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NEW ZEALAND TABLET. Priday, March 12, 1880.
THE DUBLIN DIOCESAN SYNOD BRAVE FIREMAN LYNCH.
—————— e

THE address of His Grace the Archbishop of Dublin at his first
Diocesan Bynod has been published. In the course of it His Grace
stated that the Diocesan Clerical Fund Bociety is to be puat on a
wider and surer basis-~that some tmportant reforms io the matter of
Church music ars to be made, and that elerical school visttors are to
ba appointed, Speaking about existing defects in the peimary schools
under the National Board of Edneation, His Grace says :—

Allow us to szy & word on another matter, of vital importance,
the question of education. The powers of darkness throughout the world
are making their most ferocious assaults on the school whick must be
the citadel either of Truth or Error. We, thank God, bave to a large
cxtent vindicated our claims to freedom of education; but even in
our primary schools we have yet mach to receive before we can admi
that owr just demands are fully satisfied. Ounr national schools are
bonnd to receive rules based on the supposition thab they are mixed
schools, whereas in the great majority of them thereis not, never was,
and, in all probability never will be, the smallest mixture of religions
within their walls. The hooks forced on these practically denomina-
tional schools are compiled under the inspiration of this absurd
mixed principle. And the ¢ Time Table’ ig constructed on the same
unfounded assumption. Theories are taken for established facts, and
accordingly the principles deduced from such theories are fictitions,
but fictions fraught with power of working great mischief. A new
injury has been recently inflicted on the N ational Schools, and com-
plaints on this subject have reached us from all parts of the diccese,

“ The averages formerly required for the recognition of claims
for assistant teachers have considerably increased ; in many country
schools these increased averages cannot be kept up, and in future the
mere monitor will be expected to do the work which was formerly
performed by the assistant. It is easy to see how this change will
work injuriously to our schools. This new standard may be inter-
preted wnto s desire on the part of the Board to secure & greater con-
trol over the teachers, The assistant is appointed by the school
manager. The inspectors practieally have authority to appoint
monitors, who will naturally regard the Board in after life as their
patrons, = Again, the religions sisterhood who devote their lives to the
education of the poor in our National schools lahonr under the greatest
disadvantages, and are unfairly deprived of many benefits which the

National education system gives to the mere secular famale teachers.
These disadvartages arise from the circumstance that religious
sisters cannot undergoe examinations before officials, and there-

cannot  be classified like ordinary teachers. Their
schools mway be the best managed and most efficient in
connection with ihe board, No ratter ; the bard iron rule is there,
The Bisters will not submit to stand before & seeular—perhaps a
Protestant—official, and therefore their superiority counts for nothing.
You know, Very Rev. Fathers, that these Bisters are prohibited by &
solemn law from submitting te such an examination. *Nemo,’ says
the 293rd Decree of the Synod of Maynooth, ¢ sive ez monialibus sive
ex novitiis ad examen coram officialibus commissariorum sese presen-
taret. No member of o religions community, whether she be a
professed Sister or a novice, may present herself for cxamination
before the officials of the Commissioners. This decree is absolute.
When in the foregoing Decres 292, the Synod forbids in futurs the
connection of convent schools with the National Board, it adds, * Nisi
oy sxpressa approbatione Ordinarii) Bar when there is a questivn
of a nun submitting to examination by officials of the Commissioners,
there is no such qualifying clanse. No bishop can dispense in this
law whick forbids religions women to stand for ezaminations before
such officials, You, Very Rev, Fathers, can sce the wisdom of this
law._ Her consecrated virging are the tenderest and mosk precious
portion of the Church's flozk. Bhe watches over them with the most
Jcalous eare, because their angelic purity and heroic charity are her
choicest treasures. But this purity and charity (the noblest
guarantecs for devotion to their self-assumed painful dutics) are made
obstacles to the recognition of their just claims. There is another
great blot on our primary system, We are deprived of all Govern-
ment help for training our teachers, If we pass over to England we
find ampl: provision made for the efficient education of Catholic
teachers, male and female, Why this simple act of justice should be
denied to us it is bard to see. Is an invidious conkrast between
everything English and Irish necessary for the maintenance of the
Empire ?

" As you know, our Sisters of Charity and Mercy and Sisters of
the Presentation Order are doing great good in reariag up promising
young women to become qualified teachers ; but the expense of
carrying on that work is thrown on themselves., Yon are also aware
that the Bishops of Ireland have established a trainming school for
male teackers, This school is g greal saccess ; but it is a great bur.
den on our people, s no help is received from the public funds to
aid in the accomplishment of this public duty. XLet us hope that
these acts of injustice will oot be perpetuated,” In the meantime, let
us watch over the schools placed under our control with the greatest
vigilance, The sceular education of our people is becoming of
groater importance every day, for now the race of life is for the
swift, Bub in proportion as secular Enowledge is more soughi for,
the necessity for fall religions edueation is becoming more and more
urgent, There Is & danger that, in pursuit of knowledge which
Jeads to wordly gain, the knowledge which is essential to eternal life
may be distegarded. Therefore it has become & paramount duty for
the clergy to watch unceasingly over the catechetical instruction in
cvery school at least once a week., We also require that in every
parish of the Diocese there will be a special book in wiich the priest
will make a short report of those weekly visits, and we wiil expect to
s2e these books on the oceasion of our diocesan visitations.

... " To provide more effectually for this most important matter we
will publish a Decree appointing diocesan visitors of schools, and

that the duty of individuals may be lighl, we have named soveral
Visitors for each District,”

(From the New York Erpress, November 17.)

