Friday, June 14, 1889,

NEW' ZEALAND TABLET

23

their slanders, Father McFadden, the nublest and purest priest in
Ireland, has been not merely accused, but committed on a charge of
marder. That is the answer. The man whom America delights to
honour can well afford to treat the slandera of the howling pack of
Coercionists with the most supreme eontempt,

The good old Penal days are being rapidly revived in Irsland,
and the priest-hunts are grown as common aa fox-hunts. The priest.
hunters bad a splendid time of it last week. Hather McFadden, 1n
the county of Donegal, way committed by the Remavables on a
charge of murder so grotesque that the prosecating ciunsel dare not
ask for a committal, Father Farrelly’s house, 1m the county of
Wicklow, waa broken into with vielence and gutted, on the mere
pretence of searching for the rev. Coercion crimtnal. When, to pre-
vent forther raids, he went to surrender himself at the police-barrack
he was brutaliy assaulted. Fatber John Maher, in the count: of
Kildare, was summoced before the Removablea for daring to take the
part of the evicted tenanta against the Most Noble and Viceregal
exterminator the Marquis of Lansdowne, and will get his sentence in
due courae. In the couuty of Tipparary, Father Mickael Morris, of
Newport, and Father John Cunningham, of 8ilvermines, are dragged
into a Coercion court for attending a public meeting to protest
against the extortion of Mr. Toler R Garvey, of Birr, the ageat of
Mr. Lalor. The Removables have not yet announcel the terma of
imprisonment tbe Castle has decided on. Not a bad week’s work
this for the Coercionists. The priest-hunters of the Penal daye
hardly did better, though they employed blood-hounds where Mr.
Balfour employs Removable Magistrates. Wae are inclined to think
the blood-hounds were the more respectable brutes of the two, if we
are to judge from the Roche and Begrave atandard. Segrave, it will
be remembered, was the dog that ran down Father Kennedy.

From the report of the Scotch Crofters’ Cummission, which has
just been issued, there are some facts obtainable which shed a light
upon the eause of the tranquility whret now reigns in the western
islands, To put the matter in a natshell, landlord exaction and un-
reasonableness have been effectually stopped by the operation of this
Commission—so far as it has been enabled to apply its machinery.
Arrears, and the demand [for irreciverable arrears, were the
whole causes of the late troubles in the Scotch islands and in the
Gaelic-speaking mainland distric's. They are the fruitfnl source of
dipturbance herve; and they will continue to be the source of dis-
torbance until we have some legal machinery for dealing with them
similar to the Crofters’ Commission. The Commissioners repart
some very sweeping reductions in rent, ac well asa wholesale extine-
tion of arrears. In the county of Caithress they dealt with 27 hold-
ings, the landlorde’ reat for which came to a total of £346, It was
reduced to £169—a rednction of over 5I per eent. In Orkney they
considered 443 casges, and redoced the rents oo an average over 30
percent. They reduced it to £1,619. 1n Lnverness-shire the average
reduction exceeded 31 per cent. The average re.luction in the whols
of the arrears dealt with by the Commissioners was 68 per cent. In
the county of Ruse and Cromarty nearly ten thousand pounds were
swept away—a reduction of 74 per cent. In Orkney nearly £2,300
wag wiped out—an average reduction of 55 pear cent. In Caitbness
the reduction averared 74 per cent.  Vast as these redustions are, they
were perfectly neeissary to enable the tenants to live. Ia Ireland 1t
ia exactly the same case, with this difference, that the populition
aficcted by arrears of axtortionate rents is infinitely larger.

y—

MIDRIGHT BURNING AT CLONGOREY.
(Correspondence of the London Daily Aews,)

