
We haveof late years been accustomed tohear a
truth great deal about the excellence of the Buddhist

concerning religion. So enamoured of the system referred to
BUDDHISM, did somemembers of the Western nations become,

in fact, that they took it upon them to set up a
Buddhistpropaganda'andthey have at least done something towprris
strengthening the religion in certain of it» ownquarters. There has,
moreover,morewidely beenaspecialdisposition to drawcomparisons
between Buddhism and Christianity, which were more or less un-
favourableto the latter. The reality, however, as compared withthe
imagination,hardly appearsso excellent,or leadsus tobelievethat the
adoptionof the Eastern creed would be of much benefit to Christen-
dom. A special correspondentof thePallMallGazette,tor example,
who has recently paid a visit to Pekin, gives his newspaper some
detailsthat are not particularly edifying. His description relates to
a monastery in the Chinese capital,into which curiosity inducedhim
topenetrate,but out of which ho afterwards foundhimself exception-
ally fortunate in being permitted to make his escape. The sights
seen in the temple, which is under tha charge of theBuddhistmonks,
arenot of much interest to us. They consisted chiefly of images of
various sorts, someof them apparently remarkableasworksof art :

—
"
Inacouple of hours," writes the visitor, "we had seen everything

and came out again into the central court-yard. Here were already
a hundredor more monks waiting for us,all with their heads shaven
like billiard balls, and, on the whole, a set of as thorough-paced
blackguards as ever Iset eyes on;filthy, vermin-covered, bloated.*
scrofulous, and with tbe marks of nameless visjg stampedclearly on
many < f their face*. 'Ishall be glad when wearjout of this,'I,
remirked, and my companion heirtily assented. But easier said
than done. They crowded round us with brutal inquisitivenese,
pulled us about, shouted to us,and laughed grossly as half-rational
gorillas might do." The correspondent and hie companion, however
replied as politely as they could, signifying at the same time their
strong desire to quit the premises. This, nevertheless, was m>t to be
■oeasy a task as they hoped for them. From crowding around them,
themonks betook themselves to an open attack, and a fight that
mustin all probability have ended fatally for the visitors was with
difficulty avoided, and they were obliged to pay a rather high price
for permission to leave. And is this, after all, the naked truth that
theosophism,for instance, clothes in Buch glowin? colours for us1
Where in this great monastery were the sages engaged ia contempla-
tion of far greater depth and moremarvellous ineight thsn anything
knowneven to the wifest men of the Western world? Where was
the profound knowledge githercd as the fruit of ages of study, or any
of the great and wondeiful things which we are assured exist among
the Buddhists throughout the East1 Let this mob of turbulent
monks,evidentiy arrived at the lowest depthsof degradation,answer.
The fact i?, meantime, that the asserted excellence of Buddhism,
like that of many other fatee systems of the present day, is due not
to any real goodin tbe system itself,but to the anxiety which exists
in Borne places to escape from the responsibilities of Christianity,
and to substitute inits stead some form of be.ief orphilosophy which
may no* includea warning as to the judgment tocome.

The inquiry that has for some time been
catholic going on before a committee of the Legislature of
CONSENT. Masßachuesets, relative to a Bill intended to make

the maintenanceof Catholic schools in the Statean
impossibility, is of interst to people residing in every country whpre
Catholic education ia under the ban of the Government— as in our
own colony. The out-spokea testimony, given by men of every
nationality, for example,as to the desireof the Catholic people for
a thoroughly Catholic education,and the voluntary manner in which,
completely uninfluenced by the priesthood, notwithstanding the
common pretence that they areso, they supporlsuch schools,are very
important. We havj now before us, for instance,a report of the in-

In the Westminster Review for Aprila comparison
an encotjrag- ismade between the American revolution and the
ing coMPAKi- Irishagitationof thepretent day. Tue writer first

