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of Lord Castlereagh whenthe latter sought to bring about the fatal
Union. Butnoamountof argument, ror yetof bribery,couldswerve
him from his duty. He had already received the honour of a
baronetcy, and apeeragewasnow placedathisdisposal,if he would,
like somany others, betray his country. His answer was to throw
up his post as minister, and, taking his eon, Henry, with him,
who was at the time also a member of the Irish House of
Commons, both fatherand son ranged themselveson the side of the
Opposition, andstoutly resisted the Act of Union to the end, pro-
phetically declaringit tobe fraught withruin to their country. After
the Unionboth father and sonbecame members of the English House
of Commons, representing their old constituencies. Honest John
survived but a short time theruin of Irish Independence,but his son,
who received the title, laboured for many years in the Imperial
House, rising step by step untilhe became Cabinet Minister in the
GovernmentofLord Grey,andafterwardsinthat ofLordMelbourne,
finally closing his distinguished career in the House of Lords as
Baron Congleton, wherehis sonsits to-day. He was especially dis-
tinguished duringhis careerin Parliament for hia advocacy of the
Catholic claims, and prepared the way,both by his writings and
speechesfor O'Connell in hisgreatstruggle for Catholic emancipation.
He was the granduncle of our hero, who, as if the more to endear
him to the Irish heart,canboast of a strain of other blood directly
derived from the Irishsoil quiteas distinguished. His mother is the
daugher of Admiral Stewart, the first admiral of the American navy—

a most gallant fellow, tbe sonof a Belfast man who emigrated to
Boston somehundred yearsago, andacquiredinAmerica a handsome
fortune. Mr. ParneU'smother is still alive, like the mother of the
Gracchi of old, taking the liveliest interest in his political
work,spurring him up whenevera spur is needed. Iask you is it
any wonder, with such ancestors, that this young man carries with
him the|heartsof the people whereverhe goes

—
(loud cheers)

—
especi-

ally whenhehas provedhimself so worthy a scion of his house. His
politicalcareerhas as yet extendedover the shortspace of five years,
during which time he hasacquiredalmost undisputed sway over the
Irish people both in Ireland and America; a truly tremendous
power, holding as he does inhis hands the willof atleast ten millions
of our race—

a power which, if exercised w:sely and moderately, yet
with unbending determination, will undoubtedly result by-and-bye
in making our country thehappiest and mostprosperous portion of
this greatempire. (Loudcheer3.) The secretof theinfluence which
he had acquiredhe considered lay in his intimate knowledge of the
forms of Parliament,and.his great ability to use them so as to meet
the ends he had in view. It was amusing to notice the conflict
between the anxiety of Englishmen to maintain tbat liberty of
of speech which they lovedsomuch and their desire to kick Parnell
and his followers out of the house. But he had been a match for
them sofar, and he (Dr.O'Doherty)sincerely hoped he might oon-
tinuebis obstructivenessuntil he accomplished the great object of
his life which was to redeem their unfortunate fellow-countrymen.
(Prolonged applause.)

THE IRISH NATIONAL LAND LEAGUE.

Inangahua Herald,Feb.18tb.

A public meeting was held on Sunday evening, the 30th January
at James M'Neil's Hotel, Caples Creek,Boatman's. Mr.J. Farley
occupied the chair. After a very eloquent address from the Chair-
man, in explanation of the object for which themeeting was con-
vened,it wasresolved

— " Thata branchof the Irish National Land
League be established at Boatman's, to be called

'
The Boatman's

Branchof the Irish National LandLeague.'
"

Resolved
— "That thismeetine approvesof theprinciples of the

Irish LandLeague,and pledges itself to extend its organisation by
all legitimate means."

Resolved— "
That tlris'meeting condemns the action of the Im-

perial Government inbringing before acriminal bar the leaders of
the Irish NationalLandLeague as most unconstitutional, subversive
of therights of speech, and therebycalculated to shake the confid-
enceof everytrue lover of liberty."

