
Some montbi ago, the Confraternity of Our Laiy of Perpetual
Succour received from the Very Rev. N. Mauron, 0.88.R.,Superior
General and Rector Major of tbe RedemptonstsatRome anauthentic
copy of tbe celebratedpicture which is veneratedat tbeChurch of St.
Alphonsus between the basilicas of St. John Lateran aad St. Mary
Major,— and which has been the source of many miracle*.
The picture is a remarkable one, and may at once be recognised
as i\ Byzantine work of tha middle ages. It ia painted on
wood,tbe groundbeing richly gilded. Our Lady is representedas of
distinctly Eastern appearance, dark incomplexion and of somewhat
sternexpression. Her bead is covered withadark blue veil which it
laced with gold, anda golden border edgesher dress of which tha
portion seen,undera mantle of the samecolour as that of the veil,i3red. The glory surrounding thehead of the figure is elaborately
ornamented,andbeneathitis a star. Tbe Blessed Virgin with one
hand supports tbe figure of the Divine Infant, and with the other
clasps his hand* as if to hold him from the coming doom. The
expressionof the Infant'sface is one not so much of fear as of the
recognition of a terrible do.m. The face, while that of a child, is
full of a wisdom more than childlike, aid tbe eyesseem fixedon
SJmething afar off. With his hands the child clasps that of the
Blessid Virgin, as if clinging toher for protection. The upper part
of his dress is greenalso laced with gold, around the waist is a red
girdle, and tha lower draping is dun-colour aud gold. One foot
wearsa sandal, theother isb-ire, thesandaljhanging looseunderneath
it. The head of tie VirginMother and that of the Child weareach
a rchly jewelled crowo, raised from the surface of tha picture.
Above tue figures at the sidesarerespectively the Archangels Michael
andGabriel,paintedin red dresses, ona much smaller scale, tbe one
carrying a vase whichcontains the lance, the reed and the sponge,
and the other balding out towards the Divine Infant the cross ani
nails. Some Greek letters, explaining the figures, complete the
picture. The copy receivedin Dunedin isenclosed in a frame richly
giltandornamented,and surmountedby adom;shapedsuperstructure
terminating ina cross, and which contains tbe monogram of the
Blessed Virginraised in gilt characters ona ground of azure,thickly
sprinkledwithBtars, the wholeelaborately decorated in gilding. It
maybe mentioned as a remarkable fact that on tha voyage from
Europe the picture had got loose in the woodencase in whichit was
enclosed and had been so knocked about that the cross on the
top haddeeply indented the wood on the inside of the case, and yet,
although itself of gilt wood,and by nomeansof exceptionalstrength,
ithadnot beenbroken or suffered anyinjury beyond a slight abrasion
of the gil ling on the extremeedge. Aserected iv thecathedral thepic-
ture formsaverybeautifulshrine.uccupying aposition against thecluß-
teredpillarof the transepton the Gospel side andat aboutsix feetfrom
theground. On eithersideof thepictureha woodendoor,richly carved
and gilt, and with the paeaion fljwer paintedon it.— The design was
that of Mr.F.W. Petre; tbe carvingihatof Mr.Godfrey ;the wood
work that of Mr. D. W, Woods, and the painting aud gliding were
doneby Mr. Scott. The brass work wasexecuted by Messrs. A.and
T. Burt.

—
The doors, by whichit is possible to conceal thepicture if

desired, are thrown wideopen,andlow downoneach of them a band-
some branchof candlesticks is fastened. Anarch of candlesticks of
floral de3ign,nseß highover thepicture, terminatingiaa crown, which,
like tbo candlesticks, is of burnished brass, and from wbicb a light
and graceful, but nch, white veil,interwoven aud fringed withgold,
is let fall to theback of ibepicture. Tbe bracketon winch tbopicture
stands is supported on wooden bosses, also richl/ carved audgilt

—
and, above these, in frontof the picture, is a ledge on which vases of
flowers are placed. When the candles of tbebr inches aod those on
the arch aboveare lighted theeifect is singularly beautiful. On Sun-
day, at 11a.m., the picture, which had been eree'ed in the cathedral,
as described, a week or two ago, was unveiled