BON. states the Irish situation as it exist?, and as the
Government ofcoercion explainsit, nsituation with

which we are, for our ownpart, sufficiently acquainted. The views
inquestionhe compares with those existing in the reign of George
111.wita regard to Ameiica :—

"
In theKing's speech at the opening

of Parliament on the 31st October 1776, he tells us," the following
passagesoccur :

—
Nothing couldhave afforded mo bo much gratifica-

tion astohave been able to inform you that the ttoubles which have
■0long distractedmy coloniesin North America were at an end;
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quiry in question,given by the Boston Pilot,in which a good deal
oceanto the effectthat we havementioned. Louis Plouf,a French
Canadian,for example,testified thatmo9t of his countrymen settled
in bis neighbourhood, favoured, as be himself did, the Catholic
schools. His children, nevertheless, he said, attended the public
schools,because there wasno roomfor them,nor forhalf thechildren
applying, in the parochial schools. No priest had ever threatened
him with excommunication,he added,bacause his children went to
thepublic schools,nor hadhe heard tbat such a threat was made in
any other case.Louis Foierer, whowasofFrench-Canadianparentage,
though a naive of the States,gave similar evidence. The French
populationof his town,besaid, wereunanimously in favourof private
schools. This witness, moreover,gained applausefor bis outspoken
declaration against UDJust laws. The CatholicChurch, be said, bad
always advised compliance with the laws of the country. "'Bat
does not the Church canon specify all

'
just

'
laws '—Witness :« All

just laws,but the minute you pas* unjust laws th&t, arenot fitting to
any enlightened people, thsn Istand up as an enlightened man and
good citizen andsay lamgoing to fight them.'

" . n appealmadeby
Mr Thomas Gargan,anativeofBoston,however,is stillmoreimportant."Noneof thesapoor ignorant Catholics,"be said,"havecomeuphere
to ask tobejreliaved from this tyranny to which itis claimed they
have beensubjected. Iewill be well for you to take a leaf outof the
recent history of Germany before you put this legislationuponthe
statute book of Massachusetts and attempt to supervise theprivate
schools. In1870Bismarck undertook to set the State above the con-
science of the people. Bismarck said he would haveabsolutecontrol
of education, and tbathenever would go to Canossa. What was the
result in proud,imperial GermanyI It wasnot five yeirs before the
son of the Emperor madea pilgiimage to the Pope,askinghim todo
something tosuppress anaichy in Germany. The Catholic Churchdid
give its aid in that work. Gentlemen,Ipredict that in this country
the day is not far distant when,with the monopoliesupon the one
hand, and discontentedlabour upon the other, the great conservative
force which will be called on for the salvation of the Republic will
be the Catholic Church. The people who, from the Commanding
Generalof the army,General Sheridan, down to the lowest privatein
the ranks, haveproved their loyally to this country, who have shed
their blood in batting foi tl c maintenance of this Government
those men, when a different mission ccmes, and they are aeked to
perform somtthimr more graceful, will be as true and as loyalin the
future as they havebeen in the past. Do not alienate them by such
legislation as this. If those peoplehave the suspicion, well grounded
or not, thit you mean to persecute them, Iappeal to you to respect
thitsuspicion. If you place this law uponthe statute book, every
maa of them wouldglory in being arrested um?er the fourth section,
and he would wantno prouderand better title than that,in the cause
of morality andconscience, he disobeyed a bad and unjust law. Isay
to you,gentlemen, pause. Let well enough a'one."— We see, there*
fore, bow unanimous Catholic opinionou ths subject of educationis ;
how inall parts of the world alike Catholics, uncoerced and unin-
fiuenced by their priests,desire a Catholiceducation f>r their child-
ren. From the testimony of Mr. Power and Mr Gargao, again, we
learn incidentally the light in which ren tance to an unjust law ij
generally looked up nby hrn>urable mm-a matter that should be
duly conßideed by those, forexamp'e, who accus3 the Irish pe<p c o f
turbulence because of their opposition to the oppression of their
country.


