansdownewardin New YorkHospital,wheremany of these ill-
Btarred emigrants fell victims todisease anddeath.

Itis curious that thepresent agent seems tohavedeniedstrenu-
ously the existence ofdistress on the Lansdowne estate in 1879-80,
andto haverefused toact upon any of the relief committees estab-
lished in theneighbourhood. To Dr.Fox,the Government Inspector;
toMr. Fletcher, amember of the Duchess of Marlborough,s Relief
Committee;and to theRev. Canon Bagot,representing the Mansion
House Committee, he is reported tohave given emphatic denials of
the existence of any distress in the district;indeed, so far as has
been ascertained, the first occasion on which he admitted its
existence wasin April, 1880, when heappliedto the MansionHouse
Committeefor funds topromoteanewemigration scheme. Imen-
tion with pain one fact. The Nun of Kenmare, to whom Ihave
already alluded,one of theSisters in theconvent of Poor Clares, inKenmare,a lady not less known for her active benevolence than for
her literary work, inher printed expressionof thanksto America for
thefunds entrusted toher for relieving the distressed tenantry, says,
under the date of Easter week,1879:—

Oneland agent said tome thatwhenhe saw the distress coming
he toldhis noble master thatitwould be thebestthing that hadever
happened for the landlord ;they would have their tenants at their
mercy.

He adds:—
Thesesame landagents werethe principalcause of the distress

beingdenied, forclearly if thedistresi were admittedtodemand rents
andrack rentsfrom the starvingpeople would have been too gross
anact of inhumanity.

Itcanhardly be doubted to whom thislanguage refers. Ihope
it may be shown to be theresult of somegravemisapprehension. The
lady by her public appealscollected a sum of about £15,000, which
was ingreatpartexpendedinSouthKerry.Bhe assured me thatmany
tenantsofLardLansdownehadbeenrecipientsof blankets,of meal, of
seed potatoes, and that as to three national schools, attended princi-
pally by thechildren on Lord Lansdowne's estate—namely those of
Laragb, Lehud, andCopperas,one of thembeing placed outside the
entrance gate of Derreen House, she had tosupply clothes to cover
the children. She had done so in consequence of the statements
made toher by the schoolmistress that, for the sake of decency, they
could not otherwise allow the children to attend the schools, even if
their parents were willing topermit them todo so. One gentlemanalso, conversant with the action of therelief committees in the town,
informed us that fully half of the relief which passed through his
hands hadbeen given toLordLansdowne's tenants. He said

—
The peoplecame crying to me for it;in fact, onhis estate there

were tenants who called onmepersonally between the dates of the
meetings ofthe committee askingme for God's sake, to give them
supplementalorders for meal.

He added that of these tenantsmany wereliving upon the pro-
duce of the seedpotatoes suppliedby charity. Headded further that
Lord Lansdownehadbrought someforty tonsof potatoes toKenmare,
whichhadbeen sold for cash at something below the market price;
that these were wholly insufficient tosow the land; and he finally
added

—
My belief is that wereit not for the Telief given by our com-mittees a greatnumber of theLansdowne tenants would have died.
This emphatic testimony certainly received corroboration in

severalother quarters. Compared withother estates whichIvisited,
the rents, testedby Griffiths' valuation, arenot thehighest. Indeed,
taking somedozen casesor more,Ifound thatthe rent did not exceed
the valuationby more than about 35 to 40 per cent.,andyetIbelieve
the cases tobe exceedingly fewin which the tenantscould out of the
landpay the existingrent if they reserved tothemselves a sufficiency
of food andof clothing fordecentmaintenance. The normal foodof
the tenants is asIhavedescribed it to be elsewhere. Itis a notice-
ahle fact thatinone house,and inonehouse only,andon this estate,
didIseeapieceof baconhanging upin thekitchen. Iwas struck
with this,and with the otherwise greater comfort of the dwelling. 1
complimented the tenant upon what Ipresumed was his greater
industry orhis bettermanagement. His answer was pithy and tothepoint. He said,"Inever could afford that, or to live anyway
decent out ofthe land." "How then do you afford it?" Iasked.His answer wassatisfactory. He was an ex-policeman,with a pen-
sion of £44 a year. Inone case,and that of a tenant, whoseemed
much better off than the rest,we took the trouble of ascertaining as
accurately as we coulda profit and loss account. This was the case
of a widow whose story illustrated another subject much complained
of by the tenants

—
namely, rent raisings on the occasion of the

tenantsmarrying. Her son wanted to get married, and thereupon,
with her consent, toget theland transferred into his ownname, he
went to the office for permission, which was promised conditionally
uponthe rent being raised. This he declined, and married withoutpermission,bis mother's nameremainingon thebooks as tenant. The
rent was about £23, the valuationabout £17 ;theholding containedgrass tor ten cows. He estimated his profits thus

—
12 firkins ofbutter, which would fetchabout £40. Owing, he said, to the bare-

nessof the landhe wouldnot get thehighest price. His profits from
rearingandselling youngstock cattle, would be about £6, and from
the keeping of a few sheep about £5. He grew only enough pota-toes andoats for home consumption— none for sale. Inaddition tothe potatoes raised he reckoned that he expended on Indian meal
close on £17 ;onflour, groceries, clothes, and like luxuries, about
£25 ;andin wages of servants,indoor andout,about£18 ;showing,
after the support of his family, a loss of some £30 a year. Pressed
to explain this,and how, notwithstanding, he managed to live,he
"aidhemarrieda fortune of £100, allof which was gone, andhe

'
Friday,March 4,1881 NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

owedinthetown nearly £100 more. He said that be hadbeenget-
tingout of debt ia the good years, but was now- sunk again,and
another bad year would ruinhim altogether His family consistedof
eightpersons inall, including servants.
Ireservethe|further consideration of Lord Lansdowne's Ken-

mareestate foranother letter.
—
Iam,sir .jf t>ur obedient servant,

Chaelks Russell.

A STIRRING SPEECH.

Attheland meetingatKiloock,onDecember 5, the Bey.HughBehau,
P.P., who saidhehadnominated Mr. Parnell when he first stood for
the county Meath is reported by the Lelntter Leader also to have
spoken as follows :—:

—
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