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“ Nineteenth Contury Epgland” is a well wiitten
. A article, and which olherwise contains many excel-
, “ MISSIONARY 'lent points, by the Rev. W. H, Fitchett in the
NATION.”  current number of the Tictorian Fevien. But it
also contaips a point or two to which we tuke ex-
ception, and more especially do we dissent from the assertions we
find in the folloming passage, “England . represents, in a
degree which no otber nation does, the great ideas of religions free-
dom and activity, By her tongue the Word of God speaks to more
cars than by any ofber language of this many tongued enrth. Sheis
the great missionary nation of Christendom,” If the license that
makes bavoc of religion be understood by *religions freedom
and activity,” England, indeed, is its worthy representative, but in
1o other sense can she be said to be so. Again, if the *“Word of
God™ be the strange, the vapid, the foolish, the cruel, imagiuations of
every man whe chooees to entertain and utter such, it epeaks most
abundantly by menns of the English language ; otherwise therc is no
tzuth in ihe assertion thatit is thus most fully expressed. But. finally,
bow it can be advanced with any pretence of justice that England
has been or is, a missionaty nation, we are unable to conceive. We
cannot accept as a missionary nation, & nation that bas done nethiog
towards extending Christianity amongst the peoples dependent on bet.
Where, for example, is, or has been, the tribe of North American
Indians convert>d by her? They have been exterminated, not con-
verted, The natives of the Wost Indian Islands have shared a like
fate. The aborigines of Australia are undergoing it, and the Maorj
bid fair to follow in their wake. What has been ihe advance of
Christianity in Indin under English rule? Dr. Diillinger told us the
other day in a lecture of his published by the Contemporary Review,
Makometanism, he says is gaining ground therc but not Christianity.
Indeed he considers England particularly unfit to convert to Chris-
tianity the people in question. * Men,” says he, “like Max Muller,
Mouier Williams, and Bishop Pattesse , , . think the Christianity
offered by the missionaries tu the Hindoos is too strongly Western in
its colouring, and takes a too specifically English form, * Nor do we
find that missionary entorprise enters into the plans of Englishmer
who aulicipate extending their relationships with other peoples.
Lord 8andon, for example, when speaking, it 1878, of the part Eug-
land was abont to adopt towards the nations of Asia Minor, never
seems to have thought of the spread of Christinnity among them., He
spoke ag follows, “ Yes, we are coming ; and, we hope, if security
from foreign attack and peace and justice at home are sccured to
these lands, to bring in our train by the enterprize of our pcople,
those things which our civilisation, cur long peace, our just govern-
ment, have brought to us—the railroad, the steam plough, the manu-
factories, and all the varied blessings of commerce, and all the arts
and employments of pesce, by which we have so greatly bencfited.”
England, in fact, looks forward to doing exactly as she has done in
the past : that is, to couferring such advantges of civilization vpon
the peoples subject to her as may advance her owa commersial
welfare apd influence, This is ber part 11 foreign Jands but as a
“ Missionary Nation,” she has no commission and has done no work.

AYOTHER passage of the Rev. W. H. Fitcke..s

“WHELPS " 10 article which we venture to question is this : * And
THE RERCUE. lot us nsk ourselves what would be the effect of any
great national calamity—say, the spectacle of

England invaded, and fighiing behind ber Irst enuenchments—upon
her ehildren throughout the world ! The shock of a gieat crisis and
peril of this sort world kindle to flame the latent pride of race, the
seuse of a common ovigin and life, through all the offspring of Eng-
land, and send the lien-whelps to fight beside the lioness-mother,”
‘We doubt it ; we heard e other day one of our ex-Ministers giving
public niterance to sentiments that secemed to express anything but
loyalty to Fpgland, e spoke most approvingly of the declaration

of independente by the United Ptater, and claimed tha: we might
learn a ustful fesson from it bere. Fince then he bas presided at a
celebrat®~a of the birth of a man into whose plans the crippling of
Englan-."- power largely enters,—tbat is, Garibaldi who desires to
wrest [ her condrol the Island of Malta, which he includes under
the name of Ftalia irredenta. Unles, then, there manifestations
made by the ex-Minister o whom we sllude, be merely intended o
represent the eccentricitics of genius, or if they have any meaning,
we are warranted in concluding that his attachment to Evgland is &
mere cipher, And our (x-Ministor, strange as it may seem, leads a
party. “Wae think {hen we are fully justified in bolding it doubiful
that, even under the circumstances mentioned by Mr. Fitchett, every

“whelp without exception would rush-to. the aid’of the *lioness-
mother."”

A FrW and strange method of cure has discovered

STRANGE  itself of late years to certain medical men in

REMEDIER, Fraunce. It is & very strange method indeed, for in

it disease is ficquently deelared to br cured by
means of discase. Hysteiia, the nerves, and the imagination, such are
the agenis by which it is ot denied that the most astonishing cures
bave been worked, Ceita n violent remedies, too, are said to produce
salutary effects. The other day, for iuslanee, a young lady who was
in the last stage of cousumption was thice times immersed in the
waters of an ice-cold fountain. ‘The conscquence was ler sudden
reslitution to health, and then the doctor who had attended her raid
there was no doubt of her cure, but 1bat it must be attributed to the
violence of the remcdy resorled to, In plain lerms, such is the
manner in which the Freethinking French doctors are now accounting
for the miraculons cures obtained by 1esort te the aid of our Lady of
Lourdes ; they are so many and su incontestable that it is impossibls
to deny them, a neeessity has misen for the device of some means to
explain them, and it is thus that they are explained. Our Free-
thinking friends are very ingenious in the invention of explanations
and excuses that satis{y themselves; and, as for these who refuse to
agree with them, they have a short way of disposing of the disagrec-
ment whenever their hand is strong enovgh ; 4 Iz lanterne has ever
been the motto of the seet, and we have yet to learn that it has lost
its force, or
" BoMEBODY«wranother said that our note, touching a
recent ariitlc + he Jesuits published by the Daily
News, was alt” ether wrong, We do nob consider
it worth whil. io spend much time on a reply,
Carlyle’s one “ fatuous™ person, the dunce, is hopeless to deal with.
Still that we may air our good nature, by complying once more
with the persistent demand of our Doghberry to e * written down an
ass,” we shall favour him with the following quotation from a
standard Presbyterian aothority :—% Clement XIV. . . . at
Iength issued. 21st July, 1773, the celebrated bull, * Domines ac
Redemyptor Nuster,' by which, without adopting the charges made
against the Bociety, or inquiring inte the question of their justiee,
acting solely on the motive of ‘the peace of the Church, he sup-
pressod the Bociety in all the States of Clristendom.” (* Chambers'
Lncyclopedia,’ vol. V., p. 706.) If our pumir body bas an ounce of
wit this should play the part of the “branks™ towards him, at least
for the moment. The translation of Latin, the slightest comprehen-
sion of anything connected with Catholie matters, or any information
sbout the works of eminent English authors generally, we, of course,
do not look for in the quarter to which we refer ; we have bad the
most coavincing proof that it would be vain to do so.  Still we should
have thought, pricer to expevience, that even the imbecility that can
endure the pabulum promied there would have required some
attention, at least, to the.v au gnown works of Presbyterian writers.
It appears, however, thaPwewere mistaken, and igrorance, therefore,
is more profound i. not more widely spread than we had supposed.

$THE ABS
5A1D,"

WE Iancy we have somewhere or another heard
someone request of us to write a treatise on the origin
of evil. The task iz above us; our powers are
limited, and we desire modestly to abide within
their boundarics,  Still we should bd'sorry to hint that & treatise on

A DISH
TO WASH"



