
Madame Lapeyre had baen aware of the attention paii by
Major Magnier to her daughter, bnt, with a mother's instinct, had
divined that they werenot rec3ived with favour. Still, she under-
stood that a shock must have boon given to her daughter's nervous
system, andseeiigHe'uie sitting oppositetoher, apictnreof unutter-able, tearless anguish, Bhe put down heremoroHery and moved toa
seat beside the girl. Stalling on^ aim around hor daughter's waist,
with the other hand she pulled the drawn face to hers. At this
He.enebroke down completely. W >rds came with the nobs, jerked
out, as it were, andwoid* of surprising import. At first Midam*Lnpeyre was unable to grasp their terrible meaning. As there is no
reabon why the reader should be required to suffer tbesame delay,
we will endeavour to presentHelene'arevelations

—
for to her mother

they were revelations— in a moreconcise and lucid style, thanthe
girl wasmistressof.

Major Magnier had been laying siege to a place already inpossession of anenemy. Among the officers of the same regiment
was ooe Captain de Soubeyron, who, * native of Rouen, hadknownH4!e ie Lapeyre almost from her childhood. Monsieur and M«dameLapeyre had taken no notice of the intimacy existing between their
daughter ant De Soubeyron. neither in thedistant pa«-t, when it wot
merely a boy aud girl frumNhip, nor in the more immediate past,
when they mistakenly r<-giid:i <t *s such, for the bor and girl
frienddhip lja'lripenvl infrjaBT>n» anIdatploveb;twe»n manandwoman. Major Maguier hid been moro observan*, and f'om having
merely a suspicion of the ral state of afflira, hi hai come to
possess the complete certainly that be had been worsiei in th*
struggle for Heleae Lapeyre's heart and hand, for there was nolikelihood of her having to be-Mow the latter upon any other than
tbe man to whom she had foifeited the former, De Soubeyron'"
connections, prospects, etc.,being satisfactory inevery way, and,in
some iespects indeed, superior to those possess d by Magnier.Instead, however, of retiring from the field, ashe might hare done,
with his eagles still in his possession, Magnier lost cont'ol overhim-self, and thus exposed himself to an ignominious disaster. Thisresult, inevitable considering the character of the contest, had
arrived on theday preceding that on which this story opens Under
circumstances into which it is not necessary to enter, Heleae had
shown her preference for Ds Souboyron. The Major had lost his
temper, and forgetfulof everything nave that he wasin tbepresence
of ahated rival, vented his spleen by addressing De Soubjyron in
the most insulting fashion. He ene was witness of the scene. What
she most feared was thatit would not endthere, but that it would
have consequences which might be disastrous for ber lover. D*
Soubeyronhad, touse a vulgar phrase, been "hardbit." Though he
had, in H6 eoe's presence, borne himself with dignity, the girl taw
that there were within him smothered fires which wouldburst forth
in terrible fury. Now, on the very day succeeding this altercation
between the two men, Major Magnier had been found dead. Do
what she would tobanish the thought, the remembrance of tbe scene
of ytsterday, and of tbe evil look which she badseen in her lover's
eyes, would force itself upon her.

Madame Lapeyre,at first utterly amazed at the situation which
her daughter's broken words placed before her,came, by the light of
calmer reason, tosee it* absurdity. Such baseness was impossible
in any gentleman, and least of all possiblein Alfred de rioobeyron'i
c-ise. As for the idea of tte twomen having met ttat morningin
toe wood,and of the sceneof the previous day being repeated and
extended,she dismissed that as in thehighest degree improbable.

He'une would willingly have found herself convinced by her
mother's reasoning, but thehorrible idea which had takenpossession
of her was toostrong. It wasa kind ofnightmare, and, do what she
would, she could not shake it off.

Itwas not that she believed exactly that it was as she feared
—

her faith inher lover was too firm for that
—

but she feared that it
might be so.

The girl wasstill aprey to thoseharassing thoughts, when Mon-
sieur Lipeyre entered the room. Immediately on hearing of th*
allegedmurder of MajorMagnier he bad gonetomake inquiries.

