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reputation for aplendid play. In the G -eymonth match 87 games were
plsyed on each side, and endel in a tis. The playars wers beaten by
four games, The Reefton Voluntaars (or, to give them a more digni-
fied sppeliation, the Inangahua R fl:9) also departed to take patt in
the Hokitika encampment, with drums beating and banoers flying,
looking the very perionification of valour aud iutrepidity.

“ The man who weats a regmental suit
Ia nothing batter than a raw recrait,
Bat what of that,"”

Anyona would have thougbt that we were sending a com-
tingent off to Samoa, to defend the righta and iiberties of
British sgabjects. Ruomour says, however, that tihe martial
ardour of our wacriors very quickly evaporated when confrouted with
soma of the stern hardsbips of even a mock war, Inatead of proceed-
ing in all their military splend ur to one of the tip-'op hotels, the
word ol command was given to proceed tocamp immediately, a1d to
camp our heroes unwillingly prooeeded, where having to sleep on the
damp ground they subjected th -maelves thereby to serious attacks of
influenza, sciatica, lumbago, and goidnz=ses knows what basides.

This week there is a slight improvementin mini g affairs. EKeep-
1t-Dark, Progress and Globe mines still command the best price 1n
the market, 1the two former eelling at 36s and 353, the latter at 26..
A tidy dividend hasjuet been distriboted amongst the sbareholders
of the last-named company, who are chiefly loral residents. This
means the circulation in Reefton of about £1800, Bweat ig a
dividend, and pagsing sweeb to be a sbareholder without baving any
calls to pay. Everything continuesquietin Bratman’s. The Welcome
has not yet resumed work, as the flae and other parte of the mine are
undergoing repaira, Big River ate saleablat 53, but sbareholders
are ganguine of a speedy increas:ia value, Holdera of ghares in the
United Alpioe mine, Liyell, were greatly elared last week by the
news that a large reef had been discovered, in one of the levels, Up
to this, bowever, no gold has baen founiin the stone, but highly
promising indicatiora exist, and the best bopes aie entertained of the
gold-bearing nature of the reef,

Bir Harry Atkinson has been to Reefton. ' Ha came, be saw,
he conquered ™, just a flying visit, no time to lingzer in any place,
consequently no apecial reception had beea prepared for him. Jus as
well too, perhaps, for when they treated him to a babguet in Grey-
month he coolly atated that in his estimation the money would bhave
been better expended on roads and bridges. On his journey from
Westport to Reefton the Promier bad the rare treat of travelliog
along the most atrocious road on the West Coast, where landslips are
almost an everyday occurrence, and traffic is counstantly impeded.
Tt tourists only had to travel along this roate, the scen'ry would
compensate them for all iiconvenience and drawbacks, so
wild is it, 0o sublime, g0 picturésquely grand, bat nofortuuately
eoachmen and waggoners, wno have mno time for the
contemplation of the beauriful, have to pass along this road daily
to the coostant peril of lite and property, and meany and
deep are the imprecations levelled agaiust the Government for its
parsimony in this particular direction, Some months ago s trmec-
dous landslip occurred midway betwesn Westport and the Inangahua
Juonction. Huge masses ot rock had beecome detached from the over-
hanging cliff as if by some mighty ear bgaake, and precipitated huo-
dreds of feet on to the roadway below, furmiog an obstruction which
could not be removed for montkhs.

While in Beeftun several deputations waited on the Premier fo
raake koown to him the absolute necesuities of the distiiet, The
county of Inangahua is vot immoderate in its demands. If it cannot
get what it wante, it will take what it can ger, A subsidg fur the main-
tenance of roads and bridges that cost the erun'y close on £5000
yearly, a rond in ope dircetion and a bridge in another, with a few
minor requests—this is the sum total of our requirements, and yet
the Premier accuses us of extravagance in the past, It remaing tobe
seen whether the modest wants ot the county will receive tue con-
gideration they arc entitled to during the next sessioa,

On dit that an advertisemnent is to appear in each of the loeal
papers next week headed * Lord Opslcw’s Poodle,” and worded as
follows :—" A beauttfully enamelled aod faithiully executad photo of
the above charmiog little animal will be exhibited 1a the shop win-
dows of the principal staiivners of titis town, The cstablishment
whosc window displays the best photograph will be entitled to the
Iargest share of public patronige.”—MKather a brilliant idea, thie
Generally speaking, snobbery is objectionable, but a little deference
towards aristocratic pooiles 18 rather commendable than otherwise.

