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your paternal heart, For all thoss fatigning labours endured on our
sccount we thank your Lordship most heartily, Each day we have
Fnyed for your safety and soccess, and while offering this prayer we
elt that our Heavenly Father was plessed with {t, as our eonstant
gratefnl rem ‘mbrance of our Bishop made usm re anxions to be good
children, and to fuifil our duties according 1u his instructions. The
past pupila of this school, represented by several here present to-day,
enter also warmly inlo onr eentiments and expresgions of joyful
gratitnde.
“ Permit us finally, my Lord, to thank all those who bave so
generougly sbandoned hume and their loved green isle in order to
share yoor missionary labour here aud your eternal jngs hereafter,”
[Signed by the girls of St. Joeeph’s Bchool.]
Bome choraees were also sung, and pranoforte performances given by
the girls, each and all of which were excellent in their particular way.
The Bishop, in acknowledging the zeception, spoke of the pleasura it
g&ve bim to see so many girls present, all looking so good and show-
ing by their conduct how well they corresponded to the pains that
were bestowed on their education. His Lordship expressed himself
particnlarly pleased with the mannerin which the verses and address
bad beea read. Every one be added, who was present to-day, aod
who gaw and heard all that took place must sdmit that the achaol
waeof avery high order. The Bishop, in concluding, pointed ont asan
example to people who excnsed themselves for not sending their
children to Cathulic schools, on & Plea of distance, the little girl who
had read the verses addressed to him. This chiid, said bis Lordship,
walked every day a distance of three miles to school, and three miles
back, and what she did could also be don: by others, if they and
their parenis desired it. He hoped to see all Catholic children in
and atound Dunedin regolarly sttending the Catholic achools and
profiting by the iostructing there given, The children in their
address saud that during his absence they bad prayed for him. He
bad felc that they were doing so, and whatever smount of succeas had
attended his visit was largely if not eotirely, owing to the fact that
be was conscious that they were praying for him., He might say,
in return, that there was bardly an hour in which he had not thought
of them,and nota day while he was away that he d:d not pray for
them. Hig Lordship was also present in 8t. J.seph's school room
with the address and the sonnet « f welcome that had been read here
sud in the high school.  The presentation was in the form of a chess
table, beaulifully inlaid in New Zealand woods by ¥Ir. Hucker. The
top of the table opened in the centre, and on the inside of each of the
leaves an address was printed, o the centre, concealed by the leaves
when closed, was a ecroll on which the sonnet wasscen vhrough glass,
round which a rich o1namental border had been exscuted 1n combined
Italian and Oriental paioting, All this was the work of the pupiis
of the Convent acbools. The idea was decidedly original and it bad
been eplendidly worked out. The table, we naderstsnd, as well ag
the pole screen piesented in the catheiral to the Bishop, will be
shown, by the request of the General Manager, at the approacuinyg
Exhibition,
In the afternoon at 3 o'clock the Bishop visited the Chiistian
Brothers’ schools which bad been nicely ndorsed for *be occasicn,
Immediately over the outer gate was an arch of evergreens, lhe
school door was decked with wieaths avd ferns, and over the steps
leading up to the principal hall was a protty G sthic arch sgrmonnted
by =a cross of ferns, undernealh which ‘was displayed 10 richiy
coloured letiers sarrounded by flowers, the word * WELCOME.” Og
entering the large roum the scone was striking io the extreme, The
Toom wad tastefully decorated with tlowers, ferns, and evergreens |
from the girders were suspended several nice banners ; circular
wreaths bedecked the windows, whilst heie aid there a pretty ban-
neret bearing the likeneee of bis preseot Holincas, and waving about
in the gentle breez: of a lovely spriug aft :rooun lent an additional
charm to the scepe. But the most strikiog and in’ erest.ng sight of
of all was the boys of the school who, to the number of § me 2-0,
were agsembled in the room. The younger ones were placed in frout
wearing across their shoulders szure-blue s.sbes. Tue Young
Ceotlians, as usual, occupled a conspicuouns place in the farthest en
of the yuom ; while t' oy, a8 well as most of the Little ones in front,
were provided with iiny flags which they from ume to time waved
freely in the air. All were on the tip-tre of expectalion when a
little lad gnve ths word, “the Bishopis coming.t Fuis wasthe signal
for a burst of applause which became enthusiastic in the extreme as
hia Lordship entered the room, ascended the raised dais an.
imparted to the lads his Fpiscopal benediction. Tne interminglhing
cborus from 80 mwany youlhful voiees wnd the graceful waving of
B0 many pretty bannercts was weil calcula'ed 10 produce on all pre-
sent a stnking effect, Accompanying the Bishop were 1he Very Rev,
Father O'Leary, and Rev, Fathers Nowport, Burke, Lynch {Adm.)
Doonelly, O'Donnell, McMuliin, Murphy, Lynch, O'Donnell and
O'Neil. When the cheering bad enbsided the foliowing reeitation
was nicely and correctly deliversed by Master Francis Heley,

RECITATIVE.

In sorrow we have been

Bince that end farewell scene

In which cur shepherd left ug,
To brave the deep sea's foam,
To visit dear old Ireland

And journey thence to Kome,

In vain we tried when parting
To give three ringing cheers,

Our voicea failed through sadness,
Our eyes were dimm'd with tears.