His first words on seeing bis wife andchild on his return were:'"
He is aot dead 1

'
"Notdead ? '* echoed the two woman, Madame Lapeyre,adding,'Thank God I

"' "No
—

not yet;what was at fir*1:taken fjr death was merely a
stateof complete unconciousoess. There is, however,nohopeofsaving
his life. The assassin's knife has done its work too welL What the
doctors cannot quiteunderstand is that poor Magnier should remain
so longunconscious. His condition is entirely abnormal. He had
not bledat all, or very little, that isexteriorly. There areno bruises
or anything of thatkind to account for tbe state of coma in which
tbe poor fellow lies. Doctor Edmund says he can only account for
it by supp sing that theknife had be ndipped insome subtle poison,
the existence and the effects of which areunknown to science. It is
a strangeaffair altogether."" Is he not expectedto recover consciousness?

"
asked Madame

Lapeyre.
■'Yet>, the doctors say that a man in his state usually comes to

his senses just before dea1b. Let v* hope thathe will do so,so that
the murderer will not escape. Itall depends on Magnier being able
tosay whois the man."

" Yes, there is one— the knife was found sticking in the poor
fellow'sbreist. Itisapeculiar weapon-witha silver-chased haft, and
a long, thin, triple-edged blade. But whatever is the matter with
He't-ne ?

"
The girlhad suddenly fainted.

(Concluded in,ournext.")

"
18 therenoother clue ?

"
asked Madame Lapeyre.

By K. B. Mabshall.
Author of"From Dark to Diwn," "TwoAfierno»ns," "The GoldenCross," "The Blood- Red Snow," "Sigaum Requirastis,"etc.
Itmay generally be assumed, when one comes across a horsebridledand saddled,that the rider is, if not oa theback of his Ro3inante,atleast not very far away. £u3h was the natural enough inference
drawn by apeasant who,one bright forenoon early in June, 1880,observeda riderless hack nibbling peacefully away at the herbagn intheforest of Fontenay aux-Roses, wnich is, as any one who has lived
in Rouen knows, t» favourite haunt of those Rouennais wno love tocultivate an appetite for luncheon by a morningpromenade. Seeing
abright five-franc piecein prospect, our Jacques Bonbomme, aftersecuring the animal— an easy matter,by the way

—
proceeded to look

for its owner."That has not the air of being vicious," thought the peasant,apropos of ihe animal he held by the bridle, and speculating upon
tne probability of the rider having been thrown;

"'
but someof thesegentlemenof the townknow as much about a horse as a fish about

apples. Ithought it," he added some few minutes afterwards,as,
coming toa turning where the alley he was following opened 'out
into akind of small clewing, he saw ahuman fjrmextended motion-leßß upon the ground before him. After a firstglance,Jacquesseemedmoreastonished than bis previousself-addressedremaiks concerning
the equestriancapacities of " those gentlemen of the town

"
would

have seemed to warrant;and well be might, for the man lying in
the centreof theclearing wore theuniform of an army officer, and
Jacques knew that the military riding-schools, with their houis ofbare-back ridin?, turnedout cavaliers who could stick in their seatsas wella§ a ciicus performer. Jacques eyed the horse somewhataskance, aB he wentupto the helplesssoldier.

Twominutes later, our Jacques Bonbomme was bestriding theanimal which be bad captured, and wasurging it as fast as band and
voice could make it gallop in the direction of the town ;andsjme
few hours later, all Rouen was talkiog of the murder that had beencommittedthat moruing :n tbe wood of Fontenay-aux-Roses

Tbeafternoonofthat sameday, perhaps themost wretched and
distressed creature in all Rouen was Heleue Lapeyre, the only
daughter of one of the

