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Abgus,"by a letterinlast week's Saturday Ad-

vertiser, takes theMostEev. Dr. Moranto task for
using the term"godless", in connection with the
secular schools. This, sayshe,cannotbe justsince

the"BoyalHeader "contains several passages in which allusionis
made toGod, thebenefitsconferredbyHim,and thedutiesmenowetohim. But"Argus"ismistaken— the moderateand gentlemanly
toneofhis letterleadsus to concludehe is mistaken only; thecon-
tentsof the "BoyalReader" cannot be received as a criterion by
whichto judgeof the systemin question. The "Eoyal Reader "is
not read inallthe schools, ithas only been accidentallyretainedinsomeof them, and itsoccasional usehere and theredeterminesnoth-ing thatbearsupon the case. The principle on whichsecularismisbased is thetotalexclusion of all religious teaching, all mentionofthenameof God,His attributes, or man's duty towardsHim, fromtheschools therefore,the secular systemis justly tobestigmatisedas godless"and themereaccidentaluseofcertain books,somepass-agesinwhichinfringeboth theletterandthespirit of the regulationby which ithas been established,cannot atallaffect the matter. Wehaveno doubtthatDr.Moran will continue to use the very expres-siveand most justifiableepithet to which "Argus" has erroneouslytaken exception.

Oncemore webreathefreely! About a week or
twoago we fell upon a paragraph in one of our. , Northern contemporaries that most seriously dis-tortedourpeace ofmind. Itran to theeffect that inDunedinmen
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Nowthat the questionof a peasantproprietorship
has becomeofso great an interest, some lectures
delivered several years ago by John Mitchel on"The LandTenuresofEurope," and in which the

subject has been very ably and exhaustively treated, have been
excitingattention. Theyhave beenrepublishedby theDublinFree-
man,and we take the following extracts from them. The lecturer
has surveyed thecondition of thepeasantry throughout Europe and
his conclusion is that those of Ireland occupy a position whose
wretchednessis not to be equalled elsewhere, He says

"Whatever
oppressionsand privationsthepeopleof anynation in Europe may
endure, thereis nothinglike the oppression,plunder, andmisery that
afflict the country peopleof Ireland. Youhave seen thatinmanyof
thebest-governedStates the land,dividedinto small properties,is in
the absoluteownershipof thepeasantry;andthat inother countries
custom, strongaslaw,andtheuniversalrecognitionof titletoliveby
independentindustry on the soil that gave him birth, protect the
rights of labour. The form of Government makesno difference in
this respect. Underdespotisms andin republics, Parliament or noParliament,constitution orno constitution,you find everwhere that
thepeasants areeitherowners of the land they till,or are somehow
or other secured a permanency of tenure and a sufficiency of the
crops theysow andreap tosustain them. Evenunfortunate Poland,
with her ancient feudalism corrupted and destroyed, and no new
agrarianpystem established,is no exception to this universal rule.
The conditionof an Irish'tenant-at-will' is utterlyunintelligible to
most civilisedEuropeans. '-How shall Itranslate,' says theGerman
Von Raumer, 'bow shallItranslate tenants-at-will ? Wegjaglare?
Expellable1 Serfs1 But inthe ancient days of vassalage it con-
sistedrather inkeeping thevassals attached to the soil, and by no
meansindriving them away. Anancient vassal is a lord compared
withthe present tenant-at-will,to whom the lawaffords no defence.
Why not call them Jaydbare (chaseable)? But this difference
lessens theanalogy— that forhares, stags, and deer there is a season
during whichno one is allowed to hunt them

—
whereas tenants-at-

will arehunted,andmaybehunted,allthe yearround. And if any
oneshoulddefendhisfarm (as badgers and foxes areallowed todo),
itis here denominated— rebellion.' Those who have the heart, myfriends,canlaughat thewhimsical analogy of the witty Prussian;
but it is not easy to be amused when we know that those at
whose expense he is so merry are our kinsfolk, the very
bone of our bone, with whose fortunes are bound up th«
lives and liberties of ourselves and of our children.'*
Thelecturer further concludes that the exterminating landlords of
Irelandarea uniquerace,and that inIrelandonly menareidjndged
unworthy tosubsist on the foodraised by them. "Two otoer facts
areplain evenuponthis cursory and imperfect recital:First, that
nowhere inEurope, even incountries far more thickly peopled than
Ireland, are tobe found the raceof consolidators or exterminators;
great tracts without people are not accounted desirable anywhere
savehere

—
on the contrary, wherever propertyis most minutely sub-

divided there areto be seen therichest harvests and the most inde-
pendent people. Second, that inall countries of Europe, but one,
the cultivators of the soil are thought worthy of their bread out of
the very crops they themselvesraise, insteadof having toransack the
globe forcheaper andcoarser kinds of food. Yes, you will search
theContinentinvain for a nation of men who are strangers, andvagabonds, andbeggars in the landof their fathers. To find tiller*,
of thesoiloppressedastheIrishareyoumust;passbeyondthe\\m\\M o€
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ninthcommandment? A. The ninth commandment requireth thmaintainingandpromotingof truthbetween man and man,and of"our ownandourneighbour's good name,especiallyinwitnessbearing.
Q. 78. What is 'forbidden in the ninth commandment1 A. The
ninth commandmentforbiddeth whatsoeverisprejudicial to truth,or
injurious toour ownor ourneighbour's goodname." Who is there,
whomsternduty hascompelled tokeephimselfaucourant ofourdoc-
tors' utterances whocannot at onceperceive thatthey knownothing
whateverof thiscatechism1 Wenowrepel withscorn the accusationof ournortherncontemporary;nooneinDunedincarep » straw forthe "ShorterCatechism;

"
itis not tob« estimatedalongsideof ouroaten-mealandwhiskey.
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