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Smitk snd P. J. Doone, a visitsr from Wellington, who kindly gave
his wematance, (tenors), Mesers. Coriigan and Cantwell (basses ;
Mr. Ward as usual conducted the choir. At the conelusion of
the Gospel a sermon wae preached by the Bishop, whe took
for ue subjec , in particulnr relerence to the unveiling of the picture
of Our Lady of Perpetual 8uccour, the Catholic doctiine of the vener-
ation of pictur¢s asd imaged. On the conclusion of the sermon, the
Mass wes proceeded with, At ihe offertory Mr, Schacht plaved w. &
chaimng ffect, as & violin slmlo, an apyropriate selection from Jam-
pagnoli, an‘i on the terpmination of the Mas the Kev, Dr. Crookhall's
' Te Deum " was rung antiphonally by the choir (f the catbedral and
that of the mltar boys, The Bishop afterwards thanked the choir
and the genilemen ol the orchesrtia who had aided them for therr
valuable serviees, which had done so much to promole the success of
the ceremonies. His Lordship aiso reterred to the presence ov tia
occaeion of a Boman prelate. The Holy Father, he said, bad beea
pleased to recoguise the meritorious services of Archdeacon Coleman
by raising him to the rack of Roman pielates of the firat class after
bighops, with the titie «f the Right Rev. Monsignore Coleman, by
which the people would henceforward be happy to address him, The
congregation, which had been densely crowded, then dispersed, the
out-going voluntary being orchestral.

In the afterncon at 3 p.m. the laying of the corner-stone of the
Dominican cenvent school buildings, and the blessing of the founda.
tions were preformed. The ceremony was attended by & numerous
assembly of people, who took their places on the comcrete fiooring,
now almost completely laid, of the first story. The buildings, on
the plan of Mr. F. W. Petre, with Mr. D. W. Woods as contractor,
begin now to give the passer-by some idea of what they will be
when ecompleted, and the expectation thua foimed is reagonably consi-
derable. The styleis Gothic, and different periods are to be illustrated,
graduating from the wing of 1he convent already standing, to tbe
portion of the building next the cathedral, which will be of blue
stone faced with Oamaru stone, aud is 8o planned s to assorl with
the noble architecture of the church, close to which ita site is placed.
The choir for the occasion was one combined of the priests and nuns,
the members of St. Juseph's choir, and that of the altur boys,and of
the convent pupils,and the singing was particularly fine and devotional,
Under the stonc, which was laid by the Bishop, who also blessad the
building, were placed copies of the Dunedin daily papers and of the
N, Z. TaBLET. His Lordship afterwarda spoke & few words recom-
mendiang the building fund to the assistance of his hearers, He had
he gaid, been given by a gentleman in Ireland & handsome subscrip-
tion, which, together with an instalment of what he himself meant
to give, he would now lay on the foundation stone. As, however, it
had vot been announced thar a collection wonld be made the names
of those desirous of subscribing would be taken down.

