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Five main rivers, which mostly ries in the alps and average about
seventeen wiles apart, iterally traasverse the p'a ns, Four of these
rivers flow intothe ces, and one runs into Lake Elleamere, Many are
the theories as to the origin of the plains, That they are an ailuvial
deposit wasbed down from the Alps on the South, by the rivers tha
now chanoel the plains, is oms. Another that the plains are a sub-
watine formation, and afterwards raised, and then the rive s cut 1heir
precent broad oranne 8. Tae former is the lae De. Voo Haist's
theory, the latter Piofessor Hutton's, That the plaws are mostly an
old formation and more recent deposits overlay in some parts this
flret formation are moreover thentica, A deposit about six miles wine
extends to tte East Coant snd skirts Port hiils a.d Lake Ellesmere.
The best land 18 in thess localitirs, and ien or twelve fewt of
clay or sand rests onm the gravel wiich in other parts of
the plains i3 pesr or on the surface, Near our city 18 the
Riccarton busb—of which a portion only now remains—and thre was
a_bueh at Papanui, But the latter forest was soon cut down., The
plaine were covered wi'h tussocks under which a smaller but nutei-
cious grass grew on which cattle fed, In some parts were tracts of
flax, fern, and tute. The lutter, a poisonons plant, ofles canged the
death of horned cattle, There ware likewise other grasses and a faw
small shrubs, Hereand there was a solilary eabbage-tree or a group
of these fair treea, Tbe piain'e chief native inhabitants were hawks,
larks, lizards, and & spider whose cell was a marvel. Tnis spider
made a domicile under ground, the entrance to which was a passage
upright and eylindric, and at the top of which was a door or lid,
The hinges were complete, and the lid fitted the aperture perfectly.
Trickish boys were often wont to drum on the ground near a cell,
Then the spider sscended the passage, raised his portcallis acd
looked round. In thore days the aspzet of the plaing was brown and
barren, and that they would ever remain a wilderoess was an often
repeated prophecy, Bui \n many paits the sl 13 most rich, and
rew the plains are literally s udded with homesiesds and plan a-
tions, At the present moment thousa :ds of acres can be seeu ver-
dant with grass and with vatrioua cropd. From the road, too, ane
can see the Southern Alps at once ri-ing roggad and majrstic to a
vast height above the piai.s. Their summus are yet capped with
deep unows. But theas are but vestiges o 4 last win'cr's mantle,
which draped o the base their sides, now datk and sombre, Com.
pared with these mountains, whal are many vaunt d alpine heigths
1o other elimes? Weom Dyor's Pass a fair amoant of (Govervor's
bay, with its generally smooth Waters, ru rged otiines and oumer.us
inlets and pois, ean be sren. {he road dowa to the B 1y iw very
steep, but not much moare than & wile long. Near the Pass there is
gome bush, but the trees in it are small, yet they are native trees,
and none are fairer. A re'uraz to Christchurch by the steam lannch
and traic terminated a pleasant excursion,

BHANDS TRACK.
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(From an oceasional Correspondent.)
OXN Thuraday evecing last the guielness of the Track, was somewhat
disturbed by a :tampede to the Wheatsheaf Hotel where nsupper was
given o the genial teacher of the Qatholic school, Mr, John Warreli,
previous to his departure for Geraldine, Priva'e business compelled
Mr. Farrell to tender his resignalion to the school committee on
Tuesday evening., JIwmediately steps were taken to make scmae
recoguition of oue whe bad so many friendsduring hisshort stay here,
The gathering included men of different shades of opinion and was one
that shall long be remembered on the Track. In proposing the toast of
the evening, the chairman in the course of his remarks alladed 10 Mr,
Farrell as a gentleman who had won golden opinions from every one
with whem he came in contact, and during the 18 montus he had
been in cbarge of the schoo! had given universal salisfaction to the
parents of children. During this time be had established a large
circle of friends by his courteous and pattiotic disposuion., He felt
certain Mr, Farrell was the sort of a young man who would make his
mark ia the world, no matter in what ephere he was placed, and
concluded by hoping that ke would be as succesaful in his new under-
takiny as he was in the last. The toast was drank with musical
hovours,  Toast followed toast and song, until the small houre had
crept in after which the company dispersed, having spent & very
enjoyable evening, Mr. Farrell gozs to join the ranks of the
Bonifaces and probably the Benedicts. 1 forgot to mention that the
Rev, Father Chervier occupied the chair, but had to leave eatly,
PAKEHA,

