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Bublin Hotes.

(From the Nation:l papers.}

ON Friday evening, oarch 8, in the House of Commoons, the Irish
members suceseded in completiog the chain of evidence which proves
the complicity of the Government with the fimes, It will be
remembared that the charge was made long sioce, that mambers of
the Hoyal Irish Constabulary, and other officialy of the Irish Office,
were eogazed in the service of the Times in conanection with the
Commission. Mr. Balfour quibbled in s uanal style, and the truth
could not be forced from him, But when the scene of operations
was transferred 10 England, the protecting shield of Mr, Balfour’s
talent for equivocation was withdrawn, and the modus eperandi ba-
came plain. Head-Coostable Preston is one of the coastabuilary
officers kept constaotiy in London in the service of the Pimes since
the opening of the Cowmission, his salsry, of course, being provided
by the Irish people. His unsolicited visits to a prisoner named ILracy,
at Millbank, came to the knowledge of the Irish members, and they
sought information from Mr, Balfour a9 to whom he was scting for.
Mr. Balfour roundly declared hiaignorince, and stated his belief that
he was actiog in his own capacity. But on Friday, the interesting
fact was elicited from Mr. Mathews—who, although a lawyer, ia not
by any weans Mr, Balfour’s equal av lying-fence—that the applica-
tioa for permission Lo visit Millbank came from Mr, Sgames, 8o itig
established 1 ow that the Irish pelice, though in the pay of the Irish
people, are in the cervice of the * Forger.”

The magisterial investigation into the circnmstances of the mur-
der of Inspector Mariia, began oa Thuraday, March 7, at Letterkenny,
The conduct of the police during tbe preliminary stage, has been
such a8 to justify the anxiety of the public in connection with the
trial. On Thursday tha prisoners were paraded before the police
witnesses for identificarion, and the witnesses compared notes as the
acouaed passed into the coort, Thia proceeding was so scandalous
that it was condemned even by Removable Hamiltor, In hia cross-
examioation of the policemen on Friday, Dr, Houstoo elicited the
information thaton the preceding eveming, a staiement of the evi-
dence had been read vut for them by an officer. Theses incidents are
sufficiently indicative of the spirit with which the police have
entered upon the making of the case. If the Crown lawyers transfer
the venue to Fermanazh, as they did in the trial of the Falcarragh
prispoers, and pack the jury as well and truly as in that instance,
their success in the pursuit of Father McFadden’s life iy assured.

The Liberal Federation of Ely held a conference, week eading
March 9, in that town uader the presidency of Sir Walter Foster.—
This conference was followed in the evening by a public meetiog in
the Corn Exchange, at which Sir Wilham Harcourt addressed a very
large and enthusiastic concourse of people oa the Irish guestion. Law
and order, said the right hon, baronet, would be eatablished 1n Ireland,
but not under coercion. The Irish people, he continued, had survived
Cromwell, and they would survive Balfour. Now that the letters
attributed to Mr, Paroell had been proved forgeries, the Commission
might drag on as a matter of asntiquarian rerearch. Bir Wiliiam
expressed himpelf 1boroushly satisfizd with the present promising
oatlock of things from a Home Rule pint of view,

Bir Coarles Russell was smoug the prominent public mea who
spoke at the Hackney Raform Club on Monday evening, Marea 11,
Speakiog of the Irish party, the bon, baronet said that the Irish Pa--
hamest precaded Eogland by twenty-five years in striving for
Catholic Ewancipation, That wasa rariiamentexclusively Protestant
—uaot merely composed solely ¢ f Prot- stant mewbers, but elected solely
by Protstant voles. According to the then state of Irish represen.
tation, lreland spoke with a divided vorce; but when Ireland had a
free choice of populariy electing 1t representatives, thea Ireland no
jonger spoke with a divided voice. Wreun oat of one hundred popu-
larly elected representatives cighty-five were returned to the Imperial
Parliament speskicg the samv lasguage, it becameimpossible for any
constitu'ional Minister to disregald the ¢ry which it seat forth, No
Government, he masintaioed, counld long exist if it had net got behind
it the moral saoction and support of the people whom 1t goveraad ;
for never let it be f.rgotien that there was one uricle of faith at the
bottom of the whole Liberal and HKadical creed, and that was that
kingships, republics, and any other form of government were not
created for the sake of kings-—they were not created for the sake of
the Government—and that the true reiation of the Kxecutive to the
people was not the cosdi'ion of master and servant, bust that the
Kxecutive were, ot ought to be, in a normal condition of things,
accountable to the people whom they governed.

