
TO THE EDITOR N.Z. TABLET.Slß,— Enclosed you will find cheque for £2 9s. inaid of the Parnell
Defence Fund, collected by Mr. P. Deegan, of Lime Hills. The listsarenowclosed in the Winton district. Mr. Deegan andIreturnour
sincere thanks to those gentlemen whoso liberally subscribed for thecause,andespecially so to ihoseProtestantsandOrangemen who didso asa protest against the bowlings of some fanatics who try tomake
peoplebelievethat none but Catholicß takeup the cause.—lam, etc.

T. Horan.

DiaryoftheWeek.
Wednesday, 31st.

CAPSFoulwindlabour difficulty settled ;all employees tobe union
men, receiving standard rate of wages.

— Earthquakeshocks at West-
port,Reefton,and Greymouth.— GermanEmperor sails for Spithead

Thcesday, Ist.
Proposed to commence systematic cultivationof sugar beet in

Waikato district.
—

Salisbury, speaking at London Mansion House,
pronounces evacuation of Egypt impossible.

Friday, 2nd
Public meeting at Greymouth urges on Government completion

of Grey-Hokitika railway.— German Emperor arrives at Cowes, Isle
of Wight.

Satubday, 3rd.
Canada excited by seizure of fishing schooner in Behring Sea by

American cruiser.— Colonel Gienfell wins decisive -victory over der-
vishes.

—
Boehm, R.A., commissioned to execute memorial tablet of

late W. B. Dalley.
—

Intense beat causing many deaths at Bjkhara,

Monday, sth.

Tuesday, 6th.

Cordial reception of Emperor William in England taken by
German Press as proof of support given to TripleAlliance.

Meeting of Tailores3's Union in Dunedin adoptsrules prepared
by committee.— CaDtain Haneby, late U.S.S. Hawea,killed by tiam
at Sydney.— Fighting at Crete between Turkish troops and political
factions.— Bill providing for younger members of Royal Family
passes Commons by D.> niajonty.

PASTORAL LETTER OF THE BISHOP OF
AUCKLAND.

frequentthe Catholic schools— inseeing thattheir children, both bops
and girls, go to the Sunday School with their catechism already*
preparedandlearned by heart.

But, dearly beloved children in Jesug Christ, besides the instruc-
tions of the school and the teac .ing of the priest, there is another
kind of education to which we would call your special attention in
this pastoralletter. It is the education of thehorne

—
the instruction

the child his a right to receive fromits parents;the surroundings
that from morning to night make such deep and lasting impression
in the child's mind and the child's heart. How full of meaning is
that saying of St, John Chrysostom's,

"
The parents' lipsare the

child's primer." The words that fall from a parent's lips are
necessarily the first educators of the infant's mind ; they constitute
anever presentsource of intellectual developmsnt, an all powerful
factor in the formation of the child's affections and aspirations. It
is in the parent's words that the child's intelligence begina todiscern
the first glimmerings of that holy faith and religion, ths germs of
which wereinfused at the baptismal font; it is the parents' whisper-
ings that engender the first beginnings of a sacred awe for the
mysteries of religion; the first realisation of dependence on the
invisible Creator ;the first tender yearnings of love towards Je3us
andMary ; the first aspirationsof aholy ambition in the growth ofvirtue,and the attainment of eternal reward. Finally, the parents'
lipsought tobe that daily sourca of instruction from which the inno-
cent andpliabls soul of the child learns its duties,its dangers, its
enemies, its temptations. How often theself-restrained andgenerous
devotedness of the man or woman dates back to the first idea of
virtue and Christian charity implantedin childhood by God-fearing
parents; or, on the other hand, how often the hideous crimes and
moral obliquity of thecriminal classes can be traced to theblasphemy,
the irreligion, and theimmorality of the homesof their childhood.

