
IRELAND'S CAUSE IN ENGLAND.

Five main rivers,which mostly rise in the alps and averageabout
seventeen miles apart, literally transverse the pa ns. Four of theserivers flow intothe ten, andone runs into LakeEUesmere. Many arethe theoriesas to theorigin of the plains. That they arean alluvial
deposit washed down from the Alps on the South,by therivers thatnow channel theplains, is one. Another that theplains are a sub-
marine formation,andafterwards raised, and thenthe nvfrs cut their
pmentbriad cnanne s. Tie former is the lite Dr. Von Haast's
theory, the latter Piofessor Hutton's. That the plains aremostly an
old formation and more recent deposits overlay in pome parts this
first formationaremoreover theoiies. A deposit aboutsix miles wineextends to tie East Coast and skirts Port nills aid Lake Bllesmere.
The best land is in these localities, ani ten or twelve fee.t of
clay or sand rests on the gravel which in other parts of
the plains is near or on the surface. Near our city is the
Riccarton bnsh

—
of which aportion only now remains-and th-re was

a bush at Papanui. But the latter f jrest was soon cut down. The
plainb were covered wi h tussocks under which a smaller butnutri-
cious grass grew on which cattle fed. In6cme parts weretracts offlax,fern, and tute. The latter, a poisonousplant,often caused the
deathof horned cattle. There werelikewise other grastes and a few
small shrubs. Heieand there wasa solitary cabbage-treeor a group
of these fair trees. Tbe plain'schief native inhabitants werehawks,larks, lizards, and a spider whose cell was a marvel. Tnis spider
made a domicile under ground, the entrance to which waa apassageupright and cylindric, andat the top of which was a door or lid.Tbe hinges were complete, and the lid fitted the apertureperfectly.Trickish boys were often wont to drum on tho ground near acell.Then the spider ascended the passage, raised his portcullis andlookedround. In thofe days the aspsct of the plains was brown andbarren,and that they would ever remain a wilderaess wasan often
repeated prophecy. But in many paits tbe s >il is most rich, and
now the plains are literally sudded with homesteads and piana-tions. At the present- moment thousa ids of acres can be seen ver-
dant with grass and with vaiious crops. From the. road, too, one
can seethe Southern Alps at onceri-ing rugged and majestic to a
vast height above the plai, s. Their sutnmns are yet capped withde^p snows. Bat these are but vestiges ot a last win'ei's mantle,
whichdraped to the base their sides, now dark and tombre. Cora-pared with these mountains, whatare many vaunt d alpineheigths
in oth«r climes? Fr^m Dyer's Pass a fair amount of Governor's
bay, withits generally smooth wat^is, rugged outlines and numerousinlets and poi'rs, can be saen. fhe road down to the Bly is verysteep, but not much more than a mile long. Near the Pass there issome bush, but the trees in it are small, yet they are native trees,
and none are fairer. A re'urn to Chnstchurch by the steam launch
and train terminated a pleasant excursion.

SHAND'S TRACK.

London,October 28.
The election atBrighton last Friday was the exception that proves
the rule of a general tendency towards the endorsementof Mr.Glad-
stone's Home Rule policy. Toe contest was to fill the seat made
vacant by thedeath of Sir Win, Tindal Robertson, Conservative. Mr.Loder, the Unionst candidate, received 7,132 votes, and Mr. Peel,
Gladstonian, 4,625. Sir Wm. TimUl Robertson wa9 elected in Novem-
ber,1886, wiihjutopp>-iiion, but in the previous election the Con-
servativecandidate received 5,963 votes, and ihe Home Rule candi-
date, 2,633.

