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CHRISBTCHURCH,

————————
(From our own Correspondent.)
DuBING the past week or so the weather has been simply delightfnl,
Bome of the days have been %0 warm as 1o suggest the presence uf
mild nor'-westers, It is quite a treat to see the paths dry, the air
clear, and to feel the sun agan. Un Saturday afternoon a curinus
atmosphbaric change took place, Poemibly the cletk of the weather
wanted to let us know that his stack of fog was not exhausted, and
that he could still make things unplessautly damp if he so wishe:l.
After Saturday’s experience no one will question his power in that
respect. About balf-past thres the sun was shining brightly, the eky
was clondless, the air perfectly clear, and everyune went abont with
& pleasant feeling that spring was not fer distant, Buddenly s thick
fog came crawling over and down the Lyttelton hilis. It steadily
erept over the plaing, and epveloped the whilecity, Ina very short
space of time the warmth and toe sunsiine dep.rted, and the ar be-
came intensely culd. The fog was so heavy tha! im an hour after its
sppearanice the moisture was drippiug ke rain from the trees vver
hanging the pide walke, Let us bope that a montn's supply of must
has been summed up io this one. and that for this season we are done
with these unplensant visitants from across the hills, Allthe vagaries
of the Christchurch climate I can endure with equanimity, except its
{lpga ; buti these, I must say, are my special abhorrence in the climatic
oe.

Of conree directly a atart was made by the Irish residents here
to prepare for the reception of the Delegates, the old system of anony-
mons writing to the ncwspapers condemnming the movement was
adopted by some little-micded persons. Qne letter signed “ Union
Jack " was a fair specimen of what a bigot ever ready to be on the
rampage to stir up religious ill-feeling can do, or ratber would like ta
iry to do, However, fortunately the intellectual ability of men of
the stamp of * Union Jack " who deliberately try to Lring discredit
upon their Catholic fellow-eitizens is generally of a very inferior order,
80 that their power 1o intliet injury isnot by any means in proportion
to their desire 10 do so. Duubtless as the time for the visit of Mr.
Dillon approaches nearer, the crop of savage anonymous correspon-
dence will increase. But as such letters, if they were as ihick as
bail, wiil not, I am convineed, kecp one shlling out of Mr, Dillon's

ket, or one person away from his meeting who intenda to be there,

do not think that we need trouble ourselves much about such
cowardly endeavours to injare a great cause. There has been some
talk here abont the Chriischarch “ loyalista™ gettinz up a counter
demonstration, bat like all such projects here I think it will end in a
fizzle out,

The fight over the Bepresentation Bill iy causing a great deal of
excitement here, The democrats, of course, applaud the action of
tbe stonewallers, whiie the fine old Conservatives, who would like to
gee acurb put upon the power that demucracy wiclds in the towns, do
not approve of the gbatruction of the towa mewmbers, and would like
to see the Premier rush hig little Bill through th: House. As 1t
wounld undonb ealy be 8 very bad thing for the country for the
landed class to get such ap undue amount of influence 1o their banda
88 this Bill would give them, I muost say tbat all my sympathies go
with the stoncwallers, and I bope they will suceeel 1 blocking tue
Bill uotil 1he Guvernmentis obiiged towithdraw it, The constuuinie
of tue city m.mbers why have cupis:l the Repressatation bBall
sbould give their representatives on then rerwn atter the segelon a
1eception worthy of the gallant firht they have wagel 1n defence
of the rights of cify vuters and 1o the cause of Laberahsw. [ thiok
if the ety el-ctors qul ¢ uoderstoad the Jdrdt of thie bl, and whae
an entirely Comeervative measure it ie the protests apaimst 1o would
be much more vigoreus thaa they have been,  Itis unjust and tyroo-
pical. Any man who catls bimselt the workingman's frivnid, auwd
supporis the  Represcntation Bl 1o the  House  ocauht 1o
be made by the woikingmen to feel at the next genoral ol etion that
they know how 1o putish a trastor to thewr realwnterests,  Oa batur-
day tight a mecting was beld bere for the ponrpose of proti-ting
against the Biil, but the majonity of the speeches were not remark-
able for point or vigowt. One speaker, however, who, I belive, s
somewhat new tc a Corigtchuich platform, made a remathably anle
and eloquent speech. That was the brothier of Mr. Bussell, a well-
known barrister 1a this city.  Mr, Bussell did not handle the Bill
with the gloves on. He dealt wrth it pretty ronghly, and ghowe ! s
bearers what it really meant. It 1s a pity tbat there are n L more
public speakera in Christeburck of this gentlemar’s mental ca 1uje.
I hope we shall hear of him again.

