
Castle has certainly an appearanceof newness,which, to the loverof
antiquity is possibly a littlepainful. Itis, however,superbly beauti-
ful for all that. Built ofhuge polished flint,on the lines of the best
modelled castles, with large towers and keep, and of magnificent
dimensions, still, thebuilding was notall. The surrounding scenery
was whatstruck me most. Facing one side of the castle, stretching
out as faras the eye could reach, ran the grand Loch Corrib, de«
corated with tiny islands covered with trees, and bearing upon its
bosom waves of no despicable size;while close at hand, running
through apieceof landscapenot tobesurpassed in anypartof Eng-land, were the brightest of trout and salmon streams, overwhich
graceful littlebridges sprang, and by the side of which frowned a
grimoldruinedabbey covered with ivyand moss. Anything fairer
or more enchanting it would be difficult to conceive, andcouldI
haveshakenoff the idea thattheplace was besieged— asIhad been
told

—
Ishould have felt thatitwas a veryparadise."

A Liverpool Catholic contemporary says:— Another of these
curious contrasts is afforded by theBoycottfamily. The nownotorius
Protestant martyrof Mayo, thehero of Orangemenall the worldover,
is the sonof a lady who maybe rankedamong themost devoutcon-
verts to the Catholic Church. In. Paris, where she lived for many
years,she wasknown for her zeal in the cause of the clericals,and
her saloon, which was a favourite resort for Catholic society^Lwas
honoured by thepresence of Cardinal Manning, whenever he v'ited
the brilliant capital. Nor is Mrs. Digby Boycott the only member
of her family belonging to the Church. Her faith is shared by Mr.
and Mrs. Essex Digby Boycott, the Ooratesse Geraldine Digby Boy-
cottand Madame Mabel Digby Boycott, the latter having left the
worldfor the cloister.

Diabolical murders continue to be frequent in England. At
Macclesfield, on Christmas night, amannamed Stanway, after quar-
relling with his paramour, pushed a red-hot poker into her body
while she lay asleep! On Monday night thewretched womandied.
Had a landlord in Irelandbeen the victim of this terrible crime
whata howl wouldhavebeen raised for coercion ! But the atrocity
is perpetratedin England, and it evokes not a word of comment
from the coercionists !— Nation.

The inquest on Kavanaghhas been held. When he wasbrought
out he begged oneof thebailiffs not to puthim out of thehouse but
to shoothim, ashe couldnot bear to leave. He cried bitterly and
complained that after being fifty yearsinEarl Fitzwilliam's employ
he should be turned intothe road todie.

Itwas announced at the meetingof the Killeagh Land League
(says the Cork Herald) that the ProtestantDeanof Cloyne had not
only signed amemorial to Captain Smith Barry fromhis tenantsask-
ing that their rents should be reduced to Griffith's valuation, but
added a statement of his own,thathe considered that Griffith's valu-
ation was sufficient as rent for all the land inthe locality.

An extraordinary occurrencehas taken place in the vicinity of
Castleblakeney, county Galway. Some 700 farmers assembled where
a tenantfarmer wasrecently evicted,andcommenced buildingahouse
onthe land from whichhe hadbeen turnedaway. A numberofmasons,
carpenters, and thatchers commenced working at midnight, and by
six o'clock in themorning the house was finished, after which the
tenant wasreinstated in theholding. A large forceof policeattended,
but didnot interfere with the work. Subsequently a meeting was
held,at which thepeople attendedin large numbers. The following
resolutions werepassed :—":

— "That, as webelieve Irelandcanneverbe
prosperous until every vestigeof landlordism is swept from Ireland,
wehereby pledge ourselves to support Mr. Parnell in his just and
noble struggle against the worst landlordism thathas evercursed any
nation."

"That, despite the arrest of the men who returned the
widow Dempsey, we, in public meeting assembled, assure theBritish
Government thatso longas they encourage landlords in their evil
workof eviction we will work energetically until every vestige of
British rule is swept from the land."

