
justifying much that might be accounted unjustifiable by less
enlightened intellects, but hinting at new andprofitableindustries
and pursuits. It,however, aswe said,comes,from aquarter whence
itmight rationally h&ve beenexpected. Thematter whichastonishes
us is to find anAnglicandignitary seemingto agree with some such
sentiments, and introducing into the consideration of death and
burialnotions thatmight furnish thematerialfor lines evenstranger
and morewhimsicalthanany already tobe foundin themany queer
epitaphs tobe met with in English churchyards. To come to the
point, then, we clip the following from a contemporary :—":

— "As to
cremation, the BishopofManchester,England, said inhis address at
the Social Science Congress,that, thoughhimself greatly preferring
burial, which, among other advantages, restores to the earth
her fertility, he regarded cremation as a system which might
ultimately have to be adopted, and repudiated the mtion
that 'any Christian doctrine could be affected by the method
in which this mortal body is disposed of.'" The bishop,4
indeed, differs from the writer whose prediction we have
.quoted, inasmuchas he regardsthe cemeteriesasthegreatemporiums
whencefertilityis dispensedto the surrounding country rather than
asthehiddentreasuriescontaining so much valuablematerial unuti-
lised. We leaveHis Lordship,however to regard the bodies of his
flock inamannerthatpeople of delicate sensibilitiesmight,perhaps,
thinkevenmoreobjectionable than the "boney light" that excited
somuch horrorin the mind of one of Dickens'skoines. Neither
shall weenter upona theological discussion in order to determine
whether thebishopis unassailable inhis assertion that no doctrine
of Christianitycan possibly be affectedby themanner in which the
body is,after death, disposed of. We shall confine ourselves to a
notice of someof theauthoritiesby whichinhumation and cremation
arerespectivelysupported,and ofat leastone objection that may be
brought against the proposal to reduce the-dead body at once to
ashes. Burial, then, was the method by which corpses were
disposed of amongst the Jews. To be deprived of it was consi-
dereda disgrace. "Go," said Jehu of Jezabel, "and see after that
cursed woman, and bury her: because she is a king's
daughter." But when they went todo asheorderedthey foundher
eaten by the dogs. "Andcoming back,they told him. And Jehu
said:Itis the wordof theLord, whichhespokeby hisservantElias,
theThesbite,saying:Inthe field of Jezrahelthe dogsshalleat the
flesh of Jezabel. And theflesh of Jezabelshall be as dungupon the
faceof theearth in the field of Jezrahel, so that they whopassby
shall say :Is this that same Jezabel?" We may,however,remark
enpassant that theBishop of Manchester evidently has scripturefor
his idea concerning the fertility of the soil. AgainIsaiaspronounces
the deprivationof burial a heavy curse upon theKing of Babylon,"

All the kings of the nations, all of them,liein glory;everyonein
his own sepulchre; but thou art cast out of thy grave, like toan
abominablebranch; like the raiment of the slain thrust through
withaswofl that go down to the stones of thepit. Asa carcase
that is tioduen under feet, thou shalt not be joined withthemin
burial." The early Christians also male use of burial. It wai
attempted toshow that they did so from superstitious motives but
from this they were defended. St.Jerome mentionsburial as usual
in his time, and Bt. Ambrose speaks of it as general. On the other
hand its opponents have been mout suspicious men. Julian the
Apostate advocated cremation as adverse to Christianity. The
menof the FrenchRevolution wereloudas to its benefits, andGari-
baldi is said tohave appointedit tobe appliedtohis ownbody. But
apart from all other considerations,and thereare many that may be
opposedto it,cremation would dangerously affect the concealment
of crime. This wasmade clear by Signor Burci,an Italian senator,
speaking on the subject in 73,and withhis argument we shall con-
clude.

"Cremation," he said, " from the juridical point of view,
wouldnot beadvisable,for itis not always sure, as soonas a man
dies, thathisremains may not be anecessary or a useful factor for
the ends of justice. Itoften happens thatbodies buried for one or
moreyearsevenhavebeendug up and the tracesof acrime detected
in them. And hereImaybe allowed torelate a fact well known to
me. A certaindoctor hadoccasion tospeak toamayorof a townin
France, whowasat the moment watching the translation of some
humanbones from onecemetery toanother. While speaking tohim,
he noticed a skull which was unearthed. He exclaimed directly,'

Why, thatman has hada severeblow on the head1' As in France
thebodies incemeteries areallnumbered,it -was easy to refer toth^book?md see whatcause was assigned for the deathof thepersoni&
question. The statement was that this personhad diedof apoplexy,
suspicion thus aroused, further inquires were instituted;and after
the lapseof ten years the murdeio1

-
■c^ rr. VI, arrested, and con-

victed by theaidof this circumßtfn " ' .< ace."