The glad tidings has been reccived at last that the Midland Rail-
way is to be proceeded with at once. It ie gaid that the formation of
the line between Nyoahere (Nelson CUreck) and Reeftou is to be et in
five section®. This is good news for the unemployed  Kive locomo-
tives and scveral of the cairiages have already armved in Greymouth,
One of 1he carriages is deseribed as being un elegant aff (v, fitted up
in the best modern style, It is forty-six feet long, nnd the floor rests
on gutta-percha blucks so as to render the movement as smooth rod
eady as possible,
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The Chil an Government hag issued a decree piohibiiing the 1m-
migration of Chivese intu the republie,

The poiiug for Haet Coerthehire Divieion, rendered vacant by
the death of the late Mr, Stewart Meonzies, M,P took place on
Tuasday, February 1. [t {ravapired during the Jday thut Mr, Carew
M,D, for Kildure. who kud beeu assisting ihe Liberal candidate, was
arrested, SirJohn Kinloch, the Liberal candidate, placed a carriage
at hia Airposal af.er bis srrest. On the way (0 the train ehe parly
vigited Mr, Campbell-Banoerman, who exprossed surprise at the
oceurrepce.  Sir J, Kinloch cansed an account of the event 1o be
telegraphed to all the polling centres. On Mr. Carew's arrival at
Glasgow, he was at oace driven tothe Dubhin Stcamer, which sailed
'almost immediately. The resnlt was declared late in the evening as
follows :—Kinloch, 1005 ; Boase. 2289 : Hom: Rale m. jority 1716,
The following are ihe figures for 1886 : R, 3Stewart Mcenzies, 3504 ;
J.B.Holland, 2195 ; Majoridy 1309,

IN THE MUUNTAIN MIST.
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(BY M=3, GUTHBIE, in the New York Freeman's Journal,)

"*NESTA, child,” esid the tired and bausy mother, after tea, when the
dusk of the winter evening was shading into darkness, * I forgot to
give Richard Williams this list of things I waant him to get for me in
Carnsrvon when he goes in with the milk cans to-morrow ; will you
rum over to the cottage ana give it to him 7™

“ Will you come, also, Gwen and Kitty 7" asked Nesta, rising
with alacrity. She was rarely tired and always ready for a ran out.

“ Too tired,"” said lively Gwen, baving received an unspoken hint
from Murgan, who was her devoted admirer,

“It you speak toe m: Nes'a,” sald laughing Kitty, * yon'll
disturb the froth ng of my bowl! of eggs, and the eponge cake will be
rumed, Be-1des, there is not mauch fun scampering across the homa
fieid at this bour «nd out of the gats to hold swuet converse with the
red-teided lad of the milk cans, Gou on thy way rejoicing, maid of
the golden locks, but goalone.”

 I'here’ll be ouc of your belated admirers ountside, Nesta,” said
Morgan, who was engaged in cleaning bis guna,

* Watching the windows as the mariner watches the Pole etar,”
gaid Uncle Tom, of the shipping interests.

“ Or aa Luath wutches where I am going to throw this morsel,”
maid Owen. ‘ Look at hie eyes, and especially the expression of his
tail, Itiasfrantic with anticipution,”

* Where did Luath spring from 1" cried Nesta, her cheeks grows
ing pinker,

*‘ Since the doctor’s dogis at the door. the doctor himsalf is not
far off,” asid A nt Jenoy smibiog,

“ He is turni g i at the gate ; I'll get him to be my escort,” said
Nesta sanecily, * 1f ke comes mn be’ll tike to Euty, snd her frothed
eggs will come to grief, and Gweo i3 too tired to do aoythivg except
to hinder Moryau over his gun,’

