
11 Sir,— We, the boys of 6t. Mary'sschool,Hokitika,feelproud of
beinghonoured by your visit,and uuite in biddingyoua hearty Cead
mill* Fnttthe."" Itgivesus great joy tosee how,every day, success is attending
theHome Bule movement,and that the claims of Ireland are findingmoreand moie favourin themindsof the peopleof Great Britain andtha colonies ; and we hope, that ina sboit time, Ireland will have
her Nationalparliamentaghia in College Gree w"' A-ltbought not beingprivileged toclaim Irelandas the land ofonrbirth,wehope that the love tor our forefathers'country will grow
■tronginourheans as weadvanceinyears,and tuat weshall yetbeableto assist the dear old land inher struggles."" We trust that your appeal to thete Australasian colonies for
■npport for theEvicted Tenant'sFund will be respondedto with thatliberality whichso worthy an objectdeserves."

Wishing you God-speed anda safe return to jour nativelanddear friends,— We remaiugratefully yours, tbepupils of St. Mary's
icbool, Hokitika. O. Sellers, J. Daly, T. Dolan, Gerald Dee WO'Biien,LegerGribben.

'
Mr Dilloninreply thanked the children for theirkindaddresseswhichhe considered had been remarkably well read. It gave himvery»inceje pleasureto find that thechildrenof Hokitikawere bein*brought op inCatholic Schools, where the hiitory of their racewould

receivedue attention. He regretted that it wasnot in his power torepay tlwit kindness,or to adequately show tne senseof the obliga-
tion he was under for their kind expressions towards him, and forthepleasure their excellent choruses had givenhim. The only re-
turn he could make,and as the day was gloriously fine,he wouldintercedewith their goodBoy.Mother foraholiday. Mr.Mandlalso
"xpxeuedhis great pleasure inbeingpresent,andseeing the happy
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author,and he possesses toognat a love for somewhat meaningless ialliteration, and ia occnionally anneo s«rily taytt c*l, but on thewhile,thelittlevolume it n>t without considerable merit f otn a
Hte»*ry point of view. Considering the mighty theme which betreated, the wor.derperhapsis not thatBir JoanBarrowdidnot suc-ceedbetter,bat thathe succeeded so well.

THE IRISH NATIONAL DELEGATES AT
HOKITIKA.

Broiling facis ofso many children. Ha was sure that tha peopleofHoki ik<i owe a d.ep debt of gratitude to Rev^Mother aud the
Sisters tor tneir laboursin thd caus*o' cbtrvy and elucation. He
was quite certain that they would lm* remember ihe visit of Mr^Dillon, who wasengtged in the jrreat snuggle fpr the rights ri the
peopleof Irelsnl.audbe hoped.and wassure,that tbehourof triumph
of Mr. Dillon's great object was ath.nd. He concluded by j>jniug
Mr. Pilloa in soliciting a holiday.— ttev Mother not only kindly
agre°d togive oneholiday, but gave two— one for Mr.Dillonandone forMr.Wiliam O'Brien.

Correspondence.
[We arenot responsible for the opinionsexpressed,by"u» Cormpcleat*.]

PARNELL DEFENCE FUND.
TO THE EDITOB N.Z. TABLET.

Sir,
—
Igot a circular from Dunedin some time ago, for the ParaellDefence Fund.Ihave collected a few pounds for it,soIamsending

it to Dunedin to you. Isee thatthe Parnell Defence Fund is
closed ;youcan give it to the IrishDelegatesif youlike, for thepoqr
tenantsin Ireland

—
Iam,etc., P. Fitzcne&axd.Orepuki,December6.

CHRISTCHURCH.

