
ventilated and various have been the attemps made, from time totime, to bring freshair into the heatedchamber,andallunsucceTsfnlThatem nent engineer, Mr.John Woods, lateMinister iovSw'was the last to try his hand at it,withthis result, thatheTeft itmSworsethan it wasbefore. This fact, ofcourse, weallknew lonff^o3>isfc as wellas weknew thathe had inventeda« brake," Tta!"^«notknow howthe little game wasworked. ItwasinihisStaTM?Woods, Minister for Railways, was engineer " Mr ft tt Wnwi «TMinister's factotum at theRailway Department,superintendent' MrFord'sbrother contractor (not let by tender, msd youV and' Mr'Patterson, Commissioner of Public Works, paymaster This "£gettingthehandinto the Treasury ina free,'aSEb?mJner butitbecame toofree even for Mr. Patterson, who, afternaSTa««"berof accounts, jibbed at last, and declared ha^nomore to do with it. But this did not baulk John Woods He tookanopportunity whenhiscolleague wasat Castlemaine marched dZto the Public Works office, accompanied by the TCney-GenSand passed the account, notwithstanding that Mr Patterson Sip
graphed, from Castlemaine, to his officers notto have anything todoSOOO ventilationexperimentcosußou^_Iheard the retort courteous given the other night. AsIwassitting in the theatre,Inoticed a good-lookingyoung St Kildabusdriverhard by. A butcher from the sameneighbourhood just thenentered,and when takinghisseatby theside ofthedriver he accostedhim with '-Hallo,Bussy!» The driver lookedup?andTn ad^Swayreplied,-'My name is Mac Pherson. How would you like if Iaddressedyou <Hallo,Greasy ?'» The butcher looked veryuncom-fortable andpresently changed his seat.
i t?rr°? erecte-d *> tbememoiyof the three police-officersshot by the Kelly gang mthe WombatRanges inOctober,1878, wasunveiledon the 22nd inst.,at Mansfield, by Capt.Standisb, theChiefCommissionerof Police, in the presence of Mr. Ramsay, Chief Secre-tary several members of Parliament, and othergentlemen. Capt.Standish. thepapers say,made anexcellentand feelingspeechontheoccasion. Poor Standish! What an irony of fate he musthave feltit, tobe obliged to stand upunder the eyesof menandtalk on thatsubject. He regretted that the outlaws were still at large, butexpressedahope that the day wasnot far distant when their capturewouldenable justice tobesatisfied. He believedthis publictestimonyto the worthof the deceasedmen would havea beneficialinfluenceonthe wholeof the Police force, themembers of which, insomeplaces,carried their lives m their hands. The monument consistsof amar-Die base, whichsupports apillar of the samematerial, surmounted byanurn. On thebaseand each side of the pillar are twoother urns.Thememorial iserected on a concrete foundation,and is approachedby four blue stone steps, above whichare two slabsalso of blue stone,upon which the monument rests. Itis intended to place anironrailing around thewhole. r

The colony has been startled by theoutbreak of diphtheriaandmeasles. Great precautions arebeing taken toprevent the spread oftcesedreaded diseases.'Of diphtheriaIknownothing;Ihope tocon.tmue so;but,as far asIcanrecollect, everybody wasglad inthe oldcountry whentheiryoungsters took measles,— they looked upon thediseaseasinevitable,and wereglad tohave itover.The unemployed question keeps cropping up. A deputationofworkmen waitedon tfiePremier andMinister of Public Works, a fewdays ago, and Mr. Service is tobe highly commended for thepatientwayhelistened to them. His colleague,Mr. Bent,seemsnot tohavebeen sopatient, as he said, ononeoccasion, when thelanguaee of thedeputationwasimpudent toa degree,"IsupposeIambound~to listento this as aMinister, butIobject to itas aman. IfMr. Service likesit -welland good, but Iwould not permit it togo on." These menrepresented a new society,lately started, styling itself« TheUnitedWorking MensUnion." Anything like theirimpudenceit wouldbehard to conceive. Their demandof the Government wasnot work,but remunerative work, and it must be found atonce,within easyaccess to their homes. Stone-breaking was offered to them,butmostof them declined it, on thescorethat itwas toohard, notwithstandingthatthePremier, toencourage, them,stated he hadhad his shareofsuch work himself. Mr. Service stated that he could find employ-mentat the work for100 men straight off, and, as the quarriesweresomemiles from town, he sent to the Railway Department for100free passes, and, moreover, promised to pay the menat theendofeach day's work. Out of 150 shining members of this Union,sup-posed to be starving, 12 claimed passes, and out of this number 8
started for the sceneof operation.

The Dominican Sisters acknowledge with thanks, remittances
from Rev. Father Saazeau, Blenheim; Messrs. M. McDonoagh,
Waimate ;S. Canning, Ashburton. Miss Cumming, Port ChalmerF.
Pupilsof St.Joseph's School.

We record, withmuch regret, the death of Patrick Mullin,of
Lincoln, Canterbury. Deceased, who wasa native of the county
Derry, andonly twenty years of age, was driving a teamof horses
from Christchurch, when they took fright and attempted to turn
suddenly round. Intrying to check them, the driver was thrown
under the wheels of the waggon,andkilled. He was a young man
of excellent character, anda faithfulmember of the CatholicChurch.
—R.I.P.