—
a coveringof white

silk haviugso far concealed the figures. Tue ceremonies commenced
with ahymn, fcung by the YoungOecilians, under tru conductorship
of th.ir Broiler Director. The music, the composition of the Rev.
Brother, wasgivtn tery ewe1 tly andsoftly,or,if we must usemusical
terms, varied from pianissimo to piano with some crescendo move-
ments, aud as the air, though devotional and pieasiug, wag
not very marked and the haimony was perfectly maintained,
we do not know that, we have ever heaid a more successful
effort made by the boys. The music thus rendered was a
hymn to Our Lidy of Perpetual Succjur. The Bishop ibeu entered

1 the ca^heiial by the priucipal door, tne
"Ecce fcacjrdos," being

sung by the choir mdntime, and, before the celebration of a Pon-
tifical HighMass, proceeded tounveil the picture1 Thu brief of the
Holy Faihtsr authorising the erection of the picture in th-jcathedral,
ani granting a plenary indu'gence, on the usual conditions,on tbe
uay ot the unveling, and o:her indulgences at oth-r times w>s read
by the Rev. Father Lynch, Dnectorof the (Jonfr titnits of Our Lttdy
of Perpetual Succour, who wore on the occasion over his surplice tne
riboou audmedal ofthe Confraternity. Thehjmv "Come O Creator,
Spirit Blessed," and that to our Lady of Perpetual Succoar, were
sung by the choir audcongregation in union. High Mass was tben
commenced, his Lordship the Bishop acting as celebrant, with the
Rtght Rev. Monsignor Colennu as assistant prien; the Very Ray.
Father M'Kay and the Rev. Father Burke as deacons at the taroae;
the Rev. Father P. O'Neill, deacon; the Rev.Father M'Mullin,sub-
deacon;and the Rev. Fathers Lynch andO'Donnell, mastersof cere-
monies. Farmer's Mass in B 11 v was rtniered, ilie choir being
accompaniedby a string quintett,consibtiugot Missrs. Scnacht (first
vi.iliu), Zielo (second vioun), Cameroa (cello), Royc? (viola), and
Robertsbaw (bats). Jliß3 D. Horan,organistof J»t. Jos-ph's played tbe
oigan Tue vocal soloists were— Misses (Jorrigan,Woods, and Mills,
(sopranos), Mrs, Angus and Miss Murphy (alioe), Messrs, Carolio,N#

energy and generosity of the scholars. These improvements and |
additions his Lordship would shortly see for himself, whenhe (the
Director) would show him over thepremises.

The Rev. Brother then called on Masters O'Neill, Dalany, and
Ball to present the following address, which was read by Master
O'Neill:—"LordBishop,— We, thepupiliof the ChristianBrothers'School,
St. Joseph's,Dunedin, respectfully approach your Lordship, to bid
you ahearty w-lcorae home again.

"It seems but as yea erday since, in this very room, we pot
your farewell blessing on the eve of your departure for Ireland, the
country of our fatners, for Borne, the caitra of Catholic unity, the
residence of Christ's Vicar on earth. Our huarts were then pressed
down with sorrow, taking leave of you, our beloved Pastor and
Father; butnow that we see you in our midst again weare filled
with joy, whilst wereturnour fervent thankstoQod for havingheard
onr humble prayers and restored you once mire to your beloved
children."We arelikewiseglad tosea that yourLordshiphasnot returned
alone,but that you have brought with yousomany good and zealous
priests andreligious. We trust they willb3the meansof lightening
the labours of your Lordohipand of helping on theholy cause you
haveeverhart so much atheart

—
the causeof Christian education.

Wenow beg yonr Lordship toaccept the acccompanying photo-
graph of ourselves and the school, which werespectfully present to
you. Itis indeed but a small mark of the lo*e andesteemwe enter-
tain for yourLordship; owing, however, to many other objects to
which we wereobliged toattend in the absence of your Lordship,
wecannotdoall that ourhearts would wish on so joyful acoccasion."Inconclusion, we fervently pray that you,ourbeloved Bishop,
may be long spared to us, to our parents,and toall the fhek that
Godhas entrusted to your fatherly care."We remain, yourLordship'sdevotedchildren, the Pupilsof the
Christian Brothers."

