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backs of the hands are very much like the brands of battle tha
persons who wrongfully seek to seize thepoolat* card party inhi
partof theglobe usually bearaway with themas a reminderof their
dishonesty. Anyhow the stabsare there. /Whether in hisunregene-
rate daysMr.Sullivandidseek tograb thestakes ornotIcannot say.
He does,however,seem to keepa pretty steady eye on the " pool"
in the churches,and takes care to get the lion's share. His actor
friend emphatically states that Sullivan is a now. de"mission" as-
sumed for effect, andfurther saysthat SullivanorOlampetlexpressed
his determinationin AucklandtomakeNewjZealandkeephim. The"conversion

"
dodge is his mode of putting that laudableplan in

practice. Christchurch has seconded him capitally, and bas been"keeping
"
him in clover. He has been lodging with awell-known

clergyman,and is nettinga handsomesum. After allthe stories that
have been circulatedabout the great

"convert," and especially after
direct charges against his veracity which appeared in one of the
evening papers about him, there is an "uneasy "

feeling in town
aboutbisgenuineness. In appearance be is a black-haired,swarthy-
complexionedman. His eyesaredark;hisforeheadbroad;hisnose
straight,and his mouth small and shaded with a black moustache
which is all the beard he wean; he is massively built ; his
expression is most resolute;his neck is short andthick. Thereia
certainly nothing very spiritual-looking about him. His photos,
exhibitinghim invariouspugilistic poses, are about the town. From
thesephotos,Ishould think thatevenhismost ardentadmirersmust
conclude that their idol lacks the possession of twoveryeminent
Christianvirtues— modesty andhumility* Somehow,at one looks at
him andhis disgusting-lookingphotos,oneis remindedof the veiled
prophet,andonecanpicture his sardonicmirthatthecredulity of the
gulls wbomheisbefooling. The wholebusiness of Sullivan's" mis-
sion

"
would be simply amusing wereit not for the reflection that it

is this kind of thing which bringsreligion intocontempt. Any hypo-
critical swaddler who cornea along with thename of theRedeemer
of mankinduponbis impure lips is takenby thehand,andpetted and
pampered,andset uponapedestaltobe worshippedbypeoplewhose
shoes he is not fit to tie,while be ladles out to them bisvileremini-
Bences of a vile lifemixed np with £he Gospel, Itii little wonder
thatin6uch exhibitionstheunthinking,scoffingindividualfinds abun-
dant food for his jeersat Christianity.
Iwaa not wrong,afterall,in my surmise that the new parish

priestof Lytteltonwaatocome fromAhaura. It isnotFatherBowers,
however,butFatherLaverty,whosearrivalinthe ColonyIchronicled
some monthsago. FatherLaverty is sure tobecomeverypopular at
Lyttelton. He is a young man of very unassuming manner, but
promises tobecomeanexcellentspeaker. Heis imbuedwith a vtry
fervent,attachmenttohis nativeland.Nexttobeing agoodpriest,that
is,Itkink, thebesUhatcan be saidof anVlrisVpriest. Likehis pre-
decessor,FatherKfckham,h« is,Ithink,apriestof AllHallows, and
that shouldbeanotherrecommendationto the favour ofhis parishio-
ners. Imost heartily congratulate Father Laverty upon his pro-
motion.

Brother Damien, lamglad to say, is convalescent. The honsc
has not killedhim this time.

Thebandconcertwasvery wellattended. The audience would
probably havebeen larger only for the Musical Society's concert in
theRinkoccurringupon the same night. The stage manager at the
bandconcert didnot exercise quitesufficient care inproviding stage
properties. However the whole affair wentoff very well indeed.
Theperformancesof theband weremuchappreciated. Themembers
are evidently progressing under Mr. Mohr's instruction. Miss
Pender's singing was, as it always is, a treat. The band should
choose the time for their concerts better. The date is a little too
soonafter theBrothersconcert,andowing to the reasonwhichIhavo
stated thenight was not well chosen.

