
The altar throughout the day was beautifully adorned. In
addition to theusual festival ornaments, some fine branch candle*
sticks prpseited to the cathedral by the Very Bfiv. James Canon
Lee of Dublin' wereused, wbishby their massive and well-designed
shape,and by enabling a largely increased number of candles tobe
burned,addedgreatly to the general effect. The chief floral adorn-
ments were those in frontof tbe picture of Our Lady of Perpetual
Succour. Ateither side wasa beautiful vase of ruby glass with a
rich gold pattern, and in the centre a bowlof thick clear glass with
raised gold workon the outside and withinapatternof scatteredrose
leaves. Eich vessel contained a wealth of exquisite flowers

—
a

quantity of splendid Marshal Niel roses being particularly
remarkable. There werealso clusters ofnarcissus, somelovely white
heath, magnificent white pansies with dark centres, cinerarias
auriculas,and many more choice blossoms than we canremember.
The principal place however right in the centre was assigned toa
glorious white clematis flower. The arrangementof these flowers
as well as the whole appearance of the altar reflected tbe greatest
posbible crediton the tasteof tbe Dominican nuns to whom ithad
been committed.

THE SHRINE OF LORBTO.
The Rome correspondentof the Liverpool Catholic Times writes in
thatpaper:
Ihave frequently made known to ths readers of the Catholic

Times thepublic injustices of thdpresent rulers of Italy. Itis a
thing that t ie Catholic world should know, and the non-Catholic
worldalso. Itis not right that the policy of those who rule Italy
should be carried out by stealth ; that tne Piedmontese brigandß
shouldbe allowed to impoverish the Roman States at their will and
with impunity, without letting the outer world know all about it.
Ifa man is h thief and a scoundrel, it is a public duty to denounce
him ;and the B*me is true of Governments. But Ithink that of
the many instances of Italian Governmental misdeeia that Ihave
from time to time made known throngh the columns of the Catholic
Times, this whica Inow make known willperhapssbxck yourreaders
most of all. Every Catholic thinks of the Shrine of Loreto with
affection. Itis the house where Our Blessed Lady lived;in which
theIncarnation took place, and the angelic announcement of it was
male. Since it was miraculously transpotted from Dalmatia to
Loreto, ithas been a place of pilgrimage to all the Catholic world.
Votive offerings have been laid there by popes, emperors, kings,
queens, and by persons of all ranks. Ihesa were almost priceless,
when at the beginning of the pre*ent century Napoleon Bonaparte
invaded Italy, plundered its shrines, and took away to Paris the
gold and Buyer votiveofferings, and in fact every article of valne
that he foundin the Holy House ofLoreto. He afterwards regretted
what he had done, when defeat began to bring him to his senses.f
But the gold and silver whichhe hid plunderedfrom the Shrine o
Loreto had already been turned into money. Oulj two articles
remained of all he: had taken away,and tho^e he sent back to the
Holy Houfle, and they are still to be seen there. But the faithful
still continued to bnug their offarings, and during the presentcen-
tury these have so accumulated that they now fill toe glass-cases
that surround an immense hall. Amongst them are presents from
several members of royal houses, three magnificent chalices from
three Popes ;and many will be interested toknow that tbe watchof
Daniel O'Connell and some objectsof piety whica he hadare there
also.

The valueof the Loreto Treasury can hardly be estimated. And
these,be itremembered,belongtononationor authority,ecclesiastical
or lay. They have beenplaced there by persons of allnations, and
offered to Our Blessed Lady. Notwithstanding this, the present
Government inItalyregularly take an inventoryof the latest votive
offerings given there. There is not an article in the treasury nor in
theHoly House itself that they havenot a registry of. They claim
them as under their administration and dominion, as they have
claimed the conventsand property of many religious bodies. Now,
everybodyknows that Italy is sunk hopelessly ia debt. What if a
war comes? Wnat if the debts increased, and they must increase?
Does anyone for a moment imagine that conscienceless men like
Signor Cnspi would fora moment hesitate to do what Napole>n did?
And yet this is the preciseposition in which the votive offeringsof
the faithful throughout the worldare placed.