Many of our readers will still remember the stately figures and
fine faces of twoGerman nobleman who sojourned for a few daysin
our city in August, 1875, as visitors to the great O'Connell Centenary
celebration. One was a young man, the Baron von Wendt;the
other, the Count von Schmissing-Kerssenbrock, was far advanced in
years. Bothhada warm feeling for the Irishpeople,and frequently
during their visit expressed the deep gratification which the good
qualities of our countrymen and their enthusiastic devotion to the
memory of O'Connell caused them. Bothmenhid themselves given
pledges of their own steadfastness, havingundergone periodsof im-
prisonment for resistance to the iniquitouslegislation by which the
Prussian Government attempted to enslave the Catholic Church. We
regret tolearn that the goodCount's voice willnomore be heard in
defence of a righteous cause in the Landtagat Berlin, where he sat
asmember for Coblenz, a serious illness having ended in his death
a few days ago, in his 75th year. The Rhineland loses inhim anex-
cellent man, most charitable to the poor, anda prompt andeager
advocate tohelp forward everygoodproject.— Freeman,

The Parnell Defence Fund growsapace. Itwill be seen that we
elsewhere acknowledge the receipt of the great sum of £346, the
fruit of a single day's collection. The sum includes £100 from
Enniscorthy, £20 from Ballytore, £101 from Carrick-on-Suir, £41
from Canon Walsh, county of Cork and so on. It is plain that the
defence will not be starved, and that the people ©f Ireland will show
that they are determined that there shall be a fair trial. At the same
time, we would remind the country that it has been stated that
£10,000 vrill be requiredfor thedefence, and that ore-half that sum
has not yet come in, putting together the Land LeagueFund and
the '* Freeman

"
Fund. Only four weeks will now elapse between

the time of meetingandthe first day of the trial, and wenow finally
urge thepeopletopour in their money te help in fighting a battle
which is theirown battle,and vindicating a cause which is their own
cause.

— Freeman, Dec. 4.
George Lyman Ostrander, aged 26 years, was lately shot dead

by his brother,Henry Ostrander, at their home, near Camden,New
York. Henry was of a jealous disposition, and the sight of their
little sister caressing Georgeledto the crime.

The reform of Irish land tenure is popular in Scotland, and
there is not only a disposition to slur over the difficulties of the task,
but toignore the gravity of the present situation inIreland.— Times.

4mongst some school boardsummonsesheard atLambeth lately,
was one which caused no little surpriseincourt. The father of aboy
about 10 yearsof age wassummoned for thenon-attendance of the
child at school. The superintendentsaid the child seemed utterly to
put theparentsat defiance. The father produced a large hammer
and trowel, andsaid "these are things the boy throws at his mother,
and hehas done so more thanonce. On one occasion, when he threw
the trowel, it just escaped striking her, and stuck in a door. Mr.
Chance asked the child if this was true, but he refused to give any
reply. The father added that the boy said to his mother, "I'll
blooming well settle you." Mr.Chance warned him if he absented
himself againhe wouldbe sent toan industrial school.

The etching of Mr. Ouless's portrait of Cardinal Newman is to
be M. Bajon's capo <T opera. It promises to be one of the finest
things of the kind ever produced—

a Catholic gentleman, in the
abundance of his admiration for thegreat Oratorian, having arranged
thatat least one thousand guineas should be spent upon therepro-
duction of the most noteworthy portrait of his eminence thathas
been painted.

A special clause has beeninserted inthe deedof sale of the Villa
Eugenic, at Biarritz, which binds the purchasers, under heavy
penalties, to celebrate memorial Masses in theprivatechapelof the
villa on the anniversaries of the deaths of Louis Napoleonandhis
son.