Compared with the election of 1886, the figures arecomf irting
enough, btciuse the Liberal p"ll has increa'ed by 2,000 votts, as
against a Tory ii crease of 1,100, and the Tory mnjoiity has r.eea
pul ed down irom 3,500 to 2,2i>0. But it is no use disguising the fact
that, the general election ot 1885 wmch, there being no Home Rul-j
q lestion to divide the pir.y,resulted in the return ot a (Jonstrvative
ui.jjiit)Ol 2,100, sthc realcriterion, and by that the Brighton result
is not so satisfactory. The figmes show that about 300 Liber ils have
desertei their leader. Of these 100 vo'ei lor the Toiy ciudidat j,and
the remainder abstained al'o£( ther. Bitth > election has proved that
the nuuitnrof Liber ils still alienated by H ime Rule at Biighton is
proportionatelymuchsanlerUwin was thecase ihroughou the country
in 1886, when pirty de-iertions raiSJtl the Cons-^rvat ye majority
of 2,100 to a Toi) -Urionist majorny of over 3,200 It is evident,
thcretore, that the flawing tide, it ithas notsubmerged Brighton,bas
at any rate touche1 it. But, cf course, the Liberals require tor a
complete victorysimply to winback theseats lost in 1886 ihiough tha
Home Rule schism, and Biighton wasnot one of these.

Mr.Gladstone made apowerful speech at Souihport on the pre-
vious Wednesday, before a crowded house. He reviewed the Liberal
party during the past twenty-one year-*. Hj ptida tribute to the
laudable auxiety of the Powers to po'tpone aEuropean crisis. He
rtferred to the Cretan question as a formidable menace to the peace
of Europe. He ciincised at length the Government's work, and
claimed thatall its useful measures were liberal. He made a point
by declaring thatthe.principlesof the dock-3tnkers,appliedto tenants
and tiadesmea in Irelani, would havebeen peual He was toucued
by the election gains, and be ieved that if they could c id the Sep-
tenuial Act ani appe.pl to the peopleto-morrow the verdict would be
in favour of theLiberals aud justice to Ireland.

The bulk of the speech wasdevoted to Irish grievances. He said
that thenecessity of the continued proclaiming of new districts was
evidenceof the failure of the coercion po'icy,and declared that the
crime rate w<*s now ihe s-ame as in1884, when, in order tosecure tha
support of the Parnelhtes, the Tories declared that coercioa was no
longer necessary.

Mr. Gladstone said he was unable to lay before his hearers a
scheme of liberal policy for the tuture beyond the outlines already
wellknown.

(From anoccasional Correspondent.)
OnThursday evening last the quietness of the Track, was somewhat
disturbed by a stampede to theWheatsheaf Hotel where asupper wa9given to the genial teacher of the Catholic school, Mr.John Farrell,previousto his departure for Geraldine. Piiva'ebusiness compelled
Mr. Parrell to tender his resignation to the school committee onTuesday evening. Immediately steps were taken to make seme
recognition of one whohad so many friendsduiing his Bhort stay here.The gatheringincluded menof different shadesof opinionand wasone
that shall longbe remembered on the Track. Inproposing the toast ofthe evening, the chairman in the courseofhis remarksalluded to Mr.Farrell as a gentleman whohad won golden opinions from every one
with whomhe camein contact, and during the 18 months he. hadbeen incharge of the school had given universal satisfaction to the
parents of children. During this time he had established a large
circle of friends by his courteous and patnotic disposition. He feltcertain Mr. Farrell was tbe sort of a young man who would makehismark in the world, no matter in what sphere he was placed, andconcluded by hoping thathe would be as successful in his newunder-taking as he was in the last. The toast was drank with musicalhonours. Toast followed toast andsong, until the small hours had
crept in after which the company dispersed, having spent a veryenjoyable evening. Mr. Farrell goes to join the ranks of theBonifaces and probably the Benedicts. Iforsot to mention that theRev.Father CLervier occupied the chair, buthad to leaveearly.

Pakeha,

ST. CANICE'S SCHOOL, WESTPORT.

