
But still more interested ar« we inthe account of
detestable the persecutionof the Huguenots by King Louis
doings duly XIV.ot which we also find a description in this
detested. work of Saint-Simon's. Itexhibitsthematter ina

verydifferent light from that inwhichitis viewed
by those who lay itas aheavy crime at the door of the Church. A
crime, nevertheless,we recognise it to have been, but a far heavier
crime committed against the Church thaneven against theunfortu-
nate Protestants who so grievously suffered from it. That the
wretched transaction may,however, be more clearly understood it
will benecessary for us tosay a few words as to the relations of
Louis XIV.towards the Pope before we quote from Saint-Simon,
To set out, then, this kinghadn^soonerhimself assumed thereinsof
governmentthanhe began to seek occasions to humiliate the Holy
See. There was, for example, the

"
affair of the Corsican Guard,"in

whichcertain hangers-onof theFrench embassy at Borne attacked
the Pontificalsoldiers,and whichled to the invasion of Avignon, to
the sending of anarmy into Italy,and to the proposal of several
insultingandunjust conditions by the king to be accepted by the
Pope, beforehe would condescendso much as to treat withhim,— the
conditions being refusedby thePope, andpeace only made twoyears
afterwards through theintercession of Spain and Venice, butwith ter-
itorial loss and humiliation to the Holy See, There was also the
affair of theRegale, in which the king strove to extend to ail the
bishopricsand benefices in France the right which the kings of
France possessedover certain bishoprics and benefices founded by
their ancestorsand whose revenues,when they became vacant, fell in
to the crown. Inthis matter, strange tosay, thebishopssided with
theking andagainst the Pope

—
a fact tobe remembered when we

read of thepart takenby the greater number of these bishops in the
persecution o£ theHuguenots as describedby Saint-Simon. Again,
there was thematter o£ the four Articles, directed especially against
the Pope's influence inFrance, but also capable of a widerandmare
sinister interpretation,and inwhich more than a third of thebishops
werewith theking. There is much more which we might advance
inillustration of Louis' unfriendly relations with Rome, but this is
enough for thepurpose, as wellas toshow howthebishops,presented
to their bishoprics by theking, werefor themost part his majesty's
obsequiousservants rather than the faithful shepherdsof their flocks
aid subjects o£ the Holy See. They were,in fact, to a large extent
menchosen for advancement by the policy of Mazarin in gaining
over thenobility of theFronde,or,perhaps,still worse appointments
made by Colbert andLe Tellier,from their owncreaturesor relations,
and their piety or fitness for the episcopacy had been the last thing
thought of in connection with them. It was under such circum-
stances that theking undertook his bitter persecution of the Protes-
tants. Saint-Simonwrites of it to the followingeffect :

—
The whole

plot wasconductedbyLouvois and Madame de Maintenon, unknown
toevery one else. . . . Louvois,who only too well understoodthe
consequences, found adouble advantagein it,because the execution
he thought of could only be performed by troops, and consequently
by himself, who would thus be brought into continual relationship
with theking, which peace had made rarer,and because such an
event would longalienate all the Protestants of Europe, and urge
them to a war thathe desired most ardently, and these two reasons
drew him on tobring aboutall thehorrors ofthe execution. Colbert,
the only manhe couldhave feared in theparticipationof the secret,
and ccrtaiuly staunch, and resolute when in opposition, had
beendead for two years. Thus, perfectly free,he egged on the kingf^.
to the glory of exterminating people, who, leagued together and
supportedby the foreignpowers belonging to their communion,had
oppose!a firm front to allhis predecessors,from the time of Francis
1., and,however subdued they might find themselves,would never
lose the hopeof raising themselves up again, nor that of succeeding
in establishing a State within the State,with all the independence
and forms to which they had alwaysaspired. Thus glory, authority,
policy, religion, all was put forward without contradiction, and

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. Friday, September3,1880.
sovereign, whose lieutenant-general Bouillon should be, whose
authorityhe should fully exercise, and whom, with the other Pro-
testants,he should have at his back. He would thus erectastate
withina state,andbecome, insomesort, the equal of theking, since
they wouldeach findhimself the chief of a partyequalto theother
innumbersand strength, but unequalin support,for theHuguenot
party would be secured by the power of its foreign protector and
the other Protestants, whilst Henry could not rely nponthe feeble
temporalpower of the Popo noron the jealousyand infidelity of the
Houses of Austria andSavoy. The writer adds thatit wasnosmall
proof of the abilities ofKingHenry thathe succeededinpersuading
theHuguenots toaccept the edicthe proposedto them. Such then
was the difficultnature of these people,and their dangerous attitude
eventoa kingwhom thty must have regarded as most friendly to
them, andwe canthus easily understand how they couldhavebeen
consied as formidable enemies without the introduction of the
religious question into the matter. Itis not difficult, therefore, to
see apurely secularfoundation for themassacreof St.Bartholomew.

