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MR, DONALD BTRONAUH (on behalf of the New Zealand ILoan end
Mercantile Agency Company, Limited) reporte for the week ending
May 8, as follows :(—

Fat Cattle.—183 were yarded, quality ranging from medinm to
good, a few pens very prime and exira heavy. Best bullocks brought
£8 Bs to £10 74 6d ; light weights and medium, £4 15z to £7 12n
64 ; cows in proportion.

Fat Bheep.—Best crossbred wethers brought 128 9d to 16s 84 ;
ordinary, 9a 6d to 12s 3d ; best crossbred ewes, maiden, 128 6d to 148;
ordinary, 8e to 118 6d ; merino wethers, 6s to 98 3d. We acld on ac-
crunt of Mesesrs. Ross Bros,, Bushey Park, a nice lot of merino wethers
at quotations,

Fat Lumbe,—Competition wae very brisk, prices for hest showing
an advance. Those brought 83 to 108 3d ; others, 5a 64 to 78 94.

Pigs.-—Buckera brought 5s 6d to 10s 3d; stores, 148 to 23s;
porkers, 283 6d to 348 ; baconers, 408 to 563 ; extra heavy, 608 to 68a,

Btore Cattle,—The only demand existing at present and which is
not by any means active, is for three parts fat cattle for winter feed-
ing. Wedo not anticipate any large transactions until towards the
apring,

Store Sheep.—There is little or no alteration to note in the
demand for this description of stock, with the excaption of ewes for
breeding purposes, which are not 8o much inguired for on account of
the lateness of the season, Yonng crossbred wethers are still in good
demand and aaleable, but very few are offering except those in the
handa of dealers, which are invariably disposed of at anction, when
Erices are realised relatively higher than those paid for fat. We

ave gome inqairy for aged merino ewes, but have no transactions to
report,

Wool.—We bave received cable advicea from our London office
regarding the close of the sales, which will, no doubt, be considered
very satisfactory to ail concerned, more especially as the conditions
augur favourably for the future of the market. The averaged advance
is said to be about 74 per cenc on last closlng rates, theprincipal
advance being in supcrior gready and fine crosshreds. Medium to
good scoured merino, advance 1d to 13d per 1b., Coarse crossbred
market vachanged, Medinm crossbrod advanced }d per lb, At
our weekly sale on Monday we offered a quantity of small lots,
consisting chiefly of stragglers wool which sold at satisfactory prices,
We annex brands and prices, 8P, 2 bags greasy locks, 13d; do 1 do
do black, part lambs, 63d; CP over L in diamond 1 do do fleece, 7d ;
N, 1 do do locks, 33d ; do 3 do dead wool, part black, 43d ; do1 bale
do pieces and locks, 31d ; N under half circle, 1fadge do fleece, 73d ;
C, 1 bale do fleece, Bd; do 1 do fleece ana pieces, 54d; do 1 do de
crosbreds, 8d; F, 1do do merino, 8d; do 1 do do pieces and locks,
&d; BP, 3 do do crossbreds, 8d; do 1 do do pieces and bellies, 4}d ;
TAIERI L.AKE, 2 do do 1st pieces, 8d ; N, 1 do scoured locks, 74d ;
do, 1 bag do do, 65d; CN, 3 do do pieces, 83d ; N, I do greany flecce,
6d ; bar through circle, 1 bale do fleece, 71d ; do, 1 do do pieces, 4d ;
CM, { pockets lamb's wool, 7d ; C over bar, 1 bale greasy crossbreda,
73d ; do, 2 bage do do, T§d per ib,

Sbeep Skins,—We submitted a large catalogne at our Monday's
sale, when there was a very full attendance of the trade, and biddings
right through the sale were of a lively character. Heavy crossbreds
were in strong demand and for some special lines exceptional prices
were realised, heavy butcher 8 crossbreds made, 48 9d, 48 7d, 4a 44,
4 2d, 45 ; medium to good, 38 10d, 3s 8d, 35 6d, 35 4d, 35 2d, 39, 23
94 ; inferior, 23 6d, 23 4d, 25 3d, 2s 1d; merinos were also well
supported and realised vp to last week's rates. Lambskins made, 43
7d, 38 10d, 33 9d, 3+ 7d, 33 6d, 33 34, 38 1d, 3s. Couutry dry skins
had good attention and for the quality offered very satisfactory prices
were obtained.