At the conclusion of the examination of this school (says the West-
port Star) the Inspector, the Rev. Father Goggan, made someremarks. He aaid:

—
Although in some subjects, such as history the

answering is rather weak,still a decided improvementonlast exami-
nation was shown. Grammar and geography, weak before, weie now
considerably above the average,while arithmetic, composition, dicta-tion, and spelling, reading, catechism, and writing were very good.Among the junior children, the reading, dictation, tables, and wiit-
ing were verygood,other subjects fair. He wasmuch pleased with
the good conduct of the children, especially their obedience to theteachers,andtleir desire topass in their different standards. Inany
cases of failure, he attributed the cauEe to irregular attendnnce.
When it was taken into consideration that the whole of the children
on the roll werepresented for examination, irrespectiveofregular or
irregular attendauce, he considered the per centage of passes verysatisfactory. Itwould, of course, be made higher if those only were
expected topass who hadmade at least half the possiblenumber of
attendances within the year, wbic'i is the custom in public schools
Ab is usual in other places there are some parents who are neversatisfied. He as anexaminer wasnot known to over-rate teachers'■ad pupilß* work,but in the case of this school,parentshadnoreason

A revolution broke out recently in Guatemala, Central America,
and endedon October 30 in the defeat of the rebels, followed by the
execution of their leaders.

New postage stamps put in circulation in Spain contain a bust
of Alfonso 2C111., the three-year-oldking.

In crossing the English Channel from Folkestone to Boulogne,
recently, says a correspondent of the Pilot"), the Rev. Patrick A.
Stanton, D.D.,of St. Augustine's, Philadelphia, thenon his way to
Rome toattend the general assembly of Augustinians, was in the
steamer on which Mr.aad Mrs Gladstone travelled on their way to
Paris. Toward tbe endof the journeyDr. Stanton entered into con-
versation with Mr.Gladstone, andhighly praisedthe great andnoble
work which the Btate*>man has so vigorously undertaken,expressing
tbehope that he might see it brought to a successful termination.
Mr.Gladstone, in moat gracious words, thanked Dr. Stanton, saying
that years were now pressingon him, but that it would be a great
consolation to him to live to see the work of justice accomplished.
On Dr.Stanton's referring to the warm andaffectionatewelcome Mr.
Gladstone would receive should he visit the United State*, the latter
said that he was well aware of the kindly feelings that generous
nation had towardshim, and thathe had frequently received pressing
invitations togo, but thatbis age andengagements didnotallow him
to availhimself of them. Dr. Stantonexpressed his opinion that, in
the ordinary course of nature, Mr. Gladstone had still ten yearsof
woikinglife before him ;on which the latter thanked him and
expressed thehope that itmight be givenhim to see the happy com-
pletionof the work of justice toIreland,and of bringing abouta true
and heartfelt union between her people and the people of England.
The interviewbetween the priost and the statesman waamost satis-
factory toboth,
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to be discontented. He had examinelinsecular knowledge strictly
in accordance with the Hyllabus set foith for Btate Schools in New
Z aland, and had selected the questions from those recently givenby
the Inspectors.

Tne examinationoccupied two days, during which 147 children
wereexamine1. On the evening of the second day the report waa
read in ihe piesence of a 1-irgo number of visitors.

Summaty.-IV.V. and VI. Standards showinepercentageobtained
in each subj.ct— X glish r-'.mpo-ition. 97 5; anthuae ie, 75 6;
reading, 92 ;grammar, 68 8; geography, 68-5; dictation and
spelling, 100 :history, 414 ;catechism, 75-6 writing,100. Average
on tbe whole 80 per cc it.Standards II[, and lll.— Preparatory class— Reading 95 per
cent;spelling, 666 pur cent ;cop\ing, 7b'9 per cent ; tables. 846per cent. Standards.— Keating, 100 per cent; spelling. 86 5 per
cent; dictation, ]0 ) per cent; tables, 818 p<T cent; anthmeiic, 64
per cent;wriiing. 98 5 percent ;grammar,789per cent;geography,
78 9 per cent ;catechism, 63 6 per cent.

13


