
Europe;you must cross the Black Sea,andleave the Caspian far be-hind;youmusttraverse Persia,from westtoeast,andcrossthemoun-tains ofAfghanistan untilyousee again flyingover theIndus this sameaccursed flagofBritain." Inasecond lectureMr.Mitchell wentontoshow thatthe erectionof an independentclass of peasantproprietorswouldbenoinnovation. HeadducedtheexampleofPrussia, wheresuchastateof things hadbeenbroughtabout withinthe courseof thepresentcantury. "Intheearly yearsof thepresent century," said he, " thesoil of Prussia belonged entirely to the class of nobles;and thetenures weremeremodificationsof the ancient feudalarrangements.It was then, as it still is, an almost purely agricultural country.Nobles, as in France before the Eevolution,paid no directtaxes;their vast estates wereknight-free (ritter frei); for it wasreckonedunkmghtly and ignoble for barons tocontribute directly inmoney tothe maintenance and defence of the State— their counsels inpeace,their swords in war, were all they could give their country con-sistently with the exalted chivalry andnice feelingof honour whichdistinguished that noble order. The industrious people were tomaintain all public burdens and maintain thenon-payingnobilitytoo. The genuine system of feudal law and pure institutes ofchivalry had been corruptedanddied out inGermany as 'wellas inFrance and Spain;and in the dead forms of fiefs, freeholds,andfeudaldutiesandservices, there remained hardly the tradition of lifeora glimpse ofmeaning. The defenceof thecountry was committedto a great standing army;all powers of self-taxationwere takenfromthebaronialcourts and localjurisdictions,andvestedinadespoticmonarch;and the relationof lord and vassal was thenceforth re-ducedinto a relation not of mutual interest,mutual dependence,and
goodoffices, but of oppressionandexactionon theoneside,andhatredaudfraudon the other. This is the history of corruptedfeudalismeverywhere." HethengoesontosketchtheriseofPrussiaunder KingFrederick theGreatand her humiliation by Napoleon. There was,however, oneman whosaw themeans of rescuing his country from
degradation. "This was the Prussian Minister, Baron Von Stein:heperceivedthatif Prussia was to remain akingdom on themap of
Europe,Prussia must be for the Prussians; the tillersof the ground
must be made to feel that theyhadan interestin the State,and that
their own safetyandhonour were identified with the independence
of their country. Fortunately, theKing had the independenceand
the grace to give VonStein uncontrolled authority in the business.
Under themuzzles ofFrench cannon the cautious Minister matured
hisplan;and, within twelve months after the carnage of .Jena-
threemonths after the peace of Tilsit— began to putitinpractice."
The condition of the land tenure, as Von Stein found it, was as
follows:

"
Under the feudal institutions there had gradually grown

upon the estatesofthe greatbaronsa vastnumber of smallholdings,
called peasant-fiefs(Bauer-hofe), comprising from 40 to 100 acres
each. Ithadbeenalways the policy of the State to encourage the
growthof these peasant-fiefs for fiscal purposes, because most of the
revenueof thekingdom was derived from them. The nobles, asI
said before, werefree from direct taxation:and when a standing
armybegan to be kept on foot, and permanent burdens hadto be
imposed upontheland, the tenants of the peasant-fiefs were obliged
topay all. Ithad alwaysbeen thepolicy of the State,therefore, to
encourage this class of tenures, Dot so much for the sake of the
tenantsasfor the sake of the revenuethey produced;and there had
baenat varioustimes laws passed to restrain the lords from inter-
fering with these peasants, from evicting them, or taking possession
of their lands,because those lands, the moment they came into pos-
session of the lord, were,of course, tax free, to the loss and injury of
the revenue. Besides their dues to the State, these tenants of the
bauer-hofegavea certain number of days' workin the week to their
superior, as well as other feudal services and duties. The
law had, therefore, recognised in these men a permanency
of tenure, although very heavily burdened. Besides these,
there were also a numerous body of free-holders (freibauers),
being generally manumitted serfs who had settled with the
consent of their lorduponwastelands, and reclaimed them. These
also appear tohavehadaperpetual tenure by the operation of the
general law restraining nobles from entering upon the 'peasant-
fiefs.' Then there were also on everybarony a greatnumber of serfs
whopaiddaily labour for their patches of land,and

'
whooriginally,'

as Mr. Laing says,
'

were intended by the proprietor to be his
servants and day-labourers for cultivatinghis mains,or home- farmed
laud;but who, by long usage and 'occupation for generations, had
become a kind of hereditary tenants,not to be distinguished from
those iccnpants acknowledged to be proprietors,or what we would
cal, ijopv-holders.' All theseplebeian tenures were subject to some
form or other of taxation,and, as encouraging industry, were profit-
able to the State;and upon this account thelord was not only pro-
hibited from evicting the occupiers, but was even obliged tokeep
somekimiß of thefarms supplied with responsible tenants and tax-
payers. The peasants,of course,could notpurchasenoble or 'knight-
free' landupon any terms or at anyprice. Such is a general sketch
of the actual stateof landinPrussia up to the year1807. You will
observe that Government had always been anxioustorestrain evic-
tion, and thatthe wholepolicy of the Statein recognising the undis-
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turbed tenure of peasant-fiefs forrevenuepurposes, tendedtokeepthe
peopleon thesoil. The greatevil was,notuncertaintyof tenure,butthe
heavy burdens upon industry on account of the exemptionof riobles
fromtaxation,andonaccountof the feudalservicesarbitrarilyexacted
by the nobles, the grinding personal bondage, and forced labour."
The first step takenby the Minister was to issue anedictby which all
land was rendered purchaseable by all classes alike, and personal
bondage was totally abolished. His successor, CountHardenberg,
adopted his policy, and by a second edict of land reform it was
decreedthatall exemptionsfrom land-tax should cease.