(Fromour own Correspondent.)
Ox Monday, December 3, Mr. D lloaw>s astir pretty evly,notwith-standing, asIamtold, tnathis labourattendinga verylargecorrespon-
dence badextended toa pretty late hour ou Suud ty night. A lit'le
bef' re 10 a.m. his Lord-hip's o-Triage, carrying Ftthers Ouoma;i
and Aubrey, called at Birret 's Hoel qnJ took Mr. D.Ilan ami Sir
Thomas Esmonde to tie Manst Brothers' school. Mr.John Barrett,
chairman of the Buception Committee, accompmiei t»em. Hete
they were met *>y Brother Joseph and taken to a platform nicely
ariansted and dec irated for the occasion, Tna green flag with harp
bung couspicuous among the dispUy. Tbechildren,wearing green
ribbons baling siamrocks and th« m> to 'H*m^ Bile"up n ih-m,
welcomed th^s drleeatis. Masier J. Go/giu verycleverly i«ml ih<*
address,and MasterF. O'Connor pr S'med Mr. Dillou with a purse
containing 10 bovereignc M.ster Falvej presenteda phot jgrapb of
the Marisi teachers

"
whom we love ami who teach us to love Ire*

land." lam sure there are few if aa,v of the coy* of Iris iparents
who hf-ard Air. Dillon's reply will ever fcget that they are Irish.
The address which was on vellum and beautiful y engrossed andilluminated, was done by the Meters of tie onveu'. After the
Brotheis wereintroducedto the delegatesanadjournment wasmavie
to t c Conve t school.

All sp'ak in praise of the artistic and appropriate mannerin
which the largestudy ballhad been d-orated. Thjaddress, which
washere presented,was a gem of itskind. Itwasbeautifully illu-
minatedandband-paintedonporcelain. Itwasread by MiSiJdeEvedy,
The Messrs. Walsh and O'ilally presented a handsomely-workedpurse containing15 soveieigns, the gift of the pupils. Ishould add
that the address wanmounted inagreen plush trime and fineiin a
case made of New Zealand woods by ftlr. G. Oronin. Mr. Dilon'i
repiy was somewhat ia the same strain as that to the boys. At
both the boys and the Convent schools Sir Thomas Uiumo ide spoke
andoneach occasion did not forget to ask for a holiday, whichwas
granted.

On Tuesday Sir Thomas Esmonde droveby wayof Sumner to
Lyttelton, wherehe wasthe guest of the Bay.FatherLaverty. Paher
O'Donnell ofDarneldaccompaniedhim. Lvt letun on fuesday night
did its duty. Sir Thdmaa Esmonde addressed a most successful
meeting. About £70 Wns collected in thehall. Taking into account
the sma lnesß of tne Iribhpopuhtionof the Port this, indeed, wasa
most creditable amoua, it sp;aks well for the people,for the com*
mictee inpar icular, and for Father Layer y,most especially for the
courage with which be undertook to getit up,and the exerti ns in
the cause which be used a 1 along. T c address presentedby Father
Laverty wasthe work of Miss tfaber of Ly tt<lto i. Itwas handsomely
illuminated on vellumand bordered wi.h shamrocks ivgreen. The
whole thing wasset in. the lorm of a shield, it wasmuch praised by
all. Port is to be congratulated in having a local artist who can
turnout such work. At ihe conclu<ion of Sir Thomas Eamonae'S
address a motion expressiveof sympathy with thepeopleof Ireland
and their leaders inihe (greatstruggle was proposed,and ina telling
>md eloquentspeech seconded by Brother Joseph, he congratulated
thenew Mayor in being wherea Mayor should be, presidingover a
meetingof his people.

Yesterday, Sunday afternoon, fhe remains of the lale Mr.John
Conway were interred in the Catholic cemetery at Baogiora. The
relatives and a large number of friends followed the hearse fromChmtchurch, and many joined theprocession betweenKniapoi and
Bangiora. At Southbrook the cortege was m>t by about fifty Odd-
fellows belonging to the Woodend Lodge, of which the deceased was
a member, and Bingiora Lodge. At the cemetery a very large
number of people bad collected to show their sympathy with the
bereavedfamily. The Bey. FatherO'cJonnor officiated.

