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Current Topics
AT HOME AND ABROAD.

A lady who writesinarecentnumber of theNine-
EBLIGIOK AND teenth Century,replying to Mr. Mallock's articles,

moba^jtt. speaks as follows:— « Of course, if religion aloneJtap*produced morality, or even if it alone hasrewardedmorales special sacrifices and efforts, we may justly
expect that, on the decline of religion and tbe wearing ont ofinherited religious habitsof thought, weshallloseallourchances ofcontinuing a.virtue-lovingor amorally discriminatingrace. Again,if religionhashadagreatershare thananyotheragencyin theinsti-tution and vindicationof moral restraints, we, of course,miss the
greater partof the forceof thoserestraints inlosing religious belief

"
And thenshe asks:"Butis thisso?" Well, we very firmly hold itto be so. We shall not, however,now enterinto any argument onthe subject; weshallsimply quote the following passages as especi-ally pregnant and confirmatoryof our views, from a notice ofLaGwdta Cattolica, which we findin theOctobernumber of theDublinReview.—" The firstfactwhich appears fromthe official statements
is the deplorableprimacy of Jtalyindeedsof blood. From a com-parative table of the number of the homicidal convictions in thedifferent European States during the year 1875,it results thatinItalytheyexceeded those of England, for instance,sixteentimes inproportion to population. To pass from comparative to absolutenumbers,itmaybe addedthat to theyearof1878, Zanardelliassignsabout 4,000 homicides and 20,000 injuries by wounds— 4,oookilledand 20,000 wounded! It is like the slaughter ofa regular battle-field. Our horror is increased when we examine thesub-divisioninto classesof these offences, andnote the largeproportion of parri-cides,fratricides,infanticides,and murders of husbands and wives.Now, this great increase in crime, which is equally true of othermoral offences besides those of murder, has been progressive, anddates from therevolutionaryinleinItaly, whichwas to introduce aneworder of things and bring light, civilisation,and truemoralitytoapeoplebarbarizedunder the yokeofpreceding governments anddegradedbysuperstition. Newmaxims and new institutions wereto take the place of those Christian maxims which had hithertoconstituted thebasis of publicmorality,andof thosenumerousinsti-tutions, ecclesiasticalor animatedby the spiritof Christianity, whichnad so powerfully helpedto maintain it. This system has beensteadily carried out since the dateof its inauguration, twenty yearsago, which must be considered as ample time for ascertainingitspractical results; and what have these been ? A continuallyascending scaleof crime, theprogressive deepening of acorruptandcankerous woundin thebosomof society,appalling thevery Liberalsthemselves,andabrand of shame imprinted on the faceof Italy insight of allcivilizednations. Itis hard to conceivehow any sober-mindedpersoncan fail todeduce the legitimate consequences as re-gardß themeritsof the Liberalistic r'egimc. There must surely besomeradicalvice in a system which bears such fruits. Letus passover themiserableexhaustion of the country through maladminis-tration,whichmight be indulgently laid to the charge of the signalincapacity of those men whom this partyhaveunfortunately selectedtorpublic offices;letusnot stop to inquire whether in matters ofpolitical economyLiberalismbenot a system ruinoustothe materialprosperity of the people, there is nodenying, at least, thatin propor-to the diffusion of its principles and the multiplication o£ its.flsfatuhous has been the increase of vice and ofcrimeamonest thepopulation."

Another wise manhas spoken on the subject ofJOHN bright education, andby his speechweareagain informedON ofthe all-importanceof providing a religious edu-
edtjcation. cation for om children. Mr. Bright, in a word__ , waß PresentonOctober 31st at a soiree given bytheMayor ofBirmingham to thePrimary Schoolteachers of the cityinquestion,andhe deliveredanaddresson the occasion that is fullof instruction. Our concernat present,however,is only with thoseportionsof his speech that bear upon the importance of religious

