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author, and he possesses too great
sliiteratfon, and is occasionaliy annge swmrily myit ¢4, but oo the
while the iiule volume is o4 wmithoat coasiderable merit f om &
Yiterary point of view, COonsidering 1ha mighty theme wbich be

4 love for somewhat meaninglo-s

treated, the 'wondar perhaps is not that 8ir Joan Barrow did not snc-.

oced better, bat that he succeeded so well,

THE IRISH NATIOVAL DELEGATES AT
HOEITIKA,

.

THE Irish envoys, while prosecating their laborions and self-sacri-
ficing mission, have devoled a larga part of their scant leisure in
encoursging the work of varioun religions aad chantable institations,
A Eamarn Mr. Dilion visited the Cath-licschonls, where the chiidren,
under the care <f the Bisters of Mercy. presented and sang eoma really
kxcellent charuses. The decorations and devices of 1be schouiroom
at cpon testified to the patiiotism of both teachers sud pupils. Feros,
flowers, ivy, and evergreens, atring:d in & manner embiematical of
the lwerald Iele, drew from Mr. Dillon aod from the other visitors
expresions of admirarion. At Ross Sir Tuomas (. Esmoade visited
the school, which is also condncted by the Sisters of Mercy, Simtlar
cara aod taste had been expended upon tie decorations, and the
patriotic chioruses were given with a like spirit and precision,

At 11 o'clock on Tuursday, Mr, Dillon visited St, Columbkille's
Couvent, Hokjiika, Amonget the other visitora were Rev. Fathers
Martin, Catew, Howers, and O'Hallahao, J. Msndl, Keq, Mayor,
Messre. Daly, Kyan, Horgan, Dee. In order to spare Mr, : illon the
Eitigne of visiting Bt. Mary's bovs school the buys were assemb ed in
Bt. Jos-ph's dehool class-room at the convent. A glanew at the room
was sufficient 10 convinee one of 1he pationslistic tendeucics
of tbe disters, Painti go of tbe Irish leaders and of the
Gra.d Old Man, moitoes, devices, fliral, farn, and evergreen
decoralivas showed at ovce that 1he preparati- nd were a labour
of love. Hven United Ireland and the Weekly Freemar contributed
their quota towsraa the guneral eff-ct, and pioved that ¥ Toe Plsn ™
found esrneat and able defenders within the precinets of 56, Columb-
kilie's. The childrexr wore white and goid sashes, upon which
were written in large green letters the words ** Howe Rule.” * Gud
save Ireland,” and uther navional airs wera sung in excellent time,
after which the following address was real by Miss Daisy Moller :—

» Dear Mr. Dilion,—You sro welcums a hundred thou~and times
amooygst us, and we [ el far moredeeply <han our childi-h words can
express, the great hunour you have dode us in visiung our school ty-

¥ “Qur bearts go out in srdent Joving gratitude to you when we
remember who you are, what you represent, and why you are here
to-1 y oo this distant shore, so far from holy, faithful Ireland that
you love 5o nell,

“ We know wbo you are-—Ah, yes, worthy son of an illustrious
and patiiotic sire; yio repres nt the galiaut band, who are s rugg-
ling ko nobiy for lieland’s Nationality, asd you are here to.dsy, on
bebalf of our oppre-s:d and wufi:nur country-people, whoe catse
you baveso ably championed and for which you have suffered so
much.

“ We have not had the honour, sir, of baving been bora in the
beautifnl Igiand of Bawnia bub is it not the country!of our beloved
parents and martyred aucestors? And maiy we not cluim to love it
with ap affccuon Almost equal to theire? We fanoy we hear you
encouragsg us to chezish thie affection for the beautitul land of our
forefathers, and we thaok yon in anticipation fur year kind and
valuable sympatny.