Inour issue of last Friday, referring to the wonderful Musical
Cabinets, we stated they weretobe seenat Mr.A. Solomons, George
street, iti? not so;Mr. Lewis Solomon, of the Queen's Pianoforte
Warehouse, Georgestreet,is the sole agent.

The Fernhill Coal Company have made arrangements to supply
theircustomers andthe public*generally with coal and firewood of
everydescription. The moderate charges, and promptattention to
orders of the firm entitle them toanextensivepatronage.

Mr.A. K. Smith has removed his fishmonger's establishment
to the building in Princes Street latelyoccupied by Messrs.Burton
Bros. Mr.Smith'soyster-saloonhas been finely fittedup,and willbe
found furnishedwith everyrequisite.

OUR MELBOURNE LETTER.

fFrom our ownCorrespondent.)
Melbouene,April27th.

Whenthe House is not sitting there certainly is a great dearth of
news,andwe are in that state atpresent. Berry and his followers
arekeeping veryquiet,and the Government appear to be devoting
all their time tohard work, and sohave no leisure for talk.

Afew politicalquestionscropup occasionally,such as
—

"Whois
go"' ;_" tobe Speaker? "Who to be Chairman of Committees?" and" Wliy to hs Whip ?

"
These questions haveallnowbeen decided,at

least asfar as the Government is concerned. Sir Charles McMahon
has been selected for thepostof Speaker, Mr. Cooper as Chairman of
Committees,andMr. Thompson Mooreis tobe Whip. Tho Opposi-
tion intend to run Mr. Lalor for the Chair,but it is thought he will
have noshow against Sir Charles.

Mr. David Gaunson has announced thathe will stand for the
Chairmanship of Committees,anditis stated thathe willreceive the
the supportof theBerry faction!

Sucharepolitics1 Mr. Gaunson didmore than any other man
in theHouse tooverthrowthe late Government. He wasneverdone
abusing them,showingup their incapacity andcorruptionnight after
night ina waythatnonebut David could do;and now one of the
first spectacles which thecountry will see when the House meets is
these men.voting for Gaunson ! He may win the prize, ashe will
havesome Government supporters votefor him,as well as the whole
Opposition.

Itis extremely tobe regretted that the Ministry could not see
their waytoelectingMr.R. MurraySmith speaker. Thatgentleman
wouldhave donehonour to theposition,whichIamsadly afrai1Sir
Charles willnot do. Butapart from this,the selection of Sir Charles
will be anunpopular move. He was Sir James M'Culloch's speaker
before the celebrated 11thMay,and the coup d'etat of that vaunted
day wasmore the resultof hatred against M'Culloch than of love of
Berry.

Mr. Serviceis not acting wiselyin settingup the oldlandmarks
that the peopleswept away three yearsago. To manyit will appear,
Ifear,asorb of defiance. Hemade amistake in the first instance in
not including morenew blood when he was forming his Ministry,
instead of bringing back so many of M'Culloch's obnoxious team.

The last political scandalcome to lightought tobe wellenquired
to when the House meets. Our ParliamentHouse is verybadly
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do not. The theory of our public school system is that all
shallbe educated free,but thepractical result is that the very
poorarenot educated at all,whilst the well-to-do reap all the
advantagesof anexpenditure that is enormous, crushing, and
iniquitous; inasmuch as it compels the poor to pay for the
education of the rich, and the conscientious to suppoit a
system of godlessness to please secularists and atheists,
whilst not a shilling of the taxes paid by them is given
towards the support of their ownChristian schools.

Sir Hercules Robinsonhas had no recommendation to
make as to a remedy for such an abominable and palpable
injustice as this. His suggestion as to fees would relieve
the Treasury, but contribute nothing towards lightening the
intolerable burdens of denominationalists,who are to continue
under the obligation of paying for the free and godless
education of other people'schildren,whilst paying the entire
expense of the Christian education of their own. Our
Governor,it seems,has no compassionfor denominationalists,
norebuke for the injustice done them,no suggestioncalcu-
lated tolead to a lighteningof their undueburdens.

We know not whether His Excellency approvesof the
project proposedby the Bible in schools people, who wish to
have this Holy Book read to children by one who is to make
no comments, but he is evidently in favour of religious
instruction to be inculcatedafter the manner now possible in
New South Wales ;that is, Christianity may be taught after
schoolhours, to fatigued children, in a sort of condemned
cell. Nodoubt an effort willbemade next Session to intro-
duce Bible-reading into public schools. But what goodcan
be expected to come from such a practice ? Mere Bible
readinghas failed to do any goodin America, and anywhere
else it has been tried; and from the nature of the case it
could not have been otherwise ; for, as Dr. Johnson said," The New Testament is themost difficultbook inthe world,
for which the study of a life is required." If one of the
greatest minds, and one of the most learned men England
ever produced, found the New Testament so difficult to be
understood, what is to be said of the folly of thinking that
any good can comeof reading such abook, without explana-
tion, to little children. No, it is not by such a practice
children are to be taught their duties to God, their neigh-
bour,and themselves. There is only one way of succeeding
inrearingup a moral people, and that is to have them well
trained in their owndenominational schools. Secular systems
of education canonly lead to loss of faith,and the consequent
loss of moral principle; for as faith is the foundation and
sanctionof morality, and itsonlyrealfoundation andadequate
sanction,so apeople without faithis apeoplewithout morality.
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