No answer has ag jeu been rcceived from Melbourne by the
secretary of the Reception Committee, in response to the request sent
that Christchureh might be placed upon Mr. Dillun’s New Zealaial
programme. No doubt, thougn, 1n due coorse the reply will cowe.
Fathers O'Uonnell and O'Counor are, 1 believe, alreedy workipg up
their respective parisizs. So 1ghall expect to bave tne pleasure of [
recoring the fact that Bangiora and Darfield will do yeoman’s eer-
vices in welcoming the delrgates, and 1n supplying respectable httle
piles of coin for the purpose of swething the Canterbury conlnibutivns
to the National fund.

Father Donoelly, of Oamarz, was in town last week. |

The Christehurch Press has epoken very favourably of Mrs &
M=cPheiwnon's little story, and prophesies that she hag a future before
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her as a writer.

I regret to say that Mr. P. Henly, of Bhaud's Track, has heen
suffering from a somewhat severe attack of bronchiirs, It i3 {0 be
boped that, hke Richard, be will soon be himself again,

His Lordship the Bishop appears to have recovered from his
indisposition. He wes in Church o Sunday and spoke a few words
of thanks to the members of the 5t, Vincent de Panl Bocioty for the |
work which they hal doue in assiating the poor.

Mr. E. O'Connor has at length got bis ** double-breasted man-
sion ” in Barbadoes Btrcet into a halntable condition. The new
dwelling house is quite an imposiog strecture and adds considerably
fo the appearance of Barbadoes Blreet South, Patrons of Mr. O’Con-

nor’s book depdt can henceforth depead upon iinding bim oo the
premises, since the shop aed dwelling houss are now combined,

Father Commines has retarnel from bis wandeting into iniernal
Cacteibury, and much to the satisfaction of his parishioners, has
settled down at home for a time,

©n ine Feast of St, Anue, the anniversary of the Rishop's coo.
secration, there was SBolemn Benediction io the cveni g.

At eleven o'c.oeck church on Sunday Father Cumminus drew
aftention t the conerrr which 13 1o be given on the eigbth of Angust.
1o a1d ¢f the piroc nalschoels,  T'hig, hie said, wasan casy way of asaist-
int the sehool fund, and he hoped thateveryone woald 1ecognise it as
their daty to be present at the coneert  In addition to the pleasure
which arises from the performance of a duty, those who ab end the
concert will have another pleasore in store, namely that of hstenng
tosomic very geod musie,  Mr, I, II. Loughnan isto aet as couductor
and that fact ajone should be sufficient puarantee of the treat which
will await pations of the coacart, Les it should not be suilicient,
howevel. 1 way mention that Mrs, Towpend, 3Mrs K ilv, Miss Grace
Peoaer, and Mr, Buschell are amony the singris. It this intimiion
will not bring large numbers to the concert, then people mu-t want
an awinl lot forthoir money,