8T, CARICE'S BCHOOL, WESTPORT,

Ar the conclusion of the examination of this school (says the West.
port Star) the Inspector, the Rev. Father Goggan, made some
remarks. He said :—Although in some subjeets, such as history the
answering ig rather weak, still a decided improvement on last exami-
nation was shown, Grammar and geography, weak before, weie now
eonsiderably above the average, while arithmetic, composition, dicta-
tion, and spelling, reading, catechism, and writing were very good.
Among the junior children, the reading, dictation, tables, and wiit-
ing were very good, other subjects fair. He was much pleased with

the good conduct of the children, especially their obedience to the
teachers, and their deaire to passin their different standarde, In any
cases of failure, he sttributed the canee to irreguiar attendance.
When it wag taken into consideration that the whole of the children
on the roll were presented for examination, irrespective of regular or
irregular attendance, he considersd the per centage of pasees very
satisfactory. It would, of course, be made higher if thoss oniy were
expected to pass who had made at lesst balf the possible number of
altendances within the year, which is the custom in public schoals

As i8 uenal io other places there are some parenta who are never
satipfied. He ap an examiner was not known to over-rate teachers’
and pupils’ work, but in the case of this school, parents had no reagon

to be diecontented, He had examinel in secular knowledge strictly
in accirdagce with the syllabus set forth for Brate dchools in New
Z aland, and had selected the questions from those recently givea by
the Inzpectors,

Tne examination ocenpied twn days, during which 147 children
wereexammel, Ou the evening of the second day the report was
read 1n the piesence of a large number of visitors.

Bummary.-IV. V. and V!, Standardsshowing pererntage obiained
in each subj et—I glish eomposition, 9765; arvhwme ic, 756
reading, 92 5 grammar, 688 : peography, 685 ; dictution and
epelling, I0U ; history, 41 4 3 catechism, 756 wriing, 100, Average
on the whole 80 per ¢ce .t

Standards T TI, and IIT.—Preparatory class—Reading 95 per
cent ; spelling, 86 6 per cent ; copring, 769 per cent ; tables. 846
per ceot, Slundnrdg,——'[{emiing‘ 10) per cent ; epelling. 865 per
cent ; dictation, 10} per cent ; tables, 818 per cent ; althmeiie, 64
per cent § wWriting, 98 § per cent ; grammar, 789 per cent; geography,
78 9 per cent ; catechiem, 63 6 P*T cent,

IRELAND'S CAUSE IN ENGLAND.
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London, October 28,
THE election at Brighton last friday was the exception that proves
the rule of a generai tendency towards the endorsement of Mr, Glad-
stone’s Home Ruls policy. Toe contest was to fill the seat made
vacant by the death of Sir Wm. Tindal Rohertson, Conservative, Mr,
Loder, the Unionst candidate, received 7,132 votes, and Mr. Peel,
Gladatonian, 4,625, Bir Wm, Tindal Robertson was elected in Novem-
ber, 1886, without opp »ition, but 1 the previous cleciion the Con-
gervative candidate received 5,963 votes, and (be IHome Hule candi-
date, 2,633,