*In conclusion, let we assure you, dear Mr. Dillon, that our
prayers wil' be daily offered for you, and the objects so dear 3o your
and our bearts, the establishment of our kindred in that beautirm!
land which haa been waleiel by their tears and bloed, and rhe cuom-
plete and speedy ackoowledgment of dear Iroland’s nationality,

» Bigned oo bebalf of the pupila of the Hokitika and Kagieri
achools by Daisy Moller, Lilly Daly, Bessie Murrsy, Mary Bourke,
Lizzie Buroa,

Master Leger Gribben next read an address from St. Mary's boys
tchool as follows :—

# To Juhn Dulon, E-q,, M.P.

" 8ir,—We, the boys of St, Mary’s schoo), Hokitika, feel proud of
being hononred by your visit, and uvite in bidding you a hearty Cead
mille Failthe.

' 1t gives ug great joy to ses bow, every day, success 18 attending
the Home Rule movement, and that the claima of [reland are finding
more and more favour in the minda of the people of Great Britamn and
the colonies ; and we hope, that in a shuit time, Ireland will have
her Natiopal parliament sguin in Uollege Greo 1.

¢ Althought nov being privileged to elaim Ireland as the land of
otr birth, we bope that the love tor our fur-fathers' couatry will grow
gtrong in our hearis as we advance in years, and toat we shall yet be
able to assist the dear old land in her strugyles,

** We trust that your appeal to thece Anstralasian colonies for
suppor: for the Kricted Tenaal's Fund will be responded to with that
liberality which so worthy an objeot desarves,

“ Wishing you God-speed and a safe return to your pative land
denr frieuds,——We remain gratefully yours, the pupila of Kt. Mary's
school, Hokitika. O, Bellers, J. Daly, T. Dolan, Gerald Des, W,
O'Biien, Leger Gribben,

Mr Dillon inreply thanked the children for their kind addreeses,
which be considered bad been remarkably well read, It pgave him
very since:e pleasure 1o find that the children of Hokitika were being
brought up in Uatholie Schools, where 1he history of their race would
receiva due aitention. He regrettad that it was not in hia power to
repay their kiadoess, or to adequately show the sense of the obliga-
ticn he was under for their kind expressions towards him, and for
the pleasure their excellent choruses had given him. The only re-
turn he could make, and as the duy was glorionsly fine, he wonld
intercede with their good Rev. Mother fora holiday, Mr, Mandl also
sxpressed hia greas pleasure in being present, and seeing the happy,

i amiling facm of 5o many ebildr'n, Ho was sare that tha prople of

Hoki ikn owe a d-ep dent of gratitude to Rev. Mother avd the
Bisters for their labours in the caus: of churi'y aad e lucatioa, He
waa quite certain that they would l'nz rememb:r the wisit of Mr,
Dallnn, who was engxged in the pruat stioggle for the rights of the
prople of Irelon |, aud be hoped. and was sure, that tha hour of tricaph
of Mr. Dillon"s great obj:ct was at h.nd, He concladed by i doiog
Mz, Dilloa in soliciting » holiday.~Bev Mother not only kindly
agre=d to give one holiday, but gave two—one for Mr. Djllon and
ooe fur Mr, Wil.iam (' Brien,

Torre

{Wo are not rosponsible for the oplnions expredssd, by sur Gorrespe lente.]
— e —

PARNELL DEFENCE FUND.

TO THE EDITOR N.Z. TABLET,
8ir,—I got a ¢ircular from Dunedin some time ago, for the Parnell
Defence Fund, I have collected a few pounds for it,s0 I am sending
it to Duaedin to you. [ see thatthe Parne!ll Defence Fand is
closed ; you cap give it to the Irigh Delegates if you like, for 1he poor
tenants 1o Ireinnd —{ am, ete,, P. FITZGZEALD,
Orepuki, December 6,

CHRISTCHURCH.
——.——_
(From our own Correspondent.)