Aund throwing ber fur cape over her shoulders she ran out laugh-
ing. Asamatter of fict, Terence Delaney wa only too prood to be
her escort ; he halrarely tbe chance of a word with her alune, She
found him rather grave, and not so much disposed to be merry as
usual, When Nesta hud delivered her message, they turned home-
wards again ; they stood for a Few minutes bzfire cotering the gate,
looking down the wild Pass, which had a doably weird and deaplate
look inthe maonlight ; itseemed but a mere trench between two mighty
walls of rocks, shuttiog 1t out from all 1\he world, Neitber of them
observed the erouchivg fizare of a man bebind a juiting spur of rock,
cloge to the gate,

“You do not often come to the farm so late alone, Mr. Delaney,"”
Nesta remark-d, to break a si cace that waa becoming oppressive.

“HKvan was bugy to-night ; he could not come,” be replied. * He
has been much anooyed to day. Hugh Griffichs aud nia following
have been drickiug heavily lately, and Hugh bas been 8o abusive and
outrageons in the qusrry that Bvan hss been compelled to dismiss
bim and someothers to maintain any kind of discipiive on his gallery,
I came to warn you; you know wbhen Gnffiths nas these madman
freaks 01 him he always attempts to anusoy your peupie at the tarm.”

“ Poor Hugh,I am so sorry ! Heusel {o be sach a good fellow
when we were children. I have nothing to fear from him. Whata
pity he has not more contro! over hiense!f to keep from the drink ; it
always maddeos bim.”

** [ believe he leels very hurt at being excluded from your birth.
day party, Miss Nes a.”

* Oh, you caonot tell how grieved I was to leave him out, I
asked my father ; he said he wounld nut have the harmony of the
evaning spoult by drosken rovsterers. Fatber is very hard to move
when he takes up o prejudice.’

The man benind  the jutting ¢rig clenched hig fists in the moon-
light with a passionate gesture,

“ Are you cold, Miss Nesta '’
asked,

“0Oh no, Mr. Delaney ; I must run in immediately, Mother ig
wailing me every wminute, and Gwen and Kitty will miss me,”

“ Stay just & minute. [ b<e etvou ; [ sorarcly see you alona—I1
miy 1ot have ano her opportonity,” be began hutriedly,

“ Please, Mr. Delaney, let me gro,” cried Nesta, trying to puy oft
anevil kour ; " I sball be scolded now for staying =0 long.”

 Yon will oot, indeed ; Nesia, dearcst, sm 1 not golog in with
you? Youn know what I aim esger to say ; you must have seen my
love—my devotion. Is therc any bope that } cao ever gain your love ?
I have nathiog to recommend me but my own tatense love tor you '

% Ploare, please say no more, Mr, D-laucy,’ 1h: girl eried in dis-
trers. 1 do nol waat to lose ih2 friend § hke so mueh, but oot
enovgh—enougn to—"’

“ But 1 {1me, Nesta ; some time in the future—say that I may
havetope of winming you'"

“Yam so sorry,” and the merry brown cyes were dim with
tears. 1 am only a girl yet 1 [ do not want to taiok of the fature.”

“ Fell e, at least, that there is no one you prefee to me now,
Nesta ? "' he pereisted.

©1 cannot tell you any more; you are unkind to press me,”
and the young girl’s head beot lower 1n maiden bashfuloess.

1 see,” said Delaney, * there 18 no chince for ma,
Evan??”

Nesta's pretty head bent cven lower; but she made oo denial,
ouly her teats began 1o lowly treely.

“lama b to trouvie you so much, dear.  Well, that chap-
ter of my Life 19 fivis.el; 1 am unot guing to peater you with it
apaio,”

* But sorciy T am rot to lose your friende'np, Mr, Dal nev.
You musr come Lo the furm, and everyibing must be as belore to-
might.”

v And Evan, Nesta 2V

 Evan doeanot care much £ v me ; Iam too silly and frivotous,
You gee, 1 bhave koown him muach longer than I have known yoi,
And m—

Will you have my plaid ?" Dalaney

It is