It ia you, therefore, Christian parents, who are necessarily the
first educatorsof your family,anditsfirst apostles also. Your mission
begins with the first meaningless prattle of the playful infant and
the virtueor the vice of the future manor womandepends in great
measure on the manner in which you fulfil this mission. Yes,
Catholic mother, your babe may be sill in its cradle

—
it cannot

understandorrealise what youaresaying,but inimitationof theearly
Christians, frequently sign its little foreheadand breast with theholy
sign of the cross. Let one of the first uses of its tiny hands, under
the guidance of the mother's hand, be to bless itself. Let its first
book be one that is capable of teaching it to know and to love its
Creator. Let the first story it hears from its father's lips be one
that binges on the great truths of rel'gion ;and let it never come to
pass that its first idea of religion aud of God should come to itonly
when itbegins to go to the Sisters' school, or is taken by its parents
to the Church and there hears the priest at the altar address the
people. To you,therefore, Catholic parents, belongs ihe privilege,
on you devolves the responsibility of laying the foundations of the
lehgious instruction and education of your children. Yes. it is whilst
they are as yet in the tender age of infancy, when,as St. Basil ex-
prtsses himself, they are like soft wax,whichwill take any and every
impression;then is the time to imprint on their hearts and lips the
sacied aud holy names of Jesus aud Mary. Tell tnernhowthe divine
child Jesus grew in grace at d wisdom before God aud man;tell
Hum of His obcdi -ncs towards M.iry and Joseph. Teachthemto join
tuoir little hands and raise them reverently to their Maker, the
Cieatorof heaven and earth, to the Blescei Virgin, the protectress
of childhood ;and when, a little later on, then mmd has somewhat
do anItheninf in i.- ide:-»s hive takena little more form, leid
them on to Uio beginnings of faith, teach them the riist chapters of
the cuechiiin, inspire them with respect and love for their
little pi.ic ices ot tdiiuon. and gc them to icl'sh the sweet and en-
nobling sentiments ot (.hnstian piety.

Oli, if all lat e » and mothers wuulrt only understand and accept
their[iuental rj'.ponsib'htn s in this light,how t ieir efforts would ba
blttsed by G id, w ii condolingresults wou'd tollow it parents would
recognise !'inoiii:v-t ttu*;1 t >i. m^t ob igatious and m >st s icre1 duties
thaiotsat'-1yini^ UiiMiUellejtnU mdmoial >tamingof theirchildren;
tliit iiatuial eiaviiig lot ieligious knowledgethat is inborn inevery
human sdiil thit come--, into thi>> world, ioi it mu-,t b;remembered
ihat "not (ii br<dil (tloiu doth mnnliti," but Ins soul ever cries out
i)V thatmilk ii .caching w.ichnourishe-, which strengthens,
w inch piottc's it against tl v \\i-ik^cs-cis and saottcominu'sof afallen
naturt. Happy the c lid who. like !-aruu lof old, growsup umier the
Watchtul cue oC tiuly Goily patents' Tho powers ot lus soul will
expand under the urcnial wnitr.ta ot the i>ye and piety of a good
mother. 'Ihe iitmosp'n'ie <>t mnocenc* that he breathes '.ml in which
he lives, thatpuntv ofmorals whichMirrojtnishim,that daily practice
of religious duties he'd m leveii-n: v< neiuion ;all these fjrin ireal
and sound couite of instiuctio.i to the youthful mind which he
imperceptibly linhibiM dai.y and ho'irly ; n constitutes a systtni of
'eaclnug that enlightens his undeist mdnig,finds its way tohis heart,
anddeposits there the fjeiniJ ot cv( -y C irist:ri virtue, whilst it pre-
disposes i.im to i\ceive> a-> he nu^hi Mr- lessons he will receive later
on fiomthi priest, m the pulpit an1 t tu>c jofrs-ional But Iask you
is this ideal ol the Christian fam' iy

