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sented at the blasphemoussnd impionsceremonica was the Evangelical
Bociety of Berlin, A ceremony of a different kind, but one very
Proper to the ocoasion, was the inauguration made on the rame day,
n the church of Bt. Bilvester in capite, of the Confraternity of Expi-
ation, The Pope has rgceived from the Catholie world 60,000 mes-
sages of condolence and sympathy,

The medal strock this year a3 usual on the Feast of 8t. Peter and
8t, Paul commemorates the restoration by the Holy Father of the
oloister of Bt John Lateran, Thnis work which was begun by Pope
Pius IX, has been completed by Leo X1II. It has been carried ont
in a manner consistent with the splendour which bas always been
afesture of the basilica. A bas-relief of the portico ie represeated
:tnh one eide of the medal, theprofile of the§Holy Father ocoupying Lhe
-other,

M. Henri Lassers, who had been for some time a visitor to Rome,
has just returned to France, Ha takes back with him permission for
another edition of his translation of the Goapels, which had been
recently condemned by the Oongregation of the Index. I may be
remembered that the condemnation of this work was hailed by &
portion of the non-Ontholic world as & proof of Rome's fear and hatred
of Holy Writ, the fact being that the translation conteined mAny
glaring errors. An erratum will bs added in the new edition, For
those who respect M. Lasserre, and appreciate his works, as most
oducated Catholics do, it is plearant news to hear that ha has been
bl 30 satistactorily to arrange a matter which must have cost him
& grest deal of anxiety and chagrin,

The Vatican Museum hes been enriched by the addition of the
ancient reliquary presented ss a jubilee offering to the Popes by
Cardinal Lavigerie. It was found amoog the ruins of an ancient
basilics in Numidis, and has been pronoannced by De Rossi, the
famous archzologist, to date from the fifth or sixth century. It is
of solid silver, aod beantifully adorned with symbolic tracery. Da
Eousi further gives his opinion that it had contained the relics of
wme martyr, The style of the work 18 Byzantice,

One of the facts worthy of being recorded and kept in active
memory for continual use, with regard to the ercction—smong dia-
bolical surroundings—of the statue of Giordanu Brumo, is that a
sum of £12,000 was subscribed by the Freemasons for the purpose.
One hondred and fifty Masonic banners, moreover, were carried in
company with that which bore the device of Satan overthrowing the
Church. This ia a fact that ghould be, to Catholics at least, a suffi-
clent warning as to the trus nataere of Masonry.

The Pope has conferred the cross pro Ecclesia of Pontifice on
the Frincesa Clementine, mother ot Frince Ferdinand of Bulgaria'
In recognition of the labours undertaken by her in her son’s princi-
pality for the support and propagation of the Catholic religion. The
work done in this direction by the Princess is the more meritorions
since it subjecta her to the enmity of BRusaia, whose interest it is to
enoourage the Ruaso-Greek Church only in the country alluded to.
Tbe Princess is said to be extremely popular among the Bulgariaos,
which must further her efforts among them for the ad vancement of
the Catholic religion.

Nothing but evil continuea to be reported concerning the finan-
cial condition of Italy. The indebtedness of the city of Kime itselt
is enormous. As a proof of the general stale of misery that prevails
the fact may be taken tnat the number of applicants for sixty amall
Government places, hardly yielding a pupport above the level of
Btarvation, recently vacant, was ten thousand. BSuicide also, as &
means of escape from wretchedness, 18 largely on the increase.