Cumpared with the election of 1886, the fiznres are comf rtieg
gnough, becwse the Liberal pall has inereaced by 2,000 votes, as
agaisst a Tory irerease of 1,100, and the Tory m»jority bas nesn
pul ed down trom 3,600 ta 2,200,  Bat it is no use dis:asiog the fact
thal the general eleetion ar 1883 woich, there being no Home Rals
q estion to divtde the par.y, result <1 1o the rerurn ot a Conservative
- Joutyot 2,100, 8 the real eriterion, and by that the Brighton result
18 not 80 satiefactury. The figures show that about 300 Lib.r.ls have
acssrte § their leader, Of these 100 vored tor the Tory ewdidat-, and
the remaindcr abstained alloge thor, Bt th election bas proved that
the muwmber of Liber.dssull alienated by Home Rals at Bagheon is
proporiienately muchgmalerthan was the case throughou the country
in 1886, when purty desertions ras:d the Cons-rvat ve majority
af 2,100 to a Tuiy-Urionist majorty of over 3,200 It is evilent,
thi relore, that the flowinr tide, 1t it has not submerged Brighion, bas
at any rate touchel it, Bar, f coorse, the Liberals requirs tor a
complete victory simply to win back the reats lost in 1886 thiough the
Home Bule schism, and Biighton was not ove of these.

Mr, Gladstone made a powerful spesch at Soathport on the pre-
vions Wednesday, before 6 crowded hogse. He reviewed the Liberal
party during the past twenty-one years. Hz pud a tribute to the
laudable apxiety of the Powera to po-tpone a Huropean crisis, He
referred to the Cretan question a9 a formidable menace to the peace
of Hurope, He euncwed at length the Government’s work, and
claimed that all its useful measures were lib:ral, e made a polst
hy declaring that the principles of the dock-strikers, applted to tenants
and tradesmen in Irelani, won!d bave been peval  He was toucued
by the elestion gains, and beicved that if they eould e.d the Sep-
tennial Aet aui apperl to the people to-moriow the verdict would be
in favour of the Liberals and justice to lreland.

The bulk of ithe speech was deveted to Irish prievances, He said
that the nreeasity of the cuntinaed proclaiming of new districts was
evidence of the failure of the coercion pohicy, and declared that the
crime rateé was now the same ag m 1834, when, in order to secure ths
support of the Parnellites, the Turies deciared that coercion was no
lopger necesiary.

Mr. Gladstone said he was unable to lay before bis hearers a
goheme of Liberal pohicy for the tuturc beyond the outlines already
well known,

A revolution broke out recently in Guatemala, Central America,
and ended on October 30 in the deleat of the rebels, followed by the
execution of their leaders.

New postage stampa pot in circulation in Bpain contain a bust
of Alfoneo XILL, the three-year-old king.

In erossing the Englieh Channel from Folkestone to Boulogne,
recentiy, eays a correspondent of the Pilot), the HKev. Patrick A.
Btapton, D.D,, of Bt. Augusiine’s, Philadelpbia, then ot his way to
Rome to attend the general assembly of Augustinians, was ia the
gteamer on which ¥r, aud Mrs Gladstone travelled on their way to
Pans. Toward the end of the joursey Dr. Stanton entered into con-
versation with Mr. Gladstore, and hizhly praised the greatand noble
work which the statesman has 8o vigorously undertaken, expressing
the hope that he might sce it brought to a suecessful termination,
Mr, Gladstone, in most gracious words, thanked Dr. Stanton, saying
that years were now pressing on bim, but that it would be a great
consolation to bim to live to see the work of justice accomplished,
On Dr, Stanton's referring to the warm and affectionate welcome Mr,
Gladstone would receive should be visit the United States, the latter
said that be was well aware of the kindly feelings that generous
nation, had towards bim, and thathe bad frequently received pressing
invitations to go, but thut bis aze and engagements did not allow him
to avall himself of them, Dr. Stantonexpressed his opinion that, in
tha ordinary course of nature, Mr. Gladstore had still ten years of
working life before him ; on whica the }atter thanked him and
expressed the hope that iv might be given bim to see the happy com-
pletion of the work of justice to Ireland, and of brioging about a true
and heartfelt union beiween her people and the people of Kogland,
The interview beiween the priest and the statesman was most satis-
factory to both.



