
On Sunday night, Oct. 26th, Father Ring, 0.M.1., preached in theChurch of the English Martyrs. Prescot street, Tower Hill, to acrowded congregation. Father Eing formerly held the positionofmissionary rector of theTower Hillmission,a post whose duties arenow so worthily fulfilled by the venerable Father Cooke. Duringthe cholera yearshis noble efforts tosave the stricken people wonmm the admirationof all, even those most bitterly opposed to thetaitnof whichheis a minister. He has just returned fromLourdes,and. naturally enough, his visit to the world-famedshrine formed thesubject of his discourse. Having traced the story of themiracu'ousspot, a storynow familiar to the Catholic world,he continued:Who
is she whoappeared tothe little child, and said, "Iam the Immacu-late Conception?" Her miracles make answer. What is her power
■with God ? Her miracles make answer. What is her holiness—
what its height, and depth, and breadth? Her miracles makeanswer. What is the measure of her love and compassion andcharity towards God's Creatures? Her miracles make answerWhat are herrelations with us ? Her miracles make answer. Howshould wehonour her,how should weloveher ? Hermiracles makeanswer. God has spoken;to all those questionsananswer is givenusby the miracles which God has been pleased to workin the holysanctuary at Lourdes. Should he try to recount the number ofmiracles that have there been wrought since the time the vision
appeared to the little girl ? It were an endless task. He could nottell the story of ten thousandmiracles. Other sanctuaries havebeenrendered famous by onegreatmiracle that led to theerection of someereat temple, some stately church; but at Lourdes the miraclesbegan twenty yearsago;day after day, month after month,and year
after year, the stream of miraculous cures has flowed on withoutinterruption,andstill continues so to flow. Other sanctuaries havebeen remarkable for a certain class of miracles. At Lourdes themiracles havebeen wrought in regard toeverykind of suffering, toeveryclass of malady. After his arrivalat Lourdes he saw aproces-sion passing towards the grotto. And in that procession,and inaconspicuousposition, he saw a little girl of some elevenor twelveyears. That morning the littlegirl K\ibeen carried helplessandpowerless to theholy waters whereth». wk arebathed, and the littlechild, who for two years had been unable to move, left the bathperfectly cured. The Blessed Virgin had prayed for her youngclient; the littlechild left her crutches in the grotto,and took herplacein theprcession. On the following day he went towards thegrotto,and,ashe took his placebeside thekneelingpilgrims, he sawayoungman of powerful frameborne past himfrom the arms of hiswife and mother. They bore him towards the grotto thatthey might offer up prayers before the statue that now marks thespot where theBlessedVirgin appeared. His limbs hungpowerless,andalmostlifeless as theycarried him along. He watchedhim. Theothers sawhim pass by, andmany were they whoofferedupprayers
inhis behalf. Then their thoughts were carried away to somethingelse,and he was for themoment forgotten. He sawhim return in alittlewhile, accompaniedby his wifeandhismother, all three hast-
ening togive thanks to God for therestoration tohealth of one whohadbeenunable to walk inunaided. During his stay a young girlcame, who a year before haa lost the sightof one eye. Shehadundergone a surgicaloperation. Skilfully had that operationbeen
performed, and fora while theaffected organhadbeencured. Aftera few weekshad passed by a change took place, and she lost thesight of that eye. She returned to the surgeon,buthe said he coulddonothing more for her, the pupil being destroyed. "Now," saidthe youngpatient,"Iwill go to ourLady ofLourdesandask her to
exercise her poweronmy behalf." She went;she entered thebath.For amoment she suffered anagony soterrible thatshe,indescribingit, said, "Ifelt as if my eye was torn through my head." Thatagony over, she came forth thanking God and blessing His HolyMother. Another day,beingnear the grotto, he saw a number ofpersons gatheredronnd a younggirl. They werecongratulatingher,and with their cougratulationsweremingled words of earnestthanks-givingto God. He spoke toa priest who knew the girl well andthisis thetale he told. "