1 bave just road the fi-st apoual rep bt of the St, Vincent da
Faui Bueirty, and 1 musr say that I have been much surprived at the
amount of work wineh the Brothers of the St Vincent de Paul have
mavaged to accormphsh in so ehort a time,  Itisjust a year ago s1oce
the Christchureh branch was put upsn its pratent footing by the
Bishop. A ladies” branch of the Society had been in existence fur
some nme betore, but 1t was in a somewhbat labgmsliog candition,
The Bishop then called together a {uw gentivmen, cxplanel h- nbh-
jrctg of the Siciety, and urged upon them the dewiravinty of L hing
up the wurk of the great 8, Viocent. This was Jone.  The ass wia-
tion was very smail, but, in gpite of all difficultivg, tue Littie band of
di ciple« of thiegreat lover of the poor have strozelid on, wnd have
done a sarpr sing amount of work 1o the way o1 cchieving s resa,
Out of ther swali funds as manv as four hu dred onlers have be n
given for foud, clothing, and firing, Ao analisis of these crders
shows that ond thiusapd people have received < Liom the Bt Vin-
cent de aul B ciety, It must be remembered that the Saciety num.
b 1. comparatively fow members, and that on them the woik falls
veiy heavily. Its difficult to imagine why Lais work, w ich s s0
estmable 1o 1tself, suould be left to the few, Evaryoune p ofes-es to
hve sympathy with the poor, but that sympathy, Lam s:ay to say,
dots oo 821 w0 tuke a prac ical soape. I 1t did, the m mbers of
the 84, Vincent de Paul would be grester in numbers than they are.
This profersal sympathy with the poor generally means just a hittle
sentimental talk at the firesule, but 1t dees wot mean that people
thould practize the smallest effort at self-lenial Lo relieve the distress
which the: su ghbly commis rate, [ baveseen goad Christian people
sitiang before o geod blazing fue, enjoying their comfortahle evening
meal, wbic a poor, hungry-looking, shivering tellsw-creature has
gone away trow the doorunfed and unwarmed, and [ have heard ruch
people ta k of how -orey they were for the poor, I woull not give a
straw fol suci sy wpathy, I wouwd far rather aear a p rson say biard
1hinz- of t ¢ poor.thao say soit things and do the hard ones. M ihere 1s
oe thin s anove anoth v wo ek Idetestat s ths comfor ab’e, costless
seywpaliy Towaleh never is backed up by a giw ! ol @onctons acdon,
Aberoexp 1onces wise I had wayselt of late awoese toe poor of this
eriy Ienuld gquiteun lerstaad Farner Cammozs teehngs upon ocea-
stwis e woaern noforred od sunda,, Hoeosarl that oiten an pre-
s e of tre dull desparr cencrated o pepl ov e ohior poverty.
thas b folt nsbm a to tak o them ot ¢ urs nimty. and of the
poovidioce o G d. Hos cuazany e v hoof coant ¥ty e weary -
faeed, thin-:lad, gy mo by ot hungry euidren, with the cup-
board ety bes be ber, Ber ol Blanketloes, her pook or penniless, ber

reat wngad, amd notuig bub the strect botore her and her 1 tleones s
wit Trail tonod ber there e poople pod sty Chinstianity wuo are
sevel taean duxary aud nevcr s of g o schitary ~alhiog o
the poor.  Pe ple reed not shake thar noats and sy that the priest

overdraws brs protures of tue woe ¢ ehin 33 which casts 1 s ity
that th e 1> nu real want, tsteere not? Tt those why think 8o
goani B atch for themselves and they wil o vekly dise nal worse
and e pitdal cases than the pricst hus ever de-embed. [ have
suct hupary peep's 10 tuts fare ety I have <onl v 1 hones 12 which
want h1s ctood a3 sarely as it dud by the bodside of Meoetaha, 1
have s.en poor hittle babizs w1 b their faces pie ched avd old locking,
and the r bones almaost fl>ehless breoase thes hal not ciough to eat,
and frogueatly hiterally withou @ 1ag 1o thair bichs, [ have Jooked
into empty cupboards ar.d turned over then thread-bire Lianksts on
poor Peds oneold fioors, in this meh city, No one newd button up
their poekets wnon a charity serm o preach sdan Chstelureh, bes
cause thiur is no distrass 1o 1clieve. Thoe 1o teed, unhaopily,
muzh and vire teed for U ministratons of sach sreicties ay that of
st, Vine.nt d+ Paul ; but i everyoze would do a litte that & stress
woua' ! be pumines d, s T bave writien cl-ewhore, out of toe wasite
all the want conld be snpphed,

At eleven o'elock Mass Father Cnmmings, as wag an-ounce { 1
Saturdav s paj e, predached o chanty ~etmoen n b of the tnody of
the Boerety.  lbe chureh was pretty fuil aed T B pe that the con-
toibutions were sabetantial,  Father Camoones took o s test the
douh verse of the XILL ehap, of the Geanl ot b, Johin, * By thisshall
atl men know that you are my disciples 1t you bave Jove oos for
another.”™ Our I, rd, be said, pot only left commandm a's winch were
to gude the coudnet of mon, but he also fetr upon thow a stnet
injuaction to love one anofhur. Fley had beenosnvitd there that
duv £ r an espeeial purpose. In matundav s papers there was an
asdvertidement headed ** Bergember the poor’  1le had been ashed
that day to pload the cause of the poer.  That was aeamse for whien
gaints had hived #nd died. [t was a cws dvar to the beart of every
chirsti, anl cspeeally dearto tue Bacred lleart of our Divine Liord,
It was a great caude for which be plended, this caunse fuor winch thewr
great patron St Vincent de Paul lived. Men and wom-n gloried 1a
calling wnemseives brothersand sisters of 8t, Vincent de l'aul, Their
object tn becomiog diseiples of Nt. Vioceot was the noble cne of
drywng up the tears carsed by poverty, Ie boped that ho should by