The petformance of
"

The Ancient Mariner
"

by the Musical
Society wasa great success. Coleridge's weird poem, was wedded to
appropriatemueic, which was very fairly interpreted by the Society.
The Rink is wholly unsnited for concens. It is a wretchedly cold
great barrack of a place withdraughts through every inch of space
in the hall. The audiencemust have felt as shivery as the Ancient
Marinerhimself.

Nothingfurther has been doneIthink in regard to the reception
of the Delegates. Mr. Winter's inexplicable silence has placed the
committee at adisadvantage.
Iwasin Mr. Lonargan'snew shop on Saturday

—
at least Iex-

plored the ground floor. There were ovtr a hundred menat work.
The rhythmic sound of the falling on the timber, though
somewhat deafening, was not altogetherunpleasing.

On Sunday next devotionswill be openedto the Sacred Heart
at Rangiora. Ateleven o'clock Mass on Sunday, Father Cummings
requestedevery ooe todo their best to promote the devotions of the
Apostleship of Prayer.

His Lordship theBishop is giving a series of lectures onSunday
evenings on theSacrament of Penance.

Confirmation will be administeredby the Bishopin the Cathed-
ral on Rosary Sunday. Candidates for the Sacramentmustprepare
and send in their names to thepriestsorBrothers.

Father Cuminings saidon Sunday that a great many converts to
the Churchhad beenmade during thepast year.
Ihavenot heard how theDarfield presbytery is progressing,but

Ishould think itis about time that the last nail was drivenhome
in it.

(Fromour ownCorrespondent.)
THE sensation of the hour here is Mr. "Evangelist" Sullivan, o*
whoserevival servicesIbeforespoke. Aseveryoneprettywellknows,
this fellow claims to be the brother of the notorious pugilist. His
story was thathe had reached that pinnacle of distinction which
all rantiog" converts

"
claim tohavereached, namely,that of having

cet all moral laws so much at defiance that even demons must have
turned green with envy at witnessing Buch proficiency in the art
of committing evil. When he had left in the Christian code noBound places in whichhe could make fresh breaches, Mr. Sullivan,
according tohis ownaccount, became converted,and forthwithhad
a brandnew heart given tohim. Burning with zeal,he then yearned
to be themeans of causing others to become the happy owners of
burnished up hearts. Fired with this desire, be set out upon his
travels from Auckland, the sceneof bis conversion, andcommenced
to "do

"
New Zealand

—
evangelically, of course

—
and worked his

way downto this citya coupleof weeks ago. Here he wasreceived
withopenarmsas a very fine "brand

" indeed, over the rescue of
which there wasmuch rejoicing. His welcome by the Presbyterian

body wasespecially warm. InSt. Paul's, the leading Presbyterian
church in Cbristchurch he gaveamission," and drewcrowds. Ladiesyoung and old,went to hear him,andcame away charmed with thefervour, fine voice, and good looks of the dashing "

convert."Everything was working splendidly for Sullivan. His popularity
was daily increasing. The churches were competing as to whichshouldhave the broad-viewedand broad-shouldered white-washed"great sinner" next. He hadnot pinnedhimself down toonesect,and
so couldgo therounds of every church where there were dollars torake in,and he was gathering in the dollars finely, though,of course,
filthy lucre hadnothiog to do with his vigorousproclamation of thegloriousnews. Jußt as fortuneseemed to haveplaced the ball at thefeet of the "reformedatheist,"up came fate in the shapeof an actorwhohad beenchums with the '" evangelist

"
onthe

"
other Bide," andruthlessly kickedit away. Subsequant to the actor's arrivalin thiscity, rumours began to eetafloat aboutSullivan, andit began tobe

paid thathe was not Sullivan atall but that his name was Arthur
Clamper,, andhe hadcomeout to Sydney as aswimmer, that he had
at one time been a Catholic priest,etc. Inshort, gravedoubts were
cast upon the genuineness of his accounts, both past and present,
concerning himself. At this stage an intermeddling journalist got
on his track and interviewedhim aa to his past career. Mr. Sullivan
deemed it prudent to be very close as to that. Like lapo heresolved topinhis faith to silence as to his antecedents, so far asbis early life waa concerned. He was frankness itself inregard to
the legitimacy of his clainw tobe a great sinner, and freely confessed
that in that respect he had left the enemy of mankind nothingfurther todesire. Inproof of the fact that bis life bad not been
paeNd in drawing-rooms.'he exhibited tohis interviewer the marks
of stabs on the backs of Ma hands, a scar onhisear, &nd abroken
jawbone. Ihave heard an old Texan Bay that those stabs on the