Bignor Crispi has mada a virnlent attack in the Benate on Car-
dinal Lavigerie. In speaking of Catholic schools in the East, which
the Italian Franciscans had refused to make aa agency of his policy,
sad for which he had made a vain attempt to substitute sccular
schools, he denonoced the Cardinal as a political agent of France,
and found an excessive grievance in his obtaining aid in Italy for
carrying on his crussde agaionst African siavery. It is, bowerver,
hardly so moch jealousy of France as adesire to tawart an illustricus
ecclesiastic in an undertaking that must bricg additional glory tothe
Church and make the Catholic religion more respected io all civilised

countries that actustes Signor Crispi, His motives are not difficult to
diacern,

A protost was made by the Catholics of Komo on St, Peter and
8t. Paul's day against the profane and infamons demonstration that
took place on Whit Bunday, Itassumed the shape of an attendance
at St, Peter's, where alone of all the churches in Rome Benediction of
the Most Holy Sacrament was given, The Catholic life of the city
Wwas never more evident, Streams of people poured through the streets
into the piazza and the great church was thronged. Cardinal Monaco
La Valletta officiated. The Zantum Erge which wasintoned withont
accompaniment by the immense congregation was overpowering in
its effect. Inthe evening the fagades of the charches, the Catholic
colleges, and many private houses, wera illuminated,

The efforta made to bias the Popa againet Irelacd have resnlted
in finally induclng his Holiness to make up his miod to & very
contrary eftect. He has declared that in future when any Irish
queation demanda his gpecial attention, he will consult not only the
bierarchy in Ireland, but also that in America and Austialia, The
Holy Father evident!y sees the unity of the Irish race and recognises
in all its signiticance the greater Ireland, This fact is a full guarantee
against anti-Irigh intrigue at Rome,

The sndden snmmoning by the Popo of a eccret consislory on
June 30, caused great alarm, The Italian Government were

d

principally affected, and still remain in anxious doubt ma to what
decisiona wera arrived at, The allocution delivered on the cceasion
by the Fope had epecial reference to the enormities of the Bruno
demonatration, and complaived of the position ocoupied by his Holi-
ness as nnendurable and unsafe. Bt nothing has transpired as to
the resolutions adopted respecting the Holy Father's acticn, Report
speaks of a decieion formed to leave Rome—at least on the outbreak
of war. DBut the matter for the time must remain uncertain,
e eeeee——— e ]

ODDS8 AND ENDS OF FASHION,

—_————
DEAR BLsIE,—The latest announcement of the Americo-Earopean
matrimonial market is the engagement of Misa Gwendolin Caldwell
to the Prince Joachim Murat, grandson of the famous Marshal and
sometime King of Raples, and of Caroline Bonaparta, It is hard to
believe toat Miss Oaldwell has been dazzled by rank and title, Better
things might have bsen expected from s young Jady who had given
such a proof of a superior mind s that given by Miss Caldwell in the
priocely donation made by her a few years ago lowards the founda-
tlon of the Catholic University at Washington, She and her two
sisters, yon know, were joint heiressss of the late Mr. Bhakespeare
Caldwell, of Virginia, who left a fortune of sorewhere about a million
of money. Prince Joachim Murat, who has the reputation of being
& ependthritt, will form a striking contrast to his wite's father, She
will be the Prince’s second wife, by the way, hia first having begen a
daughter of the Duke of Wagram, and three of whose children sar-
vive her, All of them are married and eettled in life. Bat the
Prince is ever so much older than Miss Oaldwell, He was born at
New Jersey, where his father had teken refuge on the overthrow of
the Firat Empire, and hig mother was an American—by name Miss
Qaroline Kraser, He was brought to Enrope in 1849, when ths tida
of fortnne had eet in favonr of Prince Louis Napoleon—afterwards
the Xmperor Napoleon IIL, and be waa then fifteon years old, Miss
Caldwell is in ber 26th year; so yon may calculate the exact dise
parity in tbe ages. It is, nevertheless, to be concluded that the
match is one of mutual affection. In matlers of this kind they say,
aud we mast admit, dear, with some appearance of truth, that
the common sense of no woman is to be relied on,—By the way,
a fashionable wedding that has actually occurred is that of Mr, John
Y. Dalhgren, son of the late Admiral Dhalgren, U.8,N,, to Miss Eliza-
beth Drexel, daughter of the late Mr. Joseph Drexel, of New York.
The wedding dressiseaid to bave cost £1000. It was of rick white satinm,
trimmed with point d' Alergon of a fabulous age and immense value,
Besides aprays of orange blossoms fastenad with diamond pins,a liara of
diamonds was worn over the rich lace veil, The four bridesmaids
wore dresses of white molré and point d'esprit lace, white felt hats
with ostrich feathers, and carried ctépe de lisse fans, The presents
were magnificent and of great price. But do you think the betrothal
ring given by Luther to Catherine yon Bora—waa a lucky gift to be
presented by a Catholic bridegroom to bis bride? They eay this ring
bad been for more than two hundred years an heirloom in the Dahl-
gren family. The family museum and there the jar of some pickled
enake, or the hand of same bheatben mummy, would, I shonld think,
be a fitter place for ic than the finger of the bride. But Mr, Dahlgren
included it among the bridal gifts, Absit omen, ne people who talk
Latin say.—The wedding-dress of the lovely Lady Cynthia Dun-
combe, daughter of Lord Faversham, and sister of the egually lovely
Duchess of Leinster, the othaer day, was somewhat of a depariare
from the ordinary rale. It was of white and gold brocade, over white
silk muslin aud whitesatin, The fastening of the veil, was, to match
the dress, of gold, The bridegroom was Sir Richard Graham, of
Netherby, who is brother of the Duchess of Montrose,—that is the
yonnger Ducbess—not the old lady, famous as * Mr, Maoton * on the
turf, and otherwise known a3 “ Bob,” who, a year or two ago married
a man quite young enough to be ber grandson, But then perhaps
her Grace was of an opinion once expresded by a French lady of her
rank, who declarerd that for a bourgecis a duchess should never be
more than thirty years old. The youth whom she married was a
commoner,

