
werestill of a mould to make their way successfully in the world,
if only the opportunity weregiven to them. Theparties in the West
of Irelandwhom Father Nugent requested to select, families for the
colony, seatus, for the most part, paupers, of long standing, totally
demoralised anduuaannedby years of suffsring, and unaccustomed
toprovide for their own.wants. Xo one was nure disappointed than
Iwhen, after some weeks of painful experience with my proteges,
the truthdawnupon me thatIhid a mountain, of trouble before me,
whenIhad expecteda meremole hill.
Ihad for the last four .rears beeninstrumental in bringing Irish

colonists to the State, and had noticad their pride of character,
their anxiety to work and to be independent, their rapid success
amid great difficulties. Ihad presumed that no families could
come to me from. Irelanddevoidof all thesenoble qualities.

Still,Idid not allow myself to ba discouraged. IavowIsin-
cerely loved the new colonists. They were Irishmen, and if they
weredemoralised and improvident, their defect? warsnofaults of the
race, but theunfortunate fruits of oppressioa aa.l suffering. Driven
by dire necessity, as the Connemara peoplehail b^en, into the wild
mountains of Galway, where the earth wa3 sterile, where industry
wasunknown, they couldnotbut be whatIfound them, and, indeed,
whenIread theirsad storyIonly wonder that they are not a thou-
sand times worse. Then, too,Ihad,asIyet have, sufficient faith in
the Irishrace to believe that, with due discipline, the worst speci-
mens canbe easily fashionedinto noblest manhood.

My planin dealing with the Connemara settlers
—

Father Ryan.
of Graceville carrying out exactly my regulations

—
was to supply

them for the winter with the necessaries ot life, and make thempro-
vide themselves whatever else they might des>re. The ultimate ob-
ject of all my actions towards them was to make them work andbe-
come self-supporting. They have since their arrival shownan.un-
willingness to work. During thebusy harvest season many of them
loitered around the prairies, and all this under the avowed pretext
that|Bishop Ireland would support them, whether they worked or
not. Some of themhave evengone so far as to invite their children
home from St. Paul, where they have been, earning high wages,
telling them that living was free in Big Stone County. It"would
have been folly,under these circumstances, to do more for them than
Idid. Bach family was furnished witha warm,shanty, acow, wood,
potatoesand cornmeal. Having read all thereports thathavecome
down from Morris and Graceville, and having taken information
from other sources,Iam at this moment satisfied that these settlers
havenot been destitute of the above-mentionednecessaries. There
may havebeen a scarcity of wood in the early partof the season,
when,owing tothe sudden and unexpected blockading of the road
by snow it was impossible for the richest settler tohaveanabundance
of firewood.

Mr. Hutchins tells of "small quantities" of firewood at each
shanty. The wood was there;it did not matter that the quantity
at someshanties was small, asIhad two teams constantly circulating
over theprairie anddropping moreor less wood &t everydoor. In-
deed,there has been a strong feeling aroused in Graceville against
therailroad and myself, because when old and well-to-do settlers
couldnot receive from the railroad all the wood they desired, car-
loads wouldbe sure to arrive regularly for the Connemaras. Then
the pilemay often havebeen larger than what Mr. Hutchins saw

—
sorry lam to say that our Oonnemaras are artful in begging. At a
shanty, where once the owner had claimed that he had no wood,a
neighbour, Mr Mcßreddy, afterwards accidently stumbled upon a
half-cord covered with snow;and at another, where onlyonepiece
was visible, the Morris investigators, as Mr. Hodges admittedbefore
the Chamber of Commerce, after a slight search, foundseveral sticks
hidden awayin the garret. There was meal found in everyshanty,
somuch of it,indeed, In some shanties that the good womenwere
feeding it to the cows. And if the potatoes were frozen it was the
fault of thepeople themselves. A part of the potatoes whichIsent
toGraceville were frozenin the cars. The sound ones only werede-
livered to the Connemaras, who let them freeze after they hadre-
ceived them.
Iwas all the time well aware of the supplies at the disposalof

the settlers, audIwasaware, too,of the largesums of moneybeing
sent to themby their children, with which they were making par-
chases at the stores. lam not afraid to say that theboys and girls,
some ninety of them, who have been working in St. Paul andelse-
whereinMinnesota, have sent home to their parents in Big Stone
county from 1.500d015. to 2,000d015. The appearance of misery in the
shanties, the complaints of the inmates, could not alarm me, asI
mow well thehabits of the people. With all these facts fixedin my
mind,Iclaim to-day that Iwas fully justified in denying, through
the St. Paul andChicago papers, the statements made to thepublic
by Mr.Hutchinsandhis friends.
Ido not, however,accuse Mr.Hutchins and theBoardof Trade

of Morris, of wilfulmisrepresentations. They have been, in a great
measure, imposed upon by the tricks and falsehoods of the Conne-
mara people. Iwill allude but to one delicate lie told by these
people— as it is one that Imyself know about. Itwas said that
Father Ryan, one day, toreupanorder for meal. Igave the order,
telling themanheshould workout the value of the meal, at therate
of one dollar per day. At the store he found that meal would ina
few days be cheaper,and he refused to take the meal on the day that
the order hadbeen given. The order was then torn up byFather
Ryan,who considered itof nofurther use. However, Idoblame Mr.
Hutchinsand his friends for not pushing their investigations beyond
mereappearances

—
for not giving a hearing to the other side. It

looks asif they were ina hurry to make out a case, anddesired only
a one-sided report. Some months ago Ihad cautioned, through Mr
Munroe, the people of Morris against the impositions which the
colonists would be likely to practice upon them. Iblame them, too,
for not quietly telling meof the supposedneedof provisions, without
sending thenews to the four cornersof the earth, to the greatdetri-
ment of the whole State of Minnesota. They surely had ao reason
to fancy thatIwould not be most anxious to relieve all suffering.
Hereagainitlooks as if only loud charity sirits Mr Hutchins, or aa
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THE IRISH REVOLUTION.

