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“ A LAND WITHOUT LAUGHTER.”

——p—————

(James Redpath’s letter in the Tridune.)

THE Irish bave been desciibed by novelists and travellers as a
light-hearted and rollicking people, full of fun nnd quick in repartee ;
a devil-may-care race of folks, equally veady to danco or to fight, I
have not found them sc, T found them in the West of [reland a sad
and despondent people ; care-worn, broken-heaited, and shrouded in
gloem, Never once in the huedreds of cabins that I entered—never
nnce even did ] sce a merry eye or hear the sound of a merty voice.
0)d men and boys, old women and girls—young men and maidens—
all of them without a solitary exception, were prave or baggard, and
every househeld Yocked as if the plague of the first-barn had emitten
it that day, Bachsel, weepiog for ber children, wonld have passed
unnoticed among these warm-heartcd peasantry, or, if she bad been
naticed, they would cnly have said, “she is one of ue” A home
without a child is cheerless enough: but there is a whole region
without & cbild’s lsugh in it. Cabins full of children—and no
buisterous glee! No nced to tell these youngsters to be quiet. The
i‘qmlne bas temed their restliss spirits, and they erouch around the
bit of peat fire without uiteiing & word. Often thev do mot lock a
sccond time st 1he siranger who comes into their eabin. I have seen
£0 many £ad sights in Ircland that it would be hard for me to choose
ihe worst of them, Bot the obe incident that made the deepest
impresrion on my mind was a visit to the convent of the Bisters of
Meiey at Westyort, in county Mayo, Tte Reverend Mother, who
founded it, I believe, and who now bhas charge of it, is a relative of
Archbishop Cullen : and before the famine came, hy ker own zeal
and tbe influence of her social connections, she had becn ableto build
quite a bandscme and eolid institution. As the Bisters are the best
tenchers in ihe neiphbourbocd, the girls of the well-to-do citizens of
Westport are tanght at the convent., But it is also an industrial
school, to which the waifs of sociely are sent by the Goveinment.
Frcm the fees of the town children and the money paid by the
Government, aided by the contributions of Catholic benevolence in
Ireland and England. the convent has always been able to maintain
ilgelf well; and havivg inspected scores of similar institutions in onr
own couniry, supported both by public charity and the Btate, T can
truthfully say, not from courtesy onoly, but knowledge, that the
Westport Convent meed fear no comparison with any induscrial
echool in America. Evervthing is clean and wholesome and cheerful
apout it, But what recallud Americn to me when I visited it was
not its order nor its tidiness, but the fact that the children in the
Indusirial Bchool looked bappy and smiled—that thevy were well-
behaved little girls with laughing eyes, mot ihe sad old women dis-
guised as ragged girls, whom Y had scen, with pink and chilblained
feet, mute and shivering in the slippery and smoky cabins of the
country. And yet these happy chilaren, the orly happy children I
eaw in the West-—were either orphans or paupers or the cast-uways
of the streets 1"

Can Americans conceive of a county, whose only happy children
are in a public iostitution? Jf you can do so, then you see the
West of Ireland in the Winter of 1830, Now, don't say  God pity
them i just pity then yourself first,

BRITISH LIBERALITY,
—————

AMORGST the 553 members of Parlinment elected by the constituen-
cies of England and Scotland not a single Catholic is to be found,
The fact is not due. as Lord Oranmore boasted the oth:er night in the
House of Loids, to any want of political fitness or social power
amougst the English Catholies, who form, admittedly, a rich power-
ful, and intelligent body. It is due solely to the degiading spirit of
bigotry which sways the English masses. No matter how high the
character of the Calbolic candidate, no matter how perfeetly bis
politieal opinions may accord with those whom he addres-es in
England be searceiy dares to show his face ; and the men wliose eo-
religionists Irish Catholics select with acelumation repay the compti-
ment by ostracising from public life, with yells of hatred, every
Catholic candidate bold epcugh to address them.  Jesws can find seats
in England ; Atheists, like Bradlavgh, are taken to the hearts of
English coustitvencies; bnt for the co-religionists of those who teach
such noble lersons of toleration and liberality in Ireland Englishmen
bave nothing but insult sand ill-will. If English DMrotestanis could
effect it, the House of Commons would be guarded hy as exclusive a
spirit as the ancient Bandom borough—*Turk, Jew, or Atheist”
night enter thére, “ but not o Papist.,”

But the lateet exhibition of this detestalle epirit is the furious
oulery oceasioned by the appoiniment of the Marquis of Kipon, Loid
Ripon is admittedly fully qualified for the position conferred on him.
The Governor-Generalsbip of India conld hardly be entiusted to abler
tands. He posseszes all tbe gualification for the office which great
capacity, distinguished abilily, and long training could confer. Bot
for one fact his appointment would have passed without comment, or
been regarded with positive favour. But that ene faet was, in the
cyes of British bigotry, all important, Lord Ripon hzd become s
Roman Catbolic! He wag one of “Rome's reernits.”  Yielding to
conviction and obeying the calls of couscicnee, he had embraced the
faith which England was ence proud to profess, Euough and to
spare to condemn him ! "Ten times more thau enough to unloose the
flocd-gates of religious rancour and set the whole rabid crew of
English bigots in full and furious action. Loud were the sercams,
dismal the yellg, that arose from presbytery and conventicles, from
meeting house and parsonage. Within » few days npwards of one
hundred petitions were actually p.esentel in Parliament, calling upon

the Government to canc'l the appointment of Lord Ripon, solely ,

becauce be is a Catholic, and in both Houwses of the Legistature the
sbrill ery of bigotry was upraised upon the subject. In vain it was
pointed cut that the Marquis of Ripon was sent to India simply as

the b_est man for the post ; in vain was the experience of other vice- |
roys invoked to show “that there wans probably ny office under the |
t