Mrs. Delia Parnell, the Irish leader'smother, willbe 73 years
old the thirdday of February, 1890.

The Czar of Russia refuses to permit the young Prince Philip of
Hohenlohe to accepthis portionof the estateof his deceased uncle,
Prince Wittgenstein. This decision of the Czar causes intense
irritation inBerlin, for although Prince Philip has become a Russian
by naturalisation, he is the son of PrinceHohenlohe, the German
Governor of Alsace-Lorraine, and theCzar'saction i» felt tobe ablow
aimed at Germany andtheGermans, themoreespecially astheclaim
of the young Prince was vigorouslysupportedby PrinceBiemarch,
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Leopold was lookeduponby the august personages concerned,as a
certainfutur of one of thePrince of Wales's daughters, Itis added
thatthefailure of thehopewaamanifested by these augustpersonages
with evenless disguise than might have beenmade by less exalted
people, But all this is,of course,matterof gossip and,perhaps,idlespeculation. Cariosity,meantime, is expressed as to the style of
dresatobe adoptedby the Royalbride whensheis emancipated from
the control thathas invariabiy arrayed her in similar costumes to
those of her sisters. Is it not to be hoped there will be sufficient
gallantryinParliament tocomply with the request for a Royalgrant,
and give the Princess enough money to gratify her emancipated
tastes?

Shirts are a good deal worn by girls out of doors, both white
andcoloured,those with little tucksbeingmuchaffected. Petticoatsarebecoming scanty, andparasols show a tendencyto growsmall.

Hettie.

The visit of theShah to Begland has been the oscasion of an
uoosaalstir in the great world of fashion. Among the principal
fttesgiveninhis honour were astate ball at Backingham Palace, a
gardenparty at MarlboroughHouse,and.acommandnight at Covent
Garden Theatre, each and all of which were of sparkling brilli-
ancy. The ball, although carried out with great splendour,didnot
seem to hare.many attractions for his Majesty, who did notstay
therevery long,and, indeed,he is said tofeel insomedegree shocked
atthe low dresses of the ladies, whiohdonotaccord with hisEastern
ideasnf propriety. His Majesty'sownattireis anobject of envy to
manyfair dames fromthemagnificent jewels with whicb itis adorned.
Anemerald wornin thebeltis especially wonderful from its sine.—
At the garden party the Scotch pipers took the Shah'efancy very
much. Itis desired in some quarters, dear,that be should form a
largeband of them inPersia, and employ,at a sufficient remunera-
tion of course,all theavailable talent in that line to be secured in
GreatBritain. The Shah brought noneof bis wivestoEngland with
him this time, because, they say,last time those of them who accom-
panied himquarrelled,and had to be sent home. It,however, can
hardly be the shrillnessof their scolding that offends his Majesty's
ears.— Nothing could exceed the brilliancy of the sceneat Covent
Gardenon the night he was there. There was a largeattendance of
the Royal Family, the Prince and Princess of Wales doing the
especial honours of the occasion to the visitor. Her RoyalHighness
worea dress of crimson and yellowbrocade, with ablue velvetopera
cloak,and wasalmost fromhead to foot a blaze of diamonds. The
young Princesses were,asusual, all attired&imply andalike, this time
in white. The Shah, beside his numeroussuite, is aocompaniedby a
littleboy of some five or six years old, a favourite whom be has
adopted and whom he takes with him everywhere. The child is
attiredquiteas splendidly as is his Royal patron. A great many
stories are told of hisdroll behaviour.
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