teaching,and ofthemthe first runsas follows:—
"Ithas alwaysbeenasubject,not of wonder,butofgrief, thatIhavebeen compelled tobelievethat there is hardlyany effort-so great effort-inany direc-tion withso littleresultas the effort that is made by the ministersand teachersof religion. Ihavereadarathercurious explanationofthis froma greatAmerican divine. He said thataspeopleget olderthere is anossificationof theoutwardman, a hardness and bonineesthat grows,andunless great careis taken and religion be pursuedfrom youth thereis agreat fear thatthe spiritualman also becomesossified, and theresult is generally that,asministersofreligionharetospeakmainly toand teach adults, they havea materialthatisnotplastic and upon which they can make little impression. Ithinkthereishardlyanythingmore tobe lamented,to feelmore sorrowfulabout, than theknowledgethatmany menshould workhard asmini-

sters of religion and producesolittle effectupon tnose among whomtheyminister. Iheardanotherminister once say that he found inhis experiencethatverymany persons whohad not had any special
regard toreligionby the time they becamethirty yearsof age found
itextremelydifficultfor thereligious sentiment to be createdin their
mindsat a later periodoflife. Iwill not dispute that,Iwill notargueaboutit. Iwillnot affirmit to be true ;butIwill say that
the teachers in your schools are in an entirely different position.
They haveaplasticmaterial onwhich theyareable to impress their
minds and their sentiments,and there is no doubt whatever that,
though thatplasticmaterial maybemovedandworkedand impressed
forevilas wellas for good,seeing that,Ihope,the greatmassof the
teachersinallour schools tend infinitely moreto good than evil,we
mayexpectthattheymay make animpressionof lastingbenefit upon
theyoungminds with which they constantlycomeincontact." Fromthis, then, we may gather the folly of those'whobelieve that religion
isnecessaryfor men's well-beingandhappiness,andwho yetconsent
toshutout fromits influences during the wholeperiodinwhich they
areliable tobecomesubject to them the children they are interested
in. The "

plasticmaterial" of which Mr.Bright speaksmust neces-
sarily accept the impressionofat least the greater importanceofthat
secularisminpursuit of which by far thegreaterportion ofits tuneis
spent, and, evenin those instances where it might be attempted to
make up for the godlessness of the schoolsby a fewhours' ofreligious
instructiongiven elsewhere, the seasonof

"ossification," '" hardness
and boniness

"
would set in upona soil wellpreparedtoreceive its

influences. Again, Mr. Bright spokeof the influenceexercised overtheminds of childrenby the example of their teachers, and this is
very important. He said :"ButwhatIwant to say,andIwill not
take up your time many moments, is that Ithink withregard to
teachers they have two entirely different branches of labour:they
have that of instructing their pupils from books,and theyhave that
of instructing them fromtheirown conduct andtheir ownmanner.
You wantto teach achild— lmust say itis better thanbook-learning
—you want to teacha child tobe gentle; not the gentleness that isweakness, for there is a perfect gentleness which is combined with
great force. ("Hear, hear.) You want humanity— humanity to
animalsis onepoint. (Hear, hear.) IfIwere a teacher of a school,
Iwould make it a very important part of my business to impress
every boy and girl with the right of his or her beingkind toall
animals. Well, then, there is the quality of unselfishness. Thereis
much selfishness in families. Selfishnessin families is tbe cause of
misery and the causeof great injustice. Unselfishnessanda love of
justice, these are qualities which come, if you offer them, to tbe
child's or the young person'smind with a specialinvitation; tleir
verynature is such that they cannot receive them except with liking
and approbation, and Ihave no doubt that it is possible for the
teachers inthe elementaryschoolsinBirmingham during the next10
yearsorso,during which they will have twoor three generations of
children under their care— itis possiblefor them so to impress their
mincts on these subjects that, twentyyears hence,it will be seen Jmd
felt over the wholeof the town thatthere is animprovementin these
respects in the general population. (Applause.) Now, these are
things whichIthink itbehoves the teacbers of these schools to bear
inmind. They cannotpossibly have toohigh a senseof theresponsi-
bilitiesof theirpositionandof theirduties. (Hear,hear.)

"
Whatis here said concerning gentleness, humanity, unselfishness, ami a

love of justice, may be said, with equal force at least, toucLing
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