{ Crown the holder of which had lesg to do with religious questions con-

nected with either the Protestant or Roman Catbolic Church than
\ the Viceroy of India." 'The cry of alarm would not be hushed,
the harrible spectacle of a Catholic occupant of the Government
House at Calcutta could not be endured. Equaily fraitless was
it to remind the wretched fapatice who howled and raved against
the appeintment that out of the 300,000,000 inhabitants of British
Indin there are bunt 2,000,000 Cbristians, aud of these actnally
1,900,000 are Catholics, Wilh nineteen Catbolies to every single
Protestant in India, the appoiniment of a Catbolic governor would,
even on religious grounds, be morc than justified. Bui English
zealotry cares nothing for argument, or 1eason, or justice, Its hateful
epirit §s ot to be laid by such weapons, At the present moment
furious bigatiy, blind and besotted, iz in full ascendancy; and all
England, to say nothing of semi-infidel and greatly immoral Scotland,
is seething with excitement over this concession to * priesteiaft and
Popery.” The stoxm iz still rising as we write; and it is a well
recognised fact in political circles that a damaging blow has been
inflicted uvpon ihe Goveinment, and that their strength bas teen
dangerously impaired by the simple fact tbat they have ventured, in
consideration of his merits »s a statesman, to confer office on a
Catholic nobleman,

All this is very discouraging and very disgusting, bat we fear
there is no remedy for the disorder. The boasted lovers of liberty,
cnlightenment, and progress arve determined on exbibiting themselvea
to the world in the character of malevolent and insensate bigota.
They know the part and love it well, and not all the obloquy of
Europe will prevent them from playing it out. Tiey aie resolved on
showing us that the sphit of facaticism and persecution still rules
them, and that they are as wickedly intolerant now as they were in
the days of Elizabelh or of Cromwell. A disposition such as this ia
not changed by precept or example, Rougher means are necessary
to chasten it, and it may be that the Neme-is which so often humbles
the proud and the arrogant will obe day, and ¢re long, deal in fitting
fashion with the bard hearis and distempered passions that inepire
this last development of the “ No Popery ™ rage in England.—Nation,

A ————

THE HEROISM OF A PRIEST.

e —————

THE accounts given iu the daily papers of the heroic part played by
the Very Rev, M, Gibney, V.G., in conncetion with the aitack on the
outlaws at Glenvowan, is very honourable to the reverend gentleman
himself, and reflects the highest credit on the Catholic priesthood,
Yer those accounis fall short of the truth. Dr. Gibney, actuated by
a high sense of dnty, incarred a risk of life whick no worldly temp-
tation could bave impelled him to take, and for which no temporal
recognilion could adequately reward Lim, We bave now Teceived
the troe story of that act of his, which se nobly illustrates the devo-
tion by which the priest of God is actuated when ke has reason to
hope that a soul in peril may be saved. Inthe publis «d reperts
there are some errors, which ale not unimportant, inasmuch as they
detract from the merit of Father Gibney’s act. But inetcad of 1e-
ferring particulaily to these—for which indeed we have no room in
this edition—we shall give the correct statement of the case.

Father Gibney was travelling from Kilmoie, ez rente for Albury,
on a mission of merey, when be hiard of the Kelly affair, Terceiving
at once that it might be possible for a Catholic clergyman to render
a spiritual service at the dreadful encounter, he tuined aside, en this
more urgent work of merey, to tte scene of the dreadful tragedy.
And rejoice he must that ke did so, for he was the means of aving
the unfortunate man, Cheiry, from beiug burnt alive.

There were about 500 people on the ground when Father Gibney
arrived there, and the prevailing impression amongst them was that,
when the 1overend gentleman advanced to the burning building, tle
ontlaws were still alive, together with the wounded man Cherry.
There seemed 1o be o ¢scape for the ontlaws with their lives. Die
they should by fire inside or outside, and as to the horrible fate that
awaited Cherry, there conid Le no doubt about that, It was then
that Father Gibney dared all to save them, for he must have known
that he imperilled his life in the attempt. There wns not o man in
that crowd willing to accompany bim. Not for £10,000 would any
man, we believe, have done so; and this ig no wonder, for azsoredly
not the very bhighest offer of the kind would have been the least
temptation fo the brave pricst to do as he did.  As other accounts
state, when the crowd perceived his determination, they clapped their
hands in admirniion of bis courage. Tassing through the house, the
heat he had to endure was intense, and the smoke blinding, yet he
made his way ont through an opposite door at the back, and, as he
emerged safe, the people checled him loudly. Having announced
tlhat the ouilaws were dead inside, some people ran towards him, and
then—but net till then—did the police enter. They did not enter
“ gt Lis heels,” as has been stated, aod that they did not Inspector
Badleir can tesiify.

The iwo outlaws, Kelly and Hart, wore lying side by side on
their backs—with bags for pillows, in such a position as proved to
demonstration that each had died by his own hand. Byroe, who
was shot from without, lay in that straggling position which plainly
indicated that ke bad had no hand in bis own death.— Advocate.

————————

Kereopa drives a buggy, on the side of which his name is painted
in guld letters,

At Maco. Sonth Australia, three companies of Chinese fought the
Europeans for fuur days, revolvers being used.

M. Larcber, a French colonist from New Caledonis, bas taken ug
* & block in the Kaipara district, for the purposes of vime culture an
the manufacture of wine.

A miuer from the Take Mapourika district reporis that Cunnings
! ham and parly struck payable gold, X
! The new rush to Long Valley, Lake Hawea continaes to attract
attention.
The town of Ngapara is making rapid strides,