The meeting of the Bighty Club on Friday, March 8, wus one of
those events that sometimes closs a long politiesl development fit-
tingly and s»>mewbat dramatically, Earl Bpencer was the guest of
the evening, Mr. Parnell was one of ihe invited visitors, and the
proceedings weie opened by the meeting of those two men whose lives
bave bed such influence, from opposite direciions, on the latter-day
history of Ireland. Mr. Parnsll’s greeting to Earl Spevc:r was an
act in which he might well be taken as representing the whole Irisa
pation. Lord Bpeocer's administration ot Irish affairs was eriticised
uanspariogly a .d fought unflinchingly by the Irisli people. Bat the
bitterness of the ¢riticism sod the uohesictating chavazier of the
resistance were largaly dueto the fact that the people and the leaders
telt that the policy of coercion was peiting its last honest trial, ani
that if it failed in Earl Spencer’s hands, and uader the conditiona
then and now existing, it Lsilci for ever. The grest-mindedness of
his subsequent action has not been lost an the people of Ireland, aad
thay endorss every word spoken by thieir leaders in recogoitirn of
Lord S»encer’s magnanimiry,

L:rd Spencer made the reasone £ur his conversion to Home Rule
perfectly plain in the portion of his specch where be recapitulatel
bis experiences of Irlind. The Act of Union bad failed because «f
three toings ; firg’. the noa-fuifiument of the promises wtich were
made at its passing ; second, unjust Jeaislation; and third, iil-con=-
dered legislation, The demun § of Irelan | 13, he deo'ared, jus-ifi:d by

history ; and not only by the history of old times, but by tke histor:
of recent date, He wag not ashamed to say that he had changed his
opinions with regard to the Irish question, and to acknowledge that he
was formarly wrong. He was wrong for one thing in believiog that
the men who spoke in Ireland's name were noisy agitators; bat the
geaeral election of 1886 had convinced him of his error there, an
error he was beginning dimily to perceive even before that event,
Mr, Gladstone's Bills, he declared, werejnot dead. Their grand prin~
ciples lived, and would yet vivify an Act of Parliament,

Biron Dowse opened the assizes at Tralee on Monday, March 11,
and delivered a fierce political diatribe on boycotting and on the
destiny of the money saved from the landlorda, He szema to have
been anxious to console the coercionists for the sneer which he aimed
at the expectink heir of his lordship’s dignity—Mr. Peter O'Brien—
in a speech at Limerick, We regret that pressurc of business com-
pelled the Baron, who is generally witty and original, to nnearth an
old speech of Mr, T, W, Russell for the occasion. Really, though tha
house of Dowse has Jately taken to chumming with Liberal Uniouists
of that temper, we did not imagine it would so soon have to borrow
its ideas. But so it 18, And the Baron has revived the stale, old
contentions of the Unionist platforms that murder is the sanction of
baycotting, and that if rents are reduced it is only to swell the
whisky acconni, The Baron made great useof figurea in hisspeech ;
bt in fizares is his judgment writ. When Mr, Balfour made ap his
statistics of boycotting, the highest total from the province of Leinater
was sapplied by the Cooaty Kilkenny, which equalled any county
in Ireland inits criminal love of the social remedy for isnd-grabbing,
But thete hasnot been a single murder in Kilkenny during the whole
period since the Land League was atarted there, The Baron's dedac-
tica is from the increase of oae hundvred and four cases in the polica
atatistics ; but whether they were Emergencymen, Times' witnesses,
corner-boys, or farmers who had their rents reduced, the statistica did
n.t show, nor did the dispenser of jnstice inquire, Perhaps it would
have spoiled his harangue, and the Baron never spoils either a joke
or a harangue by & too close adherencato the truth,

