
PopeLeo XIII.(says the CatholicBevierv) has written a letter to
the members of the ItalianCatholic Congress assembled at Bologna,congratulating them and pointing out the advantages which willarise from their organisation. He says :—:

—"These advantages will arise specially from the formation oflocal diocesan and parochial committees, which, wisely formed andanimated withsentiments of discreet prudence, and daily adding totheir number, will be ableto smooth thewaytoa General Congress,the excellent fruits of which we await with the fullestcomposure.Thus assembled, andactuated by the accustomed zeal of yourpiety,under the ecclesiastical authority, to work for theglory of God. thetriumph of the Church and the salvationof souls, youwillbeneces-
sarily led toaffirm and develop all that you have advocatedup tothepresent,and to urge on thepeople todefend their faith with an
ever-increasingdevotion. Assuredly, if this Congress recognises in
the See of Peter its principalsupport by drawing closer and closei
to it, it will display its holy banner in bringing aboutpeace andgood-will amoDgmen, and taking advantageof allhonestmeans notprohibited by the law, and approved by the Sovereign Pontiff, toendeavour to re-instate the ancient rightsof the Pope,so that oppor-tune remedies maybe appliedby him for the evils with which Italyis now so sorely afflicted. Youare all aware how our country ruledother countries for centuries, owing to the renownofthe PontificalSee, which, admitting no other limits on the globethanits Divine
jurisdiction,couldbe compared to noother authority. Anyone whohas the slightest idea of historymust beaware of the powerful helpwhich this landhas received from the Sovereign Pontiffs evenunderthemosl difficultcircumstances,and the immense benefits conferred
on it by them in the improvementof morals,law,agriculture,arts,and sciences,as well as in the institution of works of publicutility.The feeling of their ownrenown, and thatof aprofoundgratitude,
uniteto illuminein thehearts ofItalians thenoble desireof restoringas far as possible theintegrity and theplenitudeof thatreligiousandcivil liberty of which theVicarof Christ is in need in order to beable to perform regularly all the functions of his supreme ministry,
and toaccomplish the rentable welfare of thepeoples. Therefore it
is that this ridiculous mask of liberty whichmenof crookedmindsboast somuch of is of use only to insidiously hide the galling chainsof servitude of which the peoplefeel the weight while they recognise
its detestable bondage. We are confident, beloved brethren, that,taking thosefacts into consideration,youwill see your way in yourdeliberations to make this Congress not less useful to Italy thanthosewhichhaveprecededit,so thatitmaybea model for allfuturemeetings,andthatnot alone itmay redound to the trueglory of theChurch andof the Catholicname of the Italians,but that,still more,it will furnish tocivil societyanefficaciousandwell-balancedadjunctto its actualnecessities."

ARCHBISHOP CROKE ON IRISH DEVOTION.

(From theBazaarJournal.)
The subsequent experienceofFather Mcß ,asrelated to me by
my friend was even more strange than the first. One night in
Novemberhe bad goneto bed early,as the weather was very cold,
and towardsdark aheavy rainhad set in, which, as the night wore
onchanged tohail and sleet. The bedroom wason the ground floor—

indeed thehouspconsisted ofbut one storey. Somewhere in the
small hours of thenight,FatherMcß wasawakenedout of a heavy
sleepby whathe supposedto be a tapping on the window pane. He
listened intentlybutheardnothing butthebeatingrain. Afterafjw
momentshe fell asleepwhen once more thesound was repeated,and
this time he called ont, "Who is there?

"
A voice, which seemed to

be thatof aboy or a woman, replied:"A woman is dying at Smith-
sonPost-office

—
comeat once for God's sake !" There was no mis-

taking this summons. Thepriest threwon someclothing:, and opened
the door.

"
Come in," he called out, "andIwill be with you in amoment." No answer. "

Haveyou two horses?
"

he askedina loud
voice. "Come in, come in out of the storm." Still no answer.
Having dressed,he lighted a lantern, and again opened the door.
Upanddown theroads, aroundby the footpaths, near the stable,he
looked invain— there wasnoone tobe seen.

Now SmithsonPost-office is eighteen miles from St.Mary's, and
itseemed almost impossible that anyoneshouldhavecomefrom there
on foot

—
utterly sothat they shouldhavegoneback on this terrible

night without waiting for him toaccompany them. The good priest
deliberated for a few moments,and began to thinkhimself thevictim
of a practical joke. But this idea was scarcely tenable. He knelt
downand askedthe assistance of heaven. "

Iwill goin thename ofGod," he said ashe arosefrom hisknees.
Itdidnot take many minutes to saddle his horse and don a

water-proofcoat,and in halfan hour from thetime he firstheard the
tapping on the window-pane,he was onhis way.the tearsand protes-
tations of his goodoldhousekeepernotwithstanding. A hardride of
fourhours throughmud and storm,brought him to Smithson Post-office, which consists of twoor three houses,and thesame number of
shanties nearthe railroad. He saw alight in one of the latter, and
knocked atthe door. Itwasopened by aman in his shirt sleeves,
whoheld acandle inhis hand, and thrust itinto theface of thevisi-
tor, ashe said:"Who areye,inGod's name,and where do ye come
from ?

"
"IamaCatholicpriest" was the reply. "

Did you send
for me?""