On the conclusion of the address,which was particularly well
delivered, the boys presentedhis Lordsnip witha handsome photo-
graph of the school buildings, taken in their usual finished style by
Messrs. Burton Brothers. The address presented also had been
beautifully illuminated by Mr. Hawcridge(New Zbaland Tablet
Company).

His Lordship in replying alluded to the mwiy schools thathe
had seen during his recent visit to Europe. Nowhere, he said, had
be seen a better appointedschool than theirs, or one whoseboys more
plainly showed in theirappearance the good effects of the teaching
given them. So far as he could judge, ia finish of epeaking and
dictioD,in accuracy of singing, andin perfection of reading,he had
witnessed nothing anywhere that was superior to what he had
witnessed that day ;andhe hadnohesitation insayirg that,all things
considered, it would be hard

—
even impossible

—
to find any school

that was superior to that one. The Bishop also referred to the
pleasure ithadafforded him toreceive the good account of their be-
haviour during his absence given him by the Rev.Brother Director.
HisLordship further mentioned a copy of St. Joseph's Prayer Book,
a work especially prepared by the Christian Brothers for the useof
their boys, that had oeeo sent tohim for presentation to the Holy
Father. The copy bad been presented, aud he was pleasedto say
thatit afforded great gratification to the Holy Father. His Holiness
bad been especially pleased with the hymn for the Pope, which he
had read attentively. They could, therefore,have theprivilege of
knowing that they had given the Holy Father pleasure in his
affliction, who sent back to New Zealandhis blessing for the book,
his blessing for toe religious community that compiledit,his blessing
for the pupils of that school, and his blessing for all who us«d the
book. On the conclusion of his Lordship's reply, he was loudly
cheered by the boys. Some other musical items were then given
and afterwards the Bishop, who had first gained the applause of the
boys by giving them half aholiday for the nextday, wasshown over
the premises. An athletic display took place for bis Lordship's
inspection,in the gynmasism, with which the Bishop and c ergy who
accompaniedhim expressedthemselves highly pleased. The proceed-
ings then terminated.

On Wednesday the Bishop visited St. Patrick's school, South
Dunedin, where also the pupils of the Dominican nuns hud prepared
for him a hearty reception. A song of welcom;was first sung, and
a chorus, " The boat song," followed. A piauoforte du^t, " Happi-
ness

";a vocal duet, "Gathering fljwers
";a pianoforte solo by a

three weeks' pupil, a vocal duec, "Slowiy and surely"; and the
choruses, "The wearingo'the greoi," and

'" Hail,glorious St.Patrick
"

completed the programme. Tbe fblowingaddress was repeated by
Master John Murray, a very htile fellow, who performed his part
bravely and to the admiratkn of all who beard him.
11 To the Most Rev.Dr. Moran,on his firstvisit to St.Patrick's School

after his leturn from Europ",October 9, 1889."
Most Rev.andDear Father.

—
Ceadmille failthe.

—
We allunite

with joyful hearts iv saying ih;se words of welcome in the language
of that land of faith and patriotism from which you have just
arrived. Since yourLordship left us wehiva missed your frequent
"visits and instiuctions, though we have been well locked after in
yonr absence. We felt the loss of the good bishop who built this
school for ns, gathered us into these classos, and taught up, too, three
yearsbeforethe nuns took charge of us. Though we were formerly far
from being as good as we should be, we have tried tobe better and
morestudious during your Lordship's absence. Now that youhave
returned toDunedin, wepromise tomake still greater efforts to im-
provebothin virtue and inscience,"Moreover, we, theboysof St.Patrick's School,have determined,
with the aid of God's grace, tnavoid bad company and never to act
disloyally to"vards,theÜburch waich weall 1/ye andobey.

"Begging yourLordship's blessing on our goovi resolutions, and
thanking God for havingbrought you safely back to us, we are,your
Lordship'sgra efulc HJren of St. Patrick's School."

His Lordthip in reply ihanked the children for the entertain-
ment theybad givenhim, and for theiraddress. He expressedhis
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|pleasure*h beiagouca moreamon? them, and aaidhe noticed that

an improvement had taken piaae ia the school evea dariag his
absence.

Friday, October 18, 1889
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