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AT HOME AND ABR(AD.
o —————
WE have of Iate years been accustomed to hear a

TRUTH great deal about the excellence of the Buddhist
CONCERNIKG religion. So enamoured of the system referred to
BUDDHISM,

did some members of the Western nations become,
in , that they tsok it npon them to set npa
Buddhist propaganda’and they have at least dove something towerds
strengthening the religion in certain of its own quartera, There has,
moreover, more widely been a special disposition to draw comparisons
between Buddhiem and Christianity, which were more or less mn-
favourable to the latter, The reality, however, as compared with the
imagination, hardly appesrseo excellent, or leads ua to believe that the
adoption of the Enatern creed would ba of much bepefit to Christen.
dom. A special correspondent of the Pall Mall Gazette. tor example,
who bas recently paid a visit to Pekin, gives hizs newspaper some
details that are not particalarly edifying, His description relates to
a moasstery in the Chiness capital, into which curiosity induced him
to penetrate, but out of which he afterwards fonad bimeelf exception-
ally fortunate in being permitted to make his escape, The sights
peen in the temple, which is under thz charge of the Buddhist monks,
are not of much interest to ns. They consisted chicfly of images of
varicus sorts, some of them apparently remarkable as worksof art : —
“In a couple of hours,” writes the visitor, ‘' we had seen everything
and came out again into the central court-yard, Here were already
& hundred or more monks waiting for us, all with their heads shaven
like billiard balls, and, on the whole, a set of a3 tborough-pacsd

blackguarde as ever [ set eyes on; filthy, vermin-covered, bloated. 1

scrofulous, and with the marks of nameless vig:s stamped clearly on
many ¢ f their faces, ‘I ehall be glad when we ar: out of this,' I,
remarked, and my compacion heartily assented. But casier said
than done. They crowded round us with brutal inguisitiveness,
pulled us ahout, shonted to us, and laughed groesly as half-rational
gorillas might do.” The correspondent and his companion, however,
replied as politely ae they conld, signifying at the same time their
atrong desire to quit the premises, This, nevertheless, was not to be
80 easy a task as they hoped for thew. From erowding around them,
the monks betook themselves to an open attack, and a fight that
must in 8ll probability have ended fatally for the visitore was with
difficulty avoided, and they were obliged to pay a rather high price
for permisgion to leave. And is this, after all, the maked truih that
theosophism, for instance, clothes in such glowing colours for us?
Where in thia great monastery were the sages engaged ia contewpla-
tion of far greater depth and more marvellous ineight than anythiog
known even to the wirest men of the Western world? Whare was
the prolound knowledge githered ag the fruib of ages of study, or any
of the great and wonderful things which we are assured exist among
the Buddbists throvghout the East? Let this mob of turbulent
monks, evidentiy arrived at 1he lowest depths of degradation. answer,
The fact is, meantime, that the aseerted excelience of Buddhism,
like that of many other false systems of the present day, is due not
to any real good in the system itself, but to the anxiety which exista
io some places to eseape from the responsibilities of Christiamity,
and to sabstitute in its stead some form of be.ief ar philosophy which
may pot include a warning as to the judgment to come.

THE

ingoiry that has for some time been
CATHQLIC  going on before a committee of the Iegislature of
CONBENT, Magsachussets, relative to a Bill intended to make

the maintenance of Carholic schools in the State an
impossibility, is of interst to people residing in every couniry where
Catholic education is under toe ban of the Governwment—ss in our
own colony. The cut-spoken testimony, given by men of every
nationality, for example, as to the desire of the Catholic people for