— tips <>v hae of a truly Christian
home educ itiuii

—
a livingleahty dot Mlfindapractical embodiment

in thepopulationol New Zealand / Tv it homes aie to be found
we gladly ai'mit. But they ait, the exception iather than the rule.
Let v-, ask our'olveb how it comes to | is-, tint the duties of father
and motliLM, and their sacied mission as the rirst educators of their
cmldiui aie, a« a matte:of tact, so neglectedand oveikoked. What
is the reason tiia 1 m tin--, pionn in^ laud ot then adoption so many
|iauni>,show i-o littl>' lov'' .'.ml \ (.Derationioi the tnm -honoured tra-
ditions of the faith of then iitru'l-, —so lntlc .nxiity to h.vid down
to their own children the hi lrlnom ot faith and piety that th"y
brought with them from the land ot t'nir birth? How comes it that
so many parents allow t'H'ir children to gi iw up under tncir own
ejey, under the banefulHiilu^iou of a fatal and culpable inuill'eicnce,
devoid of all practical traininginthe fear and love of God;w tbout
evet speaking to them of their L,ord and God, or teacnm* them to
raise their hearts to Him in prayei, or to serveHim by obedience to
His sovereign will ? Alas, the reply to thesemomentousquestionsia

John Edmcnd,of the Order of St. Benedict, by the Gr^cl
of God, and ihk Favour or the Hoi^ Apostolic Sek,
Bi-hopof Auckland, to the Clergy hKCUL.u< and Kkgu-
lar,andto the lau'yof the said diocese,heali'h and
Benediction intheLord.

We were prevented this year from addiessing you,dearly beloved
childrenin Jeais Christ, in our usual Lenten Pastoral, by ourabsence
from theDiocese. We, therefore, erladly avail ourselves of the present
occasion at this, season of the year,when it i^ our wo it to aupeal to
you onbehalf of the orphans and destitute children of our diocise,
to allow our thoughts toexuand, an l to inviteyour careful attention
to a few reflect ions on the all inipjitmt topic of the religious lUici-
tion of childhood. It is a subject, this, which la allied to, though
dißtioct from, the other great question of the day,and. which foiuis
one of the great contenuons between the Catholic Church ,uid
infidelity— a& to the duty, thenecessdt} , and the advan ages of school
training andeducation being guided by and accompanied with the
imparting of religious principles,and practice,andbelief. We piopose
on this occasion to confine ourn(lections to that fundamental, a-ul
thereforemost impoitant element of religious education, whic'i datib
fiom the cradle, overlaps the influences of the school, and continues
more or less actively tnrough manhood and womanhood, so long as
the associations contained in thatsicrel word home have any plp.ee
ill therealities of life or therecollections of memory.

A strikirjg feature in what we may call the human character of
Him who came to save and redeem mankind is displayed in 'he
pagesof the Gospels. Itis the tenderness andaffection he manilestud
towardschildieu. InHis journeyiuga throughout tuecountrydistucts
of Judea, inHis sojourns in its towos and villages, it was His wo-.t to
call the ht'le ones around Him, andas they crowded and pieced to

near Him, He would caress and bless them, and takeihei'1 partMkgainst His friends and disciples who would have sent ♥hemaway as■resome and importunate,declaring His wishthat they should njt bj
■indered,becaute their simplicityanddocilitymade them apt subjects

the Kingdom of Hisgiace in this woiIdaud of His Glory id the
'Ibis solicitude rind love lor the little onesof the nock of Jesus

has beeninherited andperpetuatedby the pastors of the Church.
ouiselve.-, both from the lovowe bear towards children, and from

of the duty that is incumbent onus, havecons'antly inculcated
the priests and people the importance cf that greatquestion of our■mes— ihe Christian education ot youth, and have frequently insisted■jthe duty of Catholic parents to H^nd their chiluren to our own

schools. During our episcopalvisitation of the dioceße we
dwelt on thenecessity of"Sunday Schools, and reproved the

apathy of certain parents
—

especially those whose children do not
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Correspondence.
tWe arenot responsible for the opinions expressed byour Correspondents.]
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