
January 2,1880. NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
THE DEATH INA MATTERHORN HUT.ssssss^-----_.... PBOGBAMME.

»i * ?}%( Pianos>« ".Maggie'sSecret," Misses Boylan andO'Brien "

-mSpS2'S" A dramain two Acts. Dramatis person*..w2!i a *?" -»me' a,neb Wldo*» Miss E- HolW;Lilia,hermSS- tBS8?t??v ?° irJ T
Mai*aret. Lilia'« mother, Mils

feend of Madame de St. Elme, Miss A. Punston^Mrs
*RoSI

«S n^ (2 pUT£' !Home'Swe<* Horne'XuhJWBBUBoylan
« Th?rt ?£ M?gVEvan?eline," theMissesFunston;solo(piano?oSS?gaeM-

V IL
-

Son* "SheworeaWreath
o,,«« »'n/ gJadlt8 of Bemor class!dßet (2Pianos), "TheFairy

d'hotefMiiw -r'Ml^E" Holley ;Madame Thoma8'maitresßelkMiM M°ynlna
T
nJ MonsieurHachis, cuisinier,Miss O'Brien.**£?**£*"? ef2K Mei<a' A Drfllna in foar -Acts- DramatisS^o ôU^dePSpui M̂iBS RHolleyS Isatelle,her daughter,
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A RAILROAD ON VESUVIUS.

TheTimes GenevaCorrespondentwritesunderdateSeptember 21"—"On August 21 you printed a letter of mine underthe headine"Alpine.Accidents,'m whichmention was made of the deathof theguideBrantschen in a hut on the Matterhorn,andinIJkesSL^Sthe 23rd a fuller account and a different VeKI of thTSmeoccurrence weregiven in a communication froman'Enelish AloineClubman,' purporting to be based on the testimony of an ev^witness. This account,it will beremembered, was to the effect thatonAugust 12th twomembers of the Swiss Alpine Sub left BreSlwithtwoguides anda porter tosleepin the huton the Matterhorn,with the intention of crossing the mountain and descending toZermatt thenextday. On the way up oneof the guides,Brantschen!felt sick,and though he managed to reach-the hut,he Same somuch worseduring the night that in themorning it was quite im-possiblefor him tomove. But,so runs the account, the Swiss Club,menhadresolvednot tobe balkedof their expedition,and%otwitn-standing the pitiful entreatiesof the poor guide, who felth£ endapproaching, they left him to his fate,andwhennexlday tooglides,who had been sent from Zermatt, arrived at the hut, they foundtheir formercomrade/ stretchedacross the floor, his hands clinchedasif mawild effort toreach thedoor and admit theair,stonedSad/This story, reflecting,as itdid, so severely on the humanity of twomembers of theSwiss Alpine Club, whosenames, though not men-*°*£ 1Vl*&**?*]? wdl k*own,naturally attracted the attentionJr-LLB**8
***o^'and t?ecommittee of the Basle sectionof theclub, towhich the twogentlemen in questionbelong, were requested to calluponthem for anexplanation of the conduct imputedto them andPreP?re areport Sf»the matter- This report, which has just beenpublished,substantially confirms the versionof theoccurrence giveninmy letter of August 21and differs very materially from that ofyour correspondent, an'Englisn Alpine Clubman.' Brantschen.itseems, sufferedfrom aserious internal complaintof which theSwissAlpine Clubmen, one of whom is Professor Schiess, when theyengagedhim, knew nothing whatever. When the party arrived onthesummit of the Matterhorn the poor fellow became alarminglyill,buthesucceeded with thehelp of theothers inreachingthehutandnext morninghe appeared and declared himself much better!At the sametime hedidnot feel thathe was sufficiently recoveredtoundertake the descentto Zermatt. Theotherslefthiminfair spiritsamply supplied with food andquitecontented with their assurancethat they would send help from Zermatt as soon as they arrivedthere. Hemade norequestthat anyone should stay withhim, andthe onlyman thathe wouldhave cared to detain,the second guide,his friendandneighbour,could not be spared, for withouthis aid thetwoUubmen might not have succeeded in reaching Zermatt atallThemountain wasdescendedwithall speed,and not amoment waslost indespatchingthe twoguides, whowere,however,unfortunatelytoo late tobe of anyuse. But the ghastly picture of Brantschenstruggling to reach the door and perishing miserably in the vainattempt to get a breath of fresh air has no foundation in fact.Brantscben^as appears from tbemedical report, was affected withheart disease, the cause of his deathbeing paralysis of that oreanand of the lungs. Itmayhaveoccurred shortly after his companion

and the tourists left thehut, andinany casemust havebeen equally
sudden andpainless. It would, therefore,appear that Herr Schiessandhis friendhave nothing to reproachthemselves with,and it isdifficult to see how., in the circumstances, they could have actedotherwise than they did. The event, nevertheless, teaches animportant lesson, and future Alpineclimbers would do well beforeattemptingany importantascentto makespecial inquiriesas to thephysical conditionof all their companions,for a guide with chronicheart disease maynot only die as poor Brantschen died,but mighteasily,by succumbing to bis malady at a criticalmoment, endangerthelives of anentireparty. B