We woonder if Cullinane, the notorious Balfonrian faectotum, is
still playiog his devilish tricke in the County Clare, or hava the Re-
movablaes themselves got up a little crime inorder to afford them an
opportunity of sendiog incocent Natioualists to ga >l and expounding
moral maximaon the political situation from the bench? Whether
it be Cullinane or his superiors in the hierarchy, it is certain that an
active attempt is being now made tv give the County OClara a bad
name. It is, for instance, announced from Limerick that Mr, Creagh,
a landiord, residing near Quin, Couaty Clare, was driving with his
sister to church on last Sunday, when he was fired at and badly
wounded, while his eister was shot in the face, Strange to say, no
arrests have as yat been made. The police are too busy with the
* suppressed leaguers ™' tohave any time for the prevention or detection
of real crime.

Sir William Harcourt made an exereedingly good point when he
said that since the last generai election sBowe sixty-seven vacancies
took place in the House of Commons, out of which ten seats changed
political hands, with the result that of these teo the Libsral pearty
won nice and Jost ouly one. 8ixiy-teven seats being exactly one-
tenth of the House of Commons, and ten limes nine being ninety,
ninety sei1s mean one hundred and eighty votes i a diviston, * and
when,’” said the heon, baronet, * wo have to get ten times nine votes,
which is onc hundred and eighiy on a division, wbere will her
Majasty's Governmeat be! * The election of K2nnington, according to
tae apeaker, like the battle of Gravelotte, only precedes the disaster
of Beday. “ We must give the Government parly no rest,”’ he added ;
© we must give them no quarter,” Haviog alluded to the ignomi-
nisus conspiracy existing between the Goverament and the Times,
proved by the assistance rendered the latter journal by policrmen
and other officials, Sir William said that the Laberal party would no
longer allow the Cabinet to skulk behind a majority—a majority
which, he justly observed, has been obtained upon false promises,
false representations, ana broken pledges. * We will,” be continued,
“drag them before the nation’s tribunal.” Later on, in acknow-
ledging several addresses, the orator said that there should be no
m:ans wanting to precipitate the final 1ssue which wili ailow the
people of Kogland Lo pronounce the fate of a Coercion Government,
Jir William’s epeech was conched iz the happiest terms, and was
much reli-hed by the audience, particularly the passage in which he
compared the Liberal Unionists to ihe petcy potentates of the cold
German Confederation, ninety-nive out ot a hundred of whom were
colongls or capiaing, and oonly one a iull private, Apart from its
ga ient humour, Sic William’s utlerance had a ring of enthusiastic
hope in it which proves that the chiefs of the Liberal party are more
than conscious of tbe fact that victory is at last alighting on the
Home Rule banner,

sir George Trevelyan, in addressing a Radical meeting at Isling-
ton, pointed out tlat though the diminution of the Goverument
majority was causd mainly by the bye-elections, everyone wbo knew
what electioneering was was aware thet Liberal triumphs were
gatoel almost aiways amidat the heat and 2xcitement of a general
election, and that it svas bye-clections that ordinanily went against
them, Sir George, :n bis rematrka on th~ tura of the tids in London,
wag very nappy and cffective. Referring to Glasgow he said he did
not believe that at the next general election it would return & single
supporier of the present Government, The hon. baronet, in cose.u-
sion, denied Lord Salisbory's assertion that the agrananm question
was ab the bottom of Home Rule—conteading, and with justice, that
the national feeling in lreland wag a8 strong in the towns as it was
in the country, and that, 1f the agrarian question ware to be disposed
of by Mr. Balfour, the feeling for Home tule would be as strong aa
ever, for 1t 1ested upn the desire of Inshmen to take part iu the
government of their conntyy,

Mr. Chamberiain's Luveral Unionist sopporters are throwing up
the sponge at last, and are trying to bmld themselves a bridge where-
by they may return 1o the Liberal fold. At a meeting of that body
on Tuesday, darch 13, in West B.rmingham, a resclution was
unanimously adopted 1n favour of 1nmediate legislation for Irelaod
oa ho land question and local government, Thig is the first wgn of