The Liverpool Post hears that a subscription set on foot by
wealthyEnglish and French Catholics tosupport thereligiousOrders
expelledfrom France is making considerable progress. The Duke of
Norfolk and the Marquis of Bute have each put down their names
for £1000, and the Duke de Bisaccia, formerly French Ambassador
here, has subscribed 25,000 francs. Altogetherabout £40,000 have
beensubscribed to the fund, whichhas beenless thanamonth before
the public.

The trial of Mr. Healy, M.P., and Mr. Walsh took place on
Wednesday, December 15, at the Cork Assizes. They were charged
with attempting to intimidate a former named Manning, near
Bantry, to give up possession of a holding, from which a former
tenanthadbeen evicted. Manning, however, declared that it was
advice, and not menace which was used towards him. The jury,
after an hour's deliberation, acquitted the prisoners.

Guinness, thebrewer,whois now a*, ord,hasbuilt apalacein the
county Galway, whichhe terms Ashford Castle. A newspaper man
says :—":

— "What a sceneburst uponme, asIwalkedaround the edifice
and viewed the grounds laid outwithin the last year1 Ashford
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if he hadsomething else in viewbesides mere charity. Anditdoes
take considerable engineering in my mind thatImaybring myself
to believe that Mr Hutchiss and the MorrisBoard of Trade tried to
be entirely just and impartial when G-raceville is blamed for the
freezing of young Malone. who ■was frozen within a few miles of
Morris before he had ever seen Graceville, and for whose cure in
Morris a Morris hotel-keeperanda Morris doctor chargedme 23d015.
Imakeno issue,Imust here say,a°ainst the people of Morris in
general, many of whom,Iam assured,understand well the situation.
Iam speakingonly of Mr. Hutchins and his friends.

The public will, Itrust, givemecredit for desiringtohave, at the
very first outburst of alarm a true knowledge of the facts. T wished
nowhitewashing Iappointed at once two gentlemen to investigate
matters

— Mr. O'Brien and MrHodges
—

the one to control the report
of the other, bothseeing things together,assisting one another with
mutual observations and explanations Iregret tosay, thatIhave
not yet receivedMr. Hodges'report. A dispatch to thePioneer Press
anda discourse before the Bt. Paul Chamber of Commerce— Mr.
Hodges having gone to Big Stone at the request of neither the
Pioneer Press nor of the Chamber— Icannot consider as the report
whichIhadreason to expect from him. But Iam perfectly satis-
fiedof the truthfulness ineveryparticularof theletter of Mr.O'Brien,
and of the report of the Graceville committee organisedathis sugges-
tion.

Nouneasiness is tobe felt as to thefuture wantsof these families.
Iwillprovide for them, even doing in the future more than my
judgent will allow me, but compelled to do so toavoid outcries and
investigations. The management ofthese people will be hencefor-
ward adifficult task, as they a?e now convinced that all they have
to do to forcemeinto their views will he to send word to their good
friend, Col.Dunlap, to their other friend, Mr. Hutchins of Morris,
wheninvestigating committees and car-loads of provisionswill be at
once started out. However, Iwill do my best amid opposition, to
make them good citizens.

The Connemara families are twenty-four in number. Around
Graceville are four hundred otherCatholic families, mostly Trish, and
Ibegthe public, when Graceville is mentioned, to remember the
latter rather than the former. There are not in Minnesota to-day
settlers more thrifty,more sober, more self-reliant and intelligent,
more prosperous, for the time they are in the country, than our
Gracevillecolonists, andnowhere forits sizeis there aprettier and a
livelier village than Graceville itself. The land ofthe colony is the
best in the State, and with the advantage now offered to it by the
completion of the Morris and Brown'sValleyroad

—
whichrunsright

through it— this colony gives every promiseof ranking first among
all the country districts of the Statefor wealth, social comforts, and
moral worth. In the atmosphere of Graceville the Connemara
families will verysoonbe changed into excellent colonists.

JohnIbeland.
St. Paul, December 21, 1880.

General News.

18