(PhiladelphiaPublicLedger.)
There'sahomely old storyabout aman whoneverfound the right
time tomend his leaky roof. When it was raiuiug lie couldn'tor
wouldn'tgo out in the wet to mend it,and when the weather was
dry, theholes in the thatch didn't make any difference. They were
rather pleasant thanotherwise. That is about the philosophy of the
British Government in its way of looking at the Irish question.
When there's agitation and disturbance and thrcitened revolt,
resulting from long neglectedsuffering and wrong, the Government
willnot move in the direction of just and sufficientredress:they
will not actunder menace, although theycannot dispute the wrong
orthe reasonfor disturbance;and when there is no agitation, when
the politicalandsocial skiesareclear of dark clouds

—
thenit makes

nodifference. The Irish roofmay be patchedsomeother time.
This is manifestly the viewLord Sherbrooke— he that used tobs

Mr. Lowe
—

takesof the way todeal with Ireland. He Bays :
''The

time for considering great and drastic changes is not well chosen
amidscenes of heat andviolence. Then is the time to stand by the
laws asthey are,and to see,asfar asthepower of Government goes,
that they are respectedand obeyed." That is the old cry and the
ne|rcry. The peoplesuffer and forbear while forbearance is possible,
ts\ nothing is done. When longer forbearance is beyond thepower
ofhumannature,and they resist with what energy is within their
reach, then

"
thetime is not well-chosen

"—
then is the time for en-

forcing thelaws as they are
—

thevery laws which lead tothepoverty,
the suffering, theutterinability tomake a living out of the land, the
starvation, resistance and revolt. The Irishpeoplehavebeennoted
for th« patiencewith which they bear their miseries. As far back as
the Devon Land Commission in 1843-45 it was shown that the
destitute Irish numbered one-third of the entire populationof the
island. The land was held in large tracts by absolute owners

—
mostly English peers

— who were neglectful of their properties in
Ireland;and the effect of the land laws wasdeclared by the Com-
mission "to create a feeling of insecurity which directly checked
industry." The people engaged in agriculture were "steeped in
povertyandmisery. Underallthis they were soquietand forbearing
that the Commission felt obligated to pay homage to

"
thepatient

endurance which the labouringclasses havegenerally exhibitedunder
sufferings whichare greater, webelieve, than thepeopleof any other
country inEuropehave to sustain. Then surely was one of thetimes
for remedial legislation of the most favouring and comprehensive
description;but except this patronizing pat on the back for their
good behaviour under thewor.-t sufferinginEurope, the Irish people
gobnothing.

That was two yearsbefore the awful famine of 1847, and three
years before theYoung Ireland rising of 1848. Itwould havebeen
easy then to do all that was asked. Mr. JohnDillon, the father of
the Mr.Dillon recently in this country with Mr. Parnell, formulated
the requirementsof Ireland in three words: '"A revaluation oi the
land andperpetuity (that is fixity of tenure) for the tenant." That
wasrepelledin'48 as asking too much, butilcould be had almost
for the askingnow. Boitis that the British Parliament has refused
to learn. Now thenecessities of the case havepushed the suffering
peopleto demand,not only

"
fixity of tenure and

"
fairrents

"
under

anew valuation, but
" free sale

"
of the lands themselves. Long

deferred justice thus brings its ownpenalties.
Within the last thirty-twoor three years there havebeen three

famines and as many serious seasons of agitation, if not more.
"Young Ireland

" rose for redress of grievances in1848,as theLand
League does now, and the Feniantrouble was aboutmidwaybetween.
The land question, with accompanying destitution among the
peasantry, was involved inevery one of these risings. None of the
starvation periods,noneof the threatened insurrections, growing out
of an unberable state of affairs, brought sufficient wis-lom to the
British Parliament. The LandAct of 1870 was something, but only
apatch. Itwasall Mr. Gladstone could get at that time however.
They wereall warned then,and long before, that something deeper
andbroader wouldhave to be done, if the roots andbranches of Irish
suffering were to be reached. And so Parliament and Ministries
haveblundered onto this time, neglecting justice wheneverything
was tranquil, refusing to act during periods of disturbance, the
Government expressing indignation when commotion and violence
arose through its ownneglects, untilnowthere isbut little more than
aphantom of British ruleinIreland,except that whichis backedby
the presence of armed soldiery. The time to do justice is when
people aresuffering injustice. That is alwaysin order.

THE CONNEMARA COLONISTS.

f A LETTBB FROM BISHOP IRELAND
BishopIrbland'Bletter printed below on the subject of the Conne-
mara Colonists, whosecondition has provokedconsiderable comment
of late willbe read with interest. The communication is addressed
to thePioneer Press of St. Paul, Minn.,andis as follows :—: —

Bomuch has beensaid of the Connemara colonistsin BigStone
County that Ibeg leave to say a few words affectingmy relations
with these colonists.

The conclusion has no doubt forced itself upon the minds of
your readers that whateverthey may think of the reports sent abroad
through the country asserting great destitution to existin the Con-
nemara settlement, these people are at best an improvident <md
worthless class of citizens,and it is, perhaps, asked how Iwas in-
duced tobring such peopleto the State. The families that came to
us werenot the class we had bargained for. Both Father Nugent,
whodefrayed their expenses to Boston, andmyself, who had the re-
sponsibility of taking them from thesea shore, had supposed that we
wouldhave as objects of our beneficence industrious, sober, haid-
workingpeople,who, thoughimpoverishedby the famine in Ireland,
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