The specialRomecorrespondentof The Pilotwrites:-Atlast,after£« J£ ftP crP« s?«on.a»e traveller inItaly, whofeelsita part of*" % 80^ Vesuvius- **H find the task one that may beMcompliPhed withcomparativeease. A railway isbeingbuiltwhich
rf th?SJLimAom th?***,* *"» grandcone*° within a *»■ y«d*rlrMnf? ft he 2.-5' This "d*e varies time to time,ac-
W gi- c t?"** of eruption in the mountain. SometimesSSLE^T°Ul dr p̂ into the crater» and at otnCT t^es itisincreased inheight by themattersentoutbyVesuvius. Itisprudent,therefore, not to have the terminusof therailwaytooclose to this

When this rope-railroadis finished, theexcursion from Naplestotbesummit of the cone,and the return tothat city, will occupy onlyt£ t%" *ad °? a wholeda*Mat Present. This willIncludeplenty oftime for dinner at anexcellentrestaurantwhichtherailroadcompanywill establishhere. The traveller will be free to descendthe mountain when hepleases,and sufficient time wil'be givenhimtoexamineits formation and its peculiarities thoroughly. At theedge of thecraterhemayplace himself in the hands of guides forexplorationand investigation.
mA ?£ foangurationof this railroad is expectedto takeplaceattheS??7cm

i
ber' the journey to theiummitofthiscelebrated rolcano,whichwaspreviously long,expensive,and weari-some, will now become rapid, cheap, and agreeable. Prom theObservatory, low down on the hill, to the footof thecone, is abouttwo miles. A good road leads to thelatterspotaccessible tocarri-ages, orother modes of conveyance. The railroadfromhere, whereastation is inprocess ofconstruction, leading tothe edge of thecrater,ascendson aninclinedplane fora distanceof 975 yards. The civilengineer,guided by the adviceof thecelebratedProfessor Palmieriwho may be called theOld Man of theMountain,so familiar is hewitn Vesuvius, has chosen a path which will be comparativelysaeltered from the invasionof lava-floods. The verticalelevation is466 yards above the level of the station,which is itself866 yardsabove the level of the sea. The average inclineof thisVesuvian£? 1S 66 per 10° ;the »«a«w»«»ra inclinebeing 63 per 100.The builder of this railroad met with great difficulties, whichrequired considerable ingenuity to overcome. They arose chieflyirom the steepnessof the ascent,and from the movable character oftnesoil, formed of lapilhe,or small pumicestones^whichyield undertne teet like tiny cinders andgive wayunder the slightest pressure.Jbe system chosen, therefore, haa been to lay dowD on the lavapeneath acontinuous, fixed, and solid planking onwhich therails areto beplaced. Thewheelsof thecars areconstructed insuch awaytnat they cannotleave the rails, and thesecars will be drawn up bytwo wire ropes worked by an enerine at the foot of thecone. Theascent will bemadeinsevenminutes.

Mr. Thomas C. Scott, the well-known agricultural authority,writes to the.Timesas follows:-"The government and trade esti-mak-s show that the surplus wheat in America, Russia and in the.East is 505,000 quarters less than the aggregate defiency of the vari-ous countries,and a ri<e in the priceof breadstuffsis therefore antici-pated^ In theKieff districtsof Russia,which are generally fertilew£& nCe J?heataPd WVe* poud (about thirty pounds weight),
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Themunicipal councilofBerlin recommends theuniversaladon-tion of cremation. r
There seem to be twocurrents at workin theGermanpoliticalworld— the socialcurrent, whichis friendly toRussia, andunier theinfluence ofwhich the agedKaiser visitsthe Czar ;and the politicalcurrent, which manybelieve Bismark tohaveoriginated, andwhichpoints to the existence of an hostility too deep and bitter to becheckedbyKoyalinterviews.
TheBulgariscJie Correspondent gives some interesting statisticsasto theprogress of theBulgariannewspaperPress since the enfran-chisementof theprincipality. TheDerzhavi Vyestnik,anexclusivelyGovernmentpaper,appearsoncea week at Sofia. The Vitoska, socs'K«&omcs'K« &om thename of themountain whichlooks down on the cityof bona, andwhichis frequently alluded to in the popular songs ofBulgaria, is abi-weeky,Conservative in tendency,andhas a circula-tionof about 2,000 copies. The TselofoipnaBelgariya(United Bul-garia) editedbyPeter Slaveikof,a poet andthe Nestorof Bulgarian

}0?"ah?s> 1S theorpan of tbe so-called Nationalparty,and numbers1,600 subscribers. The BolgarinpublishedatKustchuk, is the mostwidelycirculated ofBulgariannewspapers,andrepresents the Oppo-
sition party. The Narud appears twice a week at Sistova. TheMaritza,also bi-weekly,is published at Philippopolis and is notedfor its energeticpropagandaof thenational idea— theunion, namely,of Northand SouthBulgaria ;ithas a circularion of 2500, and isedited by Danof,aveteran championo* Bulgarian liberty. BolgarskoeAiamya is published at Slivno,the Narodni Glas at Philippopolis,and the SUwyanin at Kustchuk. TheNaliovalnya,publishedatSofiais edited by Dr.Bogorof, oneof themost learnedof Bulgarians, andlias for its leading object thepurificationof the Bulgarian languagefrom Turkish, Greek, and other foreign elements, and even fromprovincialism. Lastly, theBulgarische On-rospondenz,published inthe German language by the Croat journalist, M. Lukshich, isdesigned tokeep foreigners acquainted with the affairs of the ncvPii&cipakty.-— Academy,
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