Ox Yonday, December 3, Mr, D lloa w8 astir pretty early, notwith-
standing, as [ am told. that his labour attending a very Inrge correspons
dence bad extended to 8 prutly late hour ou Buud.y night, A litrle
befiro 10 a.m. his Lord-hip'a o.rriage, carryiag Fothers Cumm s
and Anbrey, called at Burret s Ho el sand took Me, Dillog aud. Sic
Thomas Esmonde to tre Marst Brothers' school, Mr. John Barrett,
chsirman of the Reception Committse, accompinied tnem. Hepa
they were met hy Broiher Joseph and taken to a platform picely
arianged and decorated for the occasion, Thz green fag with harp
bung couspicuous among the aleplsay, Toe children, weaiing grean
ribbona baving s1amrocks and the mo to *Hims Rile" up 3 th-m,
welcomed the delegatia. Master J. Gozgin very cleverly 184 the
address, and Master F. O'Conaur pr-s-aied Mr. Dillon with & purse
coutaining 10 wovereigns, M .ster Faivey pres-nted a photgraph of
the Mansy teachers * whom we love and who teach us to lova Ire.
1aud,” I am sure there are few if aay of the noysof Iris, parents
who heard Mr. Dillon's reply will ever lo'get that they are Lrsh,
The address which was on vellum and b:autiful y engrossed and
illuminatet, was done by the misters of the onvenl. After the
Brothers were introduced to the delegates an adjournment was made
to t.e Conve t scheol,

All speak in praise of the artistic and sppropriate manver in
which the large study ball had been decorated, Thaaddress, which
was here presented, was o gem of ite kind. It was beantifully illu-
myhated and hand-painted on potcelsin. It waaread by Miss McEvedy,
lhe Megsrs, Walsh «nd O'Mally presented a bandgomely-worked
purse containiog 15 soveieizns, the gift of the pupils, I rhould add
that tbe addrees was mounted in a green plush Irime and ficte! in a
case made of New Z:aland wooda by ®r. . Cronin. Mr, Dilon's
repry was somewhat in the same strain as 1hat to the boys, At
both the boye and the Couvent schools Sir Thomas Ksmo de spoke
aud on each occasion did oot forget to ask for a holiday, which was
granted,

On Tuesday 8ir Thomas Esmonde drove by way of Bumner to
Lyttelton, where he was the gnest of the R:v, Father Laverty. Fa ber
' Donnell of Darficid accompanied him. Lyt leton on I'nesday night
did ite duty. 8ir Thomas Eamonde addressed a most suocessfal
meeting. About £70 wss coliected in the hall, Taking into account
the sma Iness of toe Irish populstion of the Port this, indeed, was a
most creditable amoun , it sp:aks well for the peopls, for tbe com-
miitee in par icilar, and for father Laver:y, most eapeciaily for the
courage with which he ondertook to get it up, and the exerti ns in
the canse which bensed a L along. T e address presented by Fathar
Laverty wae the work of Miss Maber of Littelio1. It was handeomely
illuminated on vellum sad burdered wi.h shamrocks iv green. The
whole thing waa set in the torm of e shield, it was muoch praised by
all. Port is to be congratulated in baving a local artist who caa
turn out such work, At ihe copclu-ion of Sir Chomas Esmonae's
address a motion expressive of sympathy with the peaple ot Ireland
and their leaders in the great struggle was proposed, and in a telling
sud eloquent speech saconded by Brother Joseph, he congratalated
the new Mayor in being where a Mayor should bs, presiding over a
meeting of hia people. Lo

Yesterday, Bunday afteracon, the remains of the late Mr, John
Conway were interred in the Catbolic cemetery at Rangiors. The
relatives sod a large nomber of friends followed the hearse from
Ohristchurch, and many joined the procession between Kniapoi and
Rangiora. At Bouthbrook the corfege was m -t by about fifty Odd-
fallows belong ng to the Woodend Lodge, of which the deceased was
a member, aod Ranplora Lodge. At the cemetery a very large
oumber of people bad collected to show their sympathy with the
bereaved family. The Bev. Father Q'Uonnor officiated,

——————————

Qar esteemed contemporary, the Irish American, of New York,
calls atestion to the unwary confession of the Loadon correspondent
of the New York Herald, who eivns hinkelf “ A Member of  Parlis-
ment,” that the écurce of his information on recent Irish affairs was
" Red Jim " McDermott, the notoricas informer. It is an admission

spondence.

worth recording,—Filot,