A REPORTER visited Bellevae Hospital last night for the purpose of
aacertaining the condition of Fireman Patrick Lyneh, who, saving
two children from being burned to death at tne Uannou Street fire
last Thursday night, nearly lost his own life in his efforts to save
others. He is burned ia a terrible manner, and it is not yet known
whether e will survive or nob. From his own lips the writer Te-
ceived the following account:—

“Was it by the orders of your foreman that you entered the
burning building I enquired the writer,

“No, sir, The foreman, noticing that it was extreme‘ly dan-
gerous to enter, instructed his men not fo do so, I had no idea of
going in until I saw a lot of children and a woman on the sesond
Hoor, trying to escape and sereaming as lond as they counld, I knew,
by the headway the flames were making, that in a few seconds all of
them would be lost; so I forgut orders, discretion, and everything
€lse, and rushing through the smoke ascended the Btairease. 1 suc-
ceeded in getbing a hold of the children, and, making sere of their
safety, started after the womau, I knew when T ascended the second
time that I could not return that way ; and therefore calculated on
saving the woman and myself by getting out on the roof. The
woman was in her nightdress, and as I grabbed her around the body
the Sames shot up and barned the hair off my head and also burned
my haods, I cluag te her, however, but she fell lifeless, and then I
feund my arm was sprained as well as badly buroed, I also became
very wealk, and was almost suffocated with smoke, I dragged myself
to the top floor, and tried to gebt through the scuttle, but found it
nailed down tight. It was thea I realised my own danger,

“ There were two doors leading to apartments or thab floor, bub
both of them were locked, and I was too weak to force the locks,
I don’t know how long I was on the floor ; it seemed like an age to
me, but it conld not have been more than a few seconds, It was
sufliciently Inng, however, for me to thick of every act of my life,
Thipgs which happened when I was a boy came to my mind, and as
1 felt certain thak escape was impossible I prayed to God to forgive
all the wronzs I had ever done Him. At that moment I determined
to make one last effort. Rashing to the front ballway I noticed a
window ; and without conjecturing or caring where it led toz for l?y
this time the flames were on top of me, T threw myself against i,
and fortunately landed on the fire-escape. There was 110 ladder to
ascend or descend, so my condition appeared very little improved.
Noticing bhat by jumping T could reach the gutter of the roof, I did
80, bub my maimed left avm was unable to render me any assistance,
and I foll back on the fire-cscape. A dense voleme of smoke
reminded me again of my danger, and the second time I grasped the
gutter, and by a soperhuman effort reached the roof, where 1 f.ell
prostrate with weakness, Two of my associates on the engine
reacked m> from av adjoining roof, and carrvied me away in time.
T'his is all I have to say about the matter.”

“ What do the doctors say about your case 1"

¥ They say I will get well ; bat of course they would not teil me
anything else, if they knew I wonld not recover. They are doing
everything in their power for me, and I know if it rests with them I
will get better,”

*Don't you think it was very foolish for you fo enter the
building, when it was deemed hazardous by your foreman ?” .

* That's what my wife and everybody élse says; bat I don't see
how any fireman or any man conld see a lot of women and children
burn to death and not take loag chances to save them. If the same
thing was to bappen to-morrow, and I was well, I would certainly do
what I did the other night.”

At Bishop Guilbert's taking possession of his cathedral—that of
Amiens—on the 18th November, his reception by the civil and mili-
tary authoritics was cold, not to say hastile, the ¥ Marsellaise” being
played by the band of the 72nd 1egiment as His Lordship passed ;
but the attitude of the people, who assembled in large numbers, was
most sympathetic and loyal towards their new biskop,

The sale of Church property in Italy since the 26th October,
1867, up to the end of September last, whether by public auction or
by private hargain, has been made in 130,514 lots. containing an
area of 556,518 hectares (107,991 acres), at the estimated value of
£17,054,160, and realizing £20,G58,850. .

Connt Lobanoff, the new Rusman ambassador to London, and
successor of Count Behouvaloff, who leaves England with the brilliant
repute of befng the most fascinating foreigner seen in it fora Feneras
tion, is 2 man of great wealth, having inherited a good deal of the
iamous Potemkin property. His carriage horses are grand animals,
“ Tartars of the Ukraine breed,” and ke has half-a-dozen pages, sons
of chieftains of the Cancasus, intelligent and handsowme lads, dressed
in their national costume. His servauts arc all liveried in the cos-
tume yorn by the menial kind in the time of Catherine the Great,
but his coachman and footmen wear the military garb which was the
vogue ab the court of the first Alexander. This half European half
Oriental state marks alt details of Lobanoff's home, and he has a
wealth of barbaric pear] and gold in his table appointments,

The Giobe states :—“TIntelligence has reached us that whilst
crossing & sterile tract of country between Dar-es-Balaam and
Nysswasswa, the elcphants atbached to the Belgian Elephant Expedi-
tion marched aointerruptedly without food for forty-two hours, and
withount water for thirty-five hours, carrying at the time burdens
weighing 12 cwt. each animal. This wonderful example of endurance
goes to confirm our opinion to the utility of the elephant as a moans
of transport in tropical Africa.” . . .

Baturday, Dacember 13, the King and Queen of Spain, while
driving ip the Atocha-strect at Madrid, met a priest taking the last
sacraments to a dying man. Their majesties alighted from their
carriage and lent it to the pdost, followiag on foot, amid the acclamas
tions of the populace,