Smith endP. J. Dunne, a visitor from Wellington, who kindly gave
his MPsistance, (tenors), Messrs. Conigan and Cantwell (basses ;
Mr. Ward as usual conducted the choir. At the conclusion of
the Gospel a sermon was preached by the Bishop, who took
for bis subjec,in particulHr reference to theunveiling of the picture
of Our Lady ofPerpetual Succour, the Catholicdoctrineof the vener-
ation of picturf8 aod images. On the conclusion of the sermon, the
Mass was proceeded with. At the offertory Mr. Hchacht played w; ii
chaimmg (ffect, as a violin s >10, an appropriate selection from Oam-
pagnoli, an-1 on the teimination of tbe Mas-* the Key.Dr. Ciookhall's"Te Deum

"
wsb sung antiphonally by the choircf the cathedral and

that of the altar boys. Ihe Bishop afterwards thankod the choir
and the gentlemen ot the oichentia who had ailed them tor their
valuable services, whichhad done so much topromote the success of
tbe ceremonies. His Lordship also referred to the presence op tae
occasion of a Roman prelate. The Holy Father, he said, bad been
pleasedtorecogui«e the meritorious services of Archdeacon Coleman
byraising him to therank of Roman prelatesof tbe first class after
bishops,with the title cf the Right Rev. Monsignore Coleman, by
which the peoplewouldhenceforward be happy to address him. The
congregation, which badbeen densely crowded, then dispersed,the
out-going voluntary being orchestral.

Intheafternoon at 3 p.m. the laying of the corner-stoneof theDominican convent schoolbuildings, and theblessing of the founda-
tions were preformed. The ceremony was attended by a numerous
assembly of people, whotook their places on the concrete flooring,
nowalmost completely laid, of the first story. The buildings, on
theplan of Mr.F. W. Petre, with Mr. D. W. Woods as contractor,
begin now to give the passer-by some idea of what they will be
when completed,and theexpectationthus foimed isreasonably consi-
derable. Tbestyle isGothic, anddifferentperiodsaretobe illustrated,
graduating from the wing of the convent already standing, to the
portion of thebuilding next the cathedral, which will be of blue
stone faced withOamaru stone, and is so plannedas to assort with
the coble architectureof tbe church, close to which its site is placed.
The choir for the occasion wasonecombined of the priestsand nuns,
themembers of St. Joseph'schoir,and thatof the altar boys,and of
the convent pupils.and the singing wasparticularly fineanddevotional.
Under tbe stone, which waslaid by tbe Bishop, whoalso blessed the
building, were placed copies of the Dunedindailypapers and of the
N. Z. Tablet. His Lordshipafterwards spoke a few words recom-
mending thebuilding fund to the assistance of his hearers. Hebad
he said, been givenby a gentleman in Irelanda handsome subscrip-
tion, which, together with an instalment of whathe himself meant
to give,he would now lay on the foundation stone. As, however, it
had not been announced thar a collection would be made the names
of those desirous of subscribing would be takendown.