Ten yearsago," he said— and ten years is along time—" Isawher struckdown— paralysed. During thepast fiveyears she has been altogether deprived of theuse of herlimbs. Iused tovisit herinher poor home and tobringherHoly Communion,for she was unable tocome tochurch, unable to leaveher home. Itwasarranged that she shouldcom* toLourdes. She came here butonce to thebath,from which she came forth justas younow seeher."Hehad hadseenher walk away upright, as strong,as firm, as if shehad not known whatsickness meant. He should never forget theappearance of one womanwhohad been restored to health duringhis stay. Her cry of joy attracted his attention towards the bath.And as he looked he saw a woman, joy lighting upher face, joyilluming everyfeature,holding aloft her twocrutches. She hadbeenthatmorninghelpedto the bath by a friend. Her crutches werelaid therein order that she might use them on leaving the bath.When she cameforth, he saw her holding thf>m aloft and heard herreturning thanks to God for the miracleHe hadbeen pleased toworkinher behalf. And miracles such as these werewitnessedeveryday "
ten thousandmiracles,not less wonderful than these which hadbeenworked under his own eyes and in his own presence, so to say
attested the power of God's Immaculate Mother, and demonstratedthe truth of thetale toldby the humble shepherdess. By thesemira-cles God honourstheBlessedVirgin;by thesemiraclesGod enkindlesdevotion to theBlessedVirgin;by these miracles God proves thatthost whopray to theBlessed Virgin do something whichis pleasingto His DivineMajesty and for whichHe Himself is willing to rewardthem. Thereare other wonders tobe seen in this holy place of adifferent kindfrom thesemiracles,butnot less strangeand strikingfive-and-twentyyearsago the little town of Lourdes was unknownand unnoticed. It had a parish church— a poor, a miserable hemight almost say a wretchedstructure, and nowit possesses achurchwhich isone of the.most beautifulon the face of God's earth, and onwhich there were expended,not a few,but one hundred and fiftythousand pounds. 4. few years ago Lourdes was unknown— now

The funeralof Mgr. dela Tour d'Auvergne, Archbishop of Bour-
ges, took place the 25thSept., withmuch pompandceremony. The
cathedral was drapedinblack;all the troops in the garrison wereunder arms;andmanypersons of distinction, both civil andjjmili-
tary, werepresent. Prinze Godefroy de la Tour d'Auvergne waschiefmourner. Cardinal Guibert,ArchbishopofParis,presidedoverthe ceremony, surroundedby a number of bishops.

There arecoalmines in Germany in which the phenomenonof
subterranean waters having a regular ebb and flow has been ob-
served. The scientific academies ofVienna andBerlinarestudyingit, andlook for valuable additions to our knowledge of the earth's
interior.

A long letter has appearedin theParis Ordre,toprove thatDon
Carlosis the legalheir of theComtede Chambord'shereditaryrights."Entrenous"he remarks. "Ido not think thatDonCarloshas much
chance of enjoying this splendid heritage;but Ihave wished to
treata pointof History which is not sufficiently known."