Didwe sendfor ye,Father?" answeredtheman, "didwesend
for ye? shure wehadnoone tosend;butthepoor womaninsidehas
been calling for yesince midnight, when death struckher. Come in,
Father,comein." The priestfollowed the poor man into an inner
roomwhere a womanwas lying, a new-born infant beside her, and
three small children sleeping onamattresson the floor."Father1" shecried out inatrembling Toice, extendinghercoldhand,welcoming him with eyes which death was slowly sealing

—"Father,Isentmy guardian angel forye,and he brought ye,praise
be to Almighty God !

""
Sure we thought it was ravin' she was," said an old woman

who was seatedin front of the fire, "whenshe wasdronin' toherself
all night,

'
Bringhim,good angel, sweet angel!

'
she'd say."

The priest sawno time was to be lost in hearing the woman's
confession. Her story wassoon told, andshe diedalmost immediately
after thelast sacramentp wereadministered.The manmaintained positively that no one had been 6entfor
Father Mcß . Theybadno friends, were the only Catholicsin
theplace. The daughter of a pious Irish mother his wifehadkept
her faith andpiety asbright in that desolatespotas whenshe went
regularly tothe Sunday Mass andher monthly confession inthehome
of her girlhood. Theybad not seen a priest for months. She had
alwaysprayed that she might not die withoutthelast ministrations
oftheChurch.

Father Mcß firmly believed that he had a supernatural
visitant thatnight and so did his friend,Father A . Itell the
tale as it was told tome. Nothing is impossible withGod, andHis
waysarenot our ways.

TWO IMPORTANT APPOINTMENTS.

The following passagesare takenfrom a sermonlately preachedatCamck-on-Shannonby the Archbishopof CasheL:— Youarea readingand intelligent people,andmust befamiliar with theleading ecclesi-asticaleventsof the epoch in which welive. Consider whatis beingdone,and whatof sacrifice is being made for religion's sake on allsides throughout the length and breadth of this great old Catholicland. _ Let me instance one case in point. Away in the veryextremityof the south, in a townof not fully 3,000 inhabitants, andmidst a people far from being exceptionally favoured as regardswealthor the meansof acquiring it,a church isnow allbutcompletedat the enormous cost of £27,000, of which £24,000 is actually paid.The poor but spirited Catholics of that southern townhavealreadygiven £12,000 of that vast sum, and have, furthermore, engaged topayhalf asmuch again within a specified time. One other examplealso may be cited. When employed inmissionary work as abishopat the Antipodes,Iremember havingpreached in a small Australianvillage for the good Sister? of Mercy who were solicited tosettledown there and opena denominationalschool. Three hundred andfive persons were present at the sermon. They wereIrish without
exception, and although above want, did not belong to what arecalled the wealthy classes. A collection was made by myself inperson, on the occasion,andIsolemnly assure you that, independentof promises, which werepretty numerous,Ireceived thenand there,in cash alone, the very considerable sum of £1,546. For thesepracticalreasons, and for countless others,Iam, andshall be, a firmbeliever in thebig-heartedness and boundlessgenerosity of theIrishrace. Has anyone ever heard of a church havingbeen putup forsale inIreland,or thatan Irishpriestever undertooka needfulgoodwork,howevercostly, which he was forced to abandon for want offunds1 There never existed,and dies not exist this moment, on theface of the glole, a morefaithful, virtvovs,God-fearing,t,orely-tried,anddevotedpeoplethanours. How priestsand bishopsshould loveand labour for them! They are our pride,our crown, our glory.Unitedm every interest of earth andheaven, sprung from the samestock, fed from the same fountain-head of faith, linked indissolublytogether by the same bonds, for weal or woe,poor in each other'spoverty,rich in each other's wealth,partnersof old in thesanguinarypenaltiesof our Irishorigin, as weare nowsharers in the advancinglightof freedom andcivilisation,who will dare attempt to separatethe fr*8

*
1 Priesthood itoTa tke Irish people— the pastor from his

UOCiC"

The Russian Governm-nt have ratified the sentence of theNovgorod Court, condemning three peasants to no severerpenaltythana slight Church discipline for burning an old womanas a witch.The crime is regarded asapardonableprejudice by the Government,the judge, the jury, anda portionoftheSt.PetersburgPress !

The HolyFather "has just confirmed the unanimous election of theReverendFavherBonaventureSoldatisch, aDalmatian,andRector ofthe Church of Padua, to the charge of General of the Conventual
Minors of Bt. Francis; also the election that has taken place atRome,of thenew Master General of the Older of St.Dominic,in theperson of the Rev. Fr. Joseph Mary Larroca, a Spaniard, of the
Convent of Bt. John the Baptist of Corias,ex-Socius of the VicarGeneral andProvincial of Greece, actually Visitor of the Dominican
Province in the Philippine Islands. Father Larrocawas born in
1813;has had the Dominican habit for 49 years:andis the75th
Master Generalof the Order after St. Dominic.Let the enemies of Christ's Church takenoteof these elections,
whereby duly constitutedHeadsaregiven to two of the oldest and
most illustrious Orders of workmen that help her in her divine
Mission of teachingallnations. Each of these Orders looksback to
anancestry that dates from thebeginning of the thirteenth century;
from the first yearof theirexistence up to thepresentthey haveeach
proved themselves true servantsof God andbenefactors of mankind.
Asin 1878 the whole Church rejoiced when a Head was given to it
by the election of Pope Leo XIIL, so now all the children ofthe
Church rejoice in the election of Heads to each of the twogreat
Orders in the Church, founded respectivelyby St. Francis and St.Dominic.

— Bombay CutlwlioExaminer,
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