In the evening vespers and Benediction of the Most Holy Sacra-
ment were, as usual, celebrated in the cathedral, the Bishop, assisted
by Moosignor Coleman and the priests who had been present in the
forenoon, officiating, The orchestra again gave their aid to the chotr,
and a very bezulifu! voluntary from Beethoven was played by Mr,
Schacht, Mr, P. J, Donn, who poscesses & mellow tenar voice, which
has received carefut cultivation, 81so saag an ¢xpressive *“ 0,8 Jutaris,”
The Bishop, in addressing the congregation, which wasagain densely
crowded, referred to the addreeses presented to him on Tuesday
evening. He had not then bad time, he said, to touch on some of the
poiots alinded to, but had resolved to do so on other occasions, He
would wow dwell on the position of the Papacy. It had become
woree every year duoring the last twenty years, and now the Huly
Father was abandoned by all the Kuropean Gorernments, It wag
sometimes asked why the Pope remained a prisoner in the Vatican,
and the asseriion was made that he was at libeity, if he would, to go
freely abroad, But such was not the cas2, If the Holy Father left
his paiace, he wouid be received with acclamation by his adberents,
who were the most numerous body in the country by tar, He had him-
self lately computed them at 20,000,000, while the partisans of the
revolution were bot 4,000,000, and no one had dared to contradict his
statement, Their rejolcing, however, would enrage the revolutioniats,
and the consequence would be disturbances which the Holy Father
must not do anything to bring about. His Holiness was in truth a
prisocer, and the fact that bis prison was a palace did not serve
much to highten his confivement. He, who, when Archbiskop of
Perugia, bad been used to take dmly exereise in chimbing 1he mouu-
trins was now conficed to a garden of some twenty acrea in extent,
and he felt the difference keenly. It was, again, somctimes asked
why, since the Italian population was Catholic and owned the fran.
chise they did not send members to Parliament pledged to support
the Pope. But the qualifications for electors were high. In Naples,
for example, a city of some four or five hundred thousand people,
there were only about four thensand voters, Again, all the Btates of
Italy were in the hands <f « usurper, and as it was necessary to
take an oath of allegiance to him for the purpose, people refused to
place their names on the electoral liste. The Parliamentary electors,
therefore were controlled by the revoiniioniata, The Most Revw,
speaker was sorry tosay the present occupants of Kome were destroy-
iDg & great many wteresting and venerable monuments of the past,
They wera buildiog & new city and already during their occupancy
the population bad been doubled. The object of thia was to make
the city an impossible one for the Popes, 1If the Pope was restored
to his sovereignty this new population wonld be withdrawa from the
towo, Long streets of noble houses, recently built, would be left
tenantless and 1he conscquences on the trade and commerce of the
place would be disastrous. This was the end which the Italian
Government had bad in iutrodneing the new population drawn from
other parts of Ita'y. Histery repeats itseli—the Pope in the early
ages had to take refuge in the catacombs—and there was no
intermediate position. The Pope must be Sovereign, or he must hide
himeelf in the catacombs. He must be a prisoner, or eeek for safoty
in flight, No one koew how scon the Pope might be obliged to fly.
Yet for 2000 years the Popes had been the benelactorsof Italy, Toer
Temporal Power had been of that duration, and it bad been used for
the good of the country, When the Piedmontese usurped the States

of the Church, they had had no public debt, Now, the public debt
of Italy equalled that of England. It was thus that her great army
and pavy bad been created sud wera waintained. There was no nope
of the restoration of the Pope's sovereigaty by any of the Kuropean
Powers, and, if the Continental Governments had abandoned the Popa,
Eaglund hated him. Eegland had encoursged and brought about the
usurpation of the Temporal Power, and no English 8tatesman of any
party would do anything to aid in its restoration, Aay hoipes that
might be entertained of their doing so were baseless, ‘Toe restoration
of the Pope’s siverzignty, howaver, in Gad’s appointed time, was a
certunty to ba looked forward to. It would be accomplished even if-
a mitaculops interposition were necessiry, Thae Most Rev. preacher
conciuded by asssumng big congregation of the fatherly uff.ction
borne them by the Pope, and exhortiug them to be constant in their
prayera for His Holiness' safety and welfare,

The altar throughout the day was beautifully adorned. In
addition to the usnal festival oroaments, shme fine branch candle.
sticks preseited to the cathedral by the Very Rav, Jamea Canon
Lee of Dublin’ were nsed, whish by their massive and well-designed
shape, and by enabling a largely increased number of candles to be
burned, added greatly to the general effsct. The chief floral adorn-
menta were those in front of the picture of Our Lady of Perpetuoal
Succour. Atecither side was a beautiful vase of ruby glass with a
rich gold pattere, and in the ceatre a bowl of thick clear glass with
raised gold work on the outeide and within a patteru of scattered rose
leaves, Eich vessel contained a weaith of exquieite fiowers—a
quanlity of splendid Maranal Niel roses being particalarly
remarkable. There were also clusters of narcissus, some lovely white
heath, magnificent white pandies with dark centres, cinerariag
auriculas, sud meoy more choce blossoms than we can remember,
The principal place bowever right in the centre wan assigned to a
glorions white clematis flower, The arrangement of thesa flowera
u8 well as the whole appearance of ithe altar reflecled the groatest
puesible eredit on the taste of the Dominican nuns to whom it had
heen committed.