Ta-pAY (March 29) I went down to the Clongorey estate, in the Co.
Kildare, and saw on¢ of the saddest sights that coald probibly be
witnessel in any Huropean country in the Iast quarier of the pine-
teenth century, The landscape looked charming us the train steamed
aloag through the valley of the Lnffey and 1uto the heart oi peaceful
Kildate. A beautiful sprivg dayit way, with a sky flecked with blue
grey clouds anid half smiling, half-frowning on a land that seemel
happy and prosperous ; but there ave landlowds in Co, Kildare as well
ag at Qlenbeigh and Portumua,  There has been “ devil's works” guing
on 10 thigsmiling Co.of Kildate, and there is fand scape tu-day twenty
miles from Dublin whieh prescnts a preture one would have thougt
had long rince become, even 1n Diela o, vnly a1emunseenee of history
associated with the burnings and the pillamings ot Cromwell 5 soldicrs,
The stonies of Woodfurd, Glenbuigh, Bodyke, nnd Fallearragn, bave
sbocked the public of other countrice. Toe story of Clon.surey witl,
wh n it ia {fully known, appear incredible to people who Live ina
civilised lacd, The Clongorey eatate lies in the very centre of the
great level plain of Kildare. Standing m the eeatre of the property,
and locking south, you see in tbe distance the dark blue oathines of
the Wicklow moantains, and to the north the Hill of Allen rising up
gheer cut of the plamm, Tws landseape would be very dull and
very unntercsling werc it not for the numerous groves and woods
that break up the monot uy of a picce of conntry almost as level as a
cricket ground. 1 arrived at Newbndge at two o'clock, My carman
was full of the Clongorey evictions and of the midaight burning
gcene, Turninga corner as we drove through the village, he suddenly
exclaimed : o you sez that fellow ! thal’s cne of the Bmergency-
men ; that fellow was put of court yesterday by ths magistra-es for
perjury.”  Thiy, thought I, 19 a very gt banuninge, We drovae oyt
towards the doomed townlind,  Aftor we hal gone ab uta couple of
mileg my carman poisted to a house on the left side of the roal.
* That,” said he, "'ig o 1e of ths evicted bouses When the Emergency-
men arrived there they found a young boy of thirtecu years of ape
who had been bedridden tor seven years.  The loeal doctor had
given a certficn'e that he wag not fit to be removed 5 bub they
wJemoved bim all the same, and he is now hiviag with ooe of the