Ort since, at noon or eve,
When busy at our piay,
Toe Angelus pealed forth,
Wae left our sport to pray
For one, we loved so well
Who still was far away,

On 1eliring Master Heley was heartily applanded by his school-
mates, and tben the Young Oecilians braced up their nerves, and
stood np to their full height to acquit themaselves of their part of the
ceremony. Under the leadership of one of the Brothers they sang
with preat spirit and expression the ¥ ode of welcoms,” which we
hera give in full,

Opk,
To-day in joy we meet
Qur FPastor jov'd to greet,
For bere unio his chuldren
He's returned in joy once more,
Then a hoadred thousand welcomen
To thie fair New Zealund shore,
Then welcome, welcome, wslcome,
You are welcome as the flowers,
Yon are welcome aa the summer
To this fseir land of ours,
And we'll all forget our sadness,
And we'll raise our voice in gladness,
And we'll bid him joyous welcome
To this fair Jand of onra,

And to the zealous band
Who left their native land
And crossed with you the ocean—
Like old Erin's sons of yore—
We bid a hearty welcome
To this fair New Zealand shore,
Then welcome, welcome, welcoms,
You are welcome as the flowers,
You ate welcome as the summer
To thie fair land of ours,
And we'll give them cordial greeting,
And we'll have a merry mveting,
And we'll bid them joyous welcome
To this fair land of oura.

The cffect produced by the clear distrinot utterance of the words, and
particularly the prominence given to the #fzccate repetition of ' Wel-
come, welcome, welcome,”' was exceadingly pleasant, Thz_an. in
honour ef the new arrivaly, Master Nicholas Moloney sang ?nt.h bia
usnal weetness, * The green shores of Erin I've left far bebind me.”
which was chorused by the rest of the ¥oung Cecilians, Master
Kdward Cuffy theo ascended the platform and gave with great spirit
aod fine elocutionary effect Davis's grand poem *“ The men of Tip-
perary.”’ This was the last appearance of young Duffy in Dunedio,
ug he left next day for Melbourne, The youthful orator evidently
felt this, and be put such soul into the piece that t.he lade besrtily
app'anded him At the end of each verse. The next item on the pro-
gramme was Dr. Calcott's charmiag glee “ Faryland,” rendered fa
four paria by the Cecilian gnartette with great freedom and sweeb
harmony. Master Francis Heley afterwards canzsed much amuse-
meot by hia droll rendering of *' People will talk,” The Rev. Brother
Director then came forward and said : )
My Lord Bishop,—Before calling on the boys to present you with
the address they have prepared, I woull wish to make one oF two
brief remarke, It was a fine old Irish cus cmm when the chiidren
had welcomed home their father after his return from distant parts,
the eldest son, who had be'n left 1n charge during the absencs,
thuld come forward and give an sccount of the bebaviour of the
younger members of the family., 8o it develvel upon bim (the
Darector) Lo give an aceount of toe boys commitied 1o bis eare, ‘H‘e
wad buppy to ray that the conduet of the hoys during his Lordship's
algence nad been very good and highly eati-factony. He did not say
that oo individual buy hwl done anything blameworthy, or that the
conduct of every single pupil had been all that conid be demired, .buti
that, on tke wibole, the bove hud beea very well behaved, and fairly
attentive to their stodies. He would wish also to remark
that the boys bad not frrgotien his Lordship whilat away, for
they had reguiarly (ffered the Angelus every day for the success of
bis (the Blshop’s) mi-s.on, and for his safe and speedy retura, In
their ode of welcome the boys eaid they had often 1 ft their sport to
offer this beautiful prayer for therr beloved pastor, and be (the
gueak:r), from hus own personal observation, coulfl hear wltl;lesu to
the truth of the assertion. The boys very wisely paid in the
ode just referred to, that they did this “at noon or eve,” and he
joccsely remarked they did well to make thislimiration, For, though
many of thim were, no doubt, early necrs, vet he faasred the greater
number were 80 fondly clasped in the arms of Morpbeus when the
stalwart aim of the sexton pealed forth the morving Aogclus that
they were in sweet oblimon of all subluuary affaus, and earthly
things were to them, for the time, matlers of the sublimest u_xdlﬂer-
ence (laughter), However, he buliaved the lads made up for it after
when they did get ap. His Lordship had been pleased to speak very
highly of ihe boys on # memorable occasion on the Rock of Cashel,
He (ihe speaker) said the boys were well aware of this, and were
gratefol to bis Lordship for the kind compliment. Buat he
considered that the boys deserved the praise they had fe-
ceived on the occasion allnded to, for he could say, in truth, that the
lads then in the room before bis Lordship heartily loved the dear old
land of their fataers ; their hearts throbbed for her welfare, and they
were ever ready tolend a helping band, as far as they could, for any.
thing that would tend to the welfare of Ireland. He (the speaker)
would Jikewise venture to assert that many of them weie as familiar
with the names of Con of the Hundred Battles, Niall of the Nine
Hostazes, Owen Roe O’Neill, # Dauntless Red Hogh," and otber dis-
tinguished characters of Irsh hie ory ae were their young counsine on
the banks of the Suir or the Shannon, The Dhrector also paseed &
high eulogium on the boys for the exertious they had made to clear
off the debt incarred by the erectiom of the gymnasium and by
asphalting the playgronad. Not oniy was that debt cleared off, but
aleo many other very necessary improvelaents were made during the
abgence of his Lordenip, and almost compietely paid for by the