THE SHRINE OF LORETO,

THE Rome correspondent of the Liverpool Catholic Times wriles in
that paper:

1 bave frequently made known to the readera of the Cathalic
Times the public iojustices of the present rulers of ltaly, Itia a
thing that t.e Catholic world should know, and the non-Catholic
world also, 1tis not right that the policy of those who rule Lialy
shonld be carried out by stealth; that the Piedmootese brigands
should be allowed toimpoverish the Roman States at their will and
with impunity, withoul letting the outer world kaow all about it,
If a man 18 & thief and a scoundrel, it is & public duty to dencunce
him ; and the sime is true of Governmenis, But Ithink that of
the many instanees of Italian Governmental misdeels that I have
from time to time made known through the columus of the Catholio
Times, this which I now make known will perhaps shock your readers
most of all, Every Catholic thinks of the Bhrine of Loreto with
affeetion, It is the house where Our Blessed Lady lived ; in which
the Incarnation took place, and the aogelic announcement of it was
male, Since 1t was miraculously transpoited from Dalmatia to
Loreto, it has been a place of pilgrimage Lo all the Catholic world,
Votive offerings have been laid there by popes, emperors, kings,
queens, and by per-ons of all ranks. Theas were almost priceless,
when ut the beginning of the present ceatury Napoleon Bonaparte
invaded Italy, plundered its shrines, and took away to Parig the
gold and giiver volive off:rings, and in fact every article of valne
that he found in the Holy House of Loreto, He afterwards regretted
what he had done, when defeat began to bring bim to his senses.f
But the gold and silver which be had plundered from the 8brine o
Loreto bad already been turoed into money, Ouly two articles
remained of all hi: had taken away, aod thoe he sent back to the
Holy House, and they ars stll to be seen there. But the faithful
still continued to bring their offarings, and during the preseat cen»
tury these have so accumulated that they now fill tse glase-cases
that surround an immeose hall. Amongst them are presanta from
several members of royal bouses, three magmificent chalices {rem
three Popes ; and mavy will be interested to know that the watch of
Daniel O'Cooneil and some objects of piety which he bad are there
also.

The value of the Loreto Treasury can hardiy be estimated. And
these, be it remrmbered, belong to ne nation or authority, ecclesianticsl
or lay. They have been placed there by persons of all nations, and
offcred to Our Biessed Lady. Notwithstanding this, the present
Government 1n Italy regularly take an 1nventory of the latest votive
offerings piven there. There is pot an article in the treasury nor in
the Holy House itself that they have not a registry of, Tuey claim
them ag under their administration and domioion, as they have
cinimed the convents and property of many religious bodies, Now,
everybody knows that Italy 18 sank hopelessly 10 debt. What if a
war comes ! Whoat if the debts increased, snd they must increase?
Does avyone for a moment imagine that conscienceless men lke
Signor Crept would for a moment hesitate to do what Napolan did?
And yet thie is the precise position in which the votive offerings of
the faithful thronghont the world are placed.

——————im

The learned Jesuit, Father Cesare Deeura, ia to repreeent the
Sacred (ongregation de Propaganda F.de at the coming Orieatsal Con-
gress st Slockholm, He wili present to the Congress a nomber of
works bearing on Orientsl studies recently published by the Propa-
ganda Press.

The Voce della Verita, Catholic journal of Rome, relating the
result of Mr, (’Brien's actiou against Lord Balisbury for defamation
of character, when the court gave judgment that * Lord Salisbury
had not gone bayond the limits of legitimate polemics,” adds perti-
nently : “ Beautiful legitimacy, which allows one to call his adversary
& thief |