Rabbitakina.—A brisk demand exists and the market firm, Con-
signments are shill few, but all offered, of whatever description, are
eageriy competed for, and realise full market values, On Monday,
we offered a few lots inferior summers, which sold at satiafaetory

rices.

P Hides.—The market continuessteady with a good demand existing
for all coming forward. 8tocks are light, being very little more than
sufficient for lacal requirement, in consequence very few are being
abipped. We quote inferior and balls, 13d to 24 ; light, 2}d to 23d;
medium, 23d to 3jd ; ingood condition, tree from offal and over 60108,
344 per lb,

k I'.)[‘eallow.—l‘he tone of the market is less firm, and although con-
mignments are readily placed both by private sale and at anction,
buyers are not inclined to give prices obtaining. We quote prime
rendered mutton, 195 6d to 203 6d ; medium to good 178 to 19s; io-
ferior and mixed,14s to 16s; rough fat, best mutton caul, 13s to 14s;
medium to good, 108 to 125 64 per cwt,

Grain.—Transactions in wheat have been very small during the
past week ; the market contiones very dull. Millers are only opera-
ting to & very limited extent, and chiefly in prime nerthern growth in
smsll parcels. There are boyers for shipment in the market, but at
present quotations they are not disposed to operate. Ordinary
qualities are almost unsaleable except for feeding, for which there is
a fair demand but at prices which holders in the meantime are
unwilling to do business. We gquote prime milliog, red straw and
white velvet, 45 ; Tuscap, a shade more, wedium to good, 38 64 to
38 9d ; inferior 1o medium, 23 94 to 3s 3d, ex store, Oats,—A very
good demand has prevailed since date of cur last report, extra tonnage
having been secured, shippers are enabled to operate more freely, and
at the moment, the market for medizm to good short feed ia decidedly
firmer, while for inferior guality and prime millisg thongh both
qualities are easily disposed, values are not materially altered.
Leliveries have been preity considersble during the week, but a
number of growera seem disposed to store for a time and this of itself

1l no doubt in the meantime havetried to harden the market. We
ote prime milling, 28 74d to 2s 8d ; best short feed, 28 7d to 28 T4d ;
medium to good, 28 54d to 2s 64d ; inferior anddamp, 283d to 28 5d ;

ex store,—Barley : Malsters are still buying sparingly, but only extrs
prime samples, A considerable quantity of inferior and medinm is
coming into the markat for which thers is little or no demand, We
quote prime malting, 3s 7d to 3s 9d, mediom, 25 9d to Bs 6d ex store.,

_ Byegrass Beed,—Thers ia & slight demand for shipment, but only.
prime samples, free from epurions seeds, are saleable at present.
Medium has less attention, bat stocks being low the proapects for
fature disposal are considered good. We quote undressed, 2s 62 to
8s; dressed, 85 6d to 4s,—The demand for cockefoot shows no ime
provement ; quotations are 24d to 34d per lb.

Potstoes—The supply is rather in excees of present require-
ments, There is no outlet for shipment, and the demand for local
consumption not being sufficiently active to absorb stocks on hand,
the market is somewhat languid. ~ Quotations are for northern, 80s ;
wouthern, 728 6d to 759 per tou.

Dairy Prodnce.—The market is quiet for both butter and cheess
at late quotstions, but we anticipate a better demand, as stocks are
light in the North Island and Canterbary.

MEssEs, DoNALD REID AND Co, report for week ending May
8 aa follows :—

Grain.—The continued fine weather han favoured threshing opers-
tions, and a very large supply cf grain has reached the market during
the weels, taxing the railway department to its fullest capacity, Of
the wheat arriving & very large proportion ie being teken into store.
Vendors are not disposed toaccept of the prices now ruling, Southern
grown samples, unless where they have been exceptionally well bar-
vested, are difficult to place at anythiog like eatisfactory prices.—
Really good eamples of Toacan and velvet find ready saie at quota-
tions ; but medium and inferior sorts are not enquired for. Fowle’
wheat is in good demand, but without any notable change in valnes.
We quote—prime Tnscan, 4s 1d to 48 2d ; prime velvet and red steaw,
43 to 48 1d ; goo. milling, 3a 9d to 33 11d ; inferior and fowls’ wheat,
25 8d to 3s 8d.