Is not theDaily Funes ina tantrum over the late
faibly bazaars! Their fair promoters, according to his

kuined! showing, are only fif for the
"" stone jug," and

nothing elsehas ledto theincarcerationof certain
criminals, whoshouldotherwisehaveaaornedsociety,than thecarry.

The longer we live the morewe learn. Up to this
cremation, wehad hadno notion in the world thatitever by

any chance occurred to an Anglican clergyman
officiating at a grave, in the " sure and certain hope" whichhas
occasioned somuch discussion, and caused co muchembarrassment,
that he wasengaged in making a deposit of manure. A like idea
had indeedbeenmooted. Ithadoccurred to at least one economical
mind that the bodies of the dead might be utilised,but themind
in questionwas thatof an infidel writer,and from such quarterswe
know anythingmaybe expected. Molescott,in a word,haa written
asfollowsin1852: "We may confidently predict that the need of
man, which is the supreme reason of rights, and the most
Bacred source of customs, will one day make us look on
cemeteries with the same eye with which we now look on
a peasant burying his dollars in the ground instead of putting
out at interest, in some form or ether, his hard-earned
money." This, it will be seen, is a remarkable passage, not only
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religion. There is nothing which itis harder for aman whohas a
contempt for it to hide than is that contempt. There is nothing
whichit is easier for aman to convey to those mindssubjected to his
influencethanhis own feelings of indifference on this greatsubject.
Those parents, then, who desire to bring up their children as
Christiansmustbecareful tocommit themonly toChristianteachers,
and toChristian teachersnot boundby the rules of godlessschools to
dissembletheir Christianity,but soplacedas toshow openlyin their
lives whatare theirhopesand their belief.

Mr.Paenell,itappears,has gone to the United
distress States,and has been accorded a hearty reception

INibeland. there by his fellow-countrymen. The reasonof his
tour is stated tobe thathe may appeal for aid for

thesufferers from want in Ireland. This is, indeed, a much more
rationalreason than wouldbe afforded by any intention of evoking
sympathy in America for any political movement in Ireland,and
which we confess we should regard with anything rather than a
favourableeye. Some yearsago when Mr.Froude went over to ex-
cuse theIrishpolicy ofEngland to the Americans the English Press
condemnedhis actionstrongly;butamuchstronger feelingof indig-
nation wouldbe excited were the object of Mr. Parnell's visit held
tobe thatofstirring up rancour abroad. Itwould seem like an
appealfor the interventionof foreigners in the internal policy of the
country that it would be difficult to justify; and it might most
powerfully be availedof for thepurpose of persuading the English
masses of the irreconcileable hostility of the Irish— means much
resorted to for the support and continuance of a harsh and unjust
Government. Itwould retard the attainment of true liberty and
consequent prosperity inIreland. Buton the other hand we should
not have thought there wouldhavebeen anyneed for Mr. Parnell to
goto Americainorder tosolicit relief for thefamine-strickenathome:
the Irishin America,we have every cause to believe, are already
extremelyanxious to contribute towards the aid of their suffering
fellow-countrymen,andhardlyanymorecanbedone than has already
been done to awaken their sympathies— never very dull in such a
caseas this. The LondonTimes,speaking of the distress inquestion
well remarks:"On Ireland itself the first shock of the burden of
reliefmust fall. Irishmenwill be expected to help Irishmen;not
thatIrelandand England as such know any difference of obligation
tobenevolence, but because a sufferer's neighbours should set the
precedentof assistinghim. Irishmenare Irishmen's nearest neigh-
bours inthe samesense thatLancashiremen are the nearest neigh-
bours of Lancashire men. When the cotton famine ■ starved the
operatives of Lancashire, Lancashire stood foremost in bearing
the brunt." We, however, give to the word Ireland its
broadest signification, and include under it the Irish people
scattered throughout the world. It is in their power to do a
peatdealto savetheir kindredfrom starvation,and undoubtedly it
is theirboundenduty todoall that lies in their power for such a
purpose. But tocome toapoint of the question that most nearly
concerns us here in New Zealand. The seasonis advancing, and we
areinformedthat the distress is becomingmoreaggravated, while as
yet nothing of the least importance has been done by us in
helpingtowardsits relief. Itis not becoming of us to sit quietly
lookingonwithbuttoned pockets, whether or not comforting our-
selves with the assurance that liishmen in America are exerting
themselveswithmoreor less success to lighten the evil. They can
domuch,perhaps,but still much will remaintobe done. Itis not a
town, ora district, ora province even,that is in destitution,butan
entirenation. However much theremaybe done towardsits relief,
therewill be ahuge amount of suffering to be borne without allevia-
tion. And thetime is gc ig on;unless someactive stepsbeat once
takenhere, it will be toy late,and theIrishof New Zealandmust for
ever hereafter bear the conscience, and sustain the reputation of
these whohavesignalised themselvesbyholding aloof,whenthrough-
out the whole world their fellow-countrymen were everywhere ex-
tending a helpinghand towards their famine-stricken kinsmen at
home.
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