Oar esteemedcontemporary, the IrishAmerican,of New York,
calls attention to the unwaryconfessionof theLondoncorrespondent
of theNew YorkHerald,who siynshimself "A Member of Parlia-
ment," that the sourceof his informationonrecent Irishaffairs was"

Bed Jim
" McDermott, the notorious informer. Itit anadmission

worthrecording,— Pilot,

TbiIrishenvoys, whileprosecuting thf-ir laborious and self-sacri-
flcing mission* have devoted a large part of thtir scant leisure in
encouraging: "he workof various religious andcharitableinstitutions.AiKumaraMr.Dilionvisitedi*eCath'.licschools, wherethechildren,
under the carecf tbeSistersof Mercy,presentedandsangsome r-ally
excellentchoruses. The dicorations and devices of tbe suho^lroom
atoooe testifiedto tbep*Uio<ism of bothteacher* andpupils. Ferns,
flowers, ivy,and evexgreens,amngid in a manner emblematicalof
the feinerttld Isle,drewfromMr. Dillonaod from tbe other visitors
expressionsof admiration. At Boss Sir Tnomas G.Esmondevisitedtbeschool, which is also conductedby theSisters of Mercy. Similar
ewe and tastehad been expended upon the decorations, and the
patrioticchoruses weregivea with a like spirit and precision.

At11 o'clock onTuursdnyfMr.Dilloo visited St. Columbkille'R
Convent. Hokuika* Amongst tbe other visitors were Rev. FathersMartin, Carew, Bowtre, and O'HalUfyro, J. Mandl, Eeq,Mayor,
Messrs. Daly, ttyao,Horgan, Dee. Inorder to spare Mr. " illon tbe
fitigue of visiting St. Mary'sboys school the boys wereussemb edin
St.Jos-ph'sSchool class-room at tne convent. A glance at the room
was sufficient to oonvince one of the nationalistic tendencies
of the Sisters. Patnti gs of tbe Irish leaders and of tbeOra,d Old Man, mottoes, devices, fl>ral, fern, and evergreen
dtcotaiijus showed at or ce that ihe preparations were a labour
of love. Even United Irelandand the Weekly Freemancontributed
theirquota towerusme generaleffect, aud piovid tbut

"
Tue PUn

"
found earnestand able defenders within the precinctsof ttt.Columb-
kille'e. The children woie white and gold sashes, upon which
were written inlarge green letters tbe words

"
Home Rule." "

God
saveIreland," and other national airs were sung in excellent time,
after which the following address wasreal by Miss Daisy Moller :

""Dear Mr.Dihon,— You ar<j welcome ahundred thousand times
amongst us, and we ft el f*r more deeply thanour child^h words can
express,the great honour you havedoae us invieiung our school to-
day.

""Our hearts go out inardent lovia? gratitude to you whenwe
remember who you are, what you represent, and why you are here
to-'i y on tnia distant snore, so far fromholy, faithful Ireland thai
youlovebo *ell."' We know wbo youare— Ah, yes, worthy son of an illustrious
and patrioticsire; yuurepre* nt the gallaut band, who are s rugg-
ling so nobly for lieland's Nationality, and you arehere to-day, on
behalf of our oppie-s-id and suffjrm* couotry-people, who^ causeyou havebo ably championed and far whicnyou havesuffered so
much."We havenot had the honour,sir, of having been born in the
beautiful Isiaudof Saints bat is itnot the country iof our beloved
parents andmartyred auceßtors 1 And mty we not claim to love it
with anaffection almost equal to theirs? We fanoy we hear you
encouragiugus tocherishibis affection for thebeautiful land of our
foiefatheis, and we thank you inanticipation for your kind and
valuable sympathy.

11 la conclusion, let as assure you, dear Mr. Dillon, that our
prayers wi.' be daily offered for you, and the objects so dear to your
and our hearts, the establishment of our kindred in that beautiful
land which baa been wateiei by their teaia and blood, andihe com-
plete andspeedy acknowledgmentof dear IrelandV nationality."Signed on behalfof the pupils of the Hokitika and Kanieriichools by Daißy Moller, Lilly Daly, Bsssie Murray, Mary Bourke,
LizzieBurna.

Master Leger Gribbennextreadanaddressfrom St.Mary's boyß
ichool asfollow* :—

MTo JohnDulon,Bi-q., M.P.
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