neighbours,”  Furthier on, turning a shaip corner, we came in full
view of a wooden structure 1n ¢ourse ol ercetion, out of which the
gaunds procceded ot carpenters and other rradesmen basy at work,
“ That's the League hut,” said my cicetone. * That’s where the
tenants that were buracd ont are going to live.™ I shall refer to thia
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hut forther on, and the extraordinary sceme I witnessed
at it later Jas the shadows of evening began to obliterate
from the vision the outlines of the distant mountains. Not
long after, turaing a sharp curve or the road, we suddenly came in
view of a scene which will ong live in my memory. Before me wera
the roing of the village, or, as the people here call it, ths * bawn "
of Clongorey, “ I waasbere a month ago,” said a gentleman to me,
‘ and this little community seemed to be happy enough, There Was,
it was ttue, all the evidence of a strong struggling existence, There
was not what you could oall plenty, but these people, though they
found it aelmost impossible to pay their rents, appeared to live
peaceably and happily together, This little *bawn" was, in
fact, leaving out the hard struggle of the people to live, a fair
picture of raral contentment. My car drove up the road
between two rows of black poplars, dwarfed by the meagreaess of the
nourishmsat of the soil, * There’s some of it,” said my carman, ag he
drew up bis horse in the centre of the village street, To speak
bonestly, though I was prepared from what I had heard for a scene
notable even among Irish eviction scenes, I was not prepared for this,
I spoke of the village ; there was no village lefr. Of the collection
of honsesforming the “ buwn * of Clongorey one stood 1ntact only,that
of the Widow Kelly on the left side of the road. A few meagre fiz
trees nodded their heads at each other over the bare walls, and the
black poplars swayed to and fro in the breeze that came over the
great plain of Kildere. A# the trees swayed in the wind, the shadows
moved up and down and in and out of the lonely mud watls and bare
gablea—a hard sight it must have been to the poor evicted people
who yeaterday called these walls * home.” I couldv’t help noticing
that while the habitations of bumanity lay desolate and destroyed,
the fowlsof one holding were left a covering against March cold,
There was, I afterwards found, ons house in this litile hamlet left
intact ag well as that of tbe Widow Eelly, At the further end of the
village on a little riging ground stood a farm house whose roof had
not yet fallen in, bat the roof did not cover its old owner, He had
been driven away with the rest. In the door as I passed stood a
surly-looking Emergeneyman talking to his protecting policeman. I
walked round into the farmyard. It wasstrewn with furniture, which
nobody eeemed to claim and the emergency cart was standing in the
middle of the yard painted with the defisat-looking flaunty red, I
inquired how 1t was that these houses ware not burnt down like the
others, and was led to the one unevicted house in the village, and
found myself in the prescuce of an old;woman of 80 years of age, who
has been bedridden for the lastfive years, This old woman, I learned,
could not be removed, The dispenssry doctor had furnished a certi-
ficale tuat she waa too weak to be taken from her bed. The leader
of the Emergencymen thought this was all nonsease. The old
woman, it was said, was only excited, Bhe was put about by the
crowd of people about the house, and in the meantime the ambulance
waggon stood at the door to carry her away from her home, But this
was rather a delicate busivess, The Sheriff became nervous, and tte
emergency doctor brought there for the occasion would not vouzh for
the strength of the venerable mnvalid. The sheriff wonld not accept
the responsibility of the removal, and so she had perforee to remain,
% He sa1d I was put about,” said the old widow to me, * but I was
not put about a bit.  Ac' if he had brought me out, an’ if [ bad died
infive minutes, I would not have been put about. I came to this
house sixty years ago. I'm a widow for fifty years, and have always
paid my rent, I bave ten grandchildren, and my son aud daughter 18
thirteen of us altogelher, and they wanted to put me ont now, But
if they would wait awhile it wonid be all over.” And so indeed it
will be with the Widow Keliy, Finally, the emergency aray left the
houee, and the unly harm they did to the widow's nousc was to knock
the roof off the poreh, and it was probably beesuse they couldn’t eviet
the widow and were afraid of burning her to death that they did not
set fire to the boilding, Leaving the village, 1 was taken up the
road about a quarter of a mile to the centre of the district jn which
the burned houses aresituaied. We walked across the fields to see
the work ot Clongorey landiordism ; never have I seen sach a sight,
Dotted over the plain, sometimes hidden behind dwarfed poplars,
sometimes etanding cut in grim relief against the distant Wicklow
hills, stood a number of black ruing, * A short tims sinee,” said one
of my informants, * those were happy enough homes. The tenants
never were What you would call very comfortable, mot to 84y pros-
perous, but they strugsled on, and op t» recent times the Iandlord
treated them 10 whav way thought in thosz days a fair spirit. But
recently difference: have arisen. The tenavts are not able to pay
ther rents, The landiord failed to recogmise the cxigencies of the
times, and elghteen months ago the majority of the tenants
jommed  the Pian of Campaign, Bince then it bas keen &
struggle between the two parties——the tenants anking by degrees into
the deepest poverty.” To go into detaills of the struzgle would
occupy 100 much space, but it is shying the very least to declare that
the Clongorey tenants have an overwhelming case for the demaod
f£or a reduction in the rents of from twenty to thirty per cent. The
trustees of the estate refused to agree to any such terms. Prooceed-
ings were taken apainst tenants last June, and a number of avictions
were carried out 1o November. Oa Tuesday and Wednesday a seennd
bateh of evictiune was consummated, and at the present time about
cighteen famtlics are hving on the charity of their neighbonrs, Most
of those evicted bhal tri:d to cling to their dwellinge, and some
members of differeut families have daily wisited their former hones,
Uader considersbla difficultics must these visits have bien paid—for
areyular armyg of BEmeigencymen kept watch ani ward ovor thesa
evicted bonses, Thig was the siate of affairs on the estate on Weid-
nesday, O. Thursiay morning some of the eviere! tenants and their
huspitable verghbours wakenmd up to witness a scene of desolation
the Like ot which has not beea witnessed m Ireland for many years,
Buraing cabins lighted up the landscape on every side. Very few f
1he poor tenants saw the actuat boruing of their houses, 1t was only
atewght or niny o'clock in the morming that tney know what had
becoma of their hereditary homes. As [ was leaving Clongmey at
about five o'clock my car drew up near the borders of tue catate
opposite a large wooden structure erected in a field close to the road-
sido, This is the but being erected by the National League for the