Oats,—Very heavy supplies have arrived duriog the past week,
and s large businesa has been done. Notwithstanding the largasupply
that bas come farward, there is a brisk markst, and prices are firmer
than they were in the earlier part of the week, Holders show confl.
dence in the future of the market, a9 many prefer to store for a time,
believing that present prices will be improved, The demand for long
outs for seed bas ceased off, as any srriving now are too late for the
Anstralian seed sowing sesson. Prime milling is in good request as
28 64d to 2a 74d; bright heavy feed 28 5d to 28 6d ; ordinary and io-
ferior, 28 3d to 2a 44d (bage extra, or 14d per bushel, extra bage
woighed in),

Barley.—A large gbantity has come forward, and a considerabls
business bas been done at prices a shacde below last week’s quotations
We guote—Best malting, 33 8d to 38 11d; milling, 3s 3d to 3s 7d;
feed, 23 6d to 38 2d (sacke extra).

Potatoes—Prime derwents, £3 158 to £4; medium quality,
£3 5e to £3 10s.

Chaff —Prime oaten, £3 103 to £4; medium, £3 to £3 Ba;
straw chaff, £1 108 to £2,

Ryegrass,—Occasional small linee are placed at for—machine
dressed, 38 9d to 4a 3d ; farmers' dreseed, 2s 10d to 3s 3d.

54 th;l(;sfout ia plentiful, Best samplea at 4d ; inferior and medium

0 34d.

Butter.—Businesa is rather slow ; shippem are not buying at
present, and thete is but little local aale passing. Quotations remain
at about last week's prices, say, prime, 9d to 102 per 1b. ; ordinary
74 to 8d per b, packages extra,

GRAIN AND SEED REFPORT.
MEssrs SAMUEL Org AND Co,, Stafford street,) report for the week
ending May 8 as follows:—

Arrivals of all classes of graio bave been unusually heavy, The
Mslbourne market for oats has dropped about 2d & bushel during the
last ten days, on account of the heavy supplies.

Wheat.—Tuoscan up to 48 1d ; velvet aud redatraw, 33 8d to3a11d ;
medium, 3s6d to 38 7d; fowls' feed, 25 6d to 3a 3d,

+ Oats,.—Millig, 28 73d to 28 8d : feed, 28 6d to 28 7d ; inferior,
23 4d to 2s 53d,

Barley.—Malting up to 3a 9d, sacks 6d ; medium 3s 5d to 38 7d ;
milling, 28 94 to 3a ; feed, 23 6d,

Chafl,—Wae quote-—prime ocaten sheaf, well cut and screened, £3
108 ; ordioacy, £3 to £3 5s.

Potatocs—The markets on the other side being lower, has caused

a drop here, and £3 158 to £3 178 64 in quantities in all that is
obtainabls now.

MESSRS. ARTHUR MCDONALD AND Co. report as follows Por the
week ending Wedresday, May 8 :—

Bheepakins.—We require well-dried wnd carefully flayed lots for
export, and for such can give to 6@ per lb.

Rabbitsking.—Paices are firm at prices lately quoted. Frime
summers, 6d Lo 8d ; suckers, 3d to 4d ; autumns, 9d to 104.

MEg. F. MEENAN, Eing street, reports :—Wholessle prices, bage,
included: Oats : 28 448 to 28 74d. Whbeat: millibg—
values, for good eamples 4s; fowls' 3s to 3a 6d. Chaff: Supply
full, £3 10a to £3 15s. Hay, oaten, £3 108 ; ryegrass bay, £3 bs to
£3 10s. Bran, £4, Pollard, £5, Potatoes, supply moderate ; £¢,der-
wents ; kidneys, no demand for local vee. Flour: Btone, sacks,
£10; fifties, £10 158; Roller, £11 10s; fifties, £12 5s, Oatmeal,
£13 10s, Butter, fresh, dunll, 114 to }s; salt, nomina), 8d to
9d. Eggs, scarce, 1s 6d.

T ——

A recent invention successfully applies & vevolving bar to the
barrels of rifles. By thia arrangement & machine goa is srranged
which will fire 480 sbots per mioute.

Emigration statistics published at Berlin show that 2,500,000

cmigracis bave left Germany einge 1871, of which 2,000,000 have gona
to America,