In tbe evening vespers and Benediction of the MostHoly Sacra-
ment were,as usual, celebrated iv thecathedral, theBishop, assisted
by Monsignor Coleman and thepriests who had been present in the
forenoon, officiating. The orchestra againgave their aid to the choir,
anda very beautiful voluntary from Beethoven was played by Mr.
Schacht. Mr. P.J. Dunn, who poseesses amellow tenorvoice,which
hasreceivedcareful cultivation, also sangan expressive "O,SWutariß."
Tbe Bishop,in addressing the congregation, which wasagain densely
crowded, referred to the addresses presented to him on Tuesday
evening. He had not thenhad time, he said,to touch on some of tbe
points alluded to, but hadresolved to do so on other occasions. He
would now dwell on the position of the Papacy. It had become
worße every year during the last twenty je»rs, and now theH_>ly
Father was abandoned by all tbe EuropeanGovernments. It was
sometimes asked why the Pope remained a prisoner in the Vatican,
and the assertion was made thathe was at libeity, if he would, togo
freely abroad. But such was not the cassi. If the Holy Father left
his palace,he would be received with acclamation by his adherents,
who were themost numerousbody in thecountry by tar. He hadhim«
self lately computed them at 20,000,000, while the partisans of tbe
revolution werebut 4,000,000, andno one had dared tocontradict his
statement. Their rejoicing,however, wouldenrage the revolutionists,
and the consequence wouldbe disturbances which the Holy Father
must not do anything tobring about. His Holiness was in truth a
prisoner,and the fact that his prison was a palace did not serre
much to lighten his confinement. He, who, when Archbishop of
Perugia, had beenused to take daily exercise in climbing ihe moun-
tains wasnow confined to a garden of some twenty acres in extent,
andhe felt the difference keenly. It was,again, sometimes asked
why,since theItalian population wasCatholic and owned tbe fran-
chise they did not send members to Parliament pledged tosupport
thePope. But the qualifications for electors werehigh. InNaples,
for example, a city of some four or five hundred thousai<dpeople,
there wereonly about four thousand voters. Again, all tbe States of
Italy were in the hands cf « usurper, and as it was necessary to
take an oath of allegiance tohim for tbe purpose, people refused to
placetheir nameson the electoral lists. The Parliamentary electors,
therefore were controlled by the revolutionists. Tbe Most Rev.
speakerwassorry tosaythe present occupants of Home weredestroy-
ing a greatmany luteresting and venerable rronuments of thepast.
They were buildiDg a new city andalready during their occupancy
the population had been doubled. The object of this was to make
the city an impossibleone for the Popes. If the Pope wasrestored
to his sovereignty this new populationwouldbe withdrawn from the
town. Long streetsof noble houses, lecently built, would be left
tenantless and the consequences on the trade and commerce of the
place would be disastrous. This was the end which the Italian
Government hadhad iniutroiucing tbe new populationdrawn from
other parts of Ita'y. History repeats itself

—
the Pope in the early

ages had to take refuse in the cntacombs
—

and there was n<j

intermediate position. The Popemust be Sovereign, or he must hide
himself in the catacombs. He must be a prisoner,or seek for safety
in flight. No one knew how soon the Pope might be obliged to fly.
Yet for 1000 years the Popeshad been the benefactorsof Italy. Toeir
TemporalPower hadbeen of that duration,and itbad been used for
the goodof thecountry. When the Piedmonteaeusurpedthe States

Tbe learned Jesuit, Father Cesare Decira, is to represent the
Sacred Congregationde PropagandaFide at the coming Oriental Con-
gress ftt Stockholm. He will present to the Congress a number of
worksbearing on Oriental studies recently published by the Propa-
ganda Press.

Tbe Voce della Verita, Catholic journal of Rome, relating the
result of Mr.O'Biien'saction against Lord Salisbury for defamation
of character, when the court gave judgment that

"Lord Salisbury
had not gone beyond the limits of legitimate polemics," addsperti-
nently :"Beautiful legitimacy,which allowsone tocall his adversary
a thief I"
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of tbe Church, tbey badhad no public debt. Now, tbepublic debt
of Italyequalled thatof England. Itwas thus that her great army
andnavy had been created and wera maintained. There wasno hope
of the restoration of the Pope's sovereigntyby any of theEuropean
Powers,and,if the Continental Governments hadabandoned thePodo,
England hdtedhim. Englandhadencouraged and brought about the
usurpationof the TemporalPower, and noEnglish Statesman of any
party would do anything to aid in its restoration. Any lupes that
mightbe entertainedof their doing so werebaseless, The restoration
of the Pope's swereignty, howover, ii God's aDpointed time, wasa
ceittmty tobe looked forward to. Itwouldbe accomplished evenif.
a miraculous interpoaitioT werenecessiry. The Mo9tRev. preacber
couciudvid by assuring his congregation of the fatherly uflLctioa
borne them by the Pope,and exnortiug them to be constant in their
prayers for His Holiness' safety and welfare.
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