& thoroughly Catholic education, and the voluntary manner in whic}i,’
completely uninfluenced by the pricsthood, notwithstanding the :

common pretence \hat they are so, they support such schools, are very
important, We hav: now before us, for instance, u report of the 1o~

quiry in queation, given by the Boston Pilet, in which a good dea]
occars to the effect that we have mentioned, ILouais Plout, a French
Canadian, for example, testified that most of his conntrymen settled
in bis neighbourhood, favoured, as he himself did, the Catholic
schools, His children, nevertheless, he smid, attended the public
schools, becanse there was no room for them, nor for kalf the children
applying. in the parochial schools. No priest bad ever threatened
him with excommupication, he added, becanse his children went to
the public schools, nor had he heard that such a threat was made in
any other case. Louis Poierer, who was of French.Canadian parentage,
thoogh a native of the States, gave similar evidence. The French
population of bis town, he said, were unanimously in favour of private
schools. This witness, moreover, gained applause for his outspoken
deciaration against unjust laws, The Catbolio Church, he said, bad
always advised compliance with the laws of the country. *¢Bot
does not the Church canon specify all f just ' laws '-—Witness : ¢ All
just laws, but the minute you pass unjust laws tha. are not fitting to
aoy enlightesed people, than I stand up a8 an enlightened wan and
good citizen and say I am going to fight them.'” . n appeal madeg by
Mr Thomas Gargan,a native of Boston, however,is still more important.
¢ None of thesa poor ignorant Catholies,” be seid, ¥ have come up here
to ask to be,relisved from this tyranny to which it is claimed tbey
have been spbjected, It will be well for you to take a leaf out of the
tegert history of Germany befora you put this legislation upon the
statute book of Maseachusetis and attempt to supervise the private
schools, In 1570 Bismarck uaderiook to set the State above the con.
sciencs of the people. Bismarck said he wounld have absolute control
of educatisn, and that he never would go to Canaoess. What was the
result in proud, imperial Germany ! It was not five yeirs before the
son of the Emperor made s pilgiimage to the Pope, asking bim to do
something to suppress anarchy in Germany, The Oatholic Chareh did
give ite aid in that work, Gentlemen, I predict that in this country
the day is not far distant when, with the monopolies upon the one
hand, and discontented labonr upor the other. the great conservative
force which will be called cu for the salva‘ion of the Republic will
be the Catbolic Church. The people who, from the Commaunding
Generalof the acmy, General Skeridan, dowan to the lowest private in
tbe ranks, have proved their loyally to this country, who have ghed
tbeir blood in batt'ing for tle maintenance of this Goverpment—
those men, when a different mission ccmes, and they are asked to
perform something mora graceful. will be as true and as loyal in the
future as they have been jn the past. Do cot alienate them by such
legialation an this, If those people bave 1he auspicion, well grounded
or not, thit you mean to persecute them, I appeal tu you to respect
thit easpicion, If you place this law uron the statute book, every
man of them would glory in heing arrested under the fourth section,
and be would want oo prouder and better 1itle than that, jn the canse
of morahty and conscience, he dieobeyed a bad and unjust law. [ iy
to you, gentlemen. pause. Let well enough a'oue.” —Wa see, there-
fore, how unanimous Catholic opinion on the subject of education is ;
how in all parts of the world alike Catbolics, uncoerced aand unino-
fluenced by their priests, desire a Catholic education fir their child-
ren. From the testimony of Mr, Polerer and Mr Gargao, again, we
learn incidentally the light in which resi tance to an unjust law is
generally looked up n by hynurable min —a matter that shonld be
duly congide ed by those, for examp'e, who accus: the lrish pec peot

turbulence because of their opposition to the oppression of their
couuntry,

IN the Westminster Review for April a comparivon

AX ERCOURAG- is made between the American revolution and the
ING COMPARI- Irish agitation of the precent day, The writer first
BON, states the Irish situation as it exists, and as the
Government of coercion explains it, n situaticn with

which we are, for our own part, sufficiently acquainted. The views
in question he compares with those existing in the reign of George
III. with regard to America :—* [n the King's ap:ech at the opening
of Pariiament on the 3lst October 1776, be tella ns,” the following
pagdages occur :~Nothing could bave afforied me so muach gratifea-
tion as to have been abla to inform youathat the tioubles which have
#0 long distracted my colonies in North America were at an eod ;