Resolved
—

"That this meeting recommends every true lover of
the causeof Ireland,inall centresof population, to form branches
of the IrishNationalLand League, thereby showing sympathy with
the illustrious Parnell feud otherlabourers in the cause of Ireland's
social regeneration."

As the responses to the several resolutions were occupying too
much of thenight,it was deemed advisable to decline any more re-
solutions, but toproceed with the enrolment of members. About60
joined in the room, after which a Committee was elected,when it
wasresolved that asubscriptionlist be opened, each member topay
not less than ten shillings (10s.),and that the treasurer, Mr. James
Fitzgerald,and othermembers canvass the district for subscriptions
and names for enrolment. The fullamountcollected tobeforwarded
not later than the IstMarch to the IrishNational Land League and
Defence Fund. A voteof thanks to the chair terminated the pro-
ceeding's.

Nine flying "colnmns" are, itis said, tobe despatchedtodif-
ferent parts of Ireland— two going from Dublin, two from the
Curragh, one from Belfast, one from Cork,one from Limerick,one
fromFennoy,andone from Athlone.

The New York Star of December 19, 1880, says:
— Mrs Delia1\

S. Parnell and JohnH.Parnell,themother andbrother of C.Stewart
Parnell, the Irishagitator, wereinAlbany onMonday,andby talking
with various women in the city, Mrs Parnellhas formedabranch of
the Women's LandLeague of NewYork in thatcity. The movement
among women has been started principally by Miss Fanny Parnell,
a sister, and thoughitis but a few months ago ithas been the means
of sending 1000 dols. to Ireland, The League in Troy, which is
growing fast instrength,has invited Mrs Parnell toform awomen's

ranch there.

English administrators h&\c pretended to govern there; andas a I
result we saw in the last winter the miserable Irishpeople sending I
their emissaries, hat in hand, round the globe, to beg forsixpences )
for God's sake,tosave them from starving. The Irish soil,if it were |
decently cultivated, would feed twice the population which now
occupiesit;butineverygarden there growa hundred weeds for one
potato."

He thanked Mr. Froude for the facts which he had 8© pithily
stated,but couldno>t agree with the remedyhe suggested, which was
to send another Ciomwellian army of Puritans and replant the
country with good Protestants, takingcarethatnoCatholicsremained
this time. The Irish, thank God, out of Ireland, werestrong enongh
to see thatno such remedy would be permitted. (Loudcheers.) The
present ImperialGovernment, after assuming- office, tootsome steps
toalleviate the present state of things, which showed they bad some
feelings of humanity towards the sufferingpeopleof Ireland. Mr-
Gladstone, ■whom he regardad with theutmost possiblerespect asa
statesman, who would, if permitted, grant the fullest freedom and
equality to the Irish people, introduced a measurecalled the Com-
pensation for Disturbance Bill, and in moving its second reading,
said :"

Thetwo bad harvestsof 1877 and 1878 were succeeded in1879
by aharvest, whichin parts of Ireland, was the very worst known
since the great Irish famine. With thesebad harvests thenumberof
evictions increased. In truth, the act of God in the failureof the
cropshad replacedthe Irish occupier in that conditionin which he
stoodbefore the Land Act, because he was deprivedof liis usual
means, and had to contemplate eviction for non-paymentof rent,
and. as a consequence of eviction, starvation. It is no great ex-
aggeration to say,that in a country where agriculturalpursuitsare
the only pursuits,and where the means of the paympntof the rent
areentirely destroyed for the time by thevisitationof Providence,
the occupier may regard the sentenceof evictionascoming verynear
toasentence of starvation."
This extractwas from an article in the ContemporaryReview,and
the article wenton to say :—:

—
"Andin the samespeech, on the Disturbance Bill, from whichI

havealready quoted, he summed themeaning of the eviction figures
as showing that 15,000 individuals would be "ejected from their
homes, withouthopeandwithout remedy,in thecourse ofthe nresent
year." Inother vswds, the Irish landlords— in the year following
that in. which there had been the worst potato crop since the great
famine