Badnewsaboutdynamite is to be found in the Daily TelegrapJit26thSept :—" Experiments have been made with dynamite by the
War Department chemists in order to ascertain its suitability tomilitary purposes for which its supposed liability to accidental ex-
plosionwasheld tobe anobjection. The trials seem to have esta-blishedthe fact that dynamite, in a frozen state, may occasionally
withstand a heavy concussion ; failing to detonate when dropped
from a considerable height, and even when fired at [with a bullet;
but the effect wasuncertain especially when largequantitiesof dyna-mite wereused,and the results so far are not conclusive nor com-plete.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET
THE MIRACLES AT LOURDES.
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pilgrims flock thither from allparts of France,Spain, Italy, and all
portionsof the globe,so that the trains that approachfromtheNorth,csouth, and West areso many pilgrimage processions to its famoussanstuary. The fountain at Lourdes may now be regarded as themainspringof a mighty stream that spreads throughout the wholeoat&olic world, for wherever Catholics are that water has beencarried, and wondroushave been the miracles wrought through it.lhese miracles prove thatCatholic devotion to the BlessedVirginispleasing to the great andgood God. And whatare the fruits of thesemiracles 1 What was the fruit ofOur Lord'smiracles— whatwastheresult of thefirst great miracle He wrought ? By that miracle ourDivine Saviour manifested His glory to His disciples, and theybelievedinHim. Itconfirmedtheir faith, strengthened their hope,andincreased the loveof God in their hearts. So at Lourdes faithandhopeandcharity are strengthenedin the Christian heart.After the sermon there wasaprocessioninhonourof theBlessedVirgin,in which all the religious confraternities connected with thechurch took part, The hymn to Our Lady of Lourdes was sweetly
renderedasit woundits way round the sacred edifice. Benedictiouof theBlessed Sacramentfollowed.

—
Universe.

PILGRIMS AT ST. EDWARD'S SHRINE IN
WESTMINSTER ABBEY.

The chapelof St. Edward the Confessor, in Westminster Abbey,
presentedon the feast day of the saint,anaspect of nolittle signifi-cance,andone calculated to bring gratificationto the Catholic heart.From the time the sectionof the abbey where thesaint's shrine stands
was openedto the publicuntil its close the visitors were numeious;and that themotiveof a largeproportionofthemwaspurely to inter-cede with England's great king-saint and honour his remains, wasdemonstratedin theclearestway,forgatheredabout the shrine duringthe whole day were knots of kneeling people absorbed in silent
prayer. Itwas interesting to watch the methods of the pilgrims. At
first there waslittleto distinguish them from ordinary sight-seeing
visitors. The only mark by which you might know them was thatthey tarried as though they werecontentwith asmuch of the charmof the grand old abbey as is to be beheld in and from the saint'schapel. Upon a closer regard of their movements and bearing,however,it wasevident their thoughts werenot bent upon architec-tural charm. The eyes fixed on the shrine and occasionally-moving
lips served toremoveall doubt as to the character andmission of the
by-standers. This wasearlyin the day. Sofar they hadnot screwed
their courageup to the kneelingpoint. As time woreon, and whenabout half-a-dozen people were paying their devotions upstanding,there entered ahale greybeard, with anair of

"
this place belongs tomeas much as toanyman," and at oncedroppeddown on his knees

beside the tomb,on the side opposite where the verger stood. Theeffect of goodexaamplewasimmediate. The pioneer promptly had
athis side aneat little retinueofbrother regulation-breakers,and the
verger,to do him justice, sedulously appliedhimself to his duties onthe other side of the chapel. The ice having been broken, progress
waseasy,and as the day grewand itbecame apparent there was no
intention to interferewith those who came to pray, the shrine wasalmost continually a centre round which gathered many kneelingfigures.

Everywhere, but especially inEngland, Catholics will rejoice tolearn that such incomprehensible narrowness as would bar people
frompraying in ahouse devoted to God's servicenolongerdominates
the custodians of Westminster Abbey. As the petitioners at the
shrine werenot interfered with inany way

—
not even by Protestantvisitors, who, though evidently surprised showed considerateness,and

abstained from all vulgarism—
itmaybeassumed thatconcession has

beenmade toa very reasonable demandof Catholics,and thathence-
forth who wantsto venerate the relics of St. Edward the Confessor
at Westminster maybendhis knees if he will. Nevertheless it is
one which the faithful willhighly prize. Itis pleasanttoreflect that
a charitable spirit and common-sense are dissipating the clouds of
prejudice;and whilst we whobuiltitwouldmuchratherbe ourselves
the conservativesof the grandold fabric, wemust feel pleased that,
pending the time when Westminster Abbey shall once again return
to Catholic hands, the deanandchaptermean to let us pray to St.Edward there without let or hindrance.

—
Universe.
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