"This was
agreat step. Land wasnowa transferable commodity, withoutdis-
tinctionof peasantand noble, andwasalikesubject topublicburdens.
Hereat once wascreated a motive to industry andfrugality ;andif
thelandreforms hadevenstopped here,there wouldhavebeen, inthe
course of a generation, a vast improvementin the condition of
Prussian farmers. But Hardenberg was no partial and timid re-
former; neither could the State of Prussia wait for thegrowingup
of anew generation to saveit, Therefore, inthe Septemberofrae
next year,forth came two more edicts, both dated the same day*
The first, accompaniedby a declaration inthenatureof a schedule'
enacted that all the peasant-fiefs of five several sorts should from
thenceforth become the absolute property of their then occupants'
This includednot merely the bauer-hofe,or fiscal-fiefs, which were
enteredon theprovincialtax-rolls,but also thefarms inpossessionof
four other classes of peasant-farmers, as the free boors and the
1hereditary tenants

'
on the waste lands. And 'it wasstretched so

far as to include the serfs located on theoutskirtsof thebaronies,"
whohad beenoriginally intended as merecottierlabourers,andpaid
their rentin work, but whohad in fact occupied their farms without
disturbance for generations, according to thatuniversaltenant right
held sacred allover the Continent. Itmust be observed that culti-
vatorsof the land who were neither freebauers,nor heldfiscal fiefs,
nor hadhereditary interest in their cottageholdings,but who farmed
landby any other kindof agreementsunder any of theseclasses, or
under the lords, were not interfered with by the new laws at all*
This class,however,must have beenvery small,and was likely every
yeartogrowsmaller. But thesecondedict of 1811crowns the landre-
forms ofPrussia. Itenactsasfollows :

— 'That all impedimentsto the
free disposalof land,bysale,gift,or will,arisingout oftheconstitution
as itheretoforeexisted,behereby abolished. Thispowerof saleover
portions of the land is to enableittogetinto thehands ofmenof
capital, and. thus clear it of encumbrances. Fromthe greater sub-
division of the soil a considerable advantage, and one dear to our
paternalheart,will arise. Itwill givepeoplein asmall way(asthey
are termed)

—
gardeners, labourers, and the like

—
an opportunity of

acquiring landed property and gradually increasing it.' The inten'
tion of this last edict,as youmay observe, was topromote,not sab-
letting (a pernicious and impoverishing sytem), but sale of
land in small portions in absolute ownership, free of rent ;
aud, of course, to ensure high cultivation and create
a vast number of humble but independent land-owners." The
landlords, at the same time, were not injured; they were amply
compensated. Still there was a great outcry :"Some years were
occupiedin.makingallthese valuations andtransfers ;and there was
much discontentandoutcry amongst theproprietors— the 'rights of
property' were invaded; the stateand dignity of a feudalbaron, the
game privileges, the insolentcommand, the territorial high mighti-
ness— none of these things was valued by Hardenberg's inexorable
commissioners ;it was only the justandsubstantialinterest thelords
derived from their possessions thathe wouldpay them for, and that
onamoderate scale— not at all theprice they might choose to de-
nand, but the fair price, and they might takeitor leaveit. One
could not do whathe liked withhis own1 Even a bargain was a
bargainno longer. The truth is, theGovernment of Prussia was in
the hands of aman who wasdeterminedtomakeall

'rights of pro-
perty

'
andall individualrights whatsoeversubservient to the wel-

fare of the community. Bargains abouttheholding of land are like
noothercontracts;andgoodGovernmentswillalwayscontrol them,or

void them,if needbe. Happy it was for Prussia that her Govern-
ment wasadespotism, not anoligarchy. Ifithadbeeninthehands
of these verynobles, nothing but a bloody revolution could have
accomplished whatHardenberg did withhis peaceful edicts." From
this there followed theresurrection of Prussia;it has been the true
causeof her prosperity.

"
The presentcondition of Prussia is very

fortunate. The style of living, the clothing, the dwelling-boui^fof
thepeople,all bespeak comfort and independence. So quickly <m
the liberation of the land market operate, and so eagerly was the
ownership of the soil sought after, that far the greater part of Prus-
sia is now in the hands of peasant proprietors." What Ireland
prays for, then, is not unprecedented. IL has already been
grantedin a country longregardedas the patternof all that is pro-
gressive andenlightened by those verj people who are now loudJy
expressing theirastonishment at the extravagance of the Irish de-

sire. Nevertheless wehardly expect that so goodanexamplewillin
the present instance be followed. " Italy for the Italians," and

Prussia for the Prussians ;butIrelandfor theIrish,— bynomeans.
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