—
the Irish landlords decreed15,000 sentencesof eviction;or,

touse Mr. Gladstone's words,15.000 sentences of starvation."
These werethe words of the Premier of the Empire,and his state-
mentof the case wasnot atall exaegerated. They hadheardagreat
deal about outrages in Ireland. Five murders had unhappily been
committed there during the past year, and be wasquite sure there
■wasnot amanpresent who did not regret thembecause of the dis-
credit they brought upon our country. Butdid those, hewould ask,
whowere commenting so freelyupon these disorders, ever think of
the atrocities being daily perpetratedunder the sanction of lawupon
the unhappy people, to him it was perfectly amazing the indif-
ference with which these wereregarded. Englishmen werelavishin
their expressions of sympathy for Buffering of the kind in other
countries. But here in the veryheart of theEmpire, wehave the
words of thePremier that landlord law had doomed15,000 of oui
race to await deathduring this past year, anddeath tooof themost
fearfulkinditis possible to contemplate,and yet menstand by and
witness itas they did thirty years ago with the most perfect sang
froidand indifference— whilst they will tell us that the men thus
coolly handedover toslaughter are the samerace whoconstitute the
flower of theirarmy andare at this moment lavishly shedding their
blood indifferent quartersof the world for the defence of the great
Empire that so cruelly ill-treated them. (Shame, shame.) Thank
God, this slaughter did not occur, and we have to thank Charles
Stewart Parnelland theLand League thatitdid not. (Lo\idcheers.)
Aswas the case thirty yearsago, so it was to-day, the Government
did nothing,and the LandLeague had to step in andcave the lives
of the people. (Tremendous applause.) Gentlemen, he fully be-
lieved the leading men of the present Government weTe heartily
desirous of doing justice to our people. Nobody who Tead the
speeches of John Bright and Mr ChambeTlain lately delivered can
doubt their deep sympathy with their sufferings;and Mr.Gladstone
has ever beenconsistent

—
whether in or out of office, inendeavouring

to allay theirdistress. He awaited,therefore, witheagerhopefulness,
thisgreat landact they have promised,and sincerely wishedit would
beall that John Bright has predicted

—
a full and final settlement of

thpquestion. But, whether it be so or not,hehad nohesitation in
emphatically declaring, that thepassing of such ameasure,whenever
itreceives the sanction ofbothHouses of Parliament, will be the act
of Charles Stewart Parnell and his Land League. (Loud cheers.)
Now, gentlemen,who is this Parnell we hear andread so much of?
Ishe, as some will have it, a needy political adventurer seekingan
ephemeralreputationby pandering to thepassions of themob? Or
is he, asmany re&pectable people think, t-o great a criminal as to be
fitonly tobe hanged ? Is he in fine, as you will be toldby many
honest folk, an inciter toassassination,and therest of it? (Laughter.)
O'Connell usedto consider himself the best abused man.of his day,
and certainly in this respect there can beuodoubt the great man's
mantlehas fallenupon the shoulders of Mr. Parnell. He should like
to disabuse the minds of those who entertained these erroneous
opinionsabouthim. Now, hehadnohesitation in saying there were
not twelvemenin theHouse of Commons who could claim a nobler
lineage than he could, at all events in the estimation of Irishmen.
About theperiodof the Restoration, Thomas Parnell cetne over from
Cheshire and Bettled in Ireland, purchasing an estate there. His
sons, John and Thomas, were both distinguished, John becoming
Chief Justice of theQueen's Bench, andThomas a distinguished poet
and literateur

—
the fiiend of Johnson, Pope, and Swift, amongst

whom he was highly regarded. From the Chief Justice descended
another John, whobecame a member of the IrishParliament. His
nameis engraved upon thehearts of his countrymenas

"
Honest John

ParnelL" He wasChancellor, of the Exchequerin the Government
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