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Correspondence.

{We are not responsible for the opinions expressed by our Corroapondents.)

PARNELL DEFENCE FUND.

TO THE EDITOR N.Z. TABLET.
818,~—Eaclosed you wil find cheque for £2 93, in aid of the Parnell
Defence Fund, collected by Mr. F. Deegan, of Lime Hilla. The liata
are now cloeed in the Winton district. Mr. Deegan and I return our
sincere thanks to those gentlemen who so Jiberally subseribed for the
canse, and especiall ¥ 80 {6 those Protestants and Orangemen who did
80 a8 B protest against the bowlings of some fanatics who try to make
people believe that none but Catholica take up the cause.—I am, etc.
T, HorAN,

Diary of the @eek.

WEDREBDAY, 3lat,
CArE FoULWIND labour difficulty setiled ; all employees to be union
men, receiving standard rate of wages,—Earthquake ghocks at West-
port, Reefton, and Greymouth.—German Emperor sails for Spithead
THURSDAY, lst.

Proposed to commence systematic enltivation of sugar beet in
Waikato district.—Balisbury, spesking at London Mansion Honse,
pronounces evacuation of Egypt impossible,

Fripay, 20d,

Public meeting at Greymouth urges on Government complefion

of Grey-Hokilika railway,—German Emperor acrives at Cowes, Isle
of Wight,

y

SATURDAY, 3rd.

Canada excited by seizars of fisbing schooner in Behring Sea by
American cruiser.—Colonel Urenfell wins decisive victory over der-
vishes.—Boehm, R.A., commissioned to execute memorial tablet of
late W, B, Dalley,—Intense heat causing many deaths nt Bokhara.

MorDAY, 5ih.

‘Cordial reception of Emperor Wilham in England taken by

German Prees as proof of support givea to Triple Alliance.
TUEsSDAY, 6th,

Meeting of Tailoress's Unlon in Dunedin adopts rules prepared
by committee.—Captain Hauosby, late U.8.8, Hawea, killed by tram
at Syduney.—Fighting at Crete between Turkish troops and political

factions.—Bill providing for younger members of Koyal Family
passes Commons by 45 majunty.

PABTORAL LETTER OF THE BISHOP OVF
AUCKLAND.
B e ——

JOouX EDMUND, oF THE QRDER OF 51, BENEDRICI, BY THE GRaCE
oF GOD, AND 1HE FAvounk or THe Howy Aro-roLic Sek,
BI-MOP OF ATCKLAND, TO FHE CLERGY SECULAKR AND REGU-
LAR, AND TO THE LAILY OF THE $SAID DIoCEse, HEALIIZ AND

JENEDICIION IN 1EL LORD.

WE were prevented this year from addiessing you, dearly beloved
childrerin Jesus Chriet, 1o our usual Lentea Pastoral, by our absence
from the Diocese. We, therefore, zladly avail curscives of the present
occeslon At this season of the year, when it 15 onr woit to anpeal (o
you on behall of the orphans and destitute children of our dioce se,
to allow vur thoughts Lo expand, an 1 to invite your careful attention
toa few reflections oa the all impsitant topie of the rehaions o lue .
ton of emldbood. It iz a subject, this, which 18 allied ro, thoush
distioct from, the other great question of the day, and whieh forms
one of the great contemunns betwesn the CUatholie Churceh and
infidelity—~as to the duty, the necessity, and the advan ages of selisol
training and edweation beiog guided by ani accompanted with the
imparting of rehgious principles, and practice, and helief, We propose
on this oceaston Lo contine our rellections to that fundamental, and
therefore most 1mpoitant element of rehigious education, whiten dates
from the cradie, overlaps the influences of tha school, and continues
more or less actively tnrovgh manhood aod womaunhood, s lunyg as
the assoclaitons contaned in that s:cred word heme have any ploce
in the realities of life or the recollections of memory,

A striking {feature 1n what we may call the human character of
Him wbo came to save and redeem mankind 1- displayed 1o 'he
peges of the Gospels.  1visthe tendeinessand affection he manitested
towardsehldreu, 1n I journeyings throughont the country distiicts
of Judea, in His sojourns 1a 1ts towps and villazes, 1t was His wo't to
call the hit'le ones around Him, and a3 they crowded and pressed to

et pear Hom, He would caress and bless them, and take therr pape
galogt Hig friends and diseiples who would have sent *hem away as
resome and umportunate, declanng Fis wish that they should nat be
ndered, becawre therr simplicity and docilicy made theay apt subjeets
the Kingdom of His grace in1lus woild avd of His Glory 1u the

. lhis schicitude anid ove tor the little ones of the fock of Jesns

lat bas been inherited and perpetuated by the pastors of the Cuureb,

, ourselves, boll from the love we bcar towarus ehildren, and from

nee of the duty that 1s incambent on us, have cong'antly incaleated

the pricsls and people the inportance of that great qacstion of our
mes—the Christian education of youth, and have frequently 1nsisted

the daty of Catholic parents to send thewr chilaren to cur awn
itholic sehools.  Dunng our episcopal visitation of tho diocese we

.ve dweit on the necessity of Sunday Schools, and reproved lhe

apathy of certain parents—egspecially those whose children do not

frequent the Ca*holic schools—in sceing that their children, both boys
and pirls, go to tbe Hunday Bchool with their catechism already,
prepared and learned by heart, q

But, dearly beloved children in Jesus Christ, besides the instruc.
tiops of the sehool and the teac .ing of the priest, there is another
kind of edncation to which we would eall your speeial attention im
this pagtoral letter. It is the education of the home—the instruction
the child has a right to receive from its pareuts; the surroundings
that from morning to night make such deep and lasting impression
in the child’s mind and the child’s heart. How full of meaning is
that aaying of 8t. John Chrysostom’s, * The parents’ lips are the
caild’s primer.” The words that fall from a pareot’s lips are
necessarily the firat educators of the infant's mind ; they coostitate
an ever present source of intellectual development, an all powerfal
factor in the formation of the child's affections and aspirations, I
ia in the pareat's words that the child’s intelligence begina to discern
the first glimmerings of that holy faith and religion, thy garms of
which were infused at the baptismal font; it is the parents’ whisper.
ngs that engender the first beginnings of a sacred awe for the
mysteries of religion ; the first realisation of dependence on the
invisible Creator; the first tender yearnings of love towards Jesus
and Mary ; the first aspirationa of a holy ambition in the growth of
virtue, and the attainment of eternal reward. Finally, the parents’
lips ought to be that daily source of instructien from which the inno-
cent and pliabl: soul of the child learns its duties, its dangers, s
enemies, its temptations, How often the self-restrained and generous
devotedness of the man or woman dates back to the fitst idea of
virtue and Christian charity implanted in childbood by God.fearing
parents; or, on tbe other hand, how often the hideous crimes and
moral oblignity of the criminal classes can be traced to the blasphemy,
the irreligion, and the immorality of the homes of their childhood.

It i3 you, therefare, Caristien parents, who are necessarily the
first educators of your family, and its firat epostles alas, Your mission
begine with the first meaningless prattle of the playful infant aud
the virtue or the vice of the future man or womaa depends in great
meagure on the manner in which you fulfil this mission, Yes,
Catholic mother, your babe may be s'ill ia its cradle—it cannet
understand or r2alise what you are saying, but in imitation of the early
Christians, frequently sign its little forehead and breast with the holy
sign of the cruss, L.et one of the first uses of its tiny hands, under
the guidance of the mother’s hand, be to bless itself, Let its first
book be one that is capable of teaching it to know and to love 1its
Creator. Let the first story it hears from its father’s lips be ona
Lhat binges on the preat truths of rel'gion ; and let it never come to
pass that ite first idea of reiigion avd of Gud should come to it only
when 1t begins to go to the Sisters’” school, or is taken by its parents
to the Church and there hears the priest at the altar address the
peaplz. To you, thercfore, Catholic parents, belongs the privilege,
on you dovolves the responsibility of laying the foundations of the
1eligions instraction and education of your childres. Yes, it is whilst
they are as yet in the tender age of infanecy, when, ag Bf, Baa:l ex-
presscs himself. they are like sof: wax, which will take any and every
nupression ; thea 18 the time to rmprint on their hearts and lipa the
sacted and holy nomes of Jesusand Mary., ‘Fell toem how the divine
etuld Jesus grew i grace asd wisdom before God wud man ; tell
tiim of His obedines towards Mlary and Joseph.  Teach them to join
tbewr hittle bands and raise them reverently to their Maker, the
Creator of heaven and earth, to the Bless: ] Viraqin, the protectress
of childhood 5 and whep, a hittle later on, thenr mind has somewhat
developed, and then inf o Coadens have taken a little more forw, lead
them un to the beapsuines of fath, teach them the fist caapters of
the ~bort cuechiam, inspire them with respeet and luve for thewr
Litele prae wees of tehoton, and geo them to 1ebsh the sweel and en-
oubling sentiupents ob histian pety,

Oty of all kat ¢ » and mothers would only understand and aceept
their pavntal responssirlities o thas ight, bow e efforts would bes
blesged by God, st v eonoline resulis woun'd tollow 1f narents would
recozmise smonest thetr Do st ob igrations and moi3t <herel daties
that of sat~ivivy s pueilestnal wd gioral voarning of theireldren
thiet nattral ctavine o reheang kpowledee thats inbora in every
human sonl that comes 1oto chiy world, for it must b: remembered
that el o breadd ellone dotd man Teee ] but g soal ever cries gut
Lor that itk ol ehinistian eaching weach nourishe-, which strengthens,
which proteers it against the we dhnes-es and gnocteonunes ol afailen
nature, Happy the ¢ 1l who. hke mamu 1of old, grows up unaer the
watchlul cate of truly Golly patents ' The powers of hig soul will
expand under the gomal wnimth of the 1we and ety of a good
wother, lThe stmospvae ob wnnoeenc that he breathes :nd in whieh
he hveg, that parity of morads which surroands Lim, that dwiy prastica
of relinious dubies beld i reveron: voneraon 3 all tvese Dorm 1 rzal
and sound comrse of instruction 1o the youthful mind which he
impereeptibly imimbes dany aod hoarly ;10 eonstitales a systeny of
reacling that enhghtens s understinding, finds 1ts way to his heart,
amd deposits thure the germ=s ol evory Chinst o virtue, whilst it pre.
Jimpoaes bam 1o Tocelse @ be anebit 'he Tessons he will receive lator
on {rom th: priest, in the pulpt anithecsofesional  Buat Task you
Is this Dleal ol the Chnstian fame gy —thes ou hae of a truly Christian
heme eilue iton—a livingaeabiry  dossitfiad a practical embodiment
1 the population ol New Zoaland? Tat cueh homes aze to be found
wo gladly acent,  Bat they are the exgeplhion 1ather than the rule,
Liet ws nsk our-elves how it comes to §ass thiat the duties of father
amd mother, an't their sacred mis-ien as the iest esducators of their
entldion ate, as o matter of taet, so nevlected wnd overleohed,  What
13 the reasen tha' i this promitog laml of then adoplion so many
patunts show so Dttle Jove cnud veneration 1ot the tran -honoured tras
divions of the tatth of then fitners —so Iittle naaety to hand down
tu theit own childien the lvarlwom ot fanh and pety (hat they
bionght with them from the land ot thoe birth . How eomes 1t that
80 many parents allow toar doldren to grw up under tuewr own
eyey, under the baneful wiluenes of a futal and calpableinsitterence,
d=vord of all practical travning 1 the fear aud love of Gud ; w thout
evet speaking to them of their word and God, or teacminge thom to
raige their hearts to Hirm in prayer, or to serve Him by obedience to
His sovereign will? Alay, the reply to these momentous questions is