The cngagement of the Princess Louise of Wales to Lord Fife
has given rise 10 all kinds of gossip, 1tis said the Minisiry have
recommended Her Majesty to insist on the reounciation by the
Princess of her right of succession.  Aa it is, should the deaths of the
Princea Albert Vietcr and George occur, her Rayal Highness wonld
be heireas presumptive to the crowa of England, and it would never
do for a subjact to occupy the place of cousortof s reigoing qaeen,
or to be father of a futore kiog., The marriage is regarded as
Morganatic, and it is urged thas the usual rule followed when
there is any poesibility of accession to the throne should be observed,
and all rights regularly renounced. Marriages of consanguinity, 8o
common in the Koyal Fawily, can hardly be said to bave an excep-
tien in that alluded to. Lord Fife is grandson, on his mother’s side,
of the Countess of Errol who was a member lof the FitzClarence
family. 1Itis said in some quarters that bis Lordship is the lineal
descendant of the Macduff of Bhakespeare, but elsewhere thia descent
is denied, and a mach less ancisnt orgin assigned to the House. Tha
Earl is much older than the Princess, being in bis fortieth year, while
she is only twenty-two. He has long been on intimate terms with
the Prince of Wales and his family, and passes for & sufficiently good
fellow, being alio o fair landlord, It is said that the engagement
was formed between the couple, the other day at Ascot, Stories are
told of a horror entertaiced by the Princess towards German prince-
lioga, such aa it has commonly been the fate of the Royal damsels of
England to wed, but thia borror does not seem to extend to the sisters
of her Royal Highness, of whom it i3 #aid the one js to marry the
Landgrave of Hesse, and the other the Hereditary Prince of Hokenlohe
Langenbmig. Another rumour is to tke effect that the Royal family
wers lately much anooyed and disappointed at the match made by
the German Emperor for a sister of his wife with Prince Frederick
Leopold of Pruesia, a man of great wealth, for, after all, there are
German prinees who are not the paupers that the whole race are
regarded, with some reason, in England as heing, It is said Prince