"
leading citizsns "

of that cathedral city.She, like eveiy one else, Lad heard too news of the murder of Major
Magnier, and the tidings affected her morenearly than any one elseMajor Magnier h dbeai a fiieudofmr father's and, what is more,'
bad hopedto trancfer that fntmsnipinto a much closer anddeeper
rela ion^hip by amarriage with the daughter. Though, as has beensaid, perhaps th.; most miserable creUure in all Rouen was He eoeLapeyre,itdoes not follow ih.' tin girl was gnevicg simply because
she bat lost apo^s'ble husband. As

-
matterof fact Heleae bad n>

id(.aot rrgudiig the death of Major Magnier in this light, for shehad aiwayebeen iad'ft reat to hiß attentions, her heart having been
giv Jynt-j the keeping of another man. Still Bhe could not butbe
deeply inov«d at hearing of the dtaib, under suchterrible conditions,
of oue.whose only fault was that he hart loved her. Tue measureof
her grief,<jf,'lo speak more correctly, of her misery and wretchedness
was abnormal and requires explanation. This explanation will be
aff jrdedby intioducing the reader into the room in which Helene
and her mother,a well preserved,kindly-lookingwoman, were seated,
the one busy withsome feminine work, the other sitting listlessly
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entrance, and,standing in the frontof the building read theprayersprescribed by the Church, and, after blessing it, the processionmarched roundthe church, andentering by the main doorproceededto the altar, which was next b'esßed. The ceremony beiug over,bis Lordship wasconductedto a throne, whichhadbeen prepared forbim. Ihe Rev.Father Aubrey-whorecently arrived from Home-
then ascended the altar, and,ingrand voice,chanted Mass. The rev.gentlemanundoubtedlyhasnosuperiorasavocalistinthepriesthoodoftbeaalpny. After the Gospelhadbeensung,hiaLordshipleftthethrove"ndapproacbei therails. Prior tocommencingbis swmon,Dr Grimesmade a touching reference to the death of Manama Sullivao (SacredHeart Conveot,Timaru),and to the lots sustained by thepaush asregards education, appealing to all to pray for her. His Lordshiptook for his text:

"
AndIsaw a new heaven and a new earth. Forthe first heaven and tbe first earth were gone,and the sea is now nomore. And 1, John,saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem,coming

down out of heaven from Uoi, preparedas a bride adorned for herhusband. And Iheard a great voice from the throne,saying:BenoM the tabernacle wiih men, and He will dwell with them, and
SS.'Vi f 8 P6o 6̂'*Qd Qod Himß«lf with them shall be theirttod (Bjok of the Apocalypse, xxi., 1,2, and 3). His Lordship
preached a most eloquent,instructive, and impressive sermon,in thecourseof itpassing a high tribute to the Rev. Father Fauvel,pastoror the parish, for his unlimited zm\, with much emphasis eulogisingtbe rev.gentleman's passionfor tha beauty of the House of God, andspending ail his means on beautifying it. He also praised thepeopleot P.easant,Pomifjr the beautiful cuurcb they had erected,and forthe generous manner in which all hadcontributed to the work, re-marking that ihey hada reasonto " rejoice and be gUd." His Lord-sbip said they could make their church still more beautiful,and Godwould reward them for it. Tae Temuka choir (under the charge ofthe Sisters of St.Joseph)contributed greatly to the euccess of toe*i?yV? '.',- eH"Duval kiadt? rendered severalof the solos inthe Mass, Miss Gaffaney prejided at the organ, which was kindlyplaced at the disposal of the choir by Messrs. Begg and Co., ofTimaru. Tae items rendered were :— Before Mass: "LaudateManam, » Eyrie,"and "Gloria," Kst's Mass ;« Credo," " Sanctus,"Agnus Dei,' Winter's Mass; offertory, "O Maria

";after Mass:" May Carol.
After theceremonywasover,Dr Grimes,accompaniedby FathersAubrey and Foley, proceeded to Timaru, where he preached on thefeast of the day (Blessed Virgin's) in the evening.

withher hands in her lap. The twomoraen were discussing the all
absorbing topic of themurder."

You must not allow it to distress you so, child." MadameLapeyre remarked. "It is horrible, certainly," and a tear of
sympathy,or pity, orboth, stole down her face ;"but it is God'swill."
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