" with yourphilosophy," and he'invites him to make peace among
the combatants. Thephilosopheris,of course,persuadedof hisability
todo so;he is eminently conscious of his own superiority, and the
depthandefficacy of hislearning to accomplish allthings. It is the
simplest thing in theworld for him tomake a learned address on the
Bhamefulness of anger, in which he quotes Seneca, for Herbert
Spencerhadnot yet been, born or even thought of,andhe was, there-
fore,dependenton a lesser light. But,alas for the stability of theo-
retic wisdom, theupshotof the matteris that when the antagonists
turn rounduponhim, his philosophy flies beforehis hot temper,and
hehimself is the first toset the example of fisticuffs; while, as for
his language,nothing worse can be found

— "'Fripons,gvcvx,traitrcs,
imposteurs /" he cries. There is amaster of philosophy here amongst
us also engaged in making perfect in " science

"
an aspiring citizen

or two,whoseparents neglected their "prose" indays gone by,but
whohavebeen fortunate in finding so apt a professor to instruct
themin it. He threw uphis hands and eyesa few weeks ago, and
demandedina toneof indignant remonstrance tinctured with con-
scious innocence,whetherFreethinkerslikehim wereever known to
cast reflectionson the morals of those opposed to them. We made
bold at the time to saythey were;wegavea couple of instances in
which they haddone so,and wemight have gone further and given
one instance, at least, in which they would continue to do so. For,
loandbehold,our JUaitredePhilosopMehimself, not able to endure
atouch hereand there on the raw, has not ceased ever since to
attack themorals of Catholics, to whom he is opposed,and has com-
pletely stultified himself accordingly; that is if it, indeed, still re-
mained for him to do so, and such had not already been un fait
accompli. But this is an excellentexampleof the honesty and con-
sistencyof Freethought. There is nomorehypocritical systemon the
face of theearth, and everything it blames so loudly in others we
find itperforms itself withoutablush. Itcomes downon the creeds
for attackingmorals, but, whenthe opportunity offers, it is anxious
itself tomake just such anattack ;it waxes furious against intoler-
ance and tyranny, but it is itself ever foremost in tyranny and
intolerance. Itrails against persecution,andseeks back toby-gone
ages for long-exploded calumnies against the Church, but it passes
overinsilence its own hideous orgies, such, for example, as those
performedby itbefore the eyes of all Europenine yearsago inParis,
whenit torturedand murdered,in themidst of outrageandunspeaka-
ble abominations,by the hands of its membeis the Communists— ad-
vrneedFreethinkersalloEthem,andsinceitis thegloryof Freethought
thatitowns nostandard of correct thought, that no Freethinker is
bound by the opinions of any other Freethinker, these are Free-
thinkers who must not be restrained, and who are at liberty to
regard withcontemptas the "muffs" of their order,those whoarestill
comuch under the influences of the Christian centuries as uncon-
Bciously tocontinue by custom to prefer the lives of moral citizens.Meantime,how comas it,on M.Taine's principle, that a genius, the
sole productof certain circumstancesobtaining in Europe two hun-
dred yearsago, has so vividly paintedfor usa true representativeof
what we find amongst ourselves to-day in the antipodes— of our
MaitredePhilosophic?

Inthe Revue des Deux llondcs for May 15th, M.
AFORMIDABLE George Picot gives a review of a work by Saint-

POWER. Simon the author oE the "' Memoirs," which has
recently been foundin manuscript amongstcertain

SSitepapers in Paris. Itis entitledParallele entreHenriIV.,Louis
XIII.,etLouis XIV.,andits object is theexhibitioninhis truelight
of King LouisXIII.,whom the writer represents as aprince whose
virtuesas a Christian were only equalled by his abilities as a soldier
anda statesman,and whom he asserts to havebeen the masfer and
guide of the great Minister, Richelieu, rather thangoverned by him
asif.has beensupposed. There are,however, one or twoquotations>
io this review which we find of especialinterest,andthefirst of them
is tbatin which Saint-Simon dascribes the condition of the Hugue-
nots at the timeof the issuing of the edict of Nantes byHenry°lV.
The writer is eminently trustworthy, and religious prejudices by no
means find a place in his wort. As it will be seen further on he
treats the Huguenots with the utmost consideration, and we may
receive without suspicion the followingaccounthe gives of them:—
They were so long accustomed,he says,toobtaineverything that they
couldnot make up their minds to suffer a fallingoff under aking
fromwhom they considered they had a right to aspire atall things
and togainpossessionof all things, because he had been brought up
amongst them;whose sole effectivT existence had been long thatoftheirchief, and whom they had largely contributed to make king,
Besides these reasonscommon to all their party, they alsohad their
leaguers, their supportamongst the Protestants of all Europe,with
whomit was Henry's powerfulinterest not to embroil himself. They
had their factious members whoonly longed for a renewal of taking
up arms and the election of loaders, such as MarshaldeBouillon,whowasconsumed by a fiery zeal to put himself openly at the headof a
party, thus to treat with tieking on equal terms,and whose private
end was to place hia patty